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On the goodneſs of G | 


MATTHEW xix. 17. 


raus is none god ut ang that is ts 
TRUE conception of divine | 


5 is neceſſary for a right undertaning of 
God's infinite nature, and Fri 
The goodneſs or love of God, — 
beine, his whole rectitude, and all the moral 
perfections of his nature; which n 
different names, from the various effects produ- 
ed in the ſtate of creatures, by the divine ae- 
. Every ry thing in the moral charalter of | 
15 juſtice, are alſo as of goodneſs. 
Oo. 
3 n and in a ian ber, of 


love, adofation and obedience. 


10 The vun of of 92 Sam. 1 


ariſes 2 from the unholineſs of men. If 
there had 3.485 no-depravily-in-creatures, ſuch 
an opinion would never have entered their minids, 
and they would have aſcribed every event of the 


divine government, to unmixed and moſt glori- 


ous goodnels. 
IT is very common for thoſe, who live in fin, 


to pleaſe themſelves with the attribute of good- 


neſs, and on this account think there is ſafety 


for them, while they are exceedingly afraid of 


juſtice ; but if Goy's juſtice be a part of his 
goodneſs, theſe pleaſing expectations are but a 
deluſion. From the beginning, Gop hath and 
ever will, follow the dictates of goodneſs in his 
government. The divine love cannot, therefore, 
be admitted as any ground for ſecurity in ſin; 
for eaſe in an unholy life; or for the neglect of 
experimental piety. Goodneſs when rightly un. 
derſtood; denounces terror to every finner. 


N N nya rare re 
e * 


v8, 
iz 

* 
* 


4 


ALL will allow, that the love of Gop was al. N 
played on the croſs of CHRIST, to the higheſt 
degree; on the croſs alſo we ſee his ſeverity 1 
gainſt lia. The croſs of love, furniſhes the moſt 
ſolemn warning to ſinners, who delay and tranſ- 
greſs; and the preacher of terror "to un godly 
men, will go to Calvary, for his moſt ſerious 
admonitions. . It is from a very falſe idea of 


divine goodneſs, that any make it the ground of 


their ſecurity; for if Gor had not eſtabliſhed a 
connection between ſin and: miſery; if he did 


not puniſh fin, and keep up this conneRion i in his 


ament, it would bean eaſy thing to prov! e, 


| 1 Gontradidtion to our text, that ah not a good 


being ; and if not a good being, not wort 4 of 


IT Wil be -univerſally pe TE 13 BY te. | 
W finners, aroſe from the goodneſs of 


8 * 


Wy 
3 


ir - The gn * 005. 1 1 

i I: Linn 1 2 2177 — 
Gow ; 3 it ag alſo to be received, that the 
of impenitents, ariſes from the me 
perfection. It is as much a part of infinite good- 
neſs, by no means to clear the guilty; as it is 
to be the Log, the Loxp Gop, gracious, mer- 
ciful and baten Men in the practice of 
ſin, are apt enough to hope from the goodneſs of 
Gop; but it would be much more for their ad- 


: vantage to fear a continuance in fin, from the 
fame cauſe, ; 


Bur WAP it may. be aſked, tha we give this 
terrible appearance to the goodneſs of Gep? I 
anſwer, to whom is it terrible? To none but ſin- 
ners who do not repent, and ſuch have no right 
to any but terrible things. And why is it terrible 
to ſinners, who do not repent ? Becauſe their 
whole temper is wrong; and wrong tempers and 
practices ought not to be ſoothed, and to do it is 
partaking in the ſin. If it could be proved, that 
goodneſs when juſtly underſtood, doth. not xs 
tain a warning to ſinners, of great 
themſelves; by the fame proof, it wied he 
made evident God is not a good being. 5 
certainly, a part of goodneſs in a Sub Gor: 
ernor, to frown on every thing, either of te 
or practice, which, in its nature, tends to deſ. 
troy general peace and happineſs. Whatever 
| hath this tendency is fin. It is this tendency: | 
which makes it to be fin, The goodneſs glia 


Supreme Governor, requires him to fromm o 
by the moſt efficacious marks of his diſpleaſure;, 
and if he ſhould not do it, our evidence of his 
_ goodneſs or moral rectitude, would be greatly" 
diminiſhed. After theſe general remarks on the 
9 I popes the — 5 method/ 


eſcribe the goodn of * ay it ex. 
iſts in his ova e mind. 
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Err the greateſt ſum of orb es in the 


12 The goodneſs of C Serm. K 
I. War evidence we have that God is good 
so be followed by ſome inferences from the 
doctrine. 


21. To deſeribe the coodnels of Gon, as It exiſts 


in his own infinite mind. 


Tu goodneſs of Gop, conſiſts in his love of 


the greateſt ſum of happineſs, in the kingdom of 


which he is the head and ſupreme ſovereign. 


His whole government, from firſt to laſt, cons 


duces to this end. For this he created, rules, re- 
deems, and will forever reien * "angels and 
men, 

Tux Geknitien I have given * goodneſs, I 
think, is agreeable to holy e reaſon, 
aud the common ſenſe and feelings of men, in 
all caſes, where they are not prejudiced to the 


efers miſ aur es «3 nor — good, 

Ede prefers 2 lefler & 2 
ble ſum of N 
become morally 


dency-in their <A ras rot: to E 


to the cane anf. the in. 
"og * its connection by ſocial 
onds and obligations, they nes 
Haprinzss is valuable and a fit object of be. 

nevolent deſire, according to its quantity, and 


bag its being enjoyed by this or another 


fon. A Ainilar degree of happineſs, is as re- 
raluable in one perſon, as in another ; in one 
or world, as in another; and the 
God diſpoſes him, to make by his 


A may be aſked, de n -cam anyiintelligent 
creature-contend with Gop's government ? All 
intelligent creatures love and ſeek happineſs, and 


21 

if the nature, laws and government ef God, ſeek 

the greateſt fum of happineſs, hom can they re. 
bel? If divine government ſecks the. greateſt 
happineſs, and ereatures are ſeeking; their own 
happineſs in all they do, why ar temper bort 
bidden and puniſhed as a ſin? 

Taz queſtion, for its artena deſerves an 


anſwer ; and it leads us to a direct fight of na- 


tive depravity. The anſwer will — illuſtrate 
the goodneſs of Gon, and the fa. of tretings | 
Divine goodneſs deſires the greateſt ſum of hap» 
pineſs in the univerſe. The ſinful creature sd: 
fire of happineſs is limited to himſelf, and that he 
may be the, anoſt happy poſſible whether he be 
deſerving or not, and whatever effect his om en. 
altment may have, on the glory of Gon and the 
of others. Ne ſeeks n e 
himſelf his deſires are limited, and here all 
his n motives center and terminate. By deſire, he 
Hiniſelf in the place of Gon, and his whole 
dom; and in this conſiſts his idolatryohis 
— dar odiouſneſs in the divine ſights +! 
Herz ariſes the impoſſibility of à union bes 
tween God, the head of his on kingdom, and 
ſinners; until their hearts are changed by his 
ſanctifying ſpirit, and made conformable to hin 
in a love of the greateſt happineſs. . 
Ir hence appears that pride, avarice, a love of | 
; ſenſual pleaſure, and all the fan of -mens-hearts 
and lives, ariſe from a temper, that is directly 
contrary to the eſs. of God and the imegeſi 5 
and happineſs of his — are not te 
be condemned for approving happineſs, for ibis 
to be approved and deſired. : The fin-c38 | 
ving themſelves and their own — * 
deen in undervaluing the real excellence 
and happineſs of other beings—in- making their 
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14 The goodneſs of God. rm. I. 
of ation, in oppoſition to the nature of Gov, 
who is perfectly excellent, and to his will hn W 
ſeeks the greateſt ſum of happineſs. 
PLAN as this truth is, to thoſe who have felt 
in their own hearts, an affection conformable to 
the divine goodneſs; it is ſtill very difficult, to 
give to thoſe who never felt, a ſuitable idea of its 
nature or even of its reality. Having never felt 
ſuch holy affection in themſelves, nor ſeen its true 
glory in any other being, it is with difficulty = . 
ſuppoſe it exiſts, or that there is any temper di 
ferent from the. ſelfiſlineſs, by Which they have 
ever been governed. Even in their conceptions 
of the moſt holy Gop and his government, they 
are prone, from this reaſon, to ſuppoſe him * 
ſelfiſh being, and that when he puniſhes he acts 


in paſſion, in revenge, as ſelfiſh, ſelf. willed ſinners 


do. Whereas, in truth, the puniſhments and 
afflictions with which he viſits creatures, are the 


fruit of goodneſs, and the effect of a ſcheme of 


counſel, which will produce the greateſt ſum of 
happineſs, in the kingdom created by his power, 
and governed by his wiſdom and goodneſs. 

Ix the end, it will appear there is the moſt 
habpineſ poſſible,” and that infinite power, wiſ- 


dom and goodneſs have not labored in "vain. 


Gop himſelf, whoſe boundleſs nature doth now 


and ever will contain, infinitely the greateſt pare 


of being, will be moſt happy and glorious ; and 
in the created ſyſtem there will be the Freateſt 
poſſible bleſſedneſs. A love of this, is the divine 


goodneſs; to accompliſh this, is his deſire, and 


che ultimate end of every event in his mor | 
ment. This is the love that compoſes his bein 


the goodneſs aſcribed to him in his word; t. _ 


tender mercy that is over all his works. 
We find many inſtances recorded i in the holy 
ſcriptures, in which acts of ſeveri ty and . a 


1 


ment are aſcribed. to the — of N as 
much as his bounties and the offers of forpive- 
neſs. God is often, praiſed i in his word for his 
righteous judgments on the wicked, and. theſe 
_ judgments are conſidered as evidence that he is 
a good king. 5 

Go told Moſes ho ook cauſe. his conan 
to paſs before him; and in naming this good- 
neſs, he ſays, Gor gracious, merciful, long: Ger ings 
and that will by no means clear ibe guiliy. In the 
cxxxvi. Pſalm, the ſmiting of the firſt born of 
Egypt—the deſtruction of Pharaoh—the ruin o 
great kings, and the ſlaying famous kings, are 
traced up to the glorious, ſource that his mere 
and goodneſs endureth forever. Tho .puniſhs/ 
ment implies pain to the perſon who 3 it, 
it doth not imply any want of goodneſs in Gon, 
or that it, is not his ſupreme delight to be good. 
On; this ground we are commanded to-rejoiceaE : 
ways and. eyermore. There may be many caſes 8 
in which gur own fituation, if conſidered. by it- 
ſelf, would be no reaſon for rejoicing; but chere 
is no caſe in our own ſituation, conſidered: in 
connection with the whole, which is not neceſſary 
for the general good; and thus there is always 
room to rejoice,. that Go is good that he 
reig ns—and by every exiſting event is e ee 
the ſum of general happineſs. 

Ix this ſenſe Gop always rejoices in bis o 
government, tho' it be i in many inſtances punt- 
tory ;. not becauſe he delights in thoſe» puniſh-' 
ments ſeparately. conſidered, for party con- 
ſidered they are diſagreeable; but in el 2 

with the ſyſtem. of divine counſel, they are the 


| moſt. diredh, and only Poſſible mens of Mo great- A 4 
eſt hap ppineſs. 77 12 


U een 17 F415 


Tux Rab ag have been made: on. u the d- 
rinegoodueks may be ſummedu a * 


fl aiableneſs of his character 
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Tas Seed of Gop comprehends his whole 


moral perfection, and his infinite rectitude, in 


which he is glorious, and worthy of all love and 


adoration. It conſiſts in a love of the greateſt 1 


poſſible happineſs in intelligent being, Tad to 


make this he created and governs nature. Every 


moral perfection of his nature, however named 
by us, is a part of his goodneſs. Every act of 
his government, thro' an eternity paſt and an 
eternity to come, will lead directly to his main 
deſign; and the incapacity of finite underſtand- 


ing to comprehend the ways of Gop, is not a 


ſufficient reaſon to doubt of his love. Nothing 


leſs than the greateſt ſum of happineſs can be the 


fupreme object of a holy goodneſs. The pains 


endured by creatures, and the puniſhments in- 


flicted by Go, are as truly dictated by goodneſs, 


as the defiowment of particular favors, becauſe 
| _ they are deſigned by him for the general advan- | 


tage; therefore Gop always rejoices in his own 
government, and the command to creatures, to 
pejonce nnn is reaſonable. 


n t important inference fow from this 
part of the ſubject. 1 


iſt, IT teaches how mort the Los Jeno- 


VAH is to be adored and ſerved. 


Hx is a Gop all goodneſs, and thinefore all. 


glorious. It is only to moral perfection or 
neſs, that excellency or glory are to be aſcribed. 


N and ces = # be great ang aſton- 


us, may be: very Weins 2 
dreadful. . is both great and good. 


His goodneſs appears more wonderful, to e c 


who fee it juſtly, than er et er doth. 
I 
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reaſons of our rejoicing, we may appeal to all 
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until it becomes glory inexpreſſible by the En. . 
guage of creatures, and Da ery ts by finite 
inds.—The whole of his vaſt government is the 
work of goodneſs.—None will deny the bleflings 
of creation, providence and redemption to be 
ſuch; neither ought they to deny his puniſh- 
ments alſo to be ſuch, for they are neceſſary in 
bis kingdom to produce the greateſt ſum of 
bappinels, as his bounties are. Thro' an eter- 
nity paſt, and an eternity to come, all has been, 
and will be, goodneſs in infinite action, to pro- 
duce a moſt bleſſed kingdom, and theigrautelt. 
good thro” an infinite duration. IM 
In, b on this ſubject, our hearts ovighit | 
to be warmed until we can ſay, eye hath not ſeep, 
ear hath not heard, neither 'hath the heart of” man 
conceived, the canſe we have to adore and love 
Go. The motives of divine government being 
once juſtly underſtood, wherever we go, or what- 
ever we ſee, adminiſters reaſon to rejoice and 
adore the Lord. If called upon to produce the 


the bounties of providence, and all the bleſſings 
of redemption; yea more, to our very trials and 
groans, for tribulation worketh joy to thoſewho 
receive it right, and even its effe&s on the obſti- 
nate will make the cauſe of God more glorious, 


© 
— 


2dly. Fro the zoodneſs of Gov; we learn 


the duty of cheerful fubmiſſion to all the works 
4 of his government. A 


Taz works of his coverflifidnt are aly 


ways right, 


a they always tend to the fupreme Food? He 
hath infinite power and knowledge, to execute 


"the purpoſes of infinite love; and can never be 
miſtaken in the courſe to ve purſued, or fail in 
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compliſhment. As this is the moral character, 
and theſe the natural powers of Gop, there can 


never be a reaſon to murmur, or think he doetn 


unwiſely, Our incapacity, to ſee how all events 
are the cenſequence of infinite love, is no evi- 
dence againſt the fact. Every day gives new evi- 
dence of this truth, and it will be accumulating 
thro? eternity. Who by fearching can find out 
Go, or perfectly know the wiſdom of his ways! 
Every repining thought is impiety; — and every 
wiſh that the principles of his government ſhould 
be changed, is oppoſition to his nature; for his 
law is an expreſſion of his character, and his 
providence is his nature acted' out, by external 
notices, to the knowledge of his creatures. 
Soy fuffers us to pray for deliverance from 
evil, and makes it our duty to uſe the means of 
preſervation; but if our prayer be denied, and 
the means prove unſucceſsful, we ought to ac- 
quieſce in his holy and wife ordering — to bleſs 
him under affliction—to ſay, h he /lay me I will 

tru/t in him, I will adore the goodneſs which or- 
ders all events, without deſiring his throne to be 
ſhaken, or his counſels altered in the ſmalleſt 


particular. 


3dly. THE goodneſs of Gop ſhows that fin is 
exceeding evil, and will forever be without ex- 
cuſe. i 1 

ALL fin is an oppoſition to Gop. If we op- 
poſed an unwiſe being—a being who is malevo- 
lent, and an enemy to the greateſt good, there 
would be an excuſe for the oppoſition, and our 
conſciences would ſupport us. But whom do 
we oppoſe ? A good being —a friend of happineſs 
—a God, who from the beginning, hath created 
and governed to produce the, greateſt ſum of 
happineſs—a LogD, whoſe requirements of us, 


= 
+ 
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— 


have a natural tendency to make the moſt bleſſed 


kingdom, and to make us partakers in it, if we 


| do not oppoſe him. What excuſe can be made 


for this oppoſition ? Shall we ſay it pleaſes us to 


"oppoſe and diſobey ? The very excuſe will con- 


demn us, for the more we are pleaſed with oppo- 
fing a ſovereign, who is good in his nature, in his 
laws, and in his government, the more guilty we 
are. The tranſgreſſor's pleaſure in ſinning, is 
the proof of his guilt, and the only proof which 
will be needed in the day of trial. Shall we ſay, 
we loved our ſins more than the ſpiritual duties 
of religion? This love is the ſin, and pleading it, 
is in a ſenſe pleading guilty. Who will ſtand on 
our fide, when our fin appears to be a direct op- 
poſition to the infinite love of Gop ? Na crea- 
ture, whoſe temper is right, will juſtify us. Our 
very companions in vice will condemn us, when 
they can no longer profit by our fins. . Even our 
own conſciences will condemn us. Self. con- 
demnation is an awful ingredient in the puniſh- 
ment of ſin, and it is one from which the guilty 
can never eſcape. If they could fly away from 
all other accuſation, from this they can never fly. 


They muſt remain ſelf. condemned ſo long as in- 


telligence laſts. And the more evidently they 
Tee the good character of Gop, and the tendency 


of his whole work to produce the moſt happineſs, 
the more miſerable they will become by ſelf. ac- 


cuſation. 
Athly. Taz nature of divine goodneſs is a 
proof, that ſelfiſh and unholy minds muſt be 
miſerable, until there is a change of their temper. 
Tux good government of God is purſuing 
one end, and they another. Gop is ſeeking the 
greateſt ſum of happineſs, a general good; and 
they are ſeeking their own happineſs, a particu- 


20 The goodneſs of Gop. Serm. L 
lar good, on the principles of excluſive advan- 
tage to themſelves. —A conſciouſneſs that the 

power of Gop, who is oppoſed to them, will 
overcome, muſt be a ſource of conſtant inquiet- 
ude. RO} 
IN every reſpect, fin lays a foundation for ſor- 
row and puniſhment.—Moſt of the finful paſſions 
are painful in their very exerciſe—they cauſe an 
accuſing conſcience—they contend with Gop, 
who muſt overcome—the conviction of the ſin- 
ner, that he is wholly under the power of Gon, 
whoſe purpoſes run counter to his own defires, 
muſt fill him with the utmoſt deſpair, after he 
hath ſinned away the day of grace. ' 
God is love—Gop is à conſuming. fire—Theſe 
two deſcriptions of the ſupreme nature, are per- 
fectly conſiſtent. That ſight of infinite love, by 
which holy minds are purified and made happy; 
like fire will pain the ſelfiſh and unholy, and the 
Foodneſs of Gop will ſeal their unhappineſs. 
How evil 1s the nature of fin, which renders 
creatures oppoſed to the general goed, andwretch. 
ed in themſelves! How full of majeſty is the Loxp 
our Gop! Good in his own infinite mind, and 
building up around him a kingdom of holineſs 
and everlaſting glory. Au. N. 
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The evidence of divine goodneſs. 


MATTHEW. X1F, 17. 
THERE is none good but one, that is Gov. 


JN. a ance aifequrle from theſc words, two 
things were propoſed. | 


I. To deſcribe the ande of Gop, as it ex- 


Iſts in his own infinite mind. 


II. Wnar evidence we have that Gon i 


To an inquiry for the e of divine good- 
neſs, or that God is a holy being, we will now 
attend. It has already been ob erved, that the 


goodneſs of Gop includes his whole moral per- 


fection, all that rectitude, which makes him wor- 
thy of love, adoration and obedience. 
THe evidence of divine goodneſs is Serived 
from two ſources. - Firſt; from the light of na- 
ture and reaſon; or in other words, it is known 
by the judgment, which a rational creature may 
form, from the evidence contained in creation, 
and the government of the world, and tholp mor- 
al agents who inhabit it. | 


_ 8 


22 Evidence of divine goodneſs. Serm. II. 
Tux ſecond ſource of evidence for divine good- 
neſs is in the revelation Gop hath made of him- 
elf, his will, and the ultimate deſign of his gov- 
ernment. Each of theſe ſources of evidence are 
ſufficient to ſhow, that God is good or holy. By 
the firſt, the heathen who have not a revelation, 
are rendered inexcuſable for their fins ; by the 
fecond, impenitent ſinners under the light of rev- 
elation, which contains the greateſt evidence of 
goodneſs, become the moſt guilty of mankind. 
No one will deny, the evidence of Gop's 
goodneſs to be increaſed, in a very great degree, 
by his word ; in which his character is drawn, 
his purpoſes and counſels made known, and his 
motives for appointing miſery fully expreſſed. 
Some of the moſt plauſible objections againſt 
the goodneſs of Gop are completely refuted in 
the ſcriptures, and the dark parts of his govern- 
ment explained to the underſtanding of men. 
Ir is alſo allowed, that the light of revelation 
Warane the natural evidence appear with more 
ſtrength, than it could without a written word. 
Alſo That ſome of the inſtructing effects of a rev. 
elation, may have been found among moſt people, 
either by tradition or through ſome other means. 
Notwithſtanding this, it is conceived, the works 
of creation and providence, do contain an evi. 
dence diſtinct from revelation, that the author 
and governor is good. f 
Ix men's inquiries on this ſubjett, they are apt 
0 17 two queſtions, which ought to be kept 
& : 
Tax firſt is, Whether hes? be natural evi- 
dence of Gop's moral character? The ſecond, 
Whether men in general have ſeen this evidence, 
fo as ta be convinced of divine rectitude. There 
may be evidence, which is not ſought after or 
received. If a man in chriſtian lands, doth not 
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read the books of revelation; or is fo — 
in ſenſual purſuits and gratifications as to neglect 
the means of inſtruction, he will be ignorant of 
the revealed evidence of divine goodneſs. This 
is actually the cafe with the greater part of per- 
fons in chriſtian lands. They negle& reading 
the holy ſcriptures.— Their thoughts are wholly 
on the amuſements and intereſts of the world and 
the gratification of their own luſts.—Even in their 
attendance on public worſhip, their thoughts are 
in the ends of the earth. Such perſons ſhow an 
amazing ignorance of Gop's moral character, 
till this is no argument againſt plenary revealed 
evidence of his rectitude. So with reſpect to 


thoſe, who are without revelation ; though the 


books of nature and providence lie open, they 
have never read them. Perhaps not one in a 
million of ſuch perfons have attained to a'knowl- 


edge of divine goodneſs, but this doth not prove 


the total want of natural evidence whether GoD 
be a good or evil | being. 

FURTHER, it is certain that the glory of truth, 
is hidden from all unholy perſons, though they 
have both the natural and revealed evidence; 
and a ſight of the glory of truth is perhaps a 
ſource of higher conviction to the mind than any 
other. 

Tux following are eme of the reaſons for an 
opinion, that there is ſufficient natural evidence 


ol divine goodneſs. 


Iſt. Ir there be not evidence antecedent to 
revelation, both of the being and goodneſs of 
God, it is not ſeen how there can be a certain 
reliance on the truth of ſcripture. _ 


IT is always required we give evidence from 1 


creation and providence, of the being of Gon, 
before we attempt to prove a revelation is from 


bim. It alſo ſeems proper, to evince his * 5 
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24 Evidence N goodneſs Serm. u. 
neſs from thi fame: ſource, before we call on 
mankind to receive his word as infallible: truth 
for if he be not a good being he may take delight 


In deceiving impotent creatures, and having great 


power, he might carry on the fraud through ma- 
ny ages, by miraculous operations, and by pre- 
dicting and fulfilling his own predictions, to 
make a final diſappointment the moſt diſtreſſing. 


At appears, therefore, to be fit men ſhould 


have prior evidence, both of the being and moral 
character of God, before they are called upon to 
receive his word as infallible/truth. 
2dly. Taz ſcriptures do in many places, either 
directiy or impliedly, refer to creation and the 
overning providence of Gop, for evidence of 
is goodneſs and moral perfection. When Gon 
looked on creation he ſaw the whole to be good, 
both fitted to the uſe for which it was made, and 
to ſhow the goodneſs of the creator. If the crea- 
tion appeared fitted for a good deſign, this was 
evidence that the creator was a good being. The 
holy ſcriptures do continually appeal to the 


works of nature and providence; as evidence of 
Gov's moral perfection and our obligation to 


ſerve him. David, in calling on men to praiſe the 
LoRD recapitulates the works of nature, and the 
events of divine government for evidence of the du 


ty; but theſe mriſt alſo be evidential of goodneſs, in 
order to ſhow that we ought to praiſe Gop, for a 


being deſtitute-of goodneſs cannot, in any caſe, 
have a right to our praiſe. Or, if any conſider 
the works of nature, as evidence only of Gop's 
natural perfection, his knowledge and power; 
this is inſufficient, for natural perfection of the 
higheſt degree without goodneſs, is not worthy 
of praiſe. - 

Tr apoſtle Paul, E decides this point, 


im * ſecond chapters of the epiſtle to 


1 
* 


Serm Bo 


the Romans. He is 2 renting of the 
moral character and guilt. of the heathen, and 
conſiders the circumſtance of their having no 
written law or revelation to teach them. (Chap. 


i verſe 19, 20.) Becauſe that which may be known 


of Gor, is manifeſt in them; for Gop hath 
it unto them. For the inviſible things of him from the 
creation of the world, are clearly ſeen, being. under- 
Acad by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and GopazAaD ; ſo that they are without en- 
cuſe. | 
us clauſe, /c that they « are 1 excuſe, fixes. 
the apoſtle's meaning. The inviſible things of 
Gop, and his eternal power and. GoDHzap, 
which are ſaid to be clearly ſeen. by the things 
which are made, mult include his moral as well 
as natural perfections; otherwiſe, they would not 
be without excuſe. Men cannot be inexcuſable 
for their ſins without knowing a moral law, for 
| Where there is no law there is no tranſgreſſion. 
They cannot know a moral law without a know -· 
edge of the lawgiver. A knowledge of the law, 
and of the lawgiver's character, — imply 
each other. Knowing Gop's power only, never 
could have acquainted the heathen with a moral 
law, and being ignorant of this, they could not 
haye been inexcuſable. N 
Tuis idea is confirmed by what the apoſtle ſays, = 
| (Chap. ii. verſes 12, 14, 1 5,) For as many as have 
ſinned. without law, ſhall alſo periſh without law © 
and as many as hav Rune in the Jens Bo ; 
ed by the law. For when the Gentiles which have 
not the law, do by nature the things contained in the 
law, theſe having not the law are @ law unto them- 
ſelves, which ſhow. the works of the law written * 
their hearts, their conſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and 
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+ Ir Gop be not a good being, why is the hu- 
man body in all reſpects adapted to the conyen- 
ene of the poſſeſſor. Why is the world ſtored 

with objeQts to ſatisfy our neceſſary wants. Why 
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ing, one another. 


By having, or being without 


the written law, in this paſſage ; is meant, having 


the law and inſtruction of revelation, or being 
deſtitute of it. He conſiders thoſe who have not 


the written law, till as having the law, and a 


condemning or acquitting conſcience. How 
there can be a knowledge of the law, and a con- 
demning conſcience to juſtify God in the day of 
judgment, which the apoſtle alſo mentions, is diffi- 
cult to conceive, unleſs there be evidence of his 
moral character in creation and the works of 
providence. 

IN the ſcriptures, the heathen are often deſcri- 
bed as finning againſt light and knowledge—as 
being wilful in their ſin—their idolatry in wor- 
ſhipping ſtocks and ſtones, and the hoſt of Heay- 


en, and in departing from the true Gop is char- 


ged as a great crime ; but it is not ſeen how this 
idolatry could be ſo great a crime, if they had 
not evidence of God's moral perfections, and 
ſuch evidence as they would univerſally have 
ſeen if their hearts had been right. It is the 
moral perfections of Gop which entitle him to 
worſhip. It would be as unreaſonable to worſhip 
an infinitely evil being, as it is to bow before 


ſtocks and ſtones. In this manner, the ſcriptures 


bear teſtimony, that the goodneſs and rectitude of 
Gop are%videnced to human reaſon, even with- 
out a revelation. 1 

- 2dly. Tux RR is a general tendency in the ſtruc- 


ture of nature, and government of providence, to 


reward moral virtue with happineſs and to puniſh 
fit with miſery ; from which, we infer the divine 
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Serm. II. Falun of divine  goodneſt, 25 
is material nature dreſſed in ſuch a profuſion of 
beauty ? An evil Gop would certainly have ſpread. 
it rouud with the curtains of, deformity. Why is 
there a conſtant proviſion for the wc of man 
and beaſt. Why is there a preparation for all 
the ſocial 8 which with the aid of virtue, 
would make the human ſtate happy indeed. 
Why, in ſhort, js there a natural conſtitution to 
make the good happy and the ſinful miſerable, for 
this is the caſe in both. 
Tux wages or conſequences of ſin, are pain of 
body and mind, unhappineſs in the ſocial con- 
nr Fave and death. Intemperance is followed 
with diſeaſe and torment; diſhoneſty with loſs of 
reputation, and mens abhorrence; the gratifica- 
tion of ſinful luſts, with wars, fightings and infa- 
my. Enmity and hatred-are proper names to 
expreſs the inward torment of the ſinner, and a 
condemning conſcience, is certainly found in the 
Anner' s own breaſt, whether he hath a revela- 
tion or not. The moſt pleaſing ſinful enjoy- 
ments are followed with diſſatisfaction and a re- 
maining ſenſe of want, which is not a ſmall de- 
gree of miſery. Take the moſt proſperous ſin- 
ner, one of whom the world will ſay he hath ev- 
ery thing to make him happy, he ſtill remains 
unhappy, thro? innumerable wants and deſires of 
4 unſatisfied heart. Miſery is prepared both for 
immoral actions and an unholy heart; and ſuch 
a mind will forever remain unhappy. © 
Ox the other hand, there is a tendency in na- 
| on = providence, to reward moral virtue with 
happineſs. 
- TzmrPERANCE and induſtry promote health 
and mental vigor, and give us the neceſſary com- 
forts of time. Truth and integrity obtain the 
confidence and love of mankind. A religious 
| W and ae * Peace: of egnſcien: 
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28 Fvidence of divine goodneſs. Serm. II. 
and happinefs in all the ſocial relations; and 
where the objects of religious love are choſen, 
peace of mind follows. This general ſtructure 
vf nature and providence will appear to a perſon 
ho conſiderately examines; and if there be 
found a tendency to reward virtue with happineſs 
and to puniſh vice, it ſhows the creator to be 
pleaſed with goodneſs, and having found with 
what he is pleaſed, there is no difficulty in know. 
ing what his moral character i is. 
pt N 

f [FoxTHE R, the e of nataral conſcience 
1m Al men will not be denied. It is found in 
places here a revelation, in the common mean- 
ing of the word, never reached. Whence comes 
this judgment 'of natural conſcience ?/ It muſt 
bes be founded on ſurrounding natural evi- 
dence addreſſed to the underſtanding, or be a 
conſtant revelation to the mind; and the latter 
18 too abſurd to . Fir 


Ar is end for theſe reaſons and ſund 
others which might be mentioned, that the works 
of creation and providence contain evidence that 
God is a being of moſt gletious goodneſs. 
Trex only reaſon mankind do not ſee this wy 
Fri is 5 ſinfulneſs of their own hearts. We 
know men have very different opinions of the di- 
vine character, and that vicious motives, and e- 
ven the enormity of fin have been attributed to 
the Gopyftar. But is this confined to the pla- 
ces in which a revelation never ſhone ? By no 
means. In chriſtian lands, a multitude of peo- 
ple, with the Bible before them, form as falſe no- 
hag: - Gop's moral perfections as the heathen 
o, and appear to be ee true EP ons 
-of divine _— | m—_ 


2 


Serm. II. Euidente e divine goothneſs. 9 
— 
- WHERE Was more groſs idolatry ever mmitg. 
ted than in ancient Iſrael, who ad the law n 
the prophets; or than in the modern antichriſtt 
ian world, poſſeſling the compleat cannen of 
ſcripture ? But we do not from this determine 
the holy ſcriptures to be deficient in evidence af 
the divine holineſs, on_— his e Tight to adoratom, 
prayer and worſhi "OR c dots 
JE light ners in the darkneſs and. hi dark. 
neſs comprehendeth it nat. This in the vnd, 
that light has come into the world, and men love dark- 
eſs rather than light. One thing meant by Hght 
in theſe ſacred paſſages, is evidence of truth. 
They were, perhaps; ſpoken of revealed evidence 
of truth, but apply às well to natural evidence. 
The abſurd notiens men have had of the divine 
character, are no ground to determine againſt tie 
ſufficiency either of natural or revealed evidence, | 
for the moral perfection of IEHOvAR. 
Sirrul. minds do not ſeek evidence; they are 
prejudiced againſt it; they do not ſee the glory 
of truth; they try to pervert it, that they may 
gratify their own hearts, and live with a quiet 
conſcience, at eaſe in ſin. All this is no argu- 
ment againſt the ſufficiency of light. In a thou- 
ſand inſtances, it ſhines in the darkneſs of an un- 
holy mind, and the e er . Nr it 


Hot. 


Surrosk a creature o perfect holineſs were 


placed in the world, without a revelation; butwith 


all the other means and opportunities to learn 
God's character, which men have. It is preſum- 
_ ed, that from creation and providence he would 
learn the holineſs of the Lord that he is oppo- 
fed to ſin and will puniſh it—and would ſay, na- 
ture is ſo filled with evidence that Go is good, 
and requires it in men, they will be inexcuſable 
for all unholineſs, and cannot plead before the 
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zo Evidence of divine goodneſs. Serm. II. 
judgment ſeat, the impoſſibility of knowing the 
character of their judge. 

Bur it may be objected, there is miſery i in the 
world, and how do we know Gop doth not de- 
tight in miſery, rather than in happineſs ? Jan. 
fwer, ſuch a holy mind as I have ſuppoſed, even 
from the miſeries of the world, as they are ap- 
pointed and applied in the preſent divine govern- 
ment, would learn that the Lord is a good being. 
The pure and holy creature I have ſuppoſed, by 


HH of his holineſs would ſee the infimte evil 


of ſin, the juſtice of Goo in condemning, and 
5 appointing the greateſt degree of puniſhment 

r'the guilty ; and when he come to compare 
the demerit of fin, with the miſery that actually 
happens, he would even from this determine 
Gop to be a good being. Seeing how much 
leſs miſery there is than fin deſerves—how many 
mercies are mingled with human forrows and 
pains—how kind the Lord is to the evil and un- 
thankful—how calculated his judgments are to 
warn, to reclaim, to prevent fin ; and attending 
to all the circumſtances under which pain - and 
affliction exiſt, he would conclude the being who 
orders this, to be gracious and infinite in his 
goodneſs. The pains of another world will be 


retributive; but I think, that even without a rev- 


elation, there only needs a holy heart, to ſee thut 
the pains and miſeries of this world, are fo alloted 
and mingled with alleviations and mercies, as 
prove the preſent ſtate to be corrective and diſ- 


k ciplinary ; and if Gop appears to act rather as a 


correcting than retributing judge, theſe very pains | 


are evidence of his goodneſs. 


Ir may be objected further; fin exiſts, which 
G0 had power to prevent, and without a reve- 
Rin, this would make it probable he delig hts 
in ut rather than in Seel or "To 


Serm. II. Evidence of divine goodneſs. = 31 
anſwer this let us again feral a mind of pers 
fect holineſs called in, to judge of Gop's chaxac- 
ter from the exiſting ſtate of things in the world, 
And what would he ſee ? He would ſee a World 
full of ſinners, creatures made by Gop, who are 
evil inſtead of good. What beſide this would he 
lee! ? He would behold Gop treating them with 

reat patience and long ſuffering—following their 
ingratitude with kindneſs—fending his rain an 
- cauſing his ſun to ſhine on the unjult—he wu 
obſerve the general ſyſtem of nature conſtructed 
to do them good, to reward every virtue Wit 
| happineſs and every vice with pain—he i 
ſee all things and events ſetting the moſt powere. 
ful motives before them to be holy and F 
From the general proſpect and viewing all its, 
parts, notwithſtanding the fact of there being) 
ſin, he would conclude the Supreme Creator, to 
be good; and that if he were not good, he never, 
could treat ſinners as he doth, or fill nature and 
providence all around them with the moſt pow- 
erful motives to leave their ſin; and though he, 
might not be able to account for the e 
would ſtill determine it to be conſiſtent with infi-, 
nite goodneſs. It is conceived, our own ſin and. 
. Prejudice is the only thing that prevents our ſee- 

ing a natural evidence of Gop's holineſs 
. I Have enlarged on this branch of, evidence. 
that Gop is good, becauſe it is neceſſary for two 
points; to eſtabliſh the holy ſcriptures, and alſo 
fully to expoſe human guiltineſs, and ſet the 


criminal nature of fin in ſuch a point of view, 48 * - 


it will appear at the day of trial and final jud g- 
ment. | 

Ixxow, that ſome have endeavored to eſtab 
liſh the ſufficiency of a natural evidence of the 
moral character of Gop, hoping thereby to in- 
validate the need of N but T am not in 


=  Foidence f dine 8 sem. n. 
the leaſt alarmed by the attempt. , As A \ friend of. 
revelation, I will thank. all who oppoſe, it, ta, 
aſſiſt me in collecting natural evidence of the 
goodneſs of Gop; for the more they collect, 
the more they will eſtabliſh its truth, and not at 
all detract from the need of its being given. The 
maxe alſo, they will prove themſelves to be very 
guilty ſinners, and in need of ſuch a ſalvation by 
fovereign and ſanctifying grace as is —__ only 
in the holy ſcriptures. _ - 

WHETHER Go be 1 e good; * 
whether infinite goodneſs will ever ſave ſinners, 
and if he will, how it muſt be done, are queſtions 

diſſinct in their nature, and ought not to be 
mingled. For the affirmative of the firſt we have 
both natural and revealed evidence, which ſhows 
the infinite evil of ſin, and the tranſgreflor's de- 
ſert of eternal puniſiment. For the laſt, whether 
infinite goodneſs will ever pardon ſin; and if he 
will, on what terms and by what expiation, we 
have only revealed VERS, the N of 
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"Om SECOND faites af 8 Fury he ö 
goodneſs, is in the revelation Gop hath made of 
himſelf and his will. Though there be a ſufficient 
natural evidence, to render ſinners inexcuſable 
in the day of judgment; the revealed is more. 
clear - and — The character of God. is 
drawn in the beſt manner to aſſiſt us in conceiv- 
ing of him. All holineſs. is attributed to him. 

a The unity of his nature and counſels are aſſerted. — 
The 5 — of the trinity, moſt important in 
the ſcheme of redemption, is revealed. The 
harmony of his perfections, Which men conceive 
ſeverally, is ſtated. The promotion of holineſs 
and happineſs, is told to be the great deſign of 
his government in all its diſpenſations. The im- 
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Serm. I. | Evidence of divine goodneſs. 3 
— 


| 83 of his nature and councils, and p 


fect harmony of his deſi gn, in all he does, is l. p 


luſtrated. Many of the myfterious parts of his ©. 


providence are opened to the underſtanding of 
creatures. The final rewards of his moral us | 
ernment, are placed before the hopes and 2 
of men, fo as to act moſt powerfully upon them. 
And the inquiry, whether and how he will fave 
finners is determined beyond room for doubtin 8. 


By the character of Gop, which i is ar =” 
revelation, we learn him to be all goodnefs and 
love.— Good in his mercies ; in the afflictions 
which he appoints to men; in forgiving the pen- 
itent, and in finally puniſhing the impenitent.—- 
All appearance of eontradiction or partiality, in 
the exercife of mercy to ſome, and the execution 
of ſtrict juſtice on others, is removed ; and the” 
good of the whole, which is the only object wor- 
thy of infinite love, is declared to be Poe . 
99 in all his counſels and works, 


When there be a S of . 
goodneſs, infinite wiſdom judged a revelation of - 
his true character to be proper, for many reaſons. 
Sundry have been hinted, and the two following 


_ ought to be particularly mentioned. 


1. Ir gives great additional knowledge of the 


nature of Gopꝰs holineſs or goodneſs, and the ſpir- : 
itual purity of his law; whereby thoſe who wiſh to 


fervehim,are aſſiſted in doctrine and practice, and 
wilful finners are more apparently inexcuſable. 
It is a dictate of goodneſs, that the nature, both 
of holineſs and fin, ſhould come into moſt plain 
view. The increaſe of evidence, increaſes knowl- 
edge. The increaſe of knowledge tends to pro- 
mote more eminent DR in the obedient, and 
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34 Enicence of divine grad 


8 as 


om the exceeding Gnfulneſs of fin in tranſ. 
reſſors. By the union of natural and revealed 
Fe Gop will become very glorious in the re- 
wards he appoints. Eſpecially, the guilt and 
| juſt, condemnation of ſinners will be ſeen with 
convincing'clearneſs, when it is known that they 
tranſgreited, both a u great natural evidence, 
and the full blaze of revealed inſtruction. 
2. Bur the moſt i important purpoſe for which 
a revelation was given, is to determine the queſ- 
tion; Whether infinite goodneſs will ſave ſinners, 
and by what means redemption is effected. From 
a ſimple knowledge that Gop is good, though it 
be on the greateſt evidence, we eannot determine 
ſinners will be reclaimed, forgiven and made 
happy. The law which forbids fin and denoun- 
ces eternal puniſhment, was ordained in good- 
neſs ; ; and human reaſon, from natural evidence, 


never could be certain any tranſgreſſors would 


ment. 


*. 


be releaſed from this condemnation and puniſh- 
Reaſon could not ſay, but ſin and miſery 
muſt be eternal, in every inſtance where- the 
commence. No difcovery could be made of any 
means, for glorifying Gop and advancing the 
happineſs of his kingdom by the pardon of wick- 
ed creatures. For this knowledge we are whol- 
ly indebted to the ſcriptures, and therefore it is 
Gi, that by Jzsus Chxrz, life and immortalit 
are brought to light, that is, a holy and glorious life 
and immortality. Gop, in his word, has afſured 
us ſome ſinners ſhall be ſaved from their ſins, 
and conſequently from the miſeries of the world 
to come. He hath taught us the method of re- 
_ demption, by the life, obedience and death of his 
Son; by a ſatisfying atonement, and the ſanQi- 
"fication of his Holy Spirit; by a gracious forgive- 
neſs, and title by free promiſe. to the glorious 
Vleſſednch of another . - RG woe 8 


p Sem. IL Evidence of divine bal. "TE 
d of goſpel doctrine confirms this grace, and 
e- teaches us how the unworthy are taken from 
d guilt and reigning ſin and brought to glory. 
a When we conſider the manner of redemption; 
* the connected doctrines in this wonderful ſcheme | 
e, of grace; the character into which his people are 
formed by a divine influence ; the evangelical at- 


h fections and duties of real chriſtians ; 3 the motives 

4 of divine wiſdom in that mixed variety of events, 

8, which take place in this world; together with 
m tte deſcriptions of future glory to the ſaints, 

it expreſſed by the higheſt images of preſent na- 

ie ture; the whole ſerves. as an additional and the 

le | higheſt evidence of divine goodneſs. All moral 

n- perfections in the SUrREME NATURE, ſhine with 

d- new evidence and a great degree of manifeſta- 

e, tion, by revealed grace through a Saviour. The 

Id moral glory of JeHovan, is ſeen in the face of 

h- IJxsus CHRIS, by men and angels, beyond what 
ry it mee have been without a redemption of ſin- 

ey | All this is conceded ; but from this it by 

1 —— 9 follows, there is not natural evidence 

ne of Gop's holineſs. We have alſo reaſon to ſup- 

k- poſe, that evidence of Gop's true and glorious 

l- charaQer, will be increaſing | through eternity. 

is * It is now, greater than it was under the Moſaic 

iy | diſpenſation ; will be greater when God's church 

fe thall. fill the earth; greater ſtill at the day of 

d WM judgment, and continue growing through all 

18, the ages of endleſs duration. | 
Id From the ſubject we may infer, - 

e- 1ſt. Al. L, who deny a revelation, on the 

lis ground of ſufficient natural evidence for the 

ti- moral perfection of God; allow that, which proves 
e- their own guilt and miſery, and leave themſelves 7 
us 8 without a remedy... 

m - * - SINNERS are individuals.” The object of I 


its goodnels i is the greateſt oy of n in 


* 


3 2. " 
N * 


11 
5 i, 


* — arp 20-0 N bes 
: = 3 8 : a 
» _ w_ 4-7 —_— . a 1 
1 " - 5 — = — < — 2 | 
Sag - . ft \ . f 
Var, 1 a a 1 —_ _ : \ = 
| b * GE = * - * I = : : 2 2 4 . — ow — 
* 8 g . FX") — 8 — 22822 2 SL — ot 8 
Ze SS ee nyt 2 . — —ꝛ rr rr 
— 7 Gee io oo ied ety —. 
13 — = 2 w - HE — , 4 * — 0 . hy = 
* wr - 7 5 - — — * 1 . 8 2 — FT . — o — + = 
WLX << LIL = 9 : AW, 6 ti he ==> y wo ICAL L: E. - r a — — bs — 1 * — 
r CER. N _ p a — oy —_— — CO NE * b — — — — 
N =. OP \ — 22 — — q bs att g 1. rs ; . q = r - — — — A 
* on - — * * r r ' : W DS A . 
= 2 5 — Lo, OE. a. 125 mY rr * 27 Coke. Ate 
n * D . 2 2 — rg Oy 0s * 4 
2 — ſion - 
1 < 9 1 
— 4 bt. 


Sem 
5 * 


"AX 88 2 RG WC 
A 2 — A p wo d + Tx 
=» 4 we _ - as 
3" £5032. Wow! 5 
2 = NG 
ny « $73 - 5 
— © 
— 5 * = * * 
1 2 ee 1 
3 whom n 1 1 * 
C3 28 SER : 3 
n — 2. 8 
_— JP - 
* 


2 WET Ef - 


36 Evidence of divine geodneſi, Serm. II. 


the whole, and this doth not. certify us that all 


individual finners will be made the moſt happy 


they can be. We could not have known, that 
one of them would ever have been forgiven, if a 
revelation. had not contained the good news, 
PERSORS who deny a revelation, do thereby 
deny a gaſpel. From the goodneſs of Gov, they 
infer there is no danger for them, and thus live 
without fear of wrath to come; but they might 
as well infer, from the infinite goodneſs of God, 


there never had been any miſery; which being 
.contrary to fact ſhows the manner of reaſoning 
to be falſe. Thoſe who reject a revelation, in 


order to free themſelves from a fear of puniſh- 
ment to come, and to avoid that holy life which 


the ſcriptures command, becauſe they think there 
is a ſufficiency of natural light concerning God's 
character and the duty of men, ought alſo to re- 


member ; that they have allowed enough to 
condemn themſelves and ſhow the juſtice of their 
eternal puniſhment, and have left themſelves in 
a-ſtate of forlorn miſery and guilt, by denying 
Gov's word, which alone contains evidence of a 
redemption thro* the blood of Chrift. Is there 
natural evidence for the infinite goodneſs and 
holineſs of JEHovan?! We allow there is. The 
tame evidence proves men to be ſinners, guilty 
beings, who deſerve puniſhment for rebelling a- 
gainſt infinite rectitude. Without the ſcriptures 
they are proved to be guilty, and nothing ap- 
pears but they muſt be forever unpardoned. 
The more this argument 1s: uſed againſt revela- 
tion, the more certainly and juſtly. the perſons 
who uſe it appear to be condemned. It is ſtrange, 


* 


that any who believe a ſufficiency of natural evi- 


"dence, for the perfect holineſs and goodneſs. of 


Gov, ſhould wiſh to. baniſh a revelation from the 


LY 


world. To help themſelves in one way, they ſhut 


ww 


* - 
LY 
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— governor of the univerſe? Certa 
In every caſe, what juſtice admits, goodneſs 


* 0 — <a, > —— . Ws. ̃— . . SO Rane. | 


Serm. II. Buidence of divine grodneſt. | * 


out help in another, and leave their own eternity 
under à moſt awful gloom. But perhaps ſuch - 


perſons, by the goodneſs of Gop, do not mean 
his holineſs, juſtice, and high diſ pleaſure with ſin, 


They may hope the goodneſs of God is a per» 


fection diſtin from his other moral attributes, 
and that its tendency is to make every creature 


happy whether he be holy or unholy, malicious 
or benevolent. If they have ſuch an idea, they 


are miſtaken in the nature of goodneſs, "Good=- - 
neſs and holineſs are two general expreſſions, each 


of them denoting the whole infinite rectitude of 


Godhead. All ſuch as from inattention to the 
ſubje& have thought differently are defired to ex- 
plain how an unjuſt 'being can be good. Is an 
unjuſt being good to'the perſon to whom he is 
unjuſt ? Or can we call an unjuſt being a pee 
ly not. 


admits alſo, and Go is good Becauſe he is 


holy, juſt, true and righteous ; and without theſe 


he could not be a good being. One way — 
which the goſpel declares God's 'goodnels, is 

evidencing his juſtice. He is juſt to Rae "i 
maintains his own right, aſſerts his prerogatives, 
claims the honor due to him, is juſt to his law, 


and to his rules of government in a univerſe of 
intelligent beings. If the goſpel ſaved ſinners, 


in any way that did not preſerve the rights of 
juſtice moſt entire, it would not prove God a 


good being. Juſtice is not only a part of good- 


neſs, but if one part be more eſſential than anoth- 


ers this is the baſis on which infinite goodneſs 
ſtands. 2 F< FILES 


TERRE is room to ſulpe&; that töme who al-. 
low a natural evidence of Goy's goodneſs, da 
not mean to include in it the juſtice which con- 


demns and puniſhes ſin ; but to ſet ſuch perfons 


38 Evidence of divine goodneſs. Serm. II. 
right, we ought to convince them that infinite 
goodneſs contains condemning juſtice on impens 

tent ſinners ; and not relinquiſh the natural evi- 
dence of Gov s perfection to ſilence their un- 
founded cavils. 

adly. Tus ſubject ſhows the greatneſs of light 
which ſhineth, ad the weighty evidence there is 
of all moral and evangelical truth. 

In the fame proportion as there is evidence of 
the divine character, there is alſo of moral truth. 
What could 'Gop have done more to inſtruct us? 
Nature and all its parts are filled to teach us his 
holineſs. The laws of nature contain much in- 
formation. Moral good and evil are taught us 
by cauſes and effects in the natural ſyſtem. The 
ſcheme of creation, as it comes to our under- 
ſtanding, leads up to a God, holy and Almighty, 
who is Pleaſed with moral virtue, and diſpleaſed 
with fin. We cannot look either on the day or 
night; on the ſtable earth, the animated fields, 
or "glorious heavens; without beholding evidence 
of the creator's character, who is the pattern to 

be imitated. Doth not our conſcious unlikeneſs 
| to him condemn uss? 

His providential government of nations and 
individuals teaches the ſame truth. The hiſtor 

of kingdoms and men contains a hiſtory of Gop's 
| counſels and rectitude. Divine revelation ſhines 
With a brighter light, and teaches us how God 
the Son, came from heaven to earth to prove the 
in tholineſs or goodneſs of the Father. Naturaland 
revealed evidence confirm each other, and in un- 
ion contain the higheſt ſum of inſtruction, which 
he preſent period ofbeing admits. An increaſe of 
evidence for any truth Jobs not ſhow, that there 
was not previouſly. enough to convince an un- 
prejudiced mind. It is often inquired why -Gop 
gives increaſing evidence of truth, and how this 
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is equitable in his treatment of creatures. For 
is one that is neceſſary in the nature of things. 


The degree of preſent evidence often depends on 


paſt events. What Gop and men have been do- 
ing ſince the creation, directs our preſent judg- 
ment of his character, and thus there will be an 
eternal accumulation of evidence, for truth that 


hath always been witneſſed ſufficiently, to con- 


vince an unprejudiced mind. The ignorance of 
God's character, which there is in the world, 
comes from the depravity of mens hearts. Evi- 
dence will not inſtruct all individuals in a ſinful 


world; for tho' it be ſufficient the heart oppoſes, 
and this oppoſition is againſt both the light of 


/ 


. 3dly. Taz ſubject teaches us that all who. are = 
finally impenitent will be inexcuſable before 


Gop. When they are in the preſence of the 
Holy Judge, as we all ſhall be after a few mo- 
ments more; when their appetites are reſtrained 
by their ſituation, and there is no longer a poſſi- 


bility of poſſeſſing worldly objects of ſin, they will 


be ſurprized at their own ſtupidity while mercy 


was offered. The greatneſs of light againſt which 


they ſinned will prove their guilt. Through a 
conſciouſneſs of its being the greateſt poſſible, 


their mouths will be ſtopped, and they will be 


ſelf. condemned, as perſons who have ſinned a- 
gainſt nature, providence and revelation. To a 
perſon in this ſituation how dreadful muſt a proſ- 
pect of eternity be! How piercing the reflection, 
here I exiſt, and muſt exiſt forever, a miſerable 
creature! My heart is at variance with my rea- 
Ton and conſcience, and the conflict muſt be e- 
ternal! Here lies the gnawing worm in my own 
boſom ! Outward afflictions for ſuch an endleſs 
duration would be dreadful, but this inward pain 
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40 Evidence of divine goodneſs. Serm. II. 
who can bear Every objection I offer againſt 
Gop or his government becomes evidence of 
my guilt and miſery. I can neither fleg, ner 
change, nor endure! I accuſe myſelf, and ſtill 
love the ſin I accuſe! If there might be an end 
but eternity ſeals my deſpair! _ 

Ir any in the pleaſing ſecurity of ſin ſhould 
chance to read theſe lines, they will probably cloſe 
the. page, call the writer an enthuſiaſt, and ſay ; 
in theſe days we are not uſed to ſuch a ſtory, 
once it would have done, but now it is too late 
to affrighten men. But ſtay, my fellow mortal, 
I beg thee to conſider. It is for thy own good 
this is requeſted. Haſt thou examined the ſub- 
jet thoroughly ? Art thou certain thy own hopes 
are well founded ? Doth not thy own conſcience 
ſometimes upbraid thee, and ſay it is poſſible this 
may be true, and if it be, my condition is bad in- 

If thou wert on a death bed, would it be 
poffible to put by theſe reffections ? And i is it not 
folly to poſtpone until the hour of dying, a prep- 
aration for eternity ? This is of all tines 5 9 


8 moſt unfit, and there is little reaſon to e 
that Gop, who hath been long neglected, will. 


then ſhow mercy. Let the goodneſs of Gop, in 
which we all thare, lead us to repentance. Our 
means of inſtruction are great. If the light be 
reliſted it will be a favor of death unto death; 
bpt if faithfully improved, will guide us to man- 
ip of e in 875 r God. AMEN. | 
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The juſtice of Gop: 


} 


REVELATIONS xv. 3. 


=D 


sr ad true c are thy mugs thou King of hene! 1 


IE juſtice of God is a, moſt amiable pers 
fection.— Our text is part of the ſong — # 
Moſes and the Lamb. Moſes gave the law, andi 
the Lamb of Gop gave the goſpel of peace un 
reconciliation. The inhabitants of heaven ſing 
an anthem, in which, law and goſpel unite to 
Praiſe God for his holineſs and Great 
and marvellous are thy works, Lozxp Gop Al, 1 A 
Ju and true are thy ways, thou King of ſaints — 
Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name? For thou only art holy : For all nations ſhall 


come and worſhip bare thee, for thy Judgments are 5 
m ade manifeſt. 

Tmis is ſung by the holy inhabitants of heav- 
en, introduQory to the ſeven angels going forth 
with the ſeven laſt plagues, the vials <9; divine 


A 3 


$1151 probably now in the midſt of that period, tie 
+ 1 forefight of which cauſed the holy inhabitants 
of heaven to bleſs Goo. 

Taz ſong concludes with theſe words, All 14. 
Hons ſhall worfbip before thee, for thy judgments are 
made manifef. The puniſhing judgments of 
Gop upon the wicked, are here aſſigned as a 
Leh cauſe for worſhip and praiſe. —Thoſe who 

re perfectly holy, ſee a fitneſs that the judg- 

| 3 of Gop ſhould be executed upon the wick- 
ed, and it is an amiable part of his character that 
he doth it. Every thing in Gop's character and 
government is rational and excellent, and there 
is as much propriety that ſin be puniſhed, as that 
virtue be rewarded with happineſs.—In the Rev- 
elations made to St. John, we often find the holy 
ſaints of heaven, praiſing and bleſſing Gop, for 
his judgments on the wicked ; and it is ſolely 
© owing to the depravity of our, hearts, that we 
- have not the ſame view of his juſtice, in puniſh- 
ing fin.——1 ſhall endeavor to illuſtrate the fol- 

lowing doctrinal truth. 
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IT xx juſtice of Gop in PRE; fin is an 
Y mpegs Ys: 

PID are willing to allow that juſtice i is amia- 
+ ble both in Gop and creatures, when it promotes 
their intereſts/; and doth not carry with it either * 
5 puniſhment or a denial of their deſires. So far 
as this, we may, find the moſt ſinful and ſelfiſh, 

a allowing the amiableneſs of juſtice. | But in ſuch 
+ caſes, it is not the holy Ln of juſtice 

2 Which they approve; and even their acquieſ- 
dence in this divine attribute is as ſinful, as their 
. own. hearts be.—Indeed, it is not the real juſtice 
of Gov, asit exiſts in his infinite mind and is 
diſplayed in his . which N approve. 


Py HAVE limited the truth to be 8 
the juſtice of God in punithing ſin; becauſe the 
anthem of praiſe, from which our text is taken, 
appears to be predicated on his punitory judg- 
ments; and alſo, becauſe, it is this part of the 
divine government, againſt which the corrupt 
heart moſt apparently riſes and een a be-un- 
__ amiable. 
| NorwiTHsTANDING che mot: ol ſuch 
apprehenſions, in this ſinful world, we have the 
| _ reaſon to determine that none can be ſaved 
by the goſpel of CHRIST, until they ſee the ami- 
x No. of divine juſtice, both in forbiding and 
_ puniſhing fin. Salvation by the grace of Gep 
in Jesus CHRIST, implies a ſtate of the heart, 
which feels the juſtice of condemnation, . and 
knows that Gop would be very glorious in pun- 
iſhing, if he ſaw it to be beſt. With no other 
views, can the creature fincerely pray, Gon be 
_ merciful to me a ſinner, who have no right to plead, 
and whom thou mighteſt gloriouſly 21 5 8 
full penalties of the law. | 
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'Berorr 1 proceed to ſhow the amiableneſs of 
divine juſtice in puniſhing ſin; it is proper, I 
.- ſhould make a remark or two to 9 miſcon- 
: ception. | 

W᷑x muſt diſtinguiſh between the mmichingels 
of divine juſtice, and the amiableneſs of the im- 


3 mediate effects produced by it. A puniſhment 


conſiſting in pain, either of body or e 


immediate effect produced ; and this, in itſelf, 


can never be deſirable. Pain or unhappineſs, 
Conſidered without regard to the conſequences 


flowing from it, is alike undeſirable both — 


by and bad minds, and to Gop himſel. 
Ix was undeſirable to the holy Jamia in his 
own caſe; ſtill he prayed to the . this 
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cauſe came I to this hour, that I ſhould ſuffer. Fa-. 
ther glorify thyſelf, in cauſing me to ſuffer. His 
ſufferings were undeſirable ; but he ſaw an infi- 
nite amiablenefs in the juſtice of Gop, which 


brought him to the hour of pain; and it was a 


moſt amiable temper in bing cheerfully to fub- 


mit to his paſſion. 


A. MAN, in his own calls. may very rationally 
prefer a natural evil, for the ſake of a greater 
good to follow. The moſt holy governor of the 
univerſe, may appoint unhappinels to the ſinner, 
which in itſelf is undeſirable in his fight ; for the 
ſake of a greater good in his kingdom. This 
is nothing like delighting in miſery ; and thoſe, 
who conceive the puniſhing juſtice of God to be 
of this kind, have never formed a true apprehen- 
ſion of this glorious attribute. 

IT is, doubtleſs, a very common thing, for men 
to have this falſe notion of Gop's punitory juſ- 
tice; and from not inquiring into the true na- 
ture 'of the attribute, they find difficulty in recon- 
ciling it with goodneſs, —Goodnels never delights 
in unhappineſs for its own ſake, neither doth. 
puniſhing juſtice. In this reſpect, goodneſs and 
juſtice are agreed, as on examination, we ſhall | 
find they be in all others. The reaſon men are 


ſo prone to form this falſe notion of juſtice, is 


their own ſinfulneſs.— They have the depraved 


exerciſes of hatred and revenge, and it gratifies 


and good Gop is never, in this way, delighted 
with the unhappineſs of ſinful creatures. It is 
nat ſtrange, that thoſe who form an opinion ar 


them to ſee the pain of their enemies. The holy / 


divine juſtice, on the model of their own bad 


o 5 aſſions, ſhould find reaſon enough to fault it. 


hile their own deformity is hidden from their 
ht thro? ſelfiſhneſs, > ng can in another beings - 
es it to be unamiable, if oppoſed to their defies. . 


* 


Serm. III. Thejwftite of G — os 
or intereſts. We muſt go to very different ſour- 
ces, to diſcover the amiableneſs of juſtice; which 
J ſhall now attempt, in the three following Per- 
ticular s. 

I. Tax juſtice which vaniſhes ſin, as it exiſts 
in the divine mind, is an exerciſe of goodneſs. 

II. Txz execution of juſtice produces the be 
effects in ſociety. 

III. IT treats the ſinner according to his true | 
character and deſerts. 

I. Ir is amiable as it exiſts in the ne mind, 
becauſe it is an exerciſe of goodneſs. The juſ- 
tice of Gop, which inclines him to pan is 
part of his goodneſs. Tho? it produces different 
effects, in the condition of the creature Who is 
puniſhed, from what would be by the exerciſe of 
grace; ſtill as it exiſts in the infinite mind of 
God, it cannot be diſtinguiſhed from his glori- 
ous love to himſelf and his holy kingdom. Go 
hath the fame motive to puniſh ſome ſinners, as 
he hath to forgive others. The whole divine 
rectitude moves towards one ultimate end or 
object, and neither his counſels or works are 
divided in their final tendency. One great de- 
ſign runs uniformly through his eternal counſels, 
and the execution of them by creation, govern- 
ment, redemption, the glory of his faints, and the 
puniſhment of ſinners. This deſign is to make 
the moſt happy univerſe—the greateſt ſum a 
holy felicity. The puniſhment of ſin, like all 
other works, leads directly to this end. So che 
Juſtice, as it — in Gop, is goodneſs. Puni- 
tory juſtice is as neceſſary to make him a being 
of infinite goodneſs, as his diſpoſition to forgive 
and glorify repenting ſinners. . This infinite good- 
neſs and juſtice hath no private end, or parti 
deſtres. He ſanctifies and forgives ſuch as thess 
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' fone for the ſame end. If Gov's general mo- 
tives be the ſame, in the exerciſe both of puniſh- 
ment and of grace; his character is as amiable 
in one as in the other. To omit either would be 
an infringement on his rectitude, and he would 
not be a Gop of eternal holineſs. 

Trx inhabitants of heaven, repreſented in the 
Viſion of John, had this apprehenſion of puni- 
tory juſtice'; or they would not have broke forth, 
in a rapturous anthem of praiſe, on ſeeing the 
ſeven angels go forth, to execute the ſeven great- 
eſt plagues ON a guilty world. | 


II. Taz execution of juſtice, in the puniſh- 


ment of ſin, produces good effects in ſociety. 


IT is the good effects or conſequences which 
come from puniſhment, which cauſe infinite love 
to chooſe it. The benefit of divine judgments, 
in ſuch a ſtate as the preſent, are very apparent. 
If there were no puniſhment, the earth would be 
filled with violence.—Sinful men, who are not 
drawn by love to think of Gop and ſeek him, 
would {pon forget and give themſelves up to eve- 
ry vice. Every thing would be directed, by the 
outbreaking paſſions and appetites of wickedneſs; 4 
and a ſenſe of moral obligation, either to God or 
men, woüld be almoſt wholly effaced from the 
mind. The condition of things would be wholly 
unit for a ſtate of probation.—It is probable, if 
there were no puniſhment here, but what is found 

in the very exerciſe of ſinful paſſions, men would 
be more miſerable through an exceſs of their 
paſſions, than they now are with all the judg- | 
ments inflicted by a righteous Gop; ſo that con- 
fidering the nature of fin, the preſent puniſhments 
of Gop, do on the whole leſſen the quantity of 
_ unhappineſs in the world. This is done by pun- 
— and the fear of it, acting as a reſtraint on 


7 


denn l. 22 of Con. - 
thoſe ſinful perſons who. have no love. of Go 
and his Kalt ks | | 


Bur we ought not to confine our view of the 
ſubje& within theſe limits. 


THrz prophet Hoſea faith, 6 Thy HR are 


as the light that goeih forth. By judgments are 
here meant puniſhments. They are a light in 

time, and will be through me vi A light, 
without which, the full excellence of holineſs can 
be neither known nor felt by creatures. They 
are a light to teach the holineſs of Gop—the 


determined rectitude of his nature—his abhor- 


rence of ſin—his determination to ſupport his 
moral law and government, by which myriads 
of creatures are made bleſſed. They are à light 
to ſhow the evil tendency of fin, for a great part 
of the puniſhment, flows immediately from its 
very nature and exerciſe. The greateſt happi- 
neſs in the created univerſe, is made by ſeeing the 
true character of God ; but how could this be 
ſeen, if he did not puniſh fin. If puniſhment were 
ſeparated from fin, it would go far to involve the 


moral ſyſtem in darkneſs, and thus take away the 


greateſt means of intelligent blefledneſs. 
Ir any ſuppoſe, that the puniſhments of another 


world, are defigned only to gratify ſome paſſions 
of the Supreme mind, ſimilar to the vengeance of 
ſinful mortals ; they have indeed formed a debaſ- 


ing opinion both of Gop and his government. 


Theſe puniſhments are deſigned to be a ſhining 
light through eternity, and will be 8 for 


the beſt good of ſociety, on the great ſcale mn 


which it fubſiſts.—Admit the exiſtence of fin, 
and this is a fact which cannot be denied, and pu 
iſhment is neceſſary for the general glory and 


amiable Parte of _ character. : There Reuß will 


a * 


good; and the juſtice of Gop who inflidts it, is ans 
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be an inſtance of puniſhment in the divine gov- 
ernment, that is not ſolicited by the moſt benevo- 
lent motives. When the attention of men is ar- 
reſted by the mighty power of Gop, they will ſee 
this truth ſo fully, as to filence thoſe objections 
which now riſe againſt divine juſtice. Though 


the heart may remain in full oppoſition, the tongue 


will have no argument to plead; and it will be 
one great ingredient of miſery to have a heart op- 


poſed to the Supreme government, without a rea- 
ſon to ſhew how it is wrong. 
\ 


II. Tae puniſhin juſtice v God treats the 


inner according to his true deſerts. 


"Tr is known, that if the ſinner aid not deſerye 
puniſhment, the divine character would not be 
amiable in executing it ; but there is a full deſert 
of all, that is or ever will be endured by the 
wicked. * 00 

TE finner is a to that holy temper, 
law, government and practice, which Pr abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to make the univerſe moſt hap- 
py. All the principles of ſin are oppoſed to ſo- 
cial good, and we can conſider the ſyitem of in- 
telligence in no other view, than a great ſociety, 
under the government of an infinite king. So 
much abhorrence, as is due to a ſet of principles, 


- which have a natural tendency to deſtroy all hap- 


pineſs ; the ſame is due to the principles of a 
finner's heart. And how ſhall this abhorrence 
be expreſſed, by a good mind and a good gov- 
ernor, except it be by puniſhment ? Let the man, 


who can ſhow any other way, come forth and 


teach the world. 


Buri it may be inquired, is it it poſſible the prin- 
ciples of fin ſhould 80 thus far? Do ſinners 


mean this by their vices ? Have they this enmity 
againſt God and the univerſe Let ſcripture 
anfwer. The friendſhip of the wvorld is enthity with 
'Gop ; whoever therefore will be a friend of the 
world, is the enemy of Gop. James iv. 4. Su- 
preme love of the world and of ſelf, is enmity 
with Gop.—Is not this ſupreme love of ſelf and 
the world natural to men, or do they love Gob 
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more!? Let their actions tell. Let their daily 


appearance, their devotion to time and forgetting 
of Gop tell. Let their prayerleſs lives and op- 
poſition to the kingdom of CHRIST tell. Let a 
review of their hearts and the ſubjects which 


have occupied their meditations tell. Let them 
confiderately, and in the fear of the Moſt High, 


anſwer this queſtion ; Have I loved Gop more 


than all other things with the chief ſtrength of 


my heart and mind ?—t is enmity and an injury 


to God to deny him that which the infinite. 
perfection of his nature deſerves, or to love the 
world and ourfelves more than we love him; 


and there needs nothing but an extenſion of 


theſe bad affections in the heart, to wiſh and at- 


tempt the higheſt rebellion againſt heaven. 


Boy's di finners nean this it all their Sit 


tions and affections? It is poſſible they may not 


think of this in all they do; yet they mean to do 
that, which ſcripture and conſcience tell them to 
be wrong.—They will purſue this, fo long as it 


promotes their own deſigns; and add opportu- 


nity and power to their hands, there would be no 
check to the immoral diſpoſition. A luſt to in- 


jure another, is the very principle which ends in 
killing; and a denial of one divine right, implies - 


a denial of all. Hence the apoſtle James faith, 


He that Pads, applet this lay, one point is gu- 


* 


| \ | 
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75 of all. This i is the nature of an uakoty: tem- 
per, and that evil heart which is natural to man. 

No one will deny that it deſerves puniſhment, 
and who can ſhow that eternal puniſhment is be- 
yond the deſert ? When we conſider, that it is 
a temper directly aimed againſt an infinite and 
eternal good, no leſs than the whole happineſs of 
Gop and his kingdom; that it never ſtops in its 
claims; never gives up the throne to  Gop, to 
whom it is due, but repines and is uneaſy ; never 
ceaſes coveting, nor can ceaſe, until a univerſe is 
ſwallowed up in its deſires; that no motive of rea- 
ſon or equity, no new light of doctrinal informa- 
fion will alter this diſpoſition ; theſe things being 
conceded, who can deſcribe the greatneſs of the 
ſinners deſert of puniſhment ? Deſert of puniſh- 
ment, doth not conſiſt in a certain quantity of re- 
venge being due to a certain quantity of fin ; but 
it ariſes from the ſinners relation to a holy Go, 
and the great kingdom of intelligence.—By fin 
he hath loſt all claim to good and is expoſed to 
evil: and the evil deſerved, is juſt ſo much, as 
general good requires. When we attend to the 
nature off ſin to deſtroy the greateſt good, and 

the infinite object againſt which it is levelled ; 
human imagination cannot conceive a greater or 
more durable puniſhment, than the public good 
may require, and Gop who knoweth all things, | 
hath been pleaſed to tell us it is without end. , 
O theſe grounds, it is ſuppoſed that the juſ- 
tice of. Gop which puniſhes ſin, is an amiable 
perfection. It is an exerciſe of divine benevo- 
lence ; reduces the beſt effects in ſociety ; and 
is MBE. ther to the ſinners true deſerts. The 
1 bear abundant teſtimony, to the excel- 

nce and amiable glory of Gop's juſtice, They 
Gl on men to love and ſerve him—to, exerciſe 
ci 4 2 and truſt—to fear and oY, him— 
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becauſe he is a juſt God. Indeed, if the” 155 
of God could be rightly impeached, in 5 ſn a 
leſt inſtance, it would overthrow the foundati 

of creatures re | | 


- A 8£810vs improvement may be made 25 hi 
far ect. N 


1. Ir teaches us the danger FE; . and ihe 
certainty of puniſhment on thoſe who do not re- 

nt. 
"Ir ſhows that Gon doth not ſpeak capricioully 
in his threatenings, nor act under the influence 
of ſach paſſionate hatred as men often feel., If 
this were the caſe, ſinners might hope he would 
relent and paſſion, ſubſide ; but as the. caſe now 
is, all the.evidence of his being good may be ad; 
duced to prove the certain fulfilment of his 
threatenings. Goodneſs, infinite goodneſs is the 
fame juſtice ; which threatens, A lA and 
will execute. To what can the ſinner appeal: ? 
If he flies away from juſtice, to ſome perfection 
of JEHovan which he thinks more mild; infi- 
nite love will anſwer, it is I who am executing 
this, and if I ſhould deſiſt, I could not be good 
to myſelf, and the immenſe creation around me. 
My juſtice, with which you are rightly terrifie 


is that goodneſs which ſpread the heavens, found- 


ed the earth, peopled the univerſe, and, governs 
for their happineſs. There is no perfection in 
Gop more mild than juſtice ; no compaſſion dif- 
ferent from it, to which the Hover who is rk 
condemned, may addreſs himſelf for eſcape... 41 

| Fun rhER, when the ſinner comes to ſee” 
theſe truths, as they will at laſt be exhibited zi 
will fix the ſeverity of that part of his 5 1 
ment, which ariſes from ſelf-accufation, and wil 1 
complete his deſpair of a remedy. Tho' he can. 
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not ſee the beauty of bogen, as it is ſeen by 
Go and holy minds; his reaſon will be con- 
vinced it is the goodneſs of Gop which paſſed the 
ſenrence, and = the rectitude which condemn- 
ed him is the foundation of heavenly bliſs. As 
© the evidence of Gop's goodneſs increaſes to his 
ſhe med: which will probably be the caſethro? 
eternity; it will at the ſame time be evidence of 
the perpetuity of his own ſentence. The accuſa- 
tions of conſcience accompanied with deſpair, in 
ſuch a caſe, muſt be extreme miſery. It is a fear- 
| thing to fall into the hands even of a good 
OD, When he comes forth as a condemnt 
judg e; and the terrors grow in proportion to the 
A atnde of his love. In view of this, Gop in 
the character of a Saviour addreſſing himſelf to 
priſoners of hope, exhorts us to immediate re- 
* and without delay to ape far our 
Ves. 


* 


2dly. To aſſiſt our ſelf. examination, it becomes 
us to inquire, whether the juſtice of Gop appears 
to us an amiable perfection; and if we think it 
doth, on what ground? 

Gop's whole character appears amiable to the 
| holy. They are not diſpoſed to ſeparate his va- 
rious perfections in reſpect of beauty, as men con- 
ceive and ſpeak of them under different names. 
| His juſtice, his ſovereignty N as lovely as his 
grace. Finite creatures muſt conſider an 3 
mind by parts, and all the parts to a ſanctified 
- foul appear lovely alike, He doth not ſay, this 
perfection dee another I am ſome afraid 
. and a third, I wiſh were removed from theſu- 

eme nature. Any thing of this kind in our 
bent. ſhows: a want of conforn ity to — 
tk his et doth non duch and reign * 
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Serm. III. The juſtice of Gov. 53 
—. 
Taz ſaints of God love his juſtice,” healer; it 
is neceſſary for his glory and the good of his 
kingdom; for tho? it may diminiſh their on 
happineſs, it increaſes the wholee. 
Ir we think ourſelves friendly to divine jultice, 
let us enquire on what ground our friendſhip 
ſtands : The heart is very deceitful, and fin bath 
a blinding power. We may have a very ſtrong 
hope, that our own ſins are forgiven, ſo that 
juſtice will never injure us, and that all its effects 
will fall on others while we are ſafe. I this, 1 
the only reaſon of acquieſcing in Goy's juſt 
we are hypocrites. A holy approbation of ſul. 
tice is not altered by any ſelfiſn conſideration; 
but can cheerfully ſay this is a glorious attribute, 
and will forever remain ſo, whatever its * 
may be in my own caſe. | 


3dly. Ir is neceſſary Gn ſhould ſubmit to 
the juſtice of God in condemning, and ſee the 
fitneſs of the ſentence he hath paſſed, before they 
can be benefitted by the grace yo the goſpel, and 
accepted thro CR They muſt. come as 
- penitents and mourners for fin, and they never 
can be true mourners for ſin, until the juſtice 
which condemns them appears right and amiable, 
and worthy' of an infinite and perfect Gop. | 
Coming to God and CHRIS, in the goſpel 2 | 
is a friendly exerciſe of the heart—friendly. 
+ Gop. himſeli—to the Mediator—to his — — 
goſpel and to his government, The object to 
| which we are friendly, whether it be divine or 
human, appears amiable. Sinners do not come 
to Curr the Saviour, until he appears glorious 
in all his perfections; in his juſtice, as well as his 


grace. The riſing of our hearts againſt the ſen- 


dene of our own condemnation, not only groves 
dbu want of holineſs, but a want of that renova - 


The juſtice of God. Serm. III. 
tion, which muſt precede our coming to CHRIST 
in a ſaving way. When ſinners have ſeen the 
fitneſs and the excellency of juſtice, they will 
loathe theinſelves— will mourn for ſin will be 
pleaſed with the goſpel plan and with the char- 
acter of Chriſt. They will come, receive, truſt, 
and glorify him; and none of theſe exerciſes can 

take place, until there hath been a reconciliation, 
of heart to the juſtice of God. By theſe ob- 
ſervations, we may bring our hearts to very ſtrict 
examination ; and all will do it, who have true 
apprehenſions of the conſequences depending. 


4thly.” How great will the glory of Gop ap- 
pear, after the concluſion of the preſent ſtate, 
when all moral agents in the creation, of whom 
we have any knowledge, have received their por- 
tion! . 8 
How glorious in all his attributes in creating 
goodneſs—in redeeming grace —in his patience 
and forbearance with a world of ſinners—in for- 
giving, ſanctifying and glorifying the guilty— 
and alſo in the execution of juſtice. Juſtice is the 
attribute with which men are moſt ready to con- 
tend, for they are afraid of it; but it will in the 
end appear both glorious and good. Enough is 
now ſeen to fix deep guilt on the tranſgreſſor, and 
more will be ſeen in the progreſs of divine gov- 
ernment ; ſo that the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb 
will be forever ſung. It will be ſeen, that to be 
Juſt is to be good; and in the adminiſtration of 
Gob, theſe two names of his character are never 
ſeparated. All holy creatures will agree in this, 
not becauſe they delight in pain, or have a pleaſ- 
ure in natural evil, for this is far from their 
hearts.—It is becauſe they delight in good, and 
4 the glory of goodneſs and juſtice to be the 
V e 


* 


Serm. III. 7 he juſtice of Gov. 85 
5thly. Tas deſcription that hath been given 
of divine juſtice, ſhows the perte& harmony of 


the law and goſpel. 


IT is very common for men to fall into the 
unſcriptural notion, that the law and goſpel of 
Gop are in ſome way oppoſed. The reaſon of. 
ſuch an opinion is, that the law condemns ſinners” 
and the goſpel pardons them. This is truth, 
ſtill the goſpel doth not pardon them in a way, 
which oppoſes the law. Grace doth not abound, 
in ſuch a manner, as accuſes the nature of] juſtice. 
Mercy and truth have met together, right and 
peace have kiſſed each other. Where is the 
of condemning juſtice, ſo fully proved, © 71 
goſpel of grace ? If juſtice had not been 8 
Gop would not have given his ſon to ſanctify its 
claims. If CuxsT had not ſeen an amiableneſs 


in the juſtice of Gop and the law, he would not 


have dale the curſe on the croſs. The goſpel 
is a moſt full diſplay of the glory of the law, and 
the forgiveneſs of free grace magnifies condemn- 


ing juſtice. Thus Gop glorifies all his perfect 


ions! Thus grace and juſtice will ever harmos. 
nize! Thus both the Calvation and puniſhment 
ume will make Gon to be adored forever and 


rr A net oc ARbETTE: 
- : We of C 
N bs 8 


bod > ot * 9 — — re EY 


- 


—O_—_— 


. —. En 


Xx NZ 
4 Ss o © 


SERMON W. 


The ſovereignty of Gov. 


LUKE X. . | 


In that hour Jesus rind in ; gilt, and ſaid, 1 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and. = 
that thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and 
prudent, and revealed them unto babes : Even fo 


Father ; for fo ir ſeemed good in thy fight. 


| 1 * ſovereignty of Gop i in the diſpenſations 
f nature and grace, is one of thoſe truths 


in which all who are good will rejoice. The vir- 
tuous delight in it, the evil are oppoſed to it. 
The virtuous chooſe a ſovereign Gop; the evil 
wiſh him to be removed from the throne. This 
prejudice againſt divine ſovereignty, ſhows both 
the wickedneſs and folly of ſinners.—It ſhows 
their folly as much as their wickedneſs ; for the 
only poſſible hope of tranſgreſſors ſtands upon the 
ſovereignty of JzHovan; and if he were not 
ſuch, it would be eternally impoſſible, that a guilty 
creature ſhould ever come to the holineſs and glo- 
* of heaven. | & 


| 


| \ ; 8 


88 27 be 22 of Cam | Ronan Iv. 
* N 
Thus our Sariour viene che doctrine. 5 

light of it he rejoiced in ſpirit, for he ſaw it to be 
right, and he always rejoiced in right things ; he 
ſaw it to be for the glory of Gop, which Was 
dear to him; he ſaw it to be the broad, the ſure 
foundation of ſinners redemption, | and that a 
ſcheme of grace could ſtand and be executed, on 
no other truth. For theſe reaſons he rejoiced in 
ſpirit, and ſaid, I thank thee, Father, that thou haſt 
bid theſe things "from the wiſe and 2 in their 
own opinion; from thoſe who take on themſelves 
to judge better than thy word, and to know by 
their own reaſon what the Lord of all the earth may 
and will do; from thoſe, who truſting to them- 
ſelves and their own works, cannot ſubmit to the 
ſoul humbling terms of the goſpel. I thank thee, 
Father, that thou haſt revealed theſe. things, unto 
babes; unto thoſe who are weak, ignorant and 
guilty, and in every ſenſe without ſtrength; for 
ſuch are all, whom the ſovereign mercy of Gop 
faves, 8 they are fandlified and A enlightened 
50 his ſpirit. : 


— 1 
r *, 8 * 1 


Cnklsr might alſo have: a N ph > A to 
; p character of the diſciples; who had then re- 
ceived him. They were babes in all external, 
l advantages, compared with the ſcribes, 
_ Phariſees. and ſpiritual lawgivers of the jewiſh 
nation; from whoſe eyes, t wg glory of CHRIST 
and the goſpel was hidden by their own ſin. 
Jo the diſciples there was a revelation, through 
che renovation of their hearts, of the ſpiritual 
glory of Gop the preciouſneſs of CnnIsr, and 
| the fitneſs of his goſpel, to redeem ſinners. © _ 

" Erzw ſo Father for ſo it ſeemed good in thy. fight- 
——Theſc are words of great emphaſis andmean- 
ing, in CHRISA's addreſs to the Father.—Jn the 
| nene clauſes he bad ar a divine - 
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tele) in hiding from ſome Fo revealing to 
others, and had praiſed Gop for this efficiency ; 
and in theſe words, he traces up the diſtinction 
that was made between men, to the ſovereig 
council of God, and acknowledges the fitneſs of 
4t.—Thoſe who ſee the divine character right, 
will know it to be a fit and deſirable thing, that 
"Gov" ſhould act ſovereignly in all his appoint- 
ments, and in the diſtinctions made between 
men, in the preſent and future e of 
is 8 


0 


; 1 SHALL. attempt to Wuſtrat the . 
| truth. „ 

8 1 Woe C03 een 
. Tur e of Gov, i in all cli, is 810. 
rious for himſelf and a reaſon of rJogny' for 


; Tes owing definition may Be given n of the 
divine ſovereignty. 
Ir is his all-powerful acting, e to his o 


will, and by motives 1 tt 1 5 er ig! own 


** ” 
I rY 


- 


10 kis ben An” | afting th thr can be no f. 
foetal refiſtance, for he is Almighty in M things; - 
"and the ineffectual reſiſtance that is made to hie 
will by ſinners, ariſes from his permiſſion, is 
'wholly under his control, and managed by 
him, in all reſpects, as he pleaſeth. 8 
Inxar Gov hath in fact this fovereign actzön, 
and that creatures ought to rejoice in ĩt, are truths 
to which the holy ſcriptures bear the moſt full 
teſtimony; and Wey are truths which ariſe from 
the nature of an infinite being, who is the ſole 
"creator and preſerver of finite exiſtence.— Io 
{ſuppoſe the contrary, would be the ſame as to 
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60 T he ſovereignty 1 . Iv. 
conclude, hei is not the ſole peter The Lord 
in his word, every where claims this ſovereignty 
to himſelf. The counſel of the Lord ftandeth for- 
ever 5 the thoughts of his heart to all generations — 
For God is in the heavens ; he hath dane whatſcev- 
er he pleaſed. ] form light, and create darkneſs; 1 
make peace, and create evil : I the Lord do all theſe 
things. Who warketh all things after the counſel uf 
his own will. Gop challenges a ſupremacy over 
the whole creation—the luminaries of heaven 
and the earth—the ſeaſons—the laws of nature 
—kings and empires—the minds of men and 


angels the good and the bad—the.paſt the preſ- 


ent and the future. He ſpeaks _ theſe as his 
agents, which are purſuing the deſtination of 
his councils ; and repreſents in the moſt forcible 


language, his high independence of any ng as | 


ternal to himſelf. 
He aſſerts the fitneſs that this ſhould be the 


caſe, and aſſigns, Thus ſaith the Lord” as uf- 


ficient reaſon, for the higheſt creature bath to . 


lere and ex. 


In comforting his om. he a ns © hi owp : 
ſovereignty, as a reaſon for their truſting and re. 
Joicing in him forever more; and repreſents their 


bleſſedneſs, ſtanding upon the benen good 
neſs of his nature. 


ALso in threatening ſinners with W "i : 


10 arenen, is urged, by his Wang a ſovereign, ; 


hand, or foreign. influence on his determination. | 


"Wan whole Jax and goſpel n in theſe 
ads of divine ſovereignty—take this away from 
the divine character, and it breaks 8 


of ahe oy and difunites hs; 3 # the 21 


— * 1 2 — N 


pat ſcheme, o that 1 wan become nene. 
een for falvation. ors 45 


Tur abſolute 8 0 Gap, hs one * 
thoſe doctrines, againſt which the unholy heart 
naturally riſes.Pride is mortified-z-. a wicked 
ſelfiſhneſs is crofled by it; and the ſinner ſees * 
that his-only {afety depends on the entire ſubmiſ- 
ſion of his will. Further, this ſovereignty ſhows 
the abſolute neceſlity, either of choofing what is 
not loved, or remaining under Gop's "difpleaſ. 
ure; ſo that the doctrine becomes alarming to 
his fears. Hence, as might be expected, hath 
ariſen many objections and miſrepreſentations of 
the doctrine; eſpecially, that it gives a gloomy 
and unlovely view of the divine character, and 
dae him more an object of Ts than of 1 
* 


'To difpekn the miſtakes Matic: as e 
ofs bad heart; and more fully ſhow, that Gop's 
ſovereignty is glorious for himſelf, and a reaſon- 
able ground for creatures to rejoice, the follow. 

2 ming! it - ought to be conſidered. 


10 Tun ſovereign deturaineticn ang; * abi 
God is not without motive and aan, nor is it 
the exceſs of bad paſſions. 

Ix DEE D, we cannot conceive, that intelligent 
beings ſhould, in any caſe whatever, act without 
motive; but they may act without ſyſtem.— By 


acting without £ 8 che im. 


pulſe of preſent — without a regard to what 
is rational and right. This, in a great meaſure, 
is the caſe with all ſinful beings, - In uſing the 
word ſovereign, we- ſhould: diſtinguiſn between 
its meaning, when applied to guilty ſinners, and 
when applied to an infinite and holy Gon. 
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. Sovereignty, i in the hand even of x a holy creature 


would not be deſirable, becaufe he cannot have 
knowledge to direct its operations.—Let his heart 
be ever ſo good, it would be dangerous to the 


_ univerſe, through a want of knowledge and pw 
er to exerciſe it in the beſt manner. 


* # 47 7 13 


SOVEREIGNTY, | in the hank of an unholy 


creature, is dreadful in all reſpects; for he hath 
neither underſtanding nor a heart to do wiſely. 


Such ſupremacy as evil men often exerciſe, hath 
raiſed a prejudice againſt the word in fome 
minds, who would rejoice in the aſcription of 
ſovereignty to Gop, if they underſtood it right 
in this high application. In the ſupremacy of 
guilty men, there is tyranny, oppreſſion, a wan- 
ton exerciſe of power according to the preſent 
impulſe of paſſion, abſurdity and miſery. Reaſon 
is difregarded ; right is forgotten, and jealouſy, 
enmity and rage act in the place of calm delibe- 


ration.— There can be no conſiſtency in ſuck a 
ſovereignty as this. Thoſe who act under it 


know not how to obey or pleafe ; or whether 
they ſhall meet the pn Mews ſmile or the war- 
rant of death. There cannot be the order and 
conſiſtency of ſyſtem, in the paſſions of fin. They 
flow from a ſelfiſh ſource, and act from the paſſion 
of the preſent moment.—If omnipotence and in- 
finite knowledge were given to a ſinful mind, he 


could not reduce the exerciſes and practice of 
fn to a conſiſtent and ſafe ſyſtem of action. He 


never could gain perfect happineſs. Perfect hap- 
pineſs, ariſes from the enjoyment” of an 2 | 
commenſurate to the capacity of enjoying; but 

the ſinner never càn find this in himſelf, n in 
all the creatures, though they were by an infi- 


nite power, ſubordinated to his wiſhes. —The na- 
ture of minds and of the creatures doth not admit 


a 


dan. The erigny of Gon: = 63 


in "The e of a Gnful creature muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be dangerous to others, n to 
wb and without rational deſign. 1 


Fan different fron this, i is the 1 93 
reignty of JeHovan. He is a Gop of order and 
ſyſtem —propoſes to himſelf the higheſt object, 
an object reaching thro' an eternity paſt and to 
come —and in all his actions and commands, 

keeps this object in view, ſo that the infinite ener- 
gy of his working is here centered. There is 
the moſt perfect order and ſyſtem in his ſove- 
reignty, and the ſame forever. His moral char- 
acter; his ſupreme; object, and all his counſels 
leading to this ſupreme and ultimate object, have 
whole harmony of reaſon and order in them. 
There is nothing that anſwers to the idea of paſ- 
900 and rcice, as they are applied to men. 


"Re MOVE imperfe&tion and ſin un the word 
ſovereign, | in its high application to Gephzap, 
and. ĩt goes far to ſhow that his ſovereignty, is 
glorious for himſelf, and &ground of. —* for 
ee, 4801 


* 


* Tur forercignty of Gon i is infinite goodnels. | 


III glory and l of the divine ſu- 
remacy, depends entirely upon his being a good 
and holy being. If Gor were an evil being, his: 
ſovereignty would be the moſt gloomy and ill- 
boding doctrine, that could be ſet before his in- 
3 ſubjects; but in the ſame proportion as 
we have evidence of his end it is matter for. 
6 g. 

@ TING: delights i in doh good—in 8 
the moſt good—in doing the moſt good with the 
1 Kane 1 evil, nf is LITRE) with- the: 
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object ſupremely ſought—and i in doing good to 
the greateſt number of individuals, that can be 
admitted as ſharers without detracting from the 

eneral ſum of bleſſedneſs. All this will doubt- 


ſels take place under the government of Go. 


There will be the greateſt good or fum of happi- 


neſs with the leaſt evil, and extended to the 


greateſt number of partakers, that the nature 
of things admits. This goodneſs of Gon, will 


be aſſiſted by infinite power and knowledge. 


To ſuch overeignty, what can be objected, or 
what is there in it unamiable? By this deſerip- 
tion, it is in the beſt and moſt powerful hands, 
and here every honeſt and good mind will choofe 
it ſhould remain. Evil minds have no right to 


object. Good minds will not 'wiſh to object. 


They chooſe ſovereign power to be in fuch Hands 
as will make the beſt uſe, and apply it to tlie 


1 


a Re oſt Suh ſo that the was of . 5 
e | 


: Tar tis of Gov is Everdiſed with 
but partiality and reſpect of perſons, and there- 
fore glorious for himſelf, and ſafe for the rational 
univerſe. In exerciſing that power over crea- 
tures, which the holy bert ripture compares to the 
power of the er over + thi clay, making one 
veſſel to honor 8 to N fag ot is 
moved by motives neral good. In pany. 

Home 104 holineſs od n thro? free gra 

and juſtly leaving others to periſſi in their fins, 
he ads Ike à good Gow; and the general cauſe 
of holineſs and happineſs, is as much promoted by 
leaving ſome, as by pardoning others. In this 


fenſe, he is no reſpecter of perſons; that is; doth 


not treat them differently, thro” any previous or 
fimiſter attachment to one and averſion to the 
eker; for ke grounds his different treatment en 
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2 22 t which includes his own g creat 
, and the higheſt good of the An pe 
ered as 4 collective and intelligent ſyſtem. 
7 3 . to Lines Gop for this * 
W A ns Ts oe. 


as Tus ky is no > injuſtice done to any creature 
by the divine ſovereignty. 

Taz impenitent are not treated contrary to 
juſtice. The redeemed ones of Gon, are accept- - 
ed by. free grace, in a way conſiſtent with the 
juſtice of Gop and his government. Thoſe who | 
are left are rewarded, in all reſpects, as juſtice re- 
quires; according to their temper, and their ac- 
tions, and as the N e of ſociety requires; ſo that 
the ſovereignty of Gop, hath all — lory 'of infi- 
nite goodneſs and infinite juſtice. creatures 
cannot. rejoice in this, it ſhows their hearts to be : 
bad, and oppoſed to right. 


"3 * 


Py Tus. ignorance which 93 in unholy 
minds, of the glory of this doctrine, and their 


unable to rejoice. in it, is no evidence ag 
the truth advance. 


So long as the mind is atogrterunhly, ts 
unable to ſee the true glory of any divine : 
tion or moral truth. A rational conviction of 
truth doth not diſcover its glory.— The — 
fays, If our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them whaars  _ 
bb 2 2 oe 
treats 


aro ing character in s manner 

ing men. 
IT is . perſons, 7 Os 

will either ſee the glory of Gop's ſovereignty or 

| in it. They cannot rejoice, Prat. e they 

are oppoſed to it; neither doth the mind ever 

fee amiable. b, in a rh, 0.00, OE a char- 
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acter to which it is oppoſed. So long as fin a- 
bounds in the world, it muſt: be ex 
ſons enough will be found, to deny the glory of 


the doctrine advocated; "and; if it were not thus, 


fin would contradict its own nature. Let all 
men be made holy, and conformed/to'Gop in a 
goſpel temper, the praife of divine ſovereignty 
would be conſtantly on their tongues; and the 
ſupremacy of the divine POV, would be 
the higheſt ground: of their) N n 


pected, per. 


6. Tae foveveignty of God was (defined i to be 


“His all- powerful acting according to his own 


will, and by motives derived en N Us: own. 


mind.” 


. 13 


7 6b is Lridentiy implied, k ah foal repre- 


ſentations, that his motives for acting as he doth, 
are derived from within himſelf. It is in ſuch 


ding to the counſel 
af: his own will—according to his own. good 


eſſions as theſe, <** accor 


pleaſure—becauſe it ſeemed good in his ſightꝰ 


uith a vaſt multitude of ſimilar paſſages, which 


carry the human mind, to conceive all 'motives 


of divine action, originating in Deity himſelf. 


And whence could Gop's motives ariſe, unleſs, 


it be from within himſelf ? Antecedent to all ex- 


iſtence beſide his own, there could be nothing 


3 5 without himſelf, to dee him by way of mo- 
| ive. Certainly, therefore, he muſt find the mo- 


tive within himſelf to create; to create ſuch a 


thing exiſted independent of his creating fulneſs, 


and beyond the reach of his governing control, 
he might have motives to action, external or with 


aut bimſelf; but ſo long as it is allowed, that all 
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ſyſtem as he hath; ſuch creatures as exiſt; and 
all the E e of their exiſtence. If any 


ate der ndent t on him in the moſt abſolute man- = 


ner, it muſt Allo be allowed, that all this modi” 
to his ſovereign: action, are from within himſelf. 
His ſovereignty, therefore, is of the moſt perfect 
and abſolute kind; and the more abſolute, the 
more glorious for himſelf, and 5 e malen 


1 creatures to W | 


Hens che proud bean e., 85 
Can ah ” a of rejoicing chad I am in 
the hand of a moſt abſolute ſovereign ? ? Is this 
conſiſtent with my dignity as a. rational creature, 
and a free agent Truly it is. If thy reaſon 
be exerciſed right, all its dictates will be in con- 
formity to the ſovereign counſel and acting of 
| Gop.—lf thy heart be oppoſed to infinite reaſon, 
ar prejudices thy reaſon, it is the depravity of th 
heart, and not the ſovereignty of Gop, w 
degrades, and takes dignity away from iber on 
Neither is thy dignity às a free agent leflened- 
gels and holy men are in loving and obeying 
er Is not ſin thy choice? Do thou not fin 5 


in finning, ere Ol 


will never Helo thy freedom as a N 2. 
gent, but an pur uſe of this freedom hath made 
thee baſe, and without repentance, will bea the 
e of ay f forever. eee fa] 
ef Tas fohreignty of Got is in Ho of 
all our bleſſed hopes of e and e 
er, 9 278 


1 HE holy FOES alan. traces ah eh al 
| vat ion of nfs ſinners to the free, rich and ſove-- 
reign Gon, and to the riches of good- 
nels ef; within his own'mind;; to the purpoſe which 

W Deu _ foundation of the Gin 
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| — 1 ſpeak of Gov, as being als to exertiſe 


"gee to try the ſtate of our own hearts. 


* nd _— 


5 9 E. the bbreleiguey 
che 3 tuppineſs in the . 5 


r c 


TOC IST — — — 
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CI mH of Gon 


_ Kindneſs for his own mercy's ſake, and his own 
* name's fake ; and not for the fake of thoſe who 
are forgiven.—All hope for ſinners ariſes from 


the divine ſovereignty.— Take this away, and the 
foundations of the goſpel are overturned. Where 


elſe can the hopes of a guilty ſinner ſtand? Does 
he deſerve ſalvation ? Hath he merited 'ddliverance 
by ſuch coſtly means, as the goſpel reveals? Can 
be fave himſelf by paying a price? Can he ſancti- 
fy himſelf? Can he make any claim, or fay it 
. would not be juſt in Gop to leave him in the 
miſery of his ſin? All theſe queſtions muſt be 
_anſwered in the negative; ſo that nothing but 
the ſovereignty of divine goodneſs remains, as a 
reaſon for hope. Well might Ins vs CHRISH re- 

ice in ſpirit, conſidering the ſovereignty of 
b which hath revealed truth and grace to 
the babes of his flock. Well may che church 
ung the praife of Gop's ſupremacy, and ſay, The 
Lord reigneth let the earth rejoice, and let the multi- 
tude of the iſles be glad. Not unto us, O Lordy'not 
unto us, but unto thy name give Se „Ver thy mercy 
and for thy truth*s ſake. Our God' is e 5 
ens; be bath har be r N 


, Tus Joy of God muſt theavkes be 
conſidered, as glo orious for bimſeifß and matter 
of rejoicing for creatures. 

Wx may improve what hath been ſaid vnd 


ercignty, 
"and fay as our Saviour did, I thank thee Father, 


for fo it eee good i in thy night! ae 150 


IF 


1ſt. Can we rejoice in the divine ſov 


of Gov He according. to 
m; if it be holy, juſt and good; if it ſeeks 


y 


Serm- IV. 2 The ſevereignty of Gap. i 


intelligence; ii ele the awe of fallen-and 


ty creatures, every good heart muſt, rejoice 


br it, and all. e I See dilarer a 


"OY badneſs. 


e * 2 25 y 34 is 


2 By Ss — of dial u _ Kok and Re. 


vill come into view. In examining ourſelves © 


we ought to let the rule have its full extent. 
Our e to be a gracious one, muſt extend 
to all events of the divine government. An un- 
holy heart may rejoice in its own: gain and pleaſ- 


ure, and of courle in a ſovereign providence; 


vrhich in all things gratifies a worldly ambition 


and love. Our Saviour ſaid, F ye 5 them who 
| dave you, what reward have e? What evidence is 


; this, ** 75 are delivered from the ſelfiſh Cor- 


ruption of human nature? So we.may Jay,. with 


that ſovereig 
Pour e e ſubroit no farther ;, What 
evidence. is this of a holy love to God, or 2 1 
» lightful reverence of his nature? ? - Gracious ſub- 


4 and dine 6.3 to afflicting evils, a 
frowning diſpenfations E68 re- 


proaches and poverty, if it be Gop's 
appoint them. Thele trying events are as much 
2 direction of infinite rectitude, as earthly bleſ- 
ſings are; they are as right; they are as necel- 


-  Jary for Go 8 glory, the good of his creatures, 
and the beſt government. 


not throug 8 pleaſure in looking on affliction, 
. ee but becauſe they are right 


and beſt; and che ſame reaſons. which influence 
his righteous will to appoint, will make a right. 


2 - Cous-creature rejoice in his f (ere! 
OY If gur hearts are gaod, the foverci 


2 — e will * ear 9. us 


reſpect to ſubmiſſion. If ye 5 lum 8 
n; providence; which gratifies all | 


miſſion extends to all events; both to pr 8 25 5 
the . 


cafure to 


He appoints them, 
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glorious for him; and beſt for the . 


neither will afflictions change our ſentypents, or 


Tuffle our hearts. 


Tris opens to our underſtanding g, one of the 


many reaſons, why a Gop of infinite wiſdom 


a 


hath appointed ſo many afflictions to his people. 


Alt aſſiſts them in examining their own ſtate, 
and if they be ſincere, gives rength and peace 
to their hopes. The day of affliction is much the 
beſt time for ſelf. examination, and is commonly 
a ſeaſon of moſt lively exerciſe in grace. There- 
fore the apoſtle ſaith, © We glory in tribulation at. 
1.68, knowing that tribulation worketh patience ; and 
patience, experience; and experience, hope; and 
hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of Gop is 


ſhed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy. nk ae 


#5 82 unte „ 


2. Ir our FOI are oppoſed to the 8 


05 of Gov, it ſhows us to be in a ſtate both * 


and witreble. 


tir muſt be Ea, either to refit. or rdiftraft. a a- 
ſovereignty. that is always rig It. is alſo; a 


moſt miſerable ſtate to be in. What more miſ- 


Efable, than to be oppoſed to that irreſiſtible 


counſel and power, by which the univerſe is 


governed ? Lo feel a will, riſing the divine 
will; which cannot be changed or ſucceſsfully re- 
Hilted | Do ve not all know there is miſery in a 
diſappointed will, and in beholding a ſupreme 
government, in all its operations acting counter 


to our deſires? This muſt be the miſery of thoſe 


who oppoſe the ſovereignty of Gop; neither can 


they avoid the unhappineſs. They are in his 


hand; they depend on him for their all; their 
reſiſtance hath no efficacy with it, Further than 


he ſuffers them to go. If they appear for a little 


my Cov. In 

time to ch he can in 2 moment Gra them 
of their weapons, and cover them with confu- 
ſion. A conſciouſneſs of theſe truths, muſt make 


; / 
. 4 
n 1 W N. 7 8 4 LY ay 
; 6 * 


jp” the minds of ſinners very miſerable. This is ene 


of thoſe ſources of ſorrow which are thick plant- 


ed, in the nature of things, of ſociety, and of the : | 


human mind, for the puniſhment' of fin. . There 
is room enough in the nature of things, as they 
at preſent exilt, for Gop to inflict a puniſhment 
on tranſgreſſion, equal to all the threateniings of 
his word ; and ame: this natural preparation 


for puniſhment, 'is a ſtrong argument for the 
away of en N e e 


4. 0 object to the ſovereignty of Gov is an 
implied Nen e of the whole mY Tor of fal- 
vation. . 15 


15 Our e of — r6dewption.” is 8 
derived from the holy ſcriptures, which uniform- 
ly repreſent this deliverance to be from the fove- 
reign mercy of 9 Hie bath mercy on whom be 
will have mercy.” 8 Hep ye are ſaved, and a2 

gift of grace muſt be at the ſovereign option HE 


the . and by motives derived from within | 
himſelf, * 8 


| „Mx are een willing to FEES: fois 88 
benefits, if they can attain them without thoſe, 
doctrines from which they flow. The benefits 


would be agreeable, while the doctrines and du- 


ties from which they come are undeſifable to 
their hearts. But is it not folly, to attempt a 
. ſeparation of theſe things, which infinite wiſdom 
- hath joined Y ether ; or can we expect "ee, 
in the attemp The goſpel is a moſt: Faure ; 
beef wil wikdom and DSN A Were N 7 
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eo be removed, and the doctrine will be 
unco 
N he 1 is become a chriſtian indeed, 


7 2 T% — Gio. Sem TV: | 


——— 


which ſtands on many pillars, one of which 1 ; 


| ao land whole falls. 


Ip we place tnkwitn merit TY the room of an 


| atonement ; or deny the neceſſity of perſonal 8 


lineſs ; or the need of the ſpirit to ſanctify; or 
the ſovereignty of Gop thro? the whole work — 
deliverance, the true goſpel ſcheme is broken in 
and the hope of ſalvation thro' a Redeemer 
wg with it. All muſt ſoon appear before God, 
and all wiſh to come into his preſence, with the 
beſt hope of acceptance ; and is it not folly to 
mutilate the ſcheme of uin wiſdom, when b 
chis, its whole efficacy for redemption is deſtroyed. 


Many who are willing to be chriſtians on their 


own terms, ſhrink back from the ſovereignty of 


God, and do not ſeem to conſider, that by thus 
doing, they cut themſelves off from the benefits 


of grace, 4 that it is out of man's power to 


give a new goſpel, or change from the letter of 


{cripture, which is already given. If Gop's ſove- 
reignty be right, he will not be argued out of his 
own prerogative, or ſuffer the purpoſes of his 


4 counſel to be moved by the darkening of words. 


. the doctrine a hard and uncomforta- 


| ble one, will not alter the caſe. We know that it 


is uncomfortable enough to the proud mind; to 


the ſinful heart; to the unholy man under what- 
ever deſcription of vice he falls, to think he is 


in the hand of a Gop ſovereignly holy. But 
whence doth the Kan rat. ore ariſe, from 


his own unholy ſelf, or from the holy ſovereign 
of Gop ? Doubtleſs from the former. Let his 


rtable no longer. Reigning fin bei 


greatly rejoices in a 1 &f ſovereign e 
and that N will forever be ſupteme. 


Athly. Tas: 8 of Gon, is 5 | 
to make the goſpel FRE prin, 1215 e 0 n 6 
for thoſe who, receive it. | n 


Tax 8 of hien now « ſands on Gov's 
own nature, and his acting by motives. derived 
from within himſelf. This being rejected, there 
is no other ſo ſure ground of fakety., Placed on 
the creature's own. goodnels it. would be unſafe 
indeed. Placed on an action, which is to be gui- 
ded by motives derived from the creature, is ma- 
king it equally unſafe. After the moſt. thorough 
examination, we can find no other ſafe ground of 
hope, but the ſovereignty of Gop. In this theres 
fore, let us rejoice; ang if we do not rejoice, let 

us know that our hearts are wrong. May Go 
continue to reign, and MAG? us Wade hs ou 7 
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SERMON v. 


On God's acting for his own glory. 


Is AILAH Kliii. 7. 


\ 


ar 1 . created him for my glory, I have 


e him ; yea, 1 have made him. 


5 ſubj e& to which theſe works as may 2 
be ana from the ſeven firſt veries of af 


the chapter, which I will repeat. 


Bor now, thus ſaith the Lord that created thee, 
O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Ifrael, fear 


not; for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by 


thy name; thou art mine. When thou paſſe/# thro the = 
waters, [will be with thee; ; and when thro therivers, 


they ſhall not overflow thee : when thuu walkeſt thro 
the fire thou ſhalt not be burnt ; neither ſhall the 
kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the 


Boly One of Iſrael, thy Saviour : I gave Egypt for thy 


ranſom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since thou waſt 


"Cs 


precious in my fight thou haſt been honorable, and + 


Have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, 8 
. * N ee 2 


| | 
76 * On Coos r Serm. V. 

— 

thee : I will brim ng thy ſeed from the eaft; and povkey: 
thee from the 2 Iwill ſay to the north, Give up; 
and to the ſouth, Keep not bact: bring 1 my fon from 
far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth ; 
Even every one that is called by my name : for 1 hou 
created him for my glory, I have bans. Ny © mh 1 
bBave made him. 


TIE bie paſſage is a promiſe to the church, 
and one of the moſt glorious recorded in hol 
ſcripture ; in which God declares himſelf, to be 
the creator, redeemer and protector, of his peo- 
ple. The title of creator, which Gop here 
claims to himſelf, particularly applies to the for- 
ming of his church, and the ſanctification of thoſe 
individuals who compoſe it. It does not mean 
his original creation of the univerſe, but that ne- 
creation which ſinners muſt experience before 
they belong to the true Iſrael or church of Gon. 
The word created is uſed in the ſame ſenſe, as by 
the "apoſtle in the following paſlage—* Fer. wwe 
#3 are his workmanſhip, created in CazrsT uss unto 
"pood 4o0rks.” The change in mens hearts by the 
 Tpirit of Gop, is often compared to the original 
"creation of the univerſe, and the making of light, | 
where before, there was darkneſs. 

I.! the paſſage recited, Gon declares his own 
ſpecial agency in forming his church, hu ſaith 
the Lord that created thee—his right in thoſe who 

belong to it, I have called thee by thy name, thou 

8 +2 mine=he promiſes efficient ben, oben 

thou paſſeſt thro the waters I will be with 2 

_ when thro the fire thou ſhalt not be burned ; 5 

not I am with thee—he alſo promiſes a great in- 

_ ereafe both in extenfion and numbers to his 
church, 7 will bring thy ſeed fromthe eaſt, and guth. 
er ther from the weſt ; "7 will fey 10 the north, Give 

"opt WOT Fong we n iring wan 5 


from far, 4 my 3 1 of the => 
even ever) one that is called by my. name. Id my 
text which immediately follows, Goo declares his 
deſign in this great and. wonderful work, Tor 
: dans created him for my glory. L have formed my 
church, and the 3 . 4 * ING 
compole i it, for Wy gory 15 | 


"A | 


E is clearly a ſcriptural 8 that all which 
: Gov does, is for his .own glory. For this he 
ereated the world, made angels and men, and 
governs the whole. For this he introduced the 
glorious ſcheme of redemption, and will carry it 
— full effect. Therefore he told Iſrael, when 
he promiſed deliverance and ſanctification; Net 
for your ſakes do I this, ſaith the Lord Con, be it 
known unto you. But I had pity for my holy name; 
which the houſe of Iſrael had profaned among the hea- 
then whither they went. Therefore, . ſay unto the 
houſe of Iſrael, thas ; ſaith the Lord Gop, I do nat this 
for. your ſakes, O bouſe. of Iſrael, but for my holy 
van i ſake. In granting the promiſed avon, Goh” 
- wrought for his own glory.— To diſplay : riches 
' of the — of his grace, is often mentioned as 2 — = 
_ deſign in the work of redemption.— When he 
comes to cloſe the ſtate of trial on earth, and judge 
the world, it will be done, that he may = n= 
edi in his ſaints and admired in them that believe.” — 
een is no need of repeating texts, to prove all 
that Gop does is for his own glory, for the dili- 
e reader of ths. en muſt have. INT 


'F ASE creatures are. directed Pg fuk the 
ee of God in all they do. Whatſeever.ye d, 
4 all tothe glory of Gop. For ye are bought ¹]ꝗʒj 

8 . e e 2 GR Ys 2 15 
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: 183 ſubject worthy of moſt ſerious attention, both 


78 @ Goo” 's ating... . K 


ſuffered * the ſalvation of ſinners; 35 FI def. 
cribes his active obedience and his ſuffering to be 
for the glory of Gop. All holy exerciſe in Gon 
himſelf, in the Redeemer, and his people, agree 


in being deſigned for the divine glory; and 


this may be a rule, for the trial of our et ſin- 
N in all we do. 


"2+; is onbeleſs true, thati in all Gao 80 done 
or ever will do in the creation and government 
of the utuverſe, he ſeeks his own glory; 3 and for 
juſtifying any part of his conduct, it will be ſuffi-: 


cient to ſhow, he was glorified thereby. In do- 


ing thus he is not a ſelfiſh being, as creatures are, 


when they ſeek themſelves only; but does it in 


infinite benevolence to himſelf, and the intellis: 


gent created kingdom, which flows out from his 
wil 


l. In ſeeking his own glory, he purſues 3 


moſt direct means to make himſelf happy, and. 
give the greateſt happineſs to creatures; ſo chat 
there is nothing of the nature of ſelfiſhneſs in the. 
_ ſupreme. mind, though» the action of his 


is calculated to glorify himſelf. This, 


as it ſhows the reaſonableneſs. of divine govern- 


ment and law; and convicts ſinners / of great 
guilt in denying! to glorify God, and in, murmur. 
| 1 againſt. him when he glorifies himſelf. 


WILL ne an eee, of the follows" 

Ng. points. 

I. War i is meant by Gow s doing; all things 
r. his own. glory. 

"ou I wits explain the 5 why Gov makes 


his own glory the rule of his action. 


III. 15 HE Arine acting for his own 8 is 
py only poſlible exerciſe of infinite goodness. 3 
In great truth, that Gop in all things 


atls for his own n gives us 3 


a 


FOR of the amount of happineſs 2 ill 15 ror] 
the intelligent univerſe, in Go himſelf, and Ms 
ton Sn b „ dg e Tags 


841 Way! is meant 225 Gov' $ going all n thing 0 
bor his own ;glonget” 1015 l 


* A 
«& Noa 


Taz glory of Gop gte means | his eſ- 
ſential glory, or the unchanging fulneſs and per- 
fection of his nature, which hath been the fame 


from eternity, t can never DE increaſed: or r oh 
I miniſhed. += 4 9 8 ee, Mee 


"kay infinite e or fuel, of verfe@tion bot 
natural and moral, is eſſential to the ſupreme IE 
movan.” He hath power, wiſdom! and goodneſs 
to the greateſt degree. And if he had not theſe, 

at all times, he would not be Gop. Is the fe 
yeſterday, to day and forever; and as great ank 
good in one period of duration as in anothei- 
This is the effential glory of Gop, and cannot be 
altered in any ſenſe by the ſervices of creatures. 
Go does not any thing to "increaſe the eſfen- 
tial glory of his nature, but all his counſels and 
works flow out from that glory, and are an e. 
en or notice by which it is made viſible to 
f eatures. Therefore in faying ' God hath 
done all Ak to promote his own glory, it is 
not meant to increaſe his own eſſential greatneſs, 
or fulneſs. Independent of all, he ever hath and 
ever will exiſt, the moſt pleſſed and glorious J- 
HovAH. The things that have been, that now 
are, and that will be, are Gob's eternal fulneſs 
of glory crereiſecbi in a wiſe renden n 4 27 
Sovernment. xt 
As "God. Yan: not iſ his own elſentiaf* 
_ glory by his wonderful works and Almig tya 
—v— can creatures 0 it. 1 N 
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— 
of our ſervices, we expect to increaſe divine 
bleſſedneſs, or the honor of his majeſty exiſting 
in himſelf, we are greatly deceived, for no ſuch 
_ can 'be done. 


2dly. By the glory of Gen, the ſefipttes 
molt commonly mean his declarative glory. 


' Tae declarative glory of God is the diſplay of 
his eſſential glory, and it is this which he ſeeks 
all that he does in the works of creation, prove 
iden: and redemption ; alſo it is this, which 
holy creatures ſeek, in all their words and ac- 
tions. The Lord Gop made the worlds, he gov- 


erns them, and he redeems guilty ſinners to diſ- 


play himſelf, and the fulneſs of power and love, 
which are eſſential to his nature. The heavens 
declare the glory of Gov. They do not inereaſe 
the effential fulneſs of his nature; but difplay or 


manifeſt it. His eſſential glory is the cauſe; the 


ereated heavens are the effect, and the greatneſs 8 
of the effect, manifeſts the greatneſs of the cauſe, 


This manifeſtation, i is glorifying Gop declara- 


tively, and is done by all his works. | 
NaruRAL creation ſhows the fulneſs of the 

«creator's nature, and his providence is a contin- 

uation of the ſame diſplay. The work of re- 


demption glorifies Gop more than creation, by 


containing a fuller diſplay of what he is; the 
Plenitude- of his goodneſs, and the nature of ſev- 
eral per fections, which are all-comprized in this 
general name. The more plainly divine truth, 
juſtice and mercy are evidenced to the under- 
ſtanding of ereatures, the more Gop1s glorified; 
and this is principally done, by the purchaſe and 
lication of redeeming grace. This great work 
of loye . the eſſential * of e | 


— 


v 


into view of the auge men vith the ;ths 
one clearneſs. 


II is the declarative glory oft Gor EY ARES 


tures are required to ſeek. Our obedience, 
love and praile, are a declarative acknowledg- 
ment of God's infinite fulneſs, by which he. is 
entitled to the ſervice of creatures. Thus the 


Lord acts for his own glory in whatever he does; 
and this is the motive of all holy exerciſe in crea» 


tures. To glorify God, is the thing moſt defired 
| by holy beings ; and tho? ſinful creatures do not 
ſeek this ; through his overruling wiſdom, theix 


exiſtence and all which they do and ſuffer, will 


be. made to promote this end. The manifeſta» 
tion of Gop's eſſential Bar will increaſe thro? 


eternity, and thus a foundation is laid for in- 


Rue e in the ee of wie crea · 


8 - "A 


hk * AN 5 * 1 5 ae 5 Gon 


makes tus c own ” gy, the 6 rula * his ABR 


12 


wn of the cer uvixerke the ben it can 3 


£1 


Seeking his own glory is an exercile of in- 


3 is not meant to imply an increaſe of divine 


| bleſſedneſs, as the diſplay. of his nature increaſes, 


neither doth i it mean a defect of happineſs in any 


paſt period of duration, for Gop hath been infi- 
| —— ap bleſſed from eternity in the knowledge of 
- himſelf, and in the foreknowledge of thoſe diſs . 


vo * by W he r , and ever wil il. gan 


— 


j 25 


finite benevolence to himſelf and his kingdom; 
and as truly to his kingdom as to himſelf. The 
phraſe, making his exon happineſs the greateſt it can 


| 
1 
4 


& " 
— <wany: oye" we — 


— r—  — 
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8 | 0 jn Gov's aling \Serm. v. 
IMP to prend happineſs around him. Though 
the infinite bleſſedneſs of Gop, and'the greateſt 
happineſs in his intelligent kingdom, are not 

Practieally ſeparable, as will appear further on; 
yet it may aſſiſt our weak minds in conceivi 

ſo great a ſubject, to confider them ſeqarately.. 
J will begin with the happineſs of creatures. 
When we have ſeen how God's ſeeking his own 
glory, in all he does, makes the greateſt poſſible 
amount of created-good ; it will lead us ern 
conceive, how it conſlitutes * own infinite bleſ· 
ſedneſs. 8 1 

1. Gop ſecks his own ns in ol he toe, 
that he may make the greateſt poſſible created 
happineſs. | 

Lr it be kept in remembrance, that Coking 
his on glory, means his declarative glory; that 
it is diſplaying, manifeſting, or acting o out the int 
ee glory of his own nature. _ 

- WirnouT this, 118 . N ions: no 
creation; no exiſtence of finite minds, to know - 
and be happy, for all creation is the fulneſs of 
. Gop ated out. So that our being, our power 
of acting, our capacity for knowing and becom- 
ing happy, depend entirely on God's lorifying 
bimſelt, "There could be "ls bappincs of crea- 
tures, without an exiſtence to U e to _ to 
* and to receive. A 

ee A. The happincfs S6 creatures, des 
pends on having an object of enjoyment; and 
this could not be, unleſs Gop glorified himſelf, 
or made a diſplay. of the fulneſs; in his own infi- 
nite nature. + 5 7 54 

In acting for * own glory, Goo hath made 

innumerable objects and ſet them before our un- 

1 os TI is 9 55 _ Og! 1 


N 2 74 bY + N 4 


12 


Serm. Wi for hi nc. 83 


9 


*. 3 


equate to the utmoſt defires of the el mind; 
and he is known, only by his acting for his own. 

glory, by which he manifeſts his'effential fulneſs. 

that a created happineſs, depends in the moſt 

er ſenſe, on Gop's ſeeking his on glory. 
If he had not done this, or brought his eternal 
fulneſs, into action and communication, there 
would have been no created being, or knowledge 
or object of enjoyment. The opjection; which | 
finful men feel, againſt his acting in the moſt 
ſovereign manner for his own glory, if it could 
ſucceed, would extend further than they wiſh, 
and ſtop in nothing, ſhort of the utter ne et 
of created being.—All divine works of creation, 
and redemption, through time and eternity, will 
bea diſplay of the glory and eſſential fulneſs there 
is in the Supreme Godhead. ' Enmity n 
this diſplay, is in fact, enmity againſt Gop and 
the univerſe; againſt exiſtence, knowledge and 
happineſs. The evil of ſuch a 8 gr be 
the greateſt poſſible.” '' i. 7 95 
2. Ix doing all things for his own glory; G 
bach a primary regard to his own happineſs. 

Tn eſſential moral glory or fulneſs of 8 
coifiſts | in love or communicative goodnels. His 
benevolence to himſelf, is in proportion to the 
meaſure of his nature, and muſt therefore be in- 
finite. Being good in his own nature, and a dif 
poſition to do goed cannot be ſeparated, or 
E they are the ſame 1 85 5 TON AE oo 
is an ran of being YO) 
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510 can a being of infinite mea ee debe 
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olence and eng) in action; do n to 5 himſelf? I 
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bp cannot be 5 ade his on fulnetg 
for that is already infinite, and admits no ins , 
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84 On God's acting Serm. V. 
himſelf, is by communicating from, or acting out 
his fulneſs, in the exiſtence, knowledge, holineſs | 
and happineſs of creatures. This .communica- 


tion of himſelf is acting for his own glory. The 


beſtowment of good around him, is doing good 


to himſelf, becauſe it ſatisfies his benevolence; 
and the ſatisfaction of his benevolence is his hap- 


pineſs. His own happineſs in communicating 


good is as much greater than all the happineſs of 
created minds in receiving, as the infinitude of 
his glorious nature, exceeds the collected quanti- 
ty of their finite exiſtence. So that it follows, 
God is always doing good to himſelf, and ſatiſ- 
fying his own benevolence, which is his happi- 
neſs, when he communicates good to others; 


and the proportion of good which he doth to 


himſelf, is according to his infinite nature. Gon? 's 
doing all things for his own glory, implies and is 
the very exerciſe of his infinite benevolence, to 
himſelf and to created exiſtence—diſplaying his 
own glory, is the only way in which his benevo- 


lence can act for its own ſatisfaction; and with- 


out the difplay he would deny his own bleſſed- 
neſs, and there would be no creatures to Face 


and eee Ry a He ASME Ys 


1 Bis 


WI therefore ſee why. 5 1 
neſs, and enjoy his on fulneſs. He doubtleſs 


ought to have the higheſt and a primary regard 


to himſelf in this, becauſe he is an infinite being; 


and the preſervation of his own - happineſs is the 


ia 7 7 1 
n 4 


reateſt poſlible object, oe by 


Ir 0 appearss that as bleſſedneſs 05 God. | 
Fae) and the 3 e A aw e onal 


4 


4 
_ 
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Trxovecn we can conceive and ſpeak. of them them 
as diſtin, and it aſſiſts our weak power of con- 
ception to do thus, they cannot be practically 
ſeparated; for the bleſſedneſs of Gop conſiſts in 
doing good to himſelf, by the communication or 
diſplay of glory from his own fulneſs, thus 
makin happineſs around him; and the happi- 
neſs _ creation conſiſts in beholding, N : 
and enjoying the difplay. It is thus, that benev« 
olence makes an unchangin and eternal union, 
between JeHovan and his Ks creatures. They 


are united in character or temper; they are u- 

nited in the love of happineſs; they are united 
alſo in the means of happineſs, for the means by 
which God enjoys himſelf, are the IN means 
by winch creatures can be happy. 


"Wk Tas divine 1 = his own. x glory, is 
the only Feinde N infinite Wen e 


Tu heart of man, in its natural unholy 3 
is is oppoſed to the glory of God. There is a diſs 
like of him becauſe he glorifies himſelf, and an 
againſt the command which enjoins all 
ame to ſeek 85 honor, in whatever (ey do, | 


# Ir has been ſaid in e to truth, that 
ds repreſent Gop doing all things for his on 
: glory. is deſcribing. him to be a ſelfiſh being. 
THosR who make this repreſentation in cer 
to dilgrace a truth, which either they do not love, 
or underſtand; ſhow great ignorance, in what 
benevolence and ſeifiſhneſs conſiſt, and that t 
have not yet attained juſt ideas of this high and 
glorious ſubject. They judge the nature, and 
meaſure the quantity of divine benevolence, onthe 
ſcale of their own ſelfiſhneſs and pride. Such 
ons, ä have: not a true idea of What 
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86. On Gow! acting "IM Terin. N 
s W by Gor? 8 doing all ad kur his * 
glory; but ſuppoſe it tobe ſomething that is ſimilar 
to their own engroſſing temper. They feel their 
own finiteneſs, and wiſh to extend their quantity 
of exiſtence, their power, influence and poſſeſ. 
ſions; they ſeek great things for — a- 
bove their worth; their actions are all for per- 
ſonal exaltment. This is ſelfiſhneſs- indeed; and 
this they transfer from themſelves to Gop ; and 
then call it reproachful. They do not ſee: the 
reproach in themſelves; but after it is unjuſtly 
aſcribed-to the divine character, they can ſee it 
to be wrong. | Such ought to be inſtructed, that 
God's ang: for his own glory, 1 18 abe another: 
thing. . 84 


o « 2 


HE knows ws: own a fe ond; camnat t wich z it 
to be greater. Neither the quantity of his being, 
nor his power, nor influence, nor poſſeſſions can 
be increaſed. Infinite cannot wiſſi an addition 
to itſelf, nor a higher rank, nor a greater pleni- 

tude of glory than is poſſelſed. The divine act- 
ing in all things for his own glory, i is acting out 
or communicating from his own fulneſs. Thi 

is directly contrary to engroſſing or ſelfiſhneſs.” 
It is giving of his own, to others, both their ex- 

iſtence and their happineſs ; and not taking from 
them, for the purpoſe of Fe s AE 
was eee n. 119 ye ey A 


Bor, replies the obj eQing as 57 — UGY 

his own glory, Gop makes himſelf happy or en- 
joys himſelf, and this is his principal motive; and 

is not this {clfiſhneſs ? I anſwer, is it poſſible to 

es a heart which can make this objeCtion ? 3 

he objeQor- will doubtleſs allow, the quantity * 

_ Gop's exiſtence, his energies of action, and his 
capacity of blefſednels to be W * there. 
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d put himſelf in the place of Gov.” 
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Serm. * . 7 - his own glry. 


fore greater, than the ſum of created exiſtence 


And its felicity ever can be. He muſt alſo allow 
that happineſs in Deity is as valuable as in a crea- 


ture. Conſequently God's own happineſs, % 
to be his principal motive; and no reaſonable 


objection can be made againſt yy ane HO the 


manner of this ieee : 25 


* 
a 


„Anv what b che manner of h his Or It 


18 not.by engrofling, | but communicating not b. 


taking to himſelf, but giving away. It is by giv. 
ing to the objector his exiſtence, and capaeity for 
being happy; and if he will accept it, the eternal 
glory of heaven. Doſt thou {till object, and call 
Gop-felfiſh in making himſelf ſupremely happy 
by doing good? If K doſt it ſhows the bitter- 
neſs of Ty heart, and an implacable hatred a- 
gainſt all happineſs that is not thine own. The 
objection ſhows the exceeding' ſinfulneſs, and irre- 


concileable and deſtroying nature of ſin, and that 
it is as-the-apoſtle-teaches, Enmity againſt God; 
While ſinners endeavour to hide their enmity, 
and often deceive themſelves ſo as to think they 


have it not, their caviling againſt Gop and his 


government prove its exiſtence. The objection, 


that by ſeeking his own glory, in all things, Gop 
3s ſelf; ; is ſo 1 8 

this is the only way in which he can be benevo- 
lent. If he did not communicate good from his 
own glory, and enjoy himſelf in doing it, he would 
inſtantly be called malevolent or ſelfiſh. - He does | 


from having truth or force, that 


gle 


it and is infinitely happy, and {till the ſame ob- 
jection is continued. There is no way to pleaſe 
the ſinner, but by joining his own. endeavours: 0 
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05 I. Tas great truth, that 60 f in all things 
x1 aQs for 2 own | glory, when: it is ny under. 
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gives us a high conception of the amount 
af happineſs there will be in the intelligent uni- 
verſe, in Gop himſelf, and in the creatures under 
his government. Our conceptions, on this ſub« 


jet, mult fall below the reality; and language 


_ muſt fall below our conceptions. God's com- 


placence and delight in the fulneſs of his own be- 


ing; his benevolence to his own nature; his 


happineſs in communicating and doing good; 
whereby, if the expreſſion may be uſed, his own 
eternal Talneſs: is multiplied to himſelf; 3 all prove. 
his infinite bleſſedneſſs. . 
30 TE communional bleſſedneſs of the Fathet 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in the divine fulneſs, 
in the ocean of good, which diffuſively * 
from himſeif in the production and bleſſedneſs of 
created exiſtence; is a ſubject on which the finite 
mind can but feebly look. The bleſſedneſs of 
God is as incomprehenſſble as his nature. 

Ho great mult be the amount of happineſs i in 
the holy intelligent creation! We can learn its 
greatneſs better from conſidering Gop, than from 
amy ſpeculation on the nature of creatures. Look 
Bios on the nature of creatures, how imperfect 
and dependent! On the nature of men, how un- 
deſerving and guilty! Confine the view here, 
without going higher, all is gloom, weakneſs and 
wretchedneſs! But raiſe the proſpect higher, and 
as the Creator and Redeemer come in ſight, the 
light beams, and glory and bleſſedneſs ſpread 
over the holy creation, whether it be compoſed 
of thoſe wha retain their primeval re&itude, of 


fach as have * new created by ne, . oh. 
CEnisr. Wes 2 | | 1 


. 


| nl ork 5 ST WIeS N a 
. ahis falneſs of. Gow let us learn che ful 
neſs of created bliſs. The happineſs of crea- 
tres is made by 9 made for himſelf, me 


mV. Lu „ 


worthy of his infinite fulneſs, made worthy of bes 


1 


ing = means by which he enjoys his own plen- 


Rude of love. How aſtoniſhing then muſt the 
ſum of created peace be! A ſum eternally in- 


creaſing ! Tho? it can never be infinite, it is that, 


by which, infinite goodneſs is expreſſed, and in- 


finite benevolence. enjoys itſelf. Gop's benevo, 
| lence to himſelf, is the proper meaſure of that a. 


mount of bleſſedneſs, to which the holy creation 
is ever approximating; and tho a fired period can 
never be aſſigned, in which it will become ſtrictiy 
infinite, yet the ſubject, in this vaſt extenſion, is 
as really MOI ” = as the nature * 
| me | | | 


Tui bs the ns of our r Lord's 4 
all things for his own glory. It is the 
Fruit of benevolence, by which he is diſpoſed to 


grant, and actually enjoys himſelf in communicas _ 


ting good. Conſider the excellent nature of be- 


nevolence | Compare it with malevolence or ſelfo - 


 iſhneſs.; for ſelfiſhneſs and malevolence are really 


the ſame both in their nature and conſeg equences, 


and as men commonly uſe the words, there is no 


| 4 8180 HOPE] in the ſtrength of evil exerciſe, | 


\ SpLFISHNESS oraſph all for itſelf ; it 8 no 
good but ſelf. advancement; takes no delight in 


communicating or doing good to others, but en- | 


vies their blefledneſs and hates: their proſperity, 


: unleſs a perſonal advantage be derived from it. 


This is the depravity of Minas nature, and the 


- embryo of thoſe future tormenſs prepared for * | 


the ungodly. 
- SELFISHNEsSs is alt; and e 
in Ks 9 200 the TIL ee, wo of 


” ANA 6h 
4 


2 


r 
1 


- FO V” W___— — — 

1 22 I — RA 

nn * A. — on opts yarn * 9 ; * = 
4 - #5 dk 86. a N * 

A — 

9 3 - —— * 


- = 
a = - — — — DR 2 — 2 > > = l DN = 
—_— = \ \ f 4 7 2 =. <4 . 
n , — PPP = 
8 . ke td D Fe * Dy _—— — — 
848) led 2 * 2 
- LE — 2 
* mw 
3 * 8 oe On 3 


* 21 FSW \ l 
a « 2 E. - * . 2 * : 
= . — A 2 * — — p | "7% 4 — — 7 F — 
* * W 4 , 883 5 of a "_- * 2 N or "0 Oe Fu — — — — — — 
r "3 — — — Ys 4 IG — . ——— 3 Wi — __ — binds 
* * — 5 — . * = - — h —_ * — ” * 0 — * wh . 7 
— 5 « - 6 ww » _ — — 
Ke ES vr : Y 9 3 18—mv— * age — 
” : a 0 - 4 * — — 2 2 8 L 
77222 Kd FA A t retnn owner er — — . : I 
N 2 wats 4 ; k 
« 
* 
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: my 6 


nature, goes far in conſtituting the miſeries _ the 
world to come. Fe 


Tux from this, and behold the ertellese na- 
tireand fruits of that benevolence, which is the 
moral fulneſs and bleſſedneſs of God himſelf, and 


the holy creation. This holy love, in the firſt in- 


Rance, enjoys all its own internal fulneſs, and then 
enjoys itſelf again in a diffuſive communication, 
which is made without leflening its own ſtore, 
Few perſons have conſidered this ſubject ſuffi- 
ciently to ſee how benevolence m a (26409 happl 
neſs. Take, as an example, the mind of a holy 


creature, filled with the. foirie 'of love from Gop. 


Tho' he be in himſelf frail, of limited powers and 
knowledge, anda limited capacity of perſonally 


receiving divine bounties ; ſtill how amazing the 


field of happineſs, opened before him. Firſt, his | 
on perſonal wants are completely ſupplied—ev- 
ery thing, which his rectified heart deſires, is giv- 


en in the utmoſt fulneſs, he can receive. He 
can ſay, my nature, my whole heart and mind is 
flled-<the: veſſel can perſonally. hold: no more 
good, than Gop hath poured into it, and will 
continue to pour thro? eternity. It will be allow. 


ed, this is a happy creature, and that taking into 
conſideration, the eternity thro' which all his 


wants will be ſupplied, his fituztion is bleſſed in- 


deed. But is this a juſt or complete deſcription 


of his bleſſedneſs? By no means. His benevo- 


lence ſtill multiplies happineſs to him. He loves 


the happineſs of his neighbour as his own, and in 


beholding his good, re- enjoys all the bleſſedneſs 


a finite mind can receive; and in traverſing an 


immenſe creation of holy beings, every one he 


meets, like a glaſs, reflects back on his heart, a 


good which he enjoys, equal to the ſatisfaction 'of 
his own perſonal wants. How different is themeet- 


ing of two envious, or of two denevolen mn ? 


Serm. V. for bis dum lun. 91 
The envious ſpontaneouſiy kindle into all the rage 
and torment of hell. The benevolent reciprocate 
a divine bleſſedneſs, and each brings with him, an 
| Ingredient of heaven for his brother—each is 
happy in his own ſupply—equally happy in his 
brother's good. They join in tranſport on be- 
holding the Redeemer's kingdom. They behold 
Inovan, whoſe name is love, pouring forth 
himſelf an ocean of felicity. An infinite 
nature! Infinitely happy in doing 125 to hin 
Jelf, by the communication of good. | end ar 
* G 3 
q rome are thie wroſpetts ſet before the children 
of Gor, who are redeemed from among men by 
the blood of CHRIST, and ſanctified by his holy . 
Spirit. It hath not entered into the heart of un. 
holy men, to [conceive this bleſſedneſs. Their 
own want of benevolence, diſqualifies them for 
-conceiving the length, and the breadth, and 
height of the love of Gop. All this is prepated, 5 
a freely offered by ſovereign merey to his re. 
penting enemies; prepared for them while ene. 
mies, and hating both his . and gov- 
ernment. O the aſtoniſhing love of God! The 
greatneſs of the riches of his grace! Looking on 
the guilty character of men, we are ready to fay 
it is inpollible ſuch grace ſhould be; but it is by 
Jooking on Gop himſelf and the gift of his Son, 
that we. ſee the poſſibility of ſalvation. I 8 
Nee is this diſcourſe with lone: ee 
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T5: to be carfied away n the cavity 2 
: multitude more, will "ante in oppoſition as 


truth comes into ti; ight. Where there is 2 
-ong heart, doctrinal knowing will not change, 
Fd the bitterneſs of its exereiſe, Self. 
iſhneſs and benevolence cannot agree. They 
are two maſters of the heart, of oppuſite natures 
and tendencies.—One i is darkneſs, the other li 
one is the principle of dee the other of i 


The divine acting for his own glogy, in all = 
has been ſhown a be an e e aria 


ſo that eyery good heart muſt rejoice in 22 0 "The 
enemy 5 this truth, is the enemy of happineſs 


7 7 the enemy of Gov? s hap ny which con- 
s in acting out his own love - the enemy of true 


Happineſs in creatures, which al dent peel 0 


and receiving the communications that: iſſue 
hom the uncreated fountain of goodneſs. 
What i is more wicked, than to be thus the enemy 
Gov, and the beſt intereſts of the creation. 


No plea can juſtify, no pretence can excuſe this 
' temper. The ſinner's own mouth muſt be 2 50 
when the whole truth, in this point; is ſeen. 


. WHEN men are convicted: of a ſelfiſn temr 


or of an unwillingneſs that Gop ſhould ſeck _ 


own glory; it is ſurprizing with what ſecurity 
they will anſwer, ſelfiſhneſs is natural to man, and 
none are free from it. This is allowed to be 
true, and a very threatening truth it is to ſinners; 
N. to what doth it amount? Kita juſtification? 05 
Is it an argument there is any right or any 

y in this temper? Not at all. It amounts to 

x condemnation of all men ; is a confeſſion of 
ir demerits; à juſtification of .Gop in con- 


| demning ; ; andan dos) of the firſt prineiples of 


eternal miſery, in every mind of man, unleſs ſove - 
reign, 110; Sorkin rt is 17 en to Aleere, el 
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— 
2 N Geb a6 all things e's 4 en vlory, 
we hive yoright” to think ourſelves in à ſafe ſtatꝭ 
untił our hearts and actions are governed the 
fame motive. A right to falvation ſtands my 
covenarit' union with IxsusS Cukiszr, Which 
ways implies a union of morafchar Ger, and Fn 95 
formity th God in holineſs. Thie Spirit of Ennis 
3 ople graze for gruen af. - 
ections correſponding'to his infinite moral Jett 
fections. GoD and E. People, love” "the" fame 
objects have ſimilar defireewproin ſame 
Intereſts, and have a commo ſoürce of hap 
ness. To make them his people, he 
cates from his fulneſs, a benevolence like t6' 
own, and à deffre to promote his glory, as H 
Has to glorify” Himſelf. If we Have not this! dee 
ſire to promote his glory; if it be not à priticipa} 
motive with us in our actions, we are not 7 
chriſtians, and he will not in the end own us 0 255 
His. The diſciples of CHRIST love ON 
ter's glory, more than their own earth] 
ure; an When it is ſen” how his honor 719 8 
intereſt of his kingdom may be promoted, with. 
out conſulting fleſh and blood or a corrupt heart, 
they immediately Tet themſelves to glorify thei 
Father in heaven. Men may go a great length, 
in the viſible duties of religion, e any in- 
tention to glorify Gop. They may act wholly 
Vith the ſervile deſign, to eſcape the worm that 
dieth not, and the fire that is not quenched. With 
this view, they may give alms of all they poſſeſt, 
and beggar themſelves to feed the poor, while 
they never mourned in ſecret for the diſhonor 
done to Gob in the world. Thoſe Who think - 
they are chriſtians, and going faſt to heaven, if 
they have not often put the queſtion to ow 
ſelves; will this action be for Gov's glory? Or 


A how can 1 — him leſs and glorify "bil - 
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more? are not ſuch chriſtians as will bear the 

trial of the judgment day. To ſee the glory of 

God diſplayed will be a heaven to the holy— 
the more it is diſplayed the more joyful t 4 
| heaven will be, and if his glory be now forgot, & 
1t demonſtrates them deſtitute of the preparative 

1 8 of eternal glory. A viſihle life of re- 

igion is neceſſary evidence of being in a ſafe 

ſtate; but if any think they have this and do not 

feel an ardent deſire to glorify. God, they are as 

a ſounding braſs and a tinkling cymbal, and all 

their works will profit them not. The people 

of God, feel a moſt ſenſible pleaſure in the pro- 

motion of God's glory; and they can endure 

trials with great patience, and even glory in trib- 

ulation, that the divine name may be honored. 

Let us examine and prove ourſelves by this rule. 

If there were more examination and prayer, there 

would be fewer weak and doubting chriſtians;- 

than we now find. The fincere would gain 

new evidence by the increaſe of their graces; 

and many who think themſelves ſafe, would de- 

tect their own hypocriſy. Let all Tejoice that 

God reigns to glorify himſelf, and may this be 

dur bl lednels. "AMEN; + 4. > e FI ; a 
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. we. A 1 ee both Jews At G 
tiles, that they are all under ſin; as it Fe 
. there is none . 8 „ 
„ | rg ork 
HE Rating of W is a truth 
1 clearly. e in the holy ſeriptures. 
1 dere is alſo a general conviction of natural con- 
ſcience that this is the caſe; a conviction which 
extends far beyond any knowledge of che ehriſ. 
tian revelation, and among nations of every rell. 
gion, which hath been received by any-confiders 
able number of men. This ſhows the chriſtian 
revelation, to agree with the natural notions t 
men, and with natural conſcience. Whoever, © 
will take pains to examine the heathen ſyſtems of 
religion, will find they are not confined. to uch 
doctrines and ſervices as only imply praiſe; or to 
fuch parts of prayer, as imply only praiſe and a 
ſenſe of dependence, which would be the caſe af 
UPS had no conſciouſneſs of fin. Their religion, £ 
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tended, that they have a power t 
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Rock 4 

alſo, 3 ſomething that 5 deſigned "I ex- 
jation to appeaſe an injured being and ma 

— e with him. This bons the e 1. 

of conſcience, that men are ſinful and N 

reatures, to be deeply written on the mind. The 
ſcattered inſtances, of men whoſe conſciences 

are ſeared as with a hot iron, can be accounted 


for, on natural principles, without diſcrediting 


the general truth; and the ſcriptures of Gop do 


| fully account for them. Fee 


r — ne” the hi gheſt evide ence, was 


men are under a moral . which is com- 


mon to the race. It is teſtified by ſcripture, by 
our own conſciences, and the general conviction 


of the world. Infidels, who deny the truth of 
en: may talk as much as 1175 pleaſe, of 


fuperſtition, and the prejudices of education ; but 
hey cannot make i it appear, probable” or poſlible, 
85 wman nature is, that the N opinion of 

epravity ſhould ariſe from uch cauſes. Self. 
love will be allowed common to human nature. 
From this comes a love of their intereſt and pri. 


Yate rights, and a love of their reputation not 


leſs than their intereſt. Superſtition and the pre- 


judices of education are allowed to have. great 


power, over both the ſentiments and practices of 
men; but they have not a power to reſiſt the 
general impulſe of ſelf-love. ._ It will not be pre- 
make men 
generally, renounce all their worldly intereſts, 


| and private rights. The acknowledgment of 


depravity is an acknowledged loſs of reputation, 
Aud it is not to be ſuppoſed there would be a gen- 
= confeſſion: of this; unleſs there be the pow- 


1 3 1 l Allende, 1 1 15 


alle ur er au 


te 15 FIR 0 f the greateſt importante 

derſtand the nature of this depravity, or 
what it conſiſts; for without ſuch knowle 
we can neither K* 


the moſt ſuitable means of deliverance, © 
may be conſcious of ſin, they may feel themſelves 
by to may be afraid to come befor God, an 


to many ſervices as means of appeaſing him; 
while their notions of depravity, are very "hi 
tin. This is often tlie cafe thro* inattentioh 
the ſubject, or from not faithfully ſearching the 
boly ' ſcriptures, which give us the beſt lig 21 
believe, alſo, that depravity itſelf, indiſpoſes men 
to acknowledge gs Fong in which it eſſentially 
. 15 WW 
In conſidering this ſabj ect, 36 in de pr oper” 
N collect vidence from the holy ſcript 
that all men are in a ſtate of depravity and fin. 
II. Inquizz, in what” this depravity conkfts; 
ha] how the ſeveral powers and faculties "of YN 
mind are affected by it. 
. COMPARE the deſcription hath wile" 
given. of our original and common deprayi | 
with the apparent character of mankind'; the 
conduct, and their treatment of G05 and Te 
tures in all ages; by which we ſhall ſee'the 1. 
tural account of this moral corruption to be Yn 
1 one, and entitled to our moſt ſerious belief. 
I. Tax facred hiſtory of human nature, giv 
us an account of the introduction of fin” 100 
after the creation. If there were no accounit of 
this and the point were wholly in the dark, It 
would not diſprove the depravity of mankind, 
which is Lore by ſo many facts in . 
ral experience. Still, the account of he Ard. 
duction of fin, by RI our firſt parents and” 


their natural e N depror ed ati 86 | i 555 
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now the extent of our fin; , no : 
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ente, is a\ circumſtance which adds"; 
bility and conſiſtency to the divine dorf, 85 
5 ArrR the apoſtacy, Gop brought the . 
ders to trial, and pronounced ſentence on their 
Wifobedience. Effects of the ſentence have been 
found in every age; pain, diſtreſs, miſery, and 


many calamities. In the hiſtory of the ages im- 


mediately ſucceeding the apoſtacy, Gop charges 


all men with being ſinners, and proves the charge 


by their works. The earth was filled with vio- 


lence until the honor of Gop required him to 
cleanſe it by a deluge. Tho? this was a neceſſary 


chaſtiſement, to ſtop the progreſs of vice, and bear 
a teſtimony for the moral character of the ſu- 


preme governor ; it did not regenerate homan na- 


ture. The nature of man remained the ſame af. 
ter the deluge as it was before; and the corrupted. 
Heart proved itſelf by corrupt actions. 
Arrzx this, Gop ſelected a particular family 
Ind nation, to be the repoſitories of his word 
and a written law; as the moſt eligible way of 
reſiſting the torrent of vice and ſpiritual igno- 
rance, and of preparing the way for a. kingdom 
in the world, glorious in divine knowledge and 
holineſs.” I his was the beginning of the gas 
word, which is now ee in the canon of 
| keripture, VVV 5 
+ Texover this OT ce are vent allu: 
0“ and direct references, to the firſt apoſtacy, 
As the ſource of thoſe evils with which the nor 
& filled. Men are repreſented ſinful and guilty 
1 from Gop—ignorant of his glory. 
indiſpoſed. to honor him without a love o bis 
Oly nature and government—ſerving themſelves 


andthe creatures in the exerciſe ' of divers luſts 


hating, biting and devouring one another, 
vnen left to the practice of their natural 9 


PR VI. | Mas -pravity. 


Wo Tux Wei part of 0 e this 
repreſentation, by innumerable facts, concerning 
nations and individuals; ſo that the total de- 
pravity of human nature, is a fact moſt. ſtrong 
27 by the ſacred hiſtory of mankind.— This 
ry hath in it, all the marks of ſincerity and 
truth, and the viſible ſins of both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, are traced back by the omniſeient writer, 
to an evil heart that is common to men. This is 
the common ſtory. of the Old Teſtament hiſtori- 
ans and prophets ; and in numberleſs addreſſes, 
inſtructions, reproofs and warnings from Gon, 
the univerſal depravity of man is aſſumed a8 2 
fact, that is indiſputable. 
Wundt we come to the New e which 
particularly unfolds the method of ſalvation bx 
the grace of Gop; the whole ſcheme of doc: 
Sing. and the evangelical duties required from 
finners,.are. grounded on the previous 75 . K. 2 
total depravity in men. On this account a divine 
aàtonement became neceſſary; ; alſo the influences 
of the Spirit of Gop, to create men anew, an 
raiſe them from ſpiritual death to a holy. lite in | 
CHRIST Je8Us.; If the ſcripture be true, the 
ter ſinfulneſs of men in the ſight of God muſt be 
allowed. . Thoſe who attempt to receive the 
ſcriptures, or the goſpel, as being of infinite val 
ue, on any other ground than this, are bringing 
together two ſchemes of ſentiment, - which can 
never agree. The ſacred writers in proving the 
need or ſhowing the offices of the goſpel, 058 
pre- ſuppoſe, or Prove. the. depraryty: boy all the | 
earth. 


ee „ this ſubje&t "ALIEN in u the der 
of the epiſtle to the Romans, preparatory; 
his | wa: our juſtification by the free grace , 
God through Jzsvs.. He divides mankind. into: £ 
wa LEES claſſes, en, Gentiles. Thee fo 911 
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"ame of G r0D is blaſphemed among the Gentiles through | 


umu Bam, 


were wine Gans profeſſing people, of the ſeed of A- 
braham, to whom his law and the oracles of 


were committed. Under the latter name 
of Gentiles; it is well known; that in the ſcrip- 
tural uſe of the word, all other people, beſide 
the Jews, were included; ſo that Jeus and Gen- 
tiles incluſively contain all mankind. . | 
I the firſt and part of the ſecond chad, he 


| conſiders the I re character of the Gentiles, 


and epumerates the fins, which were a proof of 
the ſtate of their hearts. He fays, concerning 
them, That when they knew Gon they glorified him 
not as Gon, neither were thankful, but become vain 
in their imaginations, and their fobliſh heart was 
darkened.—T hat they did not like to retain Gop in 
dge.—T hat they are without excuſe.— 
That they changed the truth of Goh into a lie, and 
. and ſerved the creature more. than the 

Creator ;—together with many other expreſſions 

deſcriptive of the greateſt depravitx. 
IE ſecond chapter includes the Jews alſo un- 
der the ſame ſentence of total fin. | Therefore thou 


4 art r O man, whoſoever: thou art thut 


For wherein thou judge/t another thou con- 


| "demneft thyſelf ; for thou that fudgeſt doe/t " the ſame 


things. —Behold, thou art called a Jeu, and refte/t 
in the law (i. e. a revelation, or the ritual law) 
and .makt/t thy boaſt of Gop. c. Tou therefore 
which teache/t another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf? 
,*—=T bou that make/t thy boaſt of the law, through 

EE the law diſhonoresft thou Gop ? For the 


den. After wards, in the third chapter, the apoſtle 
;puts the queſtion, What advantage. then hath the 
Few? What benefit do they denve from being 
the.profeſiing people of God, if they be not as a 


people delivered from the depravity of human na- 


tate d The anſwer is, ** way, chiefly be. 


rauſe to them were committed the" oracle of God. - 
Their advantage, is doctrinal inſtruction in de 
nature of fin and the way of forgiveneſs; but they 
came into the world With finfal hearts, ay the 
. Gentiles do, and remain under the conden 
guilt of ſin, until enen erw ge by the 
grace of G tic m Lain 
- FurxTHER on, he comes to our tert 18 à con - 
cluſion of the difeourſe r have ve fore proved 
ih Fews and Gentiles that they are all under ; 
as it is written, there is none righteous, no, not ons. 
And he alſo adds, There is none that under und- 
eth there is none that ſceteth after Gop-they are 
5 all gone out of the way—they are together berome un 
profitable—deftruftion and miſery are in their ways, 
and the way of peace have they not known.” This is 
Paul's deſcription > "PREY mn nn ere 
5 __ _ eee SYN Nen 
1 wier it to be neee a0 a great nun. 
ber of poſitive teſtimonies, for the total depravity 
of all mankind, and which might be | 
nently introduced here, to prevent repetition wil 
be reſerved to the next branch of the diſcourſe, 
_whenwe thall1 e in e this Per con- 
a a Sas Fu wet ca eee eee 
: 12 n 44 * 
en cen ahi Rn i of yoo men, or 
of any exerciſes in the human heart, that "are 
pleaſing to Gop; they aſeribe them to aworigi 
perfectly conſiſtent with the doctrine of 3 total, 
moral corruption of human nature. The 
tion is not, whether there be any holineſs in any 
of mankind; but whether, there be àny in them 
naturally, previous to the goſpel renovation and 
_ forgiveneſs? We know thereiga degree of holines 
and conformity to Gon in ſome W bet 
3 it come, and is we 7 char. 
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Acker of any man? It eomes wholly from. che 
ſanctifying grace of GOD thro? IEsus CHRIST, 
and 2 no exiſtence until produced by divine 
All thoſe ſacred paſſages, therefore, 
Thick 8 the exiſtence and every degree of 
holineſs, to the renewing ſpirit of Gob, and ſuch 
paſſages are very numerous; are as much a teſ- 
timony for the original depravity of men, as they 
be for the need of ſanctifying grace. The whole 
Bible, may therefore be adduced, as evidence in 
t for the moral corruption of mankind, and 
chat they act wholly under the inffüence of i it, EX= 
cept ſo far, as a ſovereign Gop is pleaſed tO re- 


deem and change them. 


Tre hiſtory of the apoſtacy ; the hiſtory of 
nations and individuals in every age ; the hiſto 


both of bad and good. men; the hiſtory .of. = 
demption, i in its progreſs, purchaſe and applica; 


tion; the deſcription of the ſpirit's operation, and 


the evangelical graces of good people; the hiſ- 
töry of the divine government, and its termina- 


ung in a ſtate of eternal rewards; do all ſuppoſe 


and prove the depravity of human nature. It is 
in vain to ſay, we need a greater number of par- 


ticular texts, affirming this fact, concerning ev- 


ery creature who is born into the world; for we 
have enough ſuph, and if the number were 

increaſed "tenfold, and expreſſed in the "moſt 
pointed manner, the evidence arifing from theſe, 


Particular aſſertions, would not be equal to the 


general teſtimony of ſcripture hiſtory and doc: 
trine. © All theſe agree in this point, that man. 
A pry ally ee and dead in treſ· 
es 1 ns. 38 1 5 e [IP 


a Fi 3 ; . . . - 2 % 


. WI. x Tr to inquire, in what this depravity- 
BY and how the ſeveral Jus and ONE 


und are n de „ 
f [2 S as ; "0X. © 2 1 * =p - — 
0 . 


Sen 
_ 
7 "Ti iy ending is that capacity * 3 
tional mind by which it perceives truth, an 
judges the re ation between different truths, | 
'The will, is that power of the rational mind, by 
which it chooles, or refuſes, receives or rej 
ſuch truths as are perceived or known by the 
underſtanding. Chooſing or refuſing 5 As 
| 3 love or hatred of the propoſed truth... Ch 
g a truth or an object, is loving it; rejecting; 
hating it. Hence, the will, the heart, and the 205 
fections, may in moſt moral and evangelical. 
courſes, be uſed” as words of the Fe meaning. 
A holy will is a holy heart, and a holy heart . 
out in holy affections, towards holy objects. 4". 
1. THE primary ſeat of depravity is in 
keart, will, or affections; ſo that if this be made; 
right, a Tetification of whatever is wrong in 
ther power or Bcultr of the mind, will of a 
ollow, 2 en 
Tris depravity, i 1s a <fentally ſeated. int — 
Keart or will, that no kind of addreſs or acting. 
on the other > faculties, will remove fin from, i 
Foul. . The rezenerating power of God, 440 f 
realy i on the heart or will, and the moſt powerfu 
or long continued. action, on the underſtanding, 
will not change the heart. A temper, Ae 
tion, inclination, taſte or reliſh which are right or | 
| wrong, mean, the fame as A heart or will 1 is 
right. or. dan 4 F FEES 
Tae word cart, moſt ans: is. uled in 
the ſcriptures, denoting the will and adde dien, 
and ſeems to be uniformly conſidered as the feat. 
or ſource of holineſs and fin, There are A mal, 
tirude of paſſages which ſhow this. 
Tx law, of holineſs given by . Moſes and by 
CnntsT is, 7 hou ſhall. love the Lord with al 
| heart—that is, chooſe and cleave to him e 
Rrongell affection. When Go deleribes 
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own ow Einifying action on the mind, he fays, Then 
will T ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye ſpall be 
clean. 4 new heart alſo will T give you, and'a new 
rit will I put within Jou; and I will take the flony 
out of your fleſh. ' Thoſe who hear the word 
ah, are ſuch as receive it into god and hungſt 
hearts. Holineſs is deſcribed, by a clean, a right, 
a pure, a wiſe, and an underſtanding heart ; 3- and 
| the contrary, ſuch as an evil, and a hard 
heart. In deſcribing the antediluvian corruption, 
Gop ſays that mens hearts were to evil only; and 
that continually. The prophets and Jzsvs CHRIST 
deſcribe mens rejection of the truth, to their 
hearts being waxed groſs. The apoſtle aſcribes 
mens ſpiritual 3 to the, hardneſs of Their 
hearts. Gop c arges mankind with having an 
cui heart of unbelief. CarisT in enumerating 
the practical ſins of men, ſays, they come out of the 
heart. It is ſaid of men, that Their hearts gather 
iniquity to themſe Ives—are corrupted—are hardened 
—that they commit all manner of fm in the hear. 
that they imagine mi iſchief, Seudy Wu ee and are 
mad in their hearts. 

'* SOMETIMES the word 201ll is uſed acer the 
fame, Ye will not come to me that ye might have life, 
that i, your hearts are oppoſed to coming. The 
ſenſible exerciſes of the heart and will are what 
we call the affections, ſuch as love, delight, re- 
joicing, hatred, enmity, mourtng, and all Airs 
are exerciſes of the heart. 

Mrs depravity is often deſeribed by their Eb. 
of what is wrong, and their want of love or en- 
mity-to that which is right and good. They love 
fin—delight in departing from Gop - chooſe not 
his ways nor his law, and endeavour to put far 
away his character and the duties they O him. 
They pr refer or love their own will, more than 
His ly will. The law of holineſs is to > love lle ö 


„ * 


Lord. cath thy edel 3 The depray | 
ners is 4 love of. them/eloes. and the: creatures, 
with the whole heart or ſupremely How hens bangs 
it comes that the friendſhip of the. world is 
againſt Goh. And that, the carnal mind is g — 
againſi Gop 3 for it is not ſubyect to the law of Gor | 
neither indeed can te. Enmity to. Gon, fs eg 
and government is the necefary. conſequence o ; 
their ſupreme. love being turned on themlſely A eh 
The natural ſtructure of the human mind i is fuch, 
that a want of love to-Gop, terminates in a fm I 
preme love of himſelf, and the creaturesas they are. | 
adapted to gratify the luſts of a finful heart. Let, 
a love of God ceaſe from the heart, and enmity; 
to his character, his law and government, and the. 
whole ſyſtem of; holineſs will of courſe 0 
So that 65 heart muſt be conſidered as the pri- 
mary ſeat of man's depravity. Here it N | 
here it reigns—and from this fountain it as 
rupts the foul. + And as all the effects of the firſt. 
apoſtacy,on ather powers of the mind, 1 wi 
from a corrupt heart; ſo it is upon the. 
that the power of Gov is exerted. to brin | 
to a right ſtate. Therefore the change o Togo. 3 
_ eration is called being renewed in love, .a renova: 
tion of the will and affections, whereby 8 is a. 
ſupreme delight and choice of holy "Fe 
God is love. His love is his Dehnel e 


hi gheſt ſum of happineſs in his own infinite nature, 
and in the intelligent kingdom he hath created, 
is the object of his love. He loves himſelf in un- 
ion with his kingdom, and his kingdom i in union. 
with himſelf; ſo that both make but one pbje&.. - 
The creature, who is perfect in holineſs, hath the 
fame object, and regards himſelf only as a part, 
nnen to the OF and A obs 
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ja of holy affection. He level delves "and 
acts for an end infinitely greater than himſelf. 
In fight of this the perfect ſaints looſe ſight of 
themſelves, and know their o worth only in 
union with Gop and his pure family. This holi- 
neſs exiſts in the heart and affections. 
Tux depraved ſinner can love, but it is * 
own happineſs in ſolitary diſtinction and actual 


| —— to the happinels and glory of Gop and 
. 


kingdom. The holy and the depraved mind 
have, therefore, objects of love, entirely diſtinct; 

ſo that there immediately fotinks s up an oppoſi- 
tion of intereſts, and this in its natural operation 
becomes enmity againſt God, and a hatred of his 
Jaw and of religious duty. . 
| a 2dh. Tus word of Gor oth alſo acſcribe the 
depravity of man, by ignorance, darkneſs and 
- blindneſs. If the will or heart be the primary 
ſeat of depravity, what is meant by theſe expreſ- 
_ fions, and how is the rational intelle& or under- 


_Nanding. affected? In rt bad to this inquiry I re- 
ne: Tuar by the i ignorance or blindneſs aſcri- 
bed to ſinners in the word of Gop, is not com- 
- monly. meant doctrinal ignorance, or any incapa- 
City in the natural intelle& to perceive truth, or 
_ Judge of the relation between different truths. 
Hol. and depraved men, can alike perceive 
the truth or falſehood of propoſitions which are 
| Place before the underſtanding ? They can re- 
cCeive evidence, and infer one 1 1 from another. 
* Thisi is a natural operation of the mind, which 
was not deſtroyed by the apoſtacy, and doth not 
rove, either the exiſtence or want of holineſs, 
# men had not the natural powers of underſtand. 
15 ing; and of receiving doctrinal knowledge, they 
could not be ſinful. As an inſtance, If men had 


/ 
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no doctrinal knowledge, of Gop's exiſtence or of 

his law, or the intellect was incapable of receive 
ing it, they would not be guilry for actions of 

diſobedience. . CHRIST told the Jews, Te hae 


both | ſeen and . hated me and my foot” I Bad 7 


not come and ſpoke to you, ye had not had ſin, but now 
ye have no cloak for your ſin. Both theſe paſſages, 


refer to doctrinal knowledge, and the perſons 5 N 
who faw, and who heard CHRIST ſpeak, were in 
the depth of that blindneſs, which is eſſential to 4 


depravity. _ 3 
THERE are millions of Rust a at the be 


N time, Who have juſt doctrinal knowledge, and 


much clear ſpeculation on the goſpel; who la- 


bor under the genuine blindneſs of ſin, to as great 


a degree as the heathen. All unſanctified per- 


. ons are, under that ignorance and dündneſs . 


ſin of which the ſcripture ſpeaks. 
I wor p not be underſtood, that there is „ 
| wuch doctrinal light amo ong "ſinners. as there 
would be if they were holy. The indulgence of 
their intemperate luſts, by injuring the body, may 
enervate the mind and the vigor of natural un- 
derſtanding. Alſo by the oppoſition of their 
hearts to truth, they are indiſpoſed to ſeek 
for it; they neglect means and do not ſtudy to 
DE: informed: From hence comes an amazin 
degree of doctrinal ignorance, in thoſe who have. 
. the word. of God and the beſt means of inſtruct. 
jon. It is ſurprizing to ſee this! ignorance in mul- 
titudes, who know that the bleſſedneſs or miſery .. 
of eternity is at ſtake; and it ſhows the” prödi- 
gious diſlike of their hearts to the truth; à diſ- 
fl ke ſo ſtrong, that it pains. them to ſee doctrinal 
light, and they fly away from it as diſagreeable. 
Still, even this ignorance, is not the ting, of 
which God's word moſt commonly ſpeaks, in de- 
deri ding ite fin 1 hne nature. „ or 
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705 Man's depravity. Serm. VI. 
ſpiritual light and ignorance, are diſtin things ; 
and it is ſpiritual i ignorance which is eſſential to 
the nature of depravity. Where there is the 

reateſt doctrinal light, there may be the greateſt 

iritual blindneſs. Doctrinal light, is ſeeing the 
truth by means of evidence preſented to the un- 
derſtanding; and when ſeen, it may appear either 
glorious or hateful, according as the moral ſtate 
of the heart ſhall be. Spiritual light is ſeeing the 
glory of truth; it appears amiable, excellent and 
Beate Seeing the glory of truth implies a good 
heart. Spiritual ignorance is. ſeeing no beauty 
and glory in truth, and nothing in Gop which 
makes him to be defired.. Doctrinal ignorance 
may be removed by the inſtituted. means of in- 
ſtruction; but ſpiritual ignorance can be remo- 
ved only by the power of God renewing the 
1 and all means of inſtruction are "og inef. 
ectual. When Gop acts to enlighten ſpiritu- 
ally, he does it, not by a revelation of truth 
which was defore unſeen by the underſtanding, 


or giving any new power to the perceiving facul- 
ty; but ſolely by changing the heart. In the 


heart there is a new creation, new moral quali- 
ties infuſed by the holy ſpirit, and this is re- 
generation. When the heart is made holy, the 


beauty and lory of holineſs is perceived ; and 
until there bp 


this change of heart, the inner 

whether he lives in a heathen or chriſtian nd, is 

in total ſpiritual blindneſs. | 
Tas blindneſs is meant in the 0 <A 


_ ſages, and many others. Being grieved for the 
þ Blindneſs of their heart. — Having jr under/tanding 5g 


derkened, being alienated from the.life of God, e 85 


the ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the blindneſs. 


of their heart. And knoweſt not that thou art 


blind, —If our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are. 


In whom ie Gop o this world hath blinded 3 ot. 


rog 
minds of them that believe not; m the bght of the glo- 
rious goſpel 'of CHERTST, who is the image of God, 
bine into them. Tor  Gop who — 
the light te. Mine out of darknefs, hath ' ſhined in our 
hearts ; 40 give the light of the knowledge of the ory 
of Gon, i in he face of Fesvs CHRIST. The hiding, 
the blindneſs, the light ſhining into the heart, 
which are mentioned in theſe paflages, applies 
ſolely to ſpiritual light and ignorance. Ha. 
ving ay underſtanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of Gop through the ignorance that is in them, 
becauſe of the blindneſs of their heart: | This blind. 
neſs, which is moſt dreadful to human nature, 
is one under which men will remain, until Goo 
is pleaſed to ſanctify them for himſelf ; and all 
the means of inſtruction in the chriſtian world, : 
have no power to remove it, unleſs the renewing. 
ſpirit of God accompanies bis own, means.——PFor . 
this reaſon, the depravity of human nature, in the 
word of Gos, is traced to the heart as a fountain. 
| —There muſt be a conformity of the heart, to 
the moral character of Gop and to the truth, In” 
_ order to ſee his glorious lovelineſs, and the fatif- 
fying beauty of virtue. © 
Fr hence appears that depravity doth not | orig-" 5 
inate in the underſtanding, but hath its prima 


ſeat in the will and affections; and when theſe ate 


perfectly rectified, the whole mind miniſters to holi- 


neſs.— There are a great number of uſeful inferen- _ _ 


ces from this ſubject, all of which, except the two 
following are deferred to a ſucreeding diſcourſe. . 


1. Tf preceding deſcription of man's natu- 


ral corruption, ſhows that the uſe of means alone | 
can never remove it. | 
Means may inſtruct and at powerfully on 
the underſtanding to give doctrinal light; a 
this'is the whole of their efficacy, the whole for” 


which they were appointed, by a wife Gon. 


wo Mans depravity.  Serm. VI. 
Lr us conſider what the means of religion 
FR) and their action on the mind of man. 
Tay fix our attention; ſet the character and 
law of Gop before us; make us acquainted, with ' 
our own character, and wants, and with the na- 
ture and conſequences of. holineſs and ſin; and 
generally, they give doctrinal information; but 
beyond this, it is not conceived they have any 
pewer.—If the depravity of man conſiſted in doc- 
trinal ignorance, the means of inſtruction might 
ſet him right; but this is not the caſe. The 
ſuppoſition, that means, by the moſt diligent uſe 
of them, will remove the corruption of human 
nature, implies that the heart is previouſly right; 
and that all fins are no more than pitiable 
miſtakes, ariſing from doctrinal ignorance—Let 
this idea be followed in its genuine conſequences, 
and it really denies. the ſin of human nature. 
The heart, the will, the moral taſte can be 
changed only by the power of Gop.—Hence the 
ſcriptures ſpeak of a new birth—a renovation— 
a new creation—a new heart—and the neceſſary 
action of the Holy Spirit to make the change. 
This may be illuſtrated, in the inſtance of ſeeing 
the divine character. The ignorant ſinner has 
doctrinal knowledge to a certain degree, 5 
and to that which is ſeen of Gop his heart is 
oppoſed. ' Let his doQtrinal knowledge, by 
the ,uſe of means be doubly increaſed. Will 
this: pes view of what he diſliked, make 
him love it?, Common ſenſe: would determine 
quite the contrary,. Thoſe who depend on the 
uſe of means to change their hearts, are denying 
the power of Gop and reſiſting the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and there is no reaſon to expect he wall help 
until they feel that they are in the hand of 
ſoyereigy power and goodneſs and that he muſt 
work to ſave them. Means were inflituted to 


inſtruct the underſtanding, and fix the attention 
on truth. The Holy Spirit is appointed to re- 
new and ſanctify, and the ſpiritual enlightening 
which he gives, comes from his prior action on 
the heart. But is there not a greater probability 
that thoſe who diligently uſe appointed means, 
will be ſanctified by divine power, than if they 
omit the uſe ? Doubtlels there is, and thoſe who 
omit the uſe, have no reaſon to expect that Gov 
will ſanctify and forgive. In the falvation'of his 
people, he does honor to all his own inſtitutions 
— he may give the Spirit to whom he pleaſeth, 
and he will not give to thoſe who are regardleſs 
of his appointments we ought therefore very 
diligently to uſe appointed means, and be at the 
Tame time ſenſible, that it is the ſovereign power 
of God which changes the heart, removes the 
power of original corruption, and Yume a begin- | 
E ey preparation for heaven. 5 
2. Taz” deſcription” that hath been given * 
man's natural de pravity, ſhows that the 1 . 
Trance of which _ NN TOE" Is n excuſe 
for ſin. © | TEX» 
| Doerimnar: ignorance may, in forks 0 . 
excuſe from ſin. Thus the heathen who never 
had Crrisr preached to them, are not-guilty _ 
for the neglect of receiving him; while in thoſe 
Who have the goſpel, the want of faith is a great 
fin. If men did not know the moral law, either 
f by a natural or revealed evidence, this would be 
an excuſe for thoſe things in them which are: now 
ſinful.— All men, have ſufficient doctrinal knowl- 
edge of the moral law, to render er inercuſa- 
ble in the ſight of the judge. h 
IMA ſpiritual ignorance which I kane lirge- 
ly deſcribed, in no ſenſe or degree, is an excuſe 
for ſin.—It all comes from ſin in the heart, and 
is in proportion to the degree of ſin. The more 


—— — — 
. * 
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. r the more blind.— This blindneſs, indeed of 
Ae being an excuſe, is the index of an evil character, 

| and the degree of blindneſs meaſures the degree 

| of guilt ; hence the word of Gon conſiders mens 
one blindneſs as their ſin and threatens it with pun- 
ll iſhment. When ſinners come before the bar of 
4 God, if they plead, that they ſaw nothing in his 
character which delighted them no glory in his 
truth and juitice—nothing amiable in his law— 
Will || 6} nothing lovely in CH RIST's purity, and the holy 
14 doctrines of his goſpel—no excellency in the 
1 chriſtian temper and 'obedience—no pleaſure in 
the duties of worſhip and the company of Gop's 
people; the judge will anſwer that on this very 
evidence, they are guilty and righteouſly con- 
demned. And ſhould we not my reader in a'fim- | 
lar caſe, judge the ſame? Suppoſe an unholy 
fon, pleading as an excuſe, for his undutifulneſs 
and his diſobedience to the reaſonable laws of a 
juſt and good father, that the character of the fa- 
ther diſguſted him, and he could find no pleaſure 
either in his character or law; would this ex- 
_ his diſobedience ? Nay, would it not be the 
aggravating proof of his depravity It cer- 
tainly would. Let none therefore think, becauſe 
religion doth not appear amiable to them,” that 
this will be any excuſe. So far to the cont 
the more blind they find themſelves to the 1 
ual glory of divine. things; the more alarmed 
they ought® to be for their fituation.—This cir- 
$1 cumſtance ſhows them to be exceeding ſinful, and 
far removed from th kingdom of heaven. 

May the Lord change all our 7 hearts to de. 

light) in REI, | AMEN. : 
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ROMANS il. 9, 10. 


ot Wwe | have before proved bath Four and Ge- 


= ec} has they ee ONS} nnn 


- there i is. none TIRE, _y not one. 10 
e 
TN a "We diſcourſe from theſe words, evi- 
dence was collected from the holy ſcriptures, 
that all men are in a ſtate of depravity and fing 
IND was alſo made in what this depravity 
conſiſts, and bow the ſeveral powers and faculties 
of the mind are affected by it. The underſtand- 


ing.; and heart, will or affections were defined. 


From the word of Go, it appears that the heart 


or will including the affections, is the primary 


ſeat of moral depravity; and the underſtanding 
is conſequently affected, but not in ſuch manner, 
that the ignorance of ſinners i is any excuſe for 
them, or that doctrinal inſtruction will have any 


power to remove the diſorder. It was the heart | 


which cd, and 2 this mn the . 
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Man's depravity. Serm. VII. 


ſtanding was made dark. It will continue dark 


while the heart is wrong; which muſt be changed 
by the holy ſpirit, to illumine the ſoul with the 


glory of Gop, and the beauty and delights of ho- 


Iineſs. As this blindneſs comes entirely from 
ſinful affections, God treats it as ſinful; and the 
degree of a creature's ſin may be known by the 


degree of his blindneſs. 


THE diſorder, in the ſinner* 8 heart, is a miſpla- 
ced love. His chief affection is taken from Gop; 
from the general good; from feeking the great. 
eſt glory and happineſs of the intelligent ſyſtem, 


and placed on himſelf. For himſelf alone he 


lives, deſires and acts. The object of holy af. 
fection, is the happineſs of Gop and his kin dom 
in union. The object of ſinful affeQion, is Rf in in 


a ſtate of ſeparation from Gop and his kingdom; 1 


and this ſtate of ſeparation runs directly into a 
ſtate of oppoſition and enmity, from whence 
come all the fins of men againſt Gov and his 


 ereatures, nor is there any perception of glorious 


Beauty © in holy objects. 8 

Tun third ching opolclt in en the 
© ſubject, is to compare the deſcription that hath 
been given of our original and common deprav- 
ity, with the apparent character of mankind; 
their conduct; and their treatment of Gop and 
creatures in all ages, by which we ſhall ſee, the 
.. ſcriptural account of this moral corruption to be 
2 juſt one, and entitled to our moſt ſerious belief. 

Bronx I proceed to a compariſon of the doc- 
fine, as it hath been deſcribed, with the actual 
conduct of "mankind in all ages; it is neceſſary 
that ſeveral things be premiſed, to explain ſome 
"Hens, which may, otherwile, be rehed on 

as exidence, in favor, either of the td of hu- 
man nature, or of a partial depravity. 


3 


N VII. Man's depravity. | 215. 

By the total depravity of man, is not 
that the heart breaks out into all polible enor- 
milky of vice. 

We know this is not the caſe. An 0 
enmity may riſe higher ſinful objects may be 
loved more—and viſible crimes may be multi- 
plied. It is not meant that ſinners are as wicked 


as they can be, or as they will be, in ſome future 


time, if they remain impenitent; but it means 
they have no holineſs, and all their affections, ſo 
far as they have a moral character, are ſinful, 
without any mixture of true holineſses. 
Iwo ſumers of the ſame natural capacity, may 
be entirely ſinful, and ſtill one of them may be 
more ſinful than the other. The ſame ſinner 
may be totally ſinful, at two different times; but 
more ſinful at one than the other. In this world, 
the wills and affections of men are under the 


reſtraint of Gop, out of favor to his own king- 


dom, and the ingathering of ſouls to CHRIST. 
If all men acted out their hearts, in the full ex- 
treme of ſinful paſſions and actions, it would 
diſqualify the world for a place of probation. 
Thro'. mutual injuries, there would be no time 


| for reflection, or opportunity to uſe ſuch means, 


as the ſpirit accompanies for ſalvation. But this 
reſtraint is not holineſs ; neither, is there in it, any 
thing that approaches towards the moral nature 
of holineſs. The reſtrained perſon is ſtill totally 


depraved; that is, all which is in his heart is fin- 


ful, and nothing holy, and without * no 
man can ſee Gop. 
WEN evil men hear theniſelves charged "FO 


A 


total depravity, to appeaſe conſcience they often 


argue, in the following way. There are ſome 
defirable things in the world which I have not 
coveted ;—ſome things I have coveted, which 
mig in a more wicked manner have ken by 
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wolence; therefore, I am not totally depraved. 
Allowing this to be true, it is no diſproof of to- 
tal depravity; for the queſtion is not, whether 


the ſinner be ſinful to the greateſt extreme of ex · 


erciſe, but whether there be in him any thing that 
is morally good or holy? 
_ FugrHEx, in moſt caſes, there malt be ſome 
proſpect of ſucceſs to bring into exerciſe ſenſible 
deſires of the heart. 

Mer may not deſire to walk acroſs the ocean, 


only becauſe they know the thing to be impoſſi- 
ble; whereas, if a poſſibility appeared they would 


deſire it inſtantly. So the ſinner may ſay, I never 
deſired to deſtroy. the GopHzap and fit on the 
throne of the univerſe. I will allow, it is poſſi- 
ble, that no ſuch ſenſible deſire hath ever paſſed 
in the ſinner's mind. Still I muſt inquire of 
him, whether he never repined, or thought he 
was hardly treated by providence, or that thing 
might be ordered better? All theſe are ex- 
erciſes of the ſame heart, which would deſire 
to dethrone God, if the thing might be probably 
effected. Total depravity doth not imply the 
greateſt poſſible degree of unholy exerciſe or ac- 
tion ; but it means the whole want of what is 
gn good—a total deficiency of a right tem- 

My affections, ſo that the man, ſo far as he 
TT i altogether a ſinner, 

'Txzo? the ordering of ſovereign wiſdom, the 
circumſtances under which finners exiſt, make 
a great difference in the weakneſs and ſtrength 
of the affections. In the preſent world things are 
ordered to reſtrain ſin, and keep the energies of 


its action within certain limits. The - preſent 


of Goy's kingdom requires this. In a- 
nother world, it will. be different, and divine 
glory may require all reſtramts to be taken 
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off, that hs odious nature of fin may tle. Ade | 


a This will be awfully the caſe, 


2dly. Tun ſtate of things is ſo. ordered in this 


world, that many actions, which produce viſible 


good effects in ſociety, proceed from a heart and 


from motives, which are unholy. 
A HEART altogether ſelfiſh, is totally finful ; 


| but men with ſuch hearts, may do ihings which | 


are for the preſent benefit of ſociety. Ambition, 
pride or avarice may make them diligent in their 
uſineſs, fair in their dealings, humane to their 


neighbours, or intrepid defenders of the public 
weal, while all is for themſelves. Both the 
public and their neighbours, would be injured 


and hated, if from a change of relative ſituation 
ſelf. intereſt required it. How many fair words 


are ſpoken from a heart of bitterneſs. Ho 
many friendſhips ſtand on party alliances, which 
are ſinful in their nature and deſign. How of. 


ten do ſinners patronize one another, carefully 


watching over their mutual reputation and inte- 
reſt, ſolely to keep themſelves in countenante, or 


do find companions agreeable to their taſte, or to 
ſecure ſome good to themſelves. The world it- 
ſelf would not contain the books which might be 
written deſcribing civil actions —neighbourly ac- 


tions—aCtions apparently humane and juſt, which 
Come from a heart and motives altogether unholy 


in the ſight of Gop. It is thus, Gop uſes hypo- 


critical ſinners, to preſerve ſuch a ſtate of order _ 
in the world, as the purpoſes of his own eternal 


_ counſel require. He makes uſe, even of the de- 


ſtructive actions of ſinners, to build up his own 


kingdom. But let it be remembered, that the 


civility of mankind is not holineſs, | the * 


and its motives be wrong. 
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x 1 8 Man's depravity. | Serm, VII. 


"Tris deſcription may be extended, even to the 


viſible ſervices of religion. Men may pray — 
hear the word of Gop—read the ſcriptures—in 


ſome ſenſe keep the Sabbath, and regard goſpel 
ordinances, while in a ſtate of total depravity. 
There was no holineſs in the Phariſee, who aid. 

I thank thee, Lord, that I am not as other men, for J 


| fafStwice in a week ; nor in the young man, who 
told CHRIST concerning the commandments, Al 


theſe have I kept from my youth up. There was no 
hdtineſs in theſe perſons, therefore, they were to- 
tally depraved. They did all thro' ſelfiſhneſs— 
thro? a love of themſelves only, and a dread, rath- 
er than love of Gop. 

Ir ye love them who love you, ſaid Curr, what 


reward have ye? It is altogether ſinful. Per- 


forming a viſible duty, only thro* dread of divine 
puniſhment, is the ſame as Acing' it wholly from a 
love of ourſelves, without regard to the excellence 
of Gop. 80 that the performance of many viſi- 
ble ſervices in religion, is no evidence ne the 


| doctrine advocated. 


AlsO pity, eee a love of our country, 
a zeal for its good laws, and many other things, 
which in the common language of men are called 
ſocial and political virtues, may be found, for a 


ſeaſon, in creatures who are totally unholy. All 


theſe may ariſe from ſome real or ſuppoſed ben- 
efit to ourſelves, while there is no love of moral 
excellence. We know the moſt depraved may 


love their children becauſe they are their own.— 


For the fame reaſon, they may love their country 


and its laws, and in many inſtances pity the dif- 


treſs of a fellow- creature. The wonderful wiſ- 


dom of Gov is. ſeen, in managing the wicked ſelf- 


inneſs of the human heart, and making it the means 


* Preſerving a certain degree of Proceed in the hu 


. VIE - Man's e 3 6 


Wr 


man ſtate, ſo ons as he is gathering his own "or | 


plei into the Hg of holineſs. 


he: IN comparing the deſcription of human 4 
depravity, with the appearance and conduct of 
men, we muſt alſo conſider; that many have been 


t= 


reclaimed from the reigning power of their 
ural fin, by the ſanctifying grace of Goo. 


Wren infidels attempt to depreciate a 9 
tion, by ſetting up the powers and attainments 


of reaſon; it is their cuſtom to aſcribe to reaſon, 
much of that knowledge which originated in 4 
revelation. So thoſe, who attempt to prove, ei- 


ther the natural purity or partial depravity of hu- 


man nature, claim as evidence, all the good which 
there is in the hearts and actions of men, with- 
out giving any credit to the ſanctifying grace of 
Gop thro' Jnsus CHRIST. There are, many pl: 


ous. people—there is ſome degree of holineſs j in. 
many hearts; but whence did it come? Was it 


natural to theſe perſons, or hath it been excited 
by the action of the holy ſpirit? Aſk the ſancti- 
fied, for they are the beſt judges, and their an- 


ſwer will be; that if they have any holineſs, it is 
in ſmall degree, and this ſmall degree was not 
natural to them, Theſe good perſons, are the 


firſt to allow their own total depravity by nature, 
and give all the glory of what there is right in 
them, to the ſovereign and renewing mercy of 
God. If theſe who appear the neareſt to pu 


in their temper and actions, claimed this as their 5 
natural character, it would give ſome colour of 


oObjection to the doctrine; but they are the firſt, 
to cry out unclean, torally une the fight. 
of GOD. 

The advocates for a natural purity, or r Partial 
depravity, are found among ſuch as appear to be. 
fartheſt en Som it; and tho” ſome of 
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ſ them. may be regular i in their lives, they give no 


evidence of an ardent love of Gop—delight i in 
the ſpirituality of the divine law—pleaſure in a 
life of prayer and devotion, or eminence in an 
of the exerciſes which ſhow a very ſanctified 
heart. The truth is, they have no great ſenſe of 
ſin, and therefore think human nature pure, or 
but little debaſed. | 

_ Taz remarks will fully account, for ſuch 
appearances in the character and conduct of men, 
as ſome may uſe to evince but a partial depravity. 
They teach us, that the doctrine of total cor- 
ruption by nature, is not rendered doubtful by a 
compariſon with matters of fact. 


1 ISHALL now mention ſome things, in. the 
11118 83 appearance of mankind, which ſhow 2 


1 heart by nature totally depraved. 
itt 1. Trrne is a natural and general 6 etful- 
| | " neſs of Gop; and the few thoughts of him, 
WE which men have, appear to be excited by terror 
1 and not to flow from a heart filled with love. 
3 ALARMING providences, dangers, wants, pains, 
145 the inſtituted means of inſtruction, impel men 


ſometimes to think of Gop. The ways of divine 
providence, and inſtituted means are wonderfull 
calculated, to remind us of the divine charaQter 
and government. All nature around us—all 
. events, our mercies and our trials, are de- 
igned to make us keep Gop in ſight. With all 
this proviſion of means how little is he thought 
of? The deſires of the heart reſt on the gilt 
without aſcending to the giver. Mens thoughts 
ſtop on ſecond cauſes without riſing to the great 
firſt cauſe. All their diſcourſe and aQtions prove, 
that other objects are more agreeable to the 
heart; ; and that it is with a | Kind of reluQance, 
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they are brought to think of Jexovan.. His pur 


charater—his holy law—and moſt juſt. govern. 
ment, are not pleaſurable ſubjects. As young 
minds open to the evidence of Gop's being and 
perfections, this doth not correct the evil diſpo- 


ſition. Objects of ambition, intereſt and pleaſ- 


ure engage all the attention. They look to the 
things around them for happineſs, and on theſe 
their diſcourſe turns, Unleſs the providence 
or ſpirit of Gon ſpeaks, with uncommon energy, 
they go on in deep ſecurity, devated to them- 


ſelves and the world. 


Coup things be ſo if there were any love of 


 Gop? The law of reaſon and revelation require 


a ſupreme love of him, and who dare deny the 
juſtice of the requirement? Could things be fo, 


if any, even a partial love of Gop, or as much 
as we have, for ourſelves and the creatures, were 


natural to us? They certainly could not. Na- 
ture impels us to think of the objects which we 
love. The heart is inquring and following them; 


and if the love be ſupreme it makes haſte to find 


them. No pains are teo expenſive, and no 
watchings too laborious to find the objects 
we love; and when found every action and word 5 


is expreſſive of joy. „ . 
Ils this ſeeking Gop natural to men? Do 
they come into the world, grow up and go thro?* 


life with it? When providence brings his charac- 
ter into view, do they rejoice as in 9 of a be 


re-peruſe 


loved object? Do they peruſe . 
his image drawn in his law, or appear to be' 
ſearching for him in the glorious works of na- 
ture? Whence ariſes the natural dread of his 


preſence, and of coming before him by death, if 


his character be loved, when it is a law of our 
being to ſeek the preſence of a beloved object * 
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It there were not, a total want of delight 
in Gop, and a natural oppoſition of heart to his 
Wil 1! holy nature and government, men could not be 
Witt!  foforgetful of him, by whom they are clothed and 
Wil |! fed, and of whoſe infinite perfection, there is 
| ſuch clear evidence. When we add to this the 
high crimes which are conſtantly happening, and 
| 8 actual ſins of which every man is conſcious, 
| it gives great ſtrength to the concluſion. The 
character given of mens natural ſtate, by the word 
of Gop, Iniuecntly. 4 accounts for this ſtate of 
things. 
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2dly. THE conduct of men in all ages proves 
them to be ſelfiſh creatures, and that their nat- 
ural love is only to themfelves. _ | | 

CN thoſe who have thoroughly conſidered 
human nature, and read the character of man in 
' bis actions in the conduct of individuals and of 

nations, in every age, have any doubt of this ? 
Is not this generally confeſſed, by the watchful- 
neſs and guard men exerciſe for themſelves over 
all others? Do they not feel it, until a change 
takes place in their affections, which, after they 
have experienced, they are willing to aſcribe to 
the ſanctifying power of God ? This ſelfiſhneſs 
or ſinful ſelf. Iove, is the very eſſence of a: total 
depravity, and there needs nothing more, when 
all reſtraint is withdrawn, to make moſt complete 
wickedneſs. 

II is a diQtate of common 99 that all ra- 
tional beings and objects, and all the intereſts of 
intelligence:qught to be loved according to their 

excellence. . The glory and happineſs. of Gop- 
- HEAD is of more value, than all creatures —of 
many creatures, more than of one —of the whole, 
more than of a part. Theſe obſervations point 

out to us the moral law of holineſs, as confi ing, 


Serm. VII. Mart s previ. 1 
in a vole proportioned to ali value of 
the object. Selfiſhneſs or a ſinful ſelf-· love is con- 
trary to this. The ſelfiſh creature wiſhes the 
whole to be ſubordinate to himſelf; or if ſuch 
a wiſh hath not paſſed in his heart, it was pre- 
vented by the apparent impraQtieabilty of the 
thing. This ſelfiſh heart ſhows itſelf in all that 
takes place around us—in mens graſping defires 
—In their feelings and actions to others. They 
with to be firſt in influence, in eſteem, in property> 
in power. To this the heart is continually reach. 
ing. Dear ſelf. advancement is at the bottom of 
action. By this rule, meaſures and events are 
Judged—parties formed—worldly friendſhips ce- 
mented—and animoſities kindled. By this, the 


man in his natural ftate, is excited to thoſe exew. - 


tions which have many laudable effects on preſ- 
ent ſociety—he often advances the intereſt of 
others as the moſt direct way of advancing his 
 own—does beneficent actions to advance his rep- 
_utation—adds the weight of his influence to the 
energy of good laws, that his own perſon and 
property may be ſafe in a world of violence lets 
others enjoy ſome things, which he hath power to 
take, leſt the ſpirits of the multitude, ſelfiſh like 
himſelf, ſhould be exaſperated and wrench from 
him his all. He loves his family, becauſe they be- 
long to himſelf. If thoſe children, which are the 
idols of affeQtion, belonged to another, with the 
amiable qualities they now poſſeſs, he would have 
no affection either for their bodies or ſouls. For 
the ſame reaſon he may love many other individ- 


 -uals, his neighbours and his nation. He may 


alſo be liberal, for who more liberal than the ty- 
rant often 00 obſerve how he is liberal ! On- 


ly to adminiſter to his own ſafety and pleaſure. 


He is liberal to the flatterer who ſooths his pride; 
or the defender of his ſafety ; or to the ſubordi. 
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——— 


nate ſinner, who is in ſome "ay neceſſary for bin; 
or perhaps his liberality is from fear rather than 
lave. | | J d : . f 


NaTURAL conſcience reminds him of the day 
of judgment, and he does many good actions 
gladly, to purchaſe his own ſafety; but ſelfiſh- 


neſs ſtill is his predominating temper, and with 


all theſe he is totally depraved. This alone is the 


hinge on which his affections turn, and he hath 
no love of Gop for what he is in himſelf, nor 


of the divine rights, nor of a univerſe of crea- 


_ tures, for the real value of their intelligence and 
| happineſs. If he had this love it would be ho- 


lineſs, and ſuch as can with certainty find ſome 
degree of it in themſelves, may hope that Gop 


" hath had mercy on them. 


THus the appearance and the conduct of man- 


kind, conſidering all cireumſtances in this world 
of probation, as we may reaſonably: ſuppoſe they 


would be ordered by a Gop of infinite power and 


wiſdom, confirm the ſcriptural account of a deep 


and total depravity, which is the natural charac- 
ter of men; and that this depravity is ſeated in 
the heart, will or afteQions. This withdrawment 


of ſupreme love from Gop and his intelligent 


kingdom, which are the only objects of a holy 
love, and reſting in himſelf, will account for all 
the wickedneſs that can ever be practiſed by crea. 


"tures. It will produce enmity to the divine char. 
acter, law and government. It will produce ev- 


ery crime of heart and practice againſt Gop and 


man. It will cauſe an ignorance of the beauty of 
"Hi holineſs—and it is juſtly expoſed to all the threat- 


» "enced puniſhments of this and another world. 


xſt. Tris deſcription of depravity, ſhows that 
men may do many actions which are uſeful in 


che ſociety of this world—may be viſibly free 
from crimes may attend on the public inftitu- | 
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Serm. VII. Mar's ame, 125 
tions of religion—and diſcover on zeal for 

right actions, while they are in the gall of bitter- 
neſs and under the bonds of iniquity. 

Paul. tells us this Though I ſpeak with the 
tongues of men and pai £m" I have the gift of 
prophecy, and underſtand all my/teries, and all knawl- 
edge; and though I have all faith, ſo that I could 
remove mountains==though I beſtow all my goods to 
feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burn. 
ed, and have not ee it prqiteth me nothing. 

= And what is this charity ? It is love diveſted of 
_ ſelfiſhneſs, It is a love of character and truths, 
for their own excellence and value. It is a love 
in which ſelf is ſubordinate to general good, to 
the glory of God, and the greateſt ſum of happt- 
neſs in the intelligent univerſe. This is goſpel 
charity, the chriſtian holineſs. There is great 
danger of reliance for ſalvation, on ſuch attain» 
ments, and viſible obedience, as may come from 
a heart deſtitute of charity. This is the moſt 
common mode of ſelf-deception. Immerſed in 
the amuſing and buſy ſcenes of life, and without 
- ſerious conſideration, pains are not taken to ſearch 
deep into the heart.—lt is not a pleaſing employ- 
ment,—Such do not know their total ſelfiſhneſs 
in all they do.—Though conſcious of ſin, they 
hope it is partial, and that there is ſome. little 
good in them, —Perkaps they are moral in their 
viſible aQtions—may be kind neighbours .and 
fair dealers. On compariſon. with the moſt aban- 
|  doned ſinner, they find their characters much 
more fair, and hence draw the concluſion that 
they. are not totally depraved. They determine 
to make ſome amendments, and hope Gop will 
accept them.—Such perſons become prejudiced 
againſt the doctrines of divine ſovereigaty—a 
| tofal corruption of human nature—and the need 
of being regenerated and made new creatures. 
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12 Man's depraviiy. Serm. VII. 
Thus, they go wholly off from the true goſpel 
ſcheme, and while they rely ſome on CHRIS TUR; 
they rely more on themſelves, and in their own n 
opinion are going to a holy heaven, though deſ- 


titute of that, renovation ſpoken of in the ſcrip- 


tures. Perſons in this ſituation, have never ſeen 
the fin of their own hearts, nor the true diſtinc- 
tion between a holy and depraved temper. Thus 
their hopes may be conſiderable, and every ac- 
tion, the matter of which is right, is eagerly 
ſeized as evidence of their own ſafe ſtate.—Selt- 

love, and fear may produce many ſuch actions. 
They may even love Gop from a ſuppoſition, 
that he loves them, while ſelfiſhneſs is the central 
point of all their affections.—In this way hypo- 


crites are made.— Thus, mere moraliſts are eaſy 


in their fituation.—Thus, the thorough doctrines 
of.the goſpel become unpleaſant to their hearing, 
becauſe the ſelfiſh ground of their hopes is over- 
turned, and they wiſh a bible and a preacher 
more tender to the ſelfiſh affections.—It is for 
theſe reaſons, ſelf-examination becomes ſo un- 
pleaſing, and ſo difficult a work for fallen ſinners. 

In addition to theſe objections, it is alſo added 


by the ſelfiſh mind, I can ſee no kind of beauty 


in ſuch holineſs, as theſe remarks imply to be ne- 


ceſſary . This is a fact which mult be allowed; 


but. blindneſs to this beauty proves their criminal 
condition, and it can be removed, only by a reno- 


vation of the heart. | 


ad. We may infer, that the oppoſition of 
mens hearts is to the true character of Gop, and 
nat to a miſapprehenſion of him. He is oppoſed 


to their ſelfiſh wills and affections, and they ſee 


him to be thus, which is the very reaſon of their 


in. 


\ 


SO i 
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So long as they conceive him friendly to their 


and his government ſubordinate to their will. 
They love Gop in this cafe, from his ſuppoſed 
ſubſerviency to their intereſts. This ſinful love 
of Gop is founded upon a miſconception of his 
character; for the moment his true character is 
ſeen— that he requires ſelf-conſecration and a 
complete ſubmiſſion to his own will, the oppoſing” 
heart breaks out in enmity and diſobedience; 
ſo that the oppoſition of men's hearts is to the 
true character of our moſt holy Lord. Thoſe 
who ſuppoſe a little increaſe of doctrinal light 
will remove it, have overlooked the fountain of 
corruption, and not ſeen their own hearts truly. 


3d. Tm1s confirms the doctrine of CHRIST, Ex. 
cept a man be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of” 
Heaven. — That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh 3 * 
and that whith is born of the ſpirit, is ſpirit——Which- 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, " 
nor of the will of man, but of Gop. Fallen crea- 
tures have no better principle, than this depraya ' 
_ edſelf-love; and it muſt be the work of the Holy 
Spirit, to create them to new and holy affections. 
' To refiſt or deny the Spirit of Goo, is ſhutting 


the door of the kingdom of heaven, and deltroy- 


ing to ourſelves the efficacy of the goſpel. All 
thoſe, who deny this work of the Spirit, make 


the goſpel as inefficacious for their own ſalvation, © 


as if they were to deny CHrIsT himſelf. Be- 
tween theſe two kinds of infidelity, either deny- 

ing CHs r, or denying the Holy Ghoſt, how”: 

many ſhut themſelves out from the kingdom of 


heaven. May a Gop of ſovereign mercy have 
compaſſion to open their eyes before it be too 


late. AEN. 


ſelfiſh affections, they are friendly to him; be- | 
cauſe, it appears as though he had made himſelf 
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SERMON VIII. 


Sinners under preſent condemnation. 


JOHN iii. 18, 19. 


3 UT as that believeth not, is n already, be. 
cauſe he hath not believed in the name q the r 
gotten Son of Go. And this is the con 
that light is come into the world, and men loved dark. 
neſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds are evil. 


HE evangeliſt, in this chaziths; relates a dif- 
courſe of our bleſſed Saviour, in which 
ſome great and important goſpel doctrines are 
brou . into clear view. The converſation was 
with Nicodemus, a maſter and teacher in Iſrael, 
who tho' he was in that ſtation, was ignorant of 
a divine renovation of the heart, as neceſſary for 
ſalvation.ä— CHRIST explained the doctrine to 
him, and moſt plainly e the need of ſuch a 
change —the impoſſibility of being ſaved without 
it—and the power and agency of the Holy Spirit 
by whom it is wrought. He ſaid that this change 
is not of blood, nor of 5 will of the fleſhy nor 
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| Serm. VIII. 


of the will of man, but of Gon.—The Spirit of 


Gov is the author of it. We ſhall not reaſon our- 


ſelves into a holy temper, nor gain it by any 
means or endeavours, unleſs the Holy Spirit 
works; ſo that to deny his agency, or to grieve 
him away when he comes to aſſiſt, is moſt effectu- 
ally ſhutting the door of divine grace againſt our- 
ſelves. 

BzinG born again further implies, a holy prin- 
ciple from God put into the ſoul, by which it is 
enabled to reliſh, and taſte the excellency of all 
holy things —A principle of moral likeneſs to 
Gop where there was none before, nor any thing 
which bore a moral reſemblance of him.—It 
comes from God, and makes thoſe who receive it, 
in ſome degree conformed to him. 


*Havixe ſtated the _ of being —— 8 
CHRIS proceeds, alſo to deſcribe the neceſſity 
of a ſaving faith, which is that exerciſe, by which 
a renewed ſoul receives CHRISTH for his Saviour, 
and thus becomes entitled to the goſpel promiles 
of forgiveneſs and final redemption.—Faith is 
here called believing in name the of the Son of 
Gop. And CHRIST illuſtrates this grace 


b 
comparing himſelf to the brazen ſerpent, — 4 
Moſes lifted up in the wilderneſs, to which the 
wounded Iſraelites looked for healing. 


The il- 
luſtration is very inſtructive. 


The IIraelite felt 


himſelf mortally wounded, and in danger of im- 


mediate death. So the ſinner, before he will 


look to CHRIS, muſt feel the mortal wounds of 
ſin—that his ſpiritual diſeaſe is a fatal one, threat- 


| ening the worlt of deaths, and without a remedy :. 
in his power,—After the Iſraelite felt himſelf. . 


. the cure was effected only by looking. 
—$0 the wounded ſinner, finds no efficacy to 


eale 


a pained conſcience in what he does. 


All 
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his own works leave him under condemnation + 
the law.— The virtue which heals is in Jz8vs, ” 
 CarisT, and he finds benefit by faith alone, * 

which beholds, receives and books the Saviour. 
and his ſalvation. Whoever thus looks is no 
longer condemned, being forgiven . through Jz- 
sus CHRIST, who has fuffered and become a 
en for all thoſe who, are his. | 


Hav ſtated the way of ſalvation i in the i im- 
portant doctrines of the new birth, and a ſavin 
faith, in our text, he deſcribes the unhappy . 
and the extreme danger and guilt of all ſuch as 
have not been changed unto holineſs, and be- 
lieved in him, But he that believeth not, is con- 
demned already, becauſe he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of Gop.——And this is 
the condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 
their deeds are evil. Among many important 


truths, which theſe words contain, there are three, 
which 1 thall conſider. 


f 


rt. ALL, who have not a ſaving faith, are in a 
ſtate of preſent condemnation. There is not 
fimply danger they will be condemned, in ſome 

future time, but the ſentence is already paſſed. 
2dly. THE light which is come into the world, 
and the means which Gop hath uſed and ſtill con- 0 
tinues to uſe, will greatly aggravate their guilt, 
and make his Juſtice 1 in Moor rm mh very glo- 
rious. | 

3dly. The only reaſon, thoſe vhs have the [ = 
means of information do not come to this light, 
and derive ſaving benefit from it, is the corru 
tion of their hearts. They do not chooſe fuk 
Galvation as the goſpel offers—And men | * 
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a rather than light, becauſe their deeds wer 
evil. 


"1ſt. ALL who have not a ſaving faith, are in 
a ſtate of preſent condemnation. 
Taz words of CHRIST are ſo expreſs, there i 18 
no way of placing on them any other fair and 
natural conſtruction— He that believeth not is con- 
demned already—the ſentence is paſſed, and a- 
greeable to this the holy ſcriptures ſay, that Gop 
is angry with the wicked every day, and his 
wrath abideth on them.— When he looks on 
them, as he doth every moment, and ſees their 
ſin—a wrong temper—a wrong practice, and a 
want of love to him, his diſpleaſure is perfect.— 
The original threatening was, in the day thou cat- 
/e thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die. — After fin was 
committed, juſtice appeared and pronounced ſen- 
tence upon, 'the finners, from which moment, they 
were in a ſtate of condemnation.—All of us are 
in the ſame ſituation naturally, under the ſame 
ſentence, and there is only one way of being de- 


+. hvered from it, which is wo a holy faith in Jzsvs 
CHRIST. 


Ir is true, there's is a ſhort 1 reprieve from: com- 
plete execution of the ſentence, granted to us 
all; but we ſhould very carefully diſtinguiſh be- 
tween a temporary reprieve from complete exe- 
cution, and a reverſal of the threatening. The 


Teprieve extends to all men for a ſeaſon the re- 


verſal is only to thoſe who have become vitall 


united to the Saviour of men, the Son of Gop. 


If the reprieved 23 go to CHRIS, in the pre- 


ſeribed way of humility and repentance, divine 
ace will declare him free from condemnation, 


and until he doth thus go, the ſentence remains 


in full force as it e be, if there were no Re- 
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deemer. Alſo, it remains moſt certain, that af- 
ter a ſhort delay, execution will commence on 


the impenitent, without allay. The reprieve 


conſiſts in two things. 


xt. THE extremity of the ſentence 1s not yet 
executed. Men are now ſuffering much puniſn- 
ment for their fins, but it is not the full puniſh- 
ment.—Gop has placed them in a ſtate of trial. 
The full puniſhment of fin is probably ſo extreme, 
as to be inconſiſtent with confideration and trial, 


and would fo diſtra& the mind, that it could not 


hear the calls of divine grace, in the manner it 
now may. Therefore, we find a partial ſuſpen- 
ſion of wretchedneſs, and only ſo much is ſuffer- 
ed, as warns and teaches us, that the wages of ſin 
are indeed ſorrow and death. It ought, by no 
means, to be concluded, that the penalty doth not 
contain ſomething vaſtly more bitter than what 
- ſinners feel in this world. When the ſtate of trial 
ends, extreme puniſhment will be inflicted, for 
infinite wiſdom will no longer have a reaſon for 
ſuſpending. 
2d. ANOTHER thing contained in this reprieve, 
is an opportunity to eſcape to the only begotten 
Son of Gop for an eternal deliverance, and com- 
plete reverſal of the n of aan 


.. Gov is now warning us of our danger—invi- 
ting us to come to him by repentance that we may 
- live—and to begin a life of holineſs and true 
grace, and taſte how ſweet and ſoul-ſatisfying it is. 
Of thoſe who truly come none will be rejected 
God will forgive their ſins, for the ſake of his 
Son, and never bring them to ſuffer ſuch A 
ment as they have deſerved. 
IE whole ſtate of things, in this world, is ev- 
idence, that 2 who believe not are condeinned 


\ 


> 


N — — 
* — — aw v * : * - 
* — - _—_— 2 2 . = — — 
8 eos - y De 4 we o — oa: * : * — Pay 2 
r 2 8 , 5 
de by — 44. — — « < <a W / A : 
9m mg pare 2 = — — — — . packers —_— — 2 — 
— — ITY - * - - we - — . 
— - - « - — - - — e 
= _ : * " * 


— —ͤ—e cc SOC” 4 - , wane hb 


r 
«<< «6s 


— 
— 
— 


-; — he Gd 2 2 — 
— — —ů— — — 
* = ry 


a PIERS = 
Bog on tr 
VET” 


n 2323 „ — "os 4 Re oe — 
— 222 — Donna _—_ — — 5 , ? 1 
— — : — os eo ne ot - = ; | 
PETTY 4 * * - = - 
A * E n — 5 4 
> y 


1 


134 Sinners unde: Serm. VII. 5 


already. There are innumerable puniſhments 


actually taking place, and if execution is begun, 


it ſhows that Kabedes is paſſed. In how ſolemn 


à ſituation does the conſcious finner ſtand, if ſen-- 


tence be already paſſed—if execution be begun— R 
and only a few days are to intervene before the. 
full weight takes place. It is in ſight of theſe. 
truths, divine mercy becomes ſo importunate in 

its calls to a ſecure world, and ſays, in the moſt . 
pathetic language of pity, F e ye die, O houſe _ 
of. Iſrael? Tt is in ſight of theſe truths, Gop 


ſpeaks ſo plain to us in his holy word. The caſe 


is ſo urgent, that infinite wiſdom ſees it to require 
the moſt plain dealing the moſt plain addreſs 
to conſcience—and the moſt explicit deſcription, - 
of the endleſs ruin that will follow a miſimprove- 8 


ment of this ſhort ſeaſon. 


CxxralxLxy the great and infinite God, 5 


who upholds ſo auguſt a univerſe as this, 


and is the parent of reaſon, cannot be a paſ- 
ſionate and capricious being. Neither is it ſup- 
poſeable that he would try to terrify us with 


groundleſs fears. And he tells us expreſsly, that 
all who have not come to JzsUs CHRIST are al- 


ready under ſentence of death. The awful ſen- 
tence of the laſt day will not be a new one, but 
only a repetiton of that which is paſſed already, 


With this aggravating circumſtance, that the ſtate 


of reprieve is ended. Mercy will never again 


come forward and try to ſave the guilty, ſentenced : 
creature. O that all might feel the reality of the 
truth I am now urging. A long obſervation of 


human nature gives me right to ſay, that un- 


til they feel themſelves to be condemned al- 


ready, they will never take one ſtep towards a 
life of thorough religion. Until they feel this, 
they will be as ſecure, and as full of vanity, as if 5 


| there were no eternity before them —no LESTER. 


} 
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to biin r no ſtate of endleſs 3 to 
eſcape. Among all the ſtrange things found in 
a ſinful heart, it is one of the ſtrangeſt that ſin 
cloſes the eyes, on, the danger attending it—on - 
the need of an immediate eſcape —on the certain 
truth of God 1 in what he hath told us, and on the 
awfulneſs of going into another world, without 
that preparation which the goſpel declares to be 
neceſſary. And there is not only a preſent blind». 
neſs, but ſo ſtrong a defire of remaining blind, 
it gives a great diſpleaſure to ſee or hear any 
thing, which has a nenen to n. conſcience. 


'2d. TRE light which is come into the wool | 
and the means which Gop hath uſed, and ſtill 
continues to uſe, will greatly aggravate. their 
guilt, and make his juſtice in their condemnation 
very glorious. | 

Ta:s is the 3 that * be. is come into 
the world, and men loved darkneſs phe, than light. 

The meaning of this part of the text is, that the ! 
wars hr) clear light which ſhines, if miſimproved, : 

I greatly aggravate the condemnation and miſ- 
ery of impenitent ſinners. It is the ſame truth 
as CHRIST expreſſed in the following words. 
Vl had not come, and ſpoke unto them, they had nat 
had jm ; but now they have no cloak for their fn. 
They would not have had ſo great fin, nor would 
their conduct have been ſo criminal as it now is. 

A vs r number of men in the chriſtian world. 
who do not live chriſtian lives, ſpeak of their 
privileges with great pleaſure. They place great 
dependance on their light and opportunities, tho! 
they do not make any uſe of them, to obtain a 
real conformity of heart to Gop himſelf, uhich | 
is the only thing for which their privileges were 
given them. Still, it is a ſolemn truth, that miſ⸗- 
nes 6d privileges will only increaſe & condemna- 4 
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N | ——ů— 
5 tion. This i is one of thoſe truths, which CHRIST 
j often brought into view. He told the Jews; it 


ſhould be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, and 
even for Sodom and Gomorrha, in the day of jud 
ment, than for them. The reaſon was, A 
they ſinned againſt greater knowledge, and better 
means to do their duty, than the people of thoſe 
devoted cities had. The goſpel, which originated 
in infinite love, and offers ſalvation to ſinners 
who are ſenſible of their wants and their guilt, 
carries with it nothing but terror to its condemn- 
ed and ſelfiſh oppoſers. Therefore the apoſtle 
ſaid explicitly, on this ſubject, that the goſpel 
which he preached, was a ſavor of life unto life, 
unto thoſe who obeyed ; but of death unto death 
to thoſe who periſh. Ti it did not fave, if it did 
not ſanctify them, it would increaſe the weight of 
their guilt. If they refuſed it, in its ſaving and 
ſanctifying call, it muſt make them more guilty 
creatures, than they would have been, had no 
goſpel been publiſhed. 
SGospkEI. calls and warnings the arching ad- 
monition of the ſpirit—the clear ſhining of truth 
from Gop, in whatever way they come, never 
leave men as they find them. Theſe things, ei- 
ther leave us made better than we were, and for- 
„given by Gop; or they leave us hardened, _ 
much more ouilty than before. WES 
Nx the unclean ſpirit is gone out of a man, he 
. nwalketh through dry places, ſeeking reſt, and findeth 
none. Then he ſaith, I will return into my houſe 
om whence I came out ; and when he is come, he 
Anders it empty, ſevept and garniſbed. T hen goeth he, 
and taketh with himſelf ſeven other ſpirits, more 
_ wicked than himſelf, and they enter in and dwell 
there; and the laſt ſtate of that man is worſe than 
the firſt. The meaning of the repreſentation is 
this. When by the one ſhining of light, cither 
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—— 
immediately from the ſpirit of God, or by means, 
men are brought to ſome conſideration—are at- 
tentive—ſhow a hearing ear, and go no further, 
they become more guilty. They only walk in di 
or comfortleſs places. They do not their Whole 
duty and repent, and believe in Ixsus, and there- 
fore find no peace in what they do. As th 
continue to ſin againſt increaſed light, they are 
conſtantly becoming more hard, and finally re. 
folve to ſit down again in ſecurity. A man thus 
returning to ſecurity, finds his houſe empty, 
fwept and garniſhed. He has quieted himſelf 
with a few viſible regulations of amendment; 
but it is his houſe and not his heart, that is 
niſhed with love as it ought to be. The TY 
neſs of ſuch ſecurity, and the increaſe of fin and 
guilt, are moſt ſolemnly repreſented—he zaketh 
to himſelf ſeven other ſpirits more wicked than him» 
ſelf, and the laſt ſtate of that man is worſe than the 
fir/t. He is become ſevenfold more guilty in the 
fight of Gov. Miſimproved light has greatly 
increaſed the weight of his condemnation. | 
Tusk words are the doctrine of JesUs CHRIST 
and of the holy ſcriptures. And can we fay a 
word againſt the reaſonableneſs of the truth? Do. 
not our own commonſenſe, reaſon and conſcience 
confirm the truth? Does common ſenſe diftate 
any thing more clearly, than this, that the man 
who ſins againſt the cleareſt light is the moſt 
guilty creature ? Muſt we not allow, that for fin, 
in the face of ſuch light as we have, we are more 
. guilty than the 08 who have no ſcripture 
inſtruction—no knowledge of a Saviour no 


means of grace and no deſcription from Gop's 


own revelation of the nature of a holy life and a 
holy reward? Muſt we not allow, that after 


Gop' $ ſpirit has warned us by che inſtrurenen 
; 8 
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ity of our conſciences, we are more guilty in ev- 
ery ſin committed, than before ſuch warning was 
given? If, in full information of truth and our 
own duty—of offered redemption through JEæsus 
CHRIS T- of his death, to ſnow the holineſs and love 

of GophEAp, we ſtill neglect, our mouths will be 
ſhut in ſelf-condemnation. This is the very cir- 
cumſtance, which in the plaineſt manner, ſhows 
the exceeding ſinfulneſs of a ſinful heart. Itis this, 

which at the laſt day, will, in the cleareſt manner 
prove, the unreaſonableneſs of fin, and the glo- 
rious wiſdom and righteouſneſs bf Gop in bein 
oppoſed to it. The moſt aggravated part of the 
condemnation will be, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkneſs rather than light. 

They acted not from miſtake, but according to 
the ſts of their hearts; and they ought to oP 
the fruit of that, which they choſe. 


zdly. Taz only reaſon, thoſe who have the 
means of information, do not come to this light, 
and derive ſaving benefit from it, is the corrup- 
tion of their own hearts, by which cauſe, they do 
not chooſe ſuch ſalvation as the goſpel offers. 
And men loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 
their deeds are evil. 

' Cyr1sT knew the human heart, better than 
any man, and he expreſsly aſſigns this as the 
cauſe. It is becauſe their deeds are evil ; becauſe 
there is ſomething wrong in them, that they do 
not {avingly rejoice in this light, and love ſuch 
a your and ſuch falvation with their whole 
hearts. Ty | 

Lx us be very candid on this ſubject. If no 
8 cauſe can be found, then every one muſt 
allow, that the cauſe aſſigned by Irsus ane 
is the true and great one. 
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„Aft. CTAN it is not for wait of infor- 
8 en, | 

Tu means and nature of this: falvation? are 
moſt clearly deſcribed. The temper; the affec- 
tions, the practice, the duties of religion, cannot 
be told more plainly than we find them to be, in 
the word of Gop. Religion is a holy love of 
God, with a correſpondent practice, in which 
there can be no myſtery. Men well enough 
know, what it is to love the creatures'and them- 
ſelves; and love fo Gop is like this, only turned 
to him and his holineſs as the object of affection. 
The cauſe, therefore, is not any myſte reger 
in the nature of de : 


2d. 1 THINK, allo, it is certain, we muſt have a 
doctrinal conviction that religion, in the long 
run of things, will be for our intereſt. No man 
ſeriouſly doubts this. — Though he may think it 
will militate againſt ſome worldly intereſt, which 
he wiſhes at preſent to preſerve ; till, he cannot 
but think it will be for his intereſt, in the long 
run of things and as he ſtands a candidate for an 
eternal exiſtence. Let theſe two things be grant- 
ed, that we have a doctrinal knowledge what re- 
ligion i is; alſo, a doctrinal conviction that it will 
be for our intereſt, to become ſavingly religious; 
I think no other cauſe remains to be aligned, but 
a difreliſh of heart to the ſalvation itſelf. —There 
is a want of love to ſuch ſalvation as we need to 
ſuch light as ſhines in the character of Ixsus 
CnRIs T, and in the holy character and law of 
God. Therefore: if men do not come favingly 
to this light, ſome evil in their deeds, and deeds 
always betray the heart, is the cauſe of their de- 
lay. If there be blame, i it falls on themſelves. 
I know the mighty power of God's Spirit is ne- 
ceſſary to ſave ſinners— to make them truly reli. 


— - — 
— * ES 2 
— 


2 
— 


, —. 
— pans = 
— - — Sage - of av, <0 — 
1 —— 5 2 ˖ — — mo - 
7 7 » 2 * N * =. 
* A 
4 wit; * on * 4 - 
_ * 1 — 4 — 
- — wm” a> — — * — . 
4 7 * L 
kc 


7 


— 
oat cs 
Cette 


FD es. 


% 


— —— 


— - — 
"FA 
r 
2 . rus; 


— 22 - 
— - 
= . 


140 Sinners under, &c. Serm. VIII. 

gious and bring them to JIꝝxsus; but it is an op- 

ſition of heart to the ſalvation itſelf, which 
makes the neceſſity. So that the reaſon men do 
not come ſavingly to this light, is becauſe their 
deeds are evil. They diſapprove ſo holy, fo 
pure, ſo Gop exalting, ſoul humbling a light as 
that which ſhines in the goſpel.—This is that 
guilty ſtate of human nature, which Jzsvs 
CnRlsr ſolemnly deſcribed in the words of our 
text. May the Lord, who is infinite in mercy 
and ſovereign in his goodneſs, have compaſſion 
on us all; and draw us by his power to the true 
light, that we may be ſaved from our ſins and 
malt forever bleſſed. AMEN. 


Wo 
ay 
8 % 


SERMON K. 


The connection between fin and miſery. MOTT: 


«ISAIAH Ivii. 21. 


THERE is no peace, ſaith my Go, to the mich 


HOSE who practiſe ſin are ſecking han. 

neſs. None love their own peace better, 
though they are going directly away from it. 
Among all deluſions, it is one of the greateſt, to 
hope ſin will end happily; yet, it appears that 


evil men act under the influence of ſuch. hope. 


In many caſes, they ſeem to expect, what they 
know to be impoſſible; and after a thouſand ex- 
periments which have ended miſerably, ruſh a- 


gain, with high expectations, into the ſame diſ- 


appalnaung ſcenes. 
Wx have the greateſt evidence, that ſinners, 


while they remain ſuch, cannot find a ſatisfying 


- happineſs. There is the word of a true and in- 
finite Gop, who created all things, gave a par- 
_ ticular nature to every object, and appointed the 


X 


laws by which all things material and intellectual 


exiſt, act, perceive and feel. All things are, — 
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The conneftion  Serm. IX. 
ever will be, in his hand. Wee have the evidence 
of experience that he is true; alſo, it may be 
inferred, from ſuch other perfections of an infi- 
nite nature, as he clearly poſſeſſes. If there were 
No evidence, beſide lus word, of the connection 
between {in and miſery, this would be ſufficient 
to conclude the point ; and every ſinner, ought 


to depend on being wretched, until his heart is 


changed. But in this caſe we have other evi- 


| dence. , We need not depend on abſtract ſpecu- 


lations, drawn from the nature of Gop; nor 
need we depend ſolely on his word, for nature 
with which we are acquainted, the laws of exiſt- 
ence under which we act and feel, and experi- 
ence which gains ſtrength every day, confirm 
the truth of revelation, that, there is no peace for 


the wicked. They have no preſent peace, and 


there is no foundation, in the exiſting nature of 
things, for them ever to obtain it. To becarnal- 
ly minded is death, or miſery. The death is begun 
it hath been felt by every ſinner, and muſt 
continue until fin is taken away. So that the 
unholy are, as much, acting againſt the appear- 
ances of nature and experience, as the be: againſt 
the word of God. This neceflary expoſure to 
unhappineſs, is not confined to ſuch as perpetrate 


the moſt atrocious crimes, nor to ſuch as give 


themſelves away to indecent appetites ; but i is 
common to ſinners of every deſcription. 
By the wicked, the text means all unholy per- 
ſons—all wko do not love Gop and his law—all 
who have not been delivered by ſanctifying grace, 
from their natural depravity. In the verſes be- 


fore the text, Gop deſcribes himſelf to be the 


giver : of all true peace. There is, alſo, a deſcrip- 
tion of thoſe, who are capable of receiving, and 
to whom it is given. Thus ſaith the high and lofty 

ene that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is holy, 1 
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dwell in the high and holy place ; with n a Ja that that - 

is of a humble and contrite fpirit, to revive the ſpirit of 
the humble and to revive the heart of the contrite 
nes. For the iniquity of his  covetouſneſs, was I 
wroth and ſmote him. — Ie went on frowardly in the . 
way of his heart. I have | ſeen his ways, and will 
heal him : Twill lead him alſo and reftorg comforts to 
him, and his mourners. I create the fruit of the lips; 5 
peace, peace to him that is far off and to bim'that is 
near, faith the Lord, and I will heal him. It is the 


humble and contrite heart, that is healed by Gopz 


and receiveth happineſs. Then immediately fol- 
lows a deſcription of ſinners.— But the wicked are 
like the troubled ſea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe v. 


ters caſt up mire and dirt. There is uo Peace, Jah 
my God, tothe wicked. 


TE image is both forcible and juſt. As the 


pullution of the turbulent ſea, is — up by its 
own waters, and comes from its own bottom; 
ſo the ſinner's want of peace, and his miſery comes 
from the ſtate of his heart. I will illuſtrate the 
tollowing truth. 3 M ; 


- THERE is a neceſſary connection between fin | 


and miſery, ſo that all unholy minds fall ſhort of 
the happineſs they ſeek, and plunge: Py 
into eternal miſery. 

| By neceſſary connection, I mean a certaint 
| from the condition of things, and thoſe natural 
laws under which they exiſt and act. To have 


it otherwiſe, another conſtitution muſt be given, 


to intellectual moral and material exiſtence; 
which is perhaps impoſſible, and certainly not 
beſt. None can expect the certainty of a con- 
nection between ſin and miſery, to be made 
plainer, than it is told in the word of Gop; but 
it may be uſeful to inform the ſinner, that all 


nature around him, and his own l if 
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— . | | 7 5 Oe 
he would obſerve it, conſpire with the ſcriptures, 
to warn him of his forlorn caſe, and urge a ſpeedy 
repentance, leſt the day of grace fail, and he fall 
under the wrath, from which there is no deliv- 
erance. - We may go through the univerſe, and 
every thing ſhowsthe certain miſery of ſinners, and 


that there-is no continuing peace to the wicked. 


1. LE me begin by appealing to the ſinner's 


own feelings, and inquire of him, whether he 


hath ever found the peace and happineſs which he 
ſought. He may ſay, he hath found ſome happineſs. 
This I will grant, and ſhall afterwards ſhow, that 
it doth not militate againſt the truth I am urging. 
Can any finner ſay he hath found contentment— 
found a fatisfying portion, with which his heart 
was placed at reſt, fo that he wiſhed nothing 


more, than a continued enjoyment of his attained 


good. The unholy perſon hopes to do it, in his 
own way; but whether he hopes, and whether 
he hath obtained, are two queſtions. He hath 
been, and ſtill continues hoping vainly, and the 
continued diſappointment is miſery. 

LET us for a moment, ſuppoſe a thing which 
cannot be. That it was lawful, and no divine 
anger would rife againſt the attempt to put him- 


ſelf and the creatures, in the place of Gop, and 


love them ſupremely. This he hath done in the 
face of a divine threatening ; but we will ſuppoſe 
the threatening taken away, and no fear of an 


_ offended Gop. Does he find in himſelf a fund 
 offenjoyment ? After he hath loved himſelf as he 


ought to love Gop, doth he find his own nature 
or any thing in himſelf, an object commenſurate 
to his defires. With his whole ſelf for a portion, 
doth he not find an emptineſs, a want, a diſtreſſ. 
ing thirſt for ſomething more ? Suppoſe, that 
with ſuch a nature and mind as he hath, he were 
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placed at an infinite diſtance from all other ob- 
jects, to contemplate, to know, to enjoy himſelf” 
without moleſtation; his ſolitude from other ob- 
jects, and confinement | to ſelf-companionſhip,” 
would be a hell to him. A creature, who is the 
Gop of his own affeQtions, if the caſe hath been 
ſtated truly, in himſelf, hath a | miſerable” idol. 
The mind of man was formed by the all-wiſe 
creator to be happified by the love of meet and 
glorious objects without itſelf. There is no pro- 
portion, between the whole quantity and excel- 
lence of a created mind, and its powers of loving 
and deſiring. No object, leſs than infinite, can 
ſatisfy the heart of a finite creature. This con- 
finement of the affections to himſelf muſt there - 
fore entail miſery on the depraved mind. 


; 2dly. Ir we take in all the creatures as objects 
of enjoyment, theſe alſo are inſufficient to ſatisfy, : 
and the unhappineſs remains. King Solomon 
made the experiment, ſo far as can be done with 
the greateſt advantages, and as the nature of the 
creatures admits, and having made it, wrote the 

_ univerſal motto, Vanity of. vanities, all is vanity, 
Men often look forward in expeQancy, to certain 


bounds of obtainment, and promiſe themſelves, 


with theſe to be happy. Indeed, this deluſion is 
the ſinner's happineſs, and when it ceaſes his hap- 
pineſs will ceaſe with it, and deſpair take the place 
of all his expectations. He thinks, if he could at- 
tain to ſuch a point of honor, wealth, or means 
of ſenſual gratification, he might have peace, and 
ſay to himſelf, as the fool recorded in revelation, 
Soul, thou haſt much goods laid up for many years, 


take thine eaſe, eat, drink and be merry. But the 


finner, who ſaid this, had not attained contents 


ry 


ment, for his barns were {till to be pulled donn, 
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and larger ones built. Before this was done, his 
naked foul was called away from the whole. 80 
it ever is. Life is not long enough to obtain 
happineſs in the creatures, and if it were an eter- 
nity, the difficulty would not be removed. There 
is nothing in the nature of the creatures, to ſat- 
isfy that ſenſe of want and emptineſs, which pur- 
ſues the ſoul after it is alienated from Gobp. 
Therefore, we find by experience, the world can- 
not take away the miſery of an unholy heart. 
Something is ſtill wanted. There is no content- 
ment—ſome unſatisfied wiſh, 'and generally a 
thouſand of them remain. Something is feared ;. 
and if not of men, there is a dread of Gov, a 
dread of futurity and another world. If power 
be given to the graſping mind, beyond certain 
limits, perſonal ability to act ceaſes, and others 
| muſt execute. Here jealouſy ariſes, ſo that the 
thirſt for power, and the fuppoſed poſſeſſion of 
it, become a ſcourge, If riches become im- 
menſe, the care of watching them is ſtill more 
immenſe, and a great evil. There is nothing in 
all theſe things to remove the want and miſery 
of a ſinful heart. Nature itſelf forbids an 'intel- 
gent ſpirit to be made happy by the creatures of- 
this world. The ſinner is alienated from his 
. Gov, and his affections are terminated on himſelf. 
As this is not an object to ſatisfy, his luſts rove a- 
broad among the other creatures, thinking thence 
to ſupply the want. Theſe, beyond the ſupply of 
natural wants, are empty alſo, and the tranſgreſ- 
ſor remains miſerable. He, who might be hap- 
 "Þy by giving back his heart to God, and by con- 
tentment. with ſo much of the world as would 
fupply the real wants of his nature, is daily ſuffer- 
ing the death of miſery that follows a carnal 
wind. The penalty of the law hath taken hold 
of him, and in many reſpects he feels the begin- 
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ning of eternal death. Every unſatisfied ſinner | 
is a living witneſs of Jerovan's truth, when he 
N oats In the day oe eateft hg: thou ſat WP , 


-gdly. A GUILTY conſcience i is ; the 8 990 
ſequence of ſin, and becomes a fruitful ſource of 
_ miſery. - There muſt be an inward ſtruggle, be. 
tween the affections of the heart which are depra- 
ved, and reaſon and conſcience, which forbid ſin. : 
Evil men have evidence of truth and duty they 
feel a natural conviction of what is right ho 

they ought to treat Gop and his commandments, 
and of the divine authority over them. The 
word and providence of Gop is continually re- 
minding them of their duty, and their obligation | 
to 8 Their hearts refiſt this information, 
and go abreaſt to the rational judgment. A con- 
flict is raiſed in the mind, ſo that the man is di- 
vided againſt himſelf; His heart againſt his rea- 
ſon and conſcience, which muſt be a flate 'of 


wretchedneſs. This unhappineſs of a guilty con- 
ſcience is often great in this world, and we have _ 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, that in another it will be the 


nawing worm that never dies. By a guilty con- | 
ſcience the ſinner becomes an accuſer, a judge, 
and an executioner to himſelf. He forms the 
charge, is the witneſs, and 1s unable to | plead not 
guilty, This part of his puniſhment is inbred, 


and muſt be coeval with his exiſtence, unleſs = 
| moved by the ſandtifying grace of Gov. The | 


of a man may ſuftain his infirmities ; but @ 

wounded ſpirit 20ho can bear? An innocent ſufferer 

feels a fortitude to endure, and his conſcious in- 

12 him a ſtrength almoſt above mortal. 

The gui Ity are deprived of all natural fortitude, 
and ſink in deſpair under the weight of their 

uretchedneſs. No * is poſſible either ws | 
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an injured God, or from themſelves ; and after 
the preſent day of grace is paſſed, there will be 
no alternative of peace, and all the pain of being 
conſcious ſinners muſt be endured. 

- FoxTHER, ſundry of the ſinful paſſions include 
pain in their very exerciſe. This is the caſe with 
impatience, fretfulneſs, anger, malice, hatred, and 
ſundry other wicked affections of the heart. o 
hate or to be impatient is to be he and 


3 muſt thus remain. 


Alſo, the diſappointment « ſinners, t wry 
them unhappy. . So long as Gap reigns, the de- 
vices, of the wicked ſhall fail, and their pride be 
confounded, ſo that ' they cannot attain their de- 
fires. We all know the pain of diſappointment: 
When the ſinner is brought to his final puniſh- 
ment, the pain of Aappoingmeat 12 be ex- 
as N 0 . 


Zaly Tas ſocial nature and ee are an 
inlet of great peace, or of an aggravated miſery. 

THe ſinful, can have no peace inthe ſocial re- 
lations and affections, after all reſtraint is taken 
off from their evil hearts. To anſwer the preſ- 
ent purpoſes of redeeming wiſdom there are ma- 
ny reſtraints on the unholy. Acting from ſelfiſh 
principles they now form ſome alliances, which 
have a degree of peace, and ſome hours of har- 
mony. But let ſinners be removed to a condi. 
tion of exiſting, which doth not admit of alliances 
formed on, ſelfiſh motives, and there will be a to- 
cal end of harmony. All will be cricerds ow 
- fition, enmity, and mutual injury., + 


_ +.Trx prelent miniſtration of ſinners to their 
mutual comfort, ariſes from the ſingular nature 


of the ſtate in which Gop hath placed us, and 
not from any natural tendency in ſinful affections 
to unite and do good. 1 Let wicked ſouls. be.ta- 


er =. 
. Soc theſe bodies, and from this*worldly = 
ſtate, in which they can be mutually advanta- 
geous, and placed in a condition where they have 
no perſonal benefit to expect; there will be no 
friendſhip, no mutual aid no comforting expreſs _ 
ſions of benevolence. We may learn this from 
the events of time. The union of the wicked is 
ſhort. Self. intereſt unites them, excites their zeal; 
their proteſtations of fidelity and love; and in 
the revolution of events, ſelf-intereſt agaĩm ſepa- 
rates and fills them with enmity; even to a thirſt - 
" of blood. We need no other proof, how unholy . 
5 minds are united. The apoſtle James gives us 
this idea, when he ſays, From whente come wars 
and fightings among you ? Come they not hence, even 
of your luſts. Te luft, and have not: ye kill, and 
defire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and wat, 
yet ye have not. That the wicked' can have no 
peace, in ſocial relations and affections, after all 
reſtraint is taken off from their hearts, f 18 widens | 
ced 20 the ee of eee e 1 "x Fr "tl 
Athly. Tus wicked” are. nad mile le by ; 
thei knowledge of God's true character. 5 
Tux may be pleaſed with him; thro? a miſs 25 
conception of what his character really is. They 3 
may think him ſuch an one as themſelves; that — _ 
he will approve the things they love; protect | 
and bleſs them abundantly in all the deſigns of 
their hearts, ſo that through his providence they 
expect to riſe higher, than they could by any 
other means. — But all theſe pleaſing contempla- 
tions ariſe from a falſe opinion of his nature nag 
will. A ſight of his true character, always makes * 
the wicked miſerable; for it diſcovers him op- Br 
. poſed to their whole temper, their defires, their 
actions, and the objects of their loyve.—Gop'pres* 


ſeribes one rule of right, one object of chief affee · 
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tion; the evil heart another. A direct oppoſi- 
tion ariſes to the divine character, and every at- 
tribute of his nature is dreaded. Even his good- 
neſs is diſliked, for having an object different 


from the ſinner's wiſhes.—His juſtice and right- 


eouſneſs are dreaded.— His knowledge and pow- 


er inſure ſucceſs to a government, conducted on 


principles, which are diſapproved by the heart— 


His immutability makes it certain, that his gov- 


ernment and purpoſes will always be the ſame.— 
Thus every divine attribute is feared. The cer- 
tainty of being always under the control of an in- 
finite being, who is diſliked ; the certainty of his 
diſpleaſure, and of perpetual diſappointment, will 
fix the ſoul in deep deſpair. This character of 


 Gop is now ſet before the unholy, both by natu- 


ral and revealed evidence. The evidence will be 
forever increaſing, and the point of oppoſition 
between a holy Gop and wicked creatures com- 
ing into more diftin& view; a view glorious for 
him, and confounding to them. I might go 
much farther, in deſcribing the miſery of wicked 


minds, which neceſſarily ariſes from the conſtruc- 


tion and laws of created exiſtence, as they are, at 


| rent, brought to our nene by Pence. 


Fthly. To place the matter beyond all doubt, 
Go hath affured us there is no peace to the 


wicked; and that the connection between ſin 
and miſery which nom ae, ſhall continue 


forever. 
H who created and upholds the pt = 


de miſtaken. How preſumptuous! How un- 
founded in refpe& of probability, and how much 
without excuſe, is the hope of the wicked to 

proſper in fin. The word of infinite truth for- 
bids che thing ; and when we ſec MRO | 


Knows his own purpoſes, can neither deceive nor Fo, 


* 


2 g * 
2 8 2 oy 
> miſery. 


* 


pared to fulfil this word, and actually doing it 


every moment, the deluſion appears like mad- 
neſs. The wicked in heart, may turn to their 
own experience in felt-enjoyment, and in an en. 
yment of the creatures; to their own experience 
in the ſocial relations; to their oun knowledge 
of Gop, and find a confirmation of ſacred truth, 
that a fearſul puniſhment is prepared for all'who- 
diſobey. There is every reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
as the divine government progrefles, new ſources 
of ſorrow to the finful will be opened. The 
ſcripture plainly intimates one which I have not 
yet mentioned. By an immediate act of divine 
power, Gop will impreſs a ſenſe of his _— 


ure on the guilty. It will be a n COD 
Fall into wy hands Ws the living Gop. . 


10 all this, the wicked may objatts that Fo 
'X bare found ſome happineſs in the 8 and 
| reer of ſin, and therefore the p hr fey. 
| nts do not abſolutely Rs ches ſ 
Lr us attend to the kind of happineſs ane 
may now have, and why it Is fam nes: co BY; a hol 
Gov, for a ſhort ſeaſon. ' 
Tux greateſt part of their happineſs: is in hope 
or expectation, and not the peace of enjoying a 
preſent good. Their expectations are contrary 
to nature, and the fulfilment of them impoſſible. 
Their happineſs therefore, is all a deluſion, and 
muſt ceaſe in the light of eternity. GoD now 
ſuffers it, that the blinding, deceiving nature f 
fin in the heart may appear; but it will hw eons 8 | 
tinue in the world of retribution.1 „ 
ITxxx unholy do alſo enjoy worldly hoppnaſh, „„ 
3 they are fed, have animal pleaſure, the waters of 
a full cup are often poured out to them, they en 
joy ſinful objects, and ſport themſelves with their 
oun deceivings. Infinite wiſdom bath N 
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for Tn d this. If the condition of ſinners 


did not admit happineſs of this nature, the world 
would not be fitted for the ingatheringof CHRISTEL 
church, as infinite wiſdom deſigned it ſhould be. 


We have before ſhown, that in all this, there is no 


enjoyment which amounts to true peace of mind. 
It is not a happineſs from moral qualities of the | 


5 heart, delighting in excellent objects; but ſolely 


from the particular ſtructure of chings, in this 


5 tranſitory world, and when taken from it, their 


quiet will ceaſe. .; When divine long-ſuffering 


hath ended, other ſcenes will commence; and the 


divine prediction have a eomplete ne, there \ 
ig. 40 s to the wicked. 


11. s ſubject b us, „how much the word 
þ God is confirmed, by the eſtabliſhed laws of 


nature. In the preſent day, many either really 


do or affect to diſbelieve the holy ſcriptures. 
Some ſpeak of them with great levity; and many 
diſobey in the moſt careleſs manner. They eſpe- 
cially try to reject the repreſentations of miſery 
that is coming on ſin. Such perſons are ſtrangely 
deluded. Their eyes are as much ſhut on nature, 
as on the word of Gop, and they de not know 
what a taſk they have taken on themſelves in at- 


teipting to overturn revelation. To do it, they 


guſt firſt overturn nature itſelf, , that is, the eſ- 
tabliſhed laws under which minds exiſt, act, and 


are acted upon, in the intelligent univerſe. Ma- 


ny doctrines of Gop's word are proved by reaſon 


1155 5 experience. If the holy ſcriptures, contain 


ed a ſcheme of truth, which appeared, in all re. 
ſpects, unfounded in nature and experience, it 
would be a hard thing to prove their certainty; 
but this i is not the caſe. Nature and experience 
gnfirm the being of a Gon—they confirm many 
things congerning his character, which the ſerip 


— 


n TI „„ . 


tures teach they ſhow us the fitneſs of t . 
law the tendency of a virtuous temper and 
practice to produce happineſs, and of fin to pro. 
duce miſery. They teach us a cormeCtion be- 
tween ſin and miſery. When we read divine 
threatenings againſt fin, and then look on the 
human mind and a ſocial ſtate, and behold a nat. 
ural preparation to fulfil theſe threatenings; it 
muſt be a great evidence of truth, Thoſe, who 
feel a fixed unholineſs of heart, and a rifing ops 
ofition to the doctrines of 1 are hopin 
for ſafety againſt all probability. If they will 
Arlt overturn the preparation in nature to Rn] 
iſh them; we will then give the ſeriptures up = 
- their rage. If the > Av makethe creatures ſatisfy 
ing to ihe ſoul; if they will make the ſelfiſſid throne 
of the heart ah with ſocial happineſs, at 
_ deſtroy its tendeney to miſery ; if he will con 
vince us a” fight of Gop's true character, m 
give peace to an unholy heart, there will be fon: 
room for them to contend with the' ſcriptures of 
Gop. Until theſe things can be done, tho h 
all written threatenings were deſtroyed,” the 
danger of miſery i is not removed, nor dun baude 1 
in any degree taken away. ad 
Sojx great truths of revelation. will tice dmiy- 
natural evidence of their certainty. | Such, are 
the way and means of ſalvation by Ixsus CAST, 
and for evidence of their eertainty, we muſt de. 
pend wholly on the revealed word. Other trutis 
do admit a natural evidence from reaſon and ex. 
perience ; ſuch, as the connection between ſir 
and miſery. 8 When we find reaſon, experience 
and revelation, perfeRly harmonious, concerning 
alk truth which admits both kinds of evidence; 
we may thence determine, that revelation ma 
bs rely. traſted. in aft things wide E 22 | 


_ 


by 1 
N 


if 'T54 The cunnection erm. IX. 
wy other kind of evidence. A creature muſt be 2 
0 indeed to reject their united teſtimony. - 5 
N. adiy- Tux natural connection between ſin and 
„ miſery, ſhows the folly of men, in hoping ſo fa- 
1 vorably of their ſtate, while deſtitute of evidence, 
chat the reizning rener of wok in their hearts is 
WG: Law and goſpel hirmonine! in the foe hene 
. of holineſs. ' What-avails a goſpel to ſuch hearts 
1 as are oppoſed to the goſpel ſpirit? If miſery 
1 muſt be connected with ſin, — avails a goſpel 
N to thoſe, who are as much under the power of 
11 ſin, as they ever were ? It follows, that they are 
11 as much under the power of miſery as they ever 
1 were; and have no releaſe from the curſe. So 
11 | long, as fin reigns in the heart, the curſe will 
1 reign over the whole man. So long, as ſin is 
1 ſupremely loved, the penelty! is in execution, tho? 
7 not to the extreme degree, it n be after a day 
W 3 of grace is ended. 
1 Turn is a claſs of perſons who! Velieve the 
Fi: | ſcripture—owho' believe that impenitent ſin will 
1 be puniſhed—who alſo confeſs they have no rea- 
Wiz" ſon to think their own hearts changed; and ſtill - 
FM they are in perfect ſecurity. Ir equeſt ſuch to 
1.58 look on their own conduct. to . — and mark 
l ir well, and ſay if it be not ſtrange. A rational 
10 creature, with knowledge of his. danger, a dan- 
1 ger for eternity, and ES not taking a ſingle ſtep 
Tt; dio eſcape it. Living without any anxiety, with- 
i 111 out prayer, and ſpending in uſeleſs amuſement 
2: the only time, which was given for preparation. 
[ 10 ö All chis is done, againſt the admonition of Gop 
141 uin his word, and in full knowledge of the miſe - 
104 Table end to which ſin is coming, and even under 
3 l the beginning execution of the penalty, for ſuch _ 
| | | are all the ** and diſtrefſes of the inner s life. 
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come to an unhappy end without warning. 


draw us to the blood of en Top ann 


By this ſecurity the cally of ſinis proved, beyond 


what we could . poſſible if we did dr 
The it. 8 8 
3 3 ery a fall under n 
ment will not be able to plead, that they — 
| 2 oF 13 
Gop hath warned them in his word, in his 
Jaw and in his goſpel. He warns them every 
day of life. All the miſerable fruits of fin in this 
world—all our pains of body and .mind—all dif 


ſatisfaction of the keart in its preſent. worldly at- 
tainments—all the ſtings of conſcience —all the 


painful feelings of ſinful paſſion—all the mutual 
enmities; and hatred of wicked men —all the 
dread of Gop's preſence—all theſe are warnings 
that the wages of fin is death. With what 16. 
morſe and felf-condemnation. muſt the mind look | 
back, on its preſent blindneſs and ſecurity,+ 


This conviction will ſtop the mouth, though. i * 
Will neither change the heart, nor remove its 


pains. May the view we have taken of the nat- 
ural connection between fin and - miſery, | excite 
us to repentance and to feek deliverance from 
our own unholineſs. Let us bleſs Gop for a way 
of eſcape opened in the goſpel, and pray for his 

Spirit to accompany the means of grace, and to 
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SERMON X. 


Regeneration. 


— 


JOHN i. 13. 


Waicts were born, not of blood, nor of the will 1 7 
Le, nor of the will of man, but of Gon. 


Ir man, by nature, be wholly depraved;: —_ 85 
unlike to Gop, it is neceſſary he ſhould be 
changed, before his ſalvation and bleſſedneſs in 
the divine preſence is poſſible. There muſt be 
a moral conformity of temper. for the happineſs h 
of communion. The want 'of this co 


makes finful creatures oppoſed to Gop $ pleas DS 
ure, repine againſt his government, and ſeek 


their own happineſs in ſuch a way as his ſoul ha- 
teth. This is the real caſe with 2 and even 
with ſeeking ſinners before their hearts are re- 


newed. The ſalvation which they ſeek is not | 


the ſame ſalvation, which the e offers, and 


the heaven they deſire, is eſſentially different from 


the glorious life of communion enjoyed by the 


Saviour and his people. The two doQines, c 


man's total depravity, and the need of regenera- 
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tion for eternal life, ſtand or fall together. I. 


sus CHRIST W taught both of them, and 


an their truth depends the need of his incarna. 
tion and atonement. 

Tux docti ine of regeneration is much Na 
ed in a ſinful world, and among thoſe who con- 
feſs it, many endeavour to explain away tlie ſpir- 
ituality and greatneſs of the 5 my One rea · 
ſon of their oppoſition is, that the need of regen- 
eration, implics the natural and total wickedneſs 
of the heart ; a charge which they are unwilling 
to own, and a condemnation to which they do 
not intend to ſubmit. Another reaſon of oppoſi · 
tion and doubt, is ignorance of their own hearts. 
Conſcience is aſleep, reaſon is blinded b 
ute, worldly intereſts and ſenſual pleaſures po leſs 
all their thoughts, and they very little conſider. 


| Gop, their own character, or eternity. In this 


ſtate they feel no diſeaſe, and therefore no need 
of a change; no guilt, and therefore no need of 
forgiveneſs; no ſenſe of moral obligation, and 
therefore no fear of Gop's anger. When the 
Holy Spirit comes to convince ſinners, they have 
new apprehenſions on theſe ſubjects; and tho” 
conviction of ſin doth not imply holineſs or anew 
heart, they are made ſenſible of a threateni 
law, and an angry Gop. Alſo, though they have, 
no juſt idea of the gracious exerciſes and peace 
which follow regeneration, they ſtill ſuppoſe there 


: muſt be ſome change, before 1 can be 9 


Wr are told in the verſe before 15 text, that | 
al many as received CHxlsr, to them gave he power - 
#6 become the ſont of Gov, even to them that believe on 
bir name. The text, which follows, deſcribes. theſe 
7 85 ot 15 the change of their hearts. Which were. 
barn. fat of blood, nor Fo will of the fleſh, nor . 
the will of e of CoD. This teaches us, 


| Regeneration. 1 159 
that none but regenerated — Fate received ä 
CHRIstr and become the ſons of Gop, ſo as to 
- receive eternal life. All others are expoſed tothe 
. curſe of the law and wholly unprepared for 
death. Their anxiety for ſalvation, if they have 
had any, their uſe of means, their doctrinal belief, 
and every other poſſible attainment ſhort of 4 
new and holy heart, has left them in the miſera- 
ble ſtate of unpardoned ſinners. The heart of 
man cannot be brought into conformity to Gor 
by any pains uſed, or any means ſhort of a ſpix- 
itual renovation. Fear and other cauſes: which 
may check the exceſs and ſenſible out-breaki 
of fin, do not change the temper of the ſoul. 
Trix Holy Spirit is the great and dial 
agent in renewing. the heart, and without his 


work in applying, deliverance is impoſſible. 
Therefore JESUS CHRIST repreſented, fin againſt - 
the Holy Ghoſt, as the moſt dangerous of all ſins. 
And it becomes thoſe who: think lightly. of the 
Spirit's work in redeeming. men, to examine the 
ſubjeR, leſt they fall under * . of e 
donable fin. | 1 will 15 e 
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the 8 888 of God, and are evidence of the change, 
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1272 Regeneratim. erm. T. 
DovprTxss it is thoſe who are convinced of 
ing and in their own apprehenſion flain by the 
law. I am ſenſible it doth not become us to limit 
the gracious power of Gop, and poſitively to ſay, 
He never changed the heart of a perſon in deep 
Tecurit ory 3 but ſtill we have no right to think it is 
the caſe. Such an opinion is not encouraged ei- 
ther by ſcripture or experience; alſo it is dan. 
gerous to entertain it; and has a tendency 'to 
fear the conſcience | and fink unholy men into 
deep ſtupidity and the worſt of crime. 
SINNERS feel no motives but fear and a love of 
themſelves, to ſeek religious inſtruction, and if 
* on the teſtimony of others they ſuppoſe a change 
of their hearts to be neceſſary; ſtill, if they think 
"th6ſe who are in a ſtate of ſecurity to be probable 
fubjects of Gop's renewing power, they will neg- - 
fe all means to obtain religious inſtruction 
to difeover their own fin and guillt. 
NI THER does there ſeem to be a preparation 
for the exerciſe of grace by the renewed: heart, 
Which hath been previouſly inſenſible of fin, of 
guilt, of enmity againſt Gop and his law. — Such 
a mind would ſee, neither the wonderful love, 
nor ſovereign grace of Gop in ſanctifying and 
forgiving, nor the bitter oppoſition there was in 
the heart before its change, nor be ſenſible of the 
diametrical oppoſition there is between ſin and 
holineſs, in their nature, deſires, and end of ace 
tion. CIS r tells us it is ſinners, doubtleſs 
meaning, anxious, convinced ſinners, whom: he 
pals to repentance—that it is the fick who need the 
phyſician. The apoſtle ſays, The law is a ſchool 
5 —. 5 to bring us to CHRIST. That ut the 
Jaw men think themſelves alive, or whole, and 
*know one uſe of the law is to convince of fin 
1 heart and life, and make us very concerned or 
deliverance. | 
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\ TrznzroRe, we have no reaſon, to expect 
that ſecure ſinners, who give themſelves no 


trouble about ſin, eſcaping it, and the ſalvation 


b 


\ 


of a ſinful heart, as | TRY Ee 
many, who will yet allow they have committed 


of their ſouls, will be renewed by the Spirit of 
Go while they are in this ſtate. Should it hap- 
pen it would be a ſtrange thing, and the ſubſer- 
viency of one part of perſonal experience to a». 
nother, would be loſt. Nor have we reaſon to 
expect any will be changed, who are inſenſible 
| heart appears to. be the caſe with 


viſible tranſgreſſions.—Such ſecure perſons are 
eminently in the broad road to ruin. They are 
Not earneſtly attempting any thing for their own 
falvation ; nor is there any intimation that G 
ever deſigns to fave them. If we ſaw them 


+ 


awakened by his action on their conſciences, 


though their hearts are enmity againſt him we 


might hope, that by his mighty power their hearts 
would yet be. changed, and that he is preparing 


the way for a rich diſplay of his power ; as, 


he who awakens can allo renew, The ſecurity 
of ſuch perſons chills our hope for them. — They 
are blind, and know it not; in peril, and fear it 
not; and Gop is leaving them in . ignorance of 


their diſeaſe and death. This deep ſecurity con- 


cerning perſonal ſalvation, and this ignorance of 


a heart naturally eſtranged from God, are 
' moſt dark omens concerning the perſons, places 


and times in which they. happen ; for when the 
Bpirit of Gop in his convincing and ſanctifying n 
operations is withdrawn, the doctrines and inſti- 


tutions of the goſpel will have no ſaying effect. 


IuxRE cannot be religion without feeling, 
deep feeling, and ſuch feeling as makes every 
thing in this world appear ſmall in compariſen 
With e e, Therefore CHR 
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directs us to Watch and pray, to ſirive and: 


nize that we may enter into the kingdom 
heaven. Thoſe perſons are building on a ſandy 
foundation, who ſuppoſe, if they keep themſelves 


free from viſible crimes, and live what is com- 
monly called a moral life, their ſtate is ſafe e- 
nough, without any anxiety concerning another 


world. It is true that all who have the goſpel - 
merality are ſafe, for this is the fame as evangel- 


ical holineſs, and includes, faith, repentance, a 


love of Gop, mourning for fin, ſelf-denial. and 
watching againſt the motions of ſin, much exam- 
ination of the heart and prayer to God for his 


aſſiſtance. If this be meant by a moral life, it is 


through the grace of God connected with falva- 
tion. Every thing ſhort of this may be found in 


thoſe, who fave not been taught their own miſ- 
erable ſtate and though men cannot accuſe them 
of crimes, they are in a ſecure ignorance of Gon, 


their own ſtate, and eternity. Neither is there 
any proſpect, of their ever becoming the ſubje&s 


of a gracious regeneration, until they are in a- 
nother manner convinced of fin and miſery, and 
the danger of enduring the wrath to come. An 


effectual conviction, of theſe truths, will make 
people ſerious and temperate, and it is eaſy to 


diſcover the deep inquiry of their minds, What 


ſhall we do to be ſaved. 


In the conviction of ſin, which aſually precedes 


à gracious change of heart, the ſinner is made 
5 Ueeply ſenſible of the following things. 5 


Gop's diſpleaſure againſt fin of every Kind, 


144 of heart and life, of omiſſion and Lois 
ion, and that his anger reſts on thoſe who are 
not forgiven; ſo, that it is ſtrange they are not 


conſumed by his puniſhment, _ The reality of the 
divine law, and its penalty, together with the 
certain danger of fin ; and under a ſenſe * this 


/ 


. 


r 12 
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3 he is s at bis on life of ſecurity, 
and wonders how he made himſelf ealy, when, ſo 
often told of his expoſed ſtate. 

* Hz ſees a life full of ſins, of which he rs 


ly had no ſuſpicion. The ſecurity for which he 


uſed to juſtify himſelf—his contemptuous' neg. 
le& of Gop—his prayerleſs life—kis injurious 
reflections on.thoſe who were anxious for ſalva- 
tion—his miſimprovement of time his profaning 
the holy ſabbath and negle& of Gop's word, an 
now A heavy burden on his conſcience... | 
Hs is allo led to look within, and find an ak; 
ward fountain of tranſgreſſion. Sinfulneſs of 
heart, before this, was a hearſay thing to him; 
but now he finds, a heart that is hard, and a will 
unbroken. He ſees thoſe inward luſts; which 
like a fountain flow forth in ſtreams of tranſgreſ- 
ſion. When crouded by the terrors of the law, 


he finds enmity againſt the commandment and 
Gov who. $992 it, and though he dare not con- 


temptuouſly avow ſuch feelings, a conſciouſneſs 
of them, convinces him of the depravity of his 
heart. A rational conviction of the ſin in his 


heart, of divine juſtice, and the certain penalty off 
the law, aſſure him that his ſtate is deplorable. 


He now feels à truth which was never realized 


by him before, which is, that he ſhall remain 2 
F ke! miſerable, and under the curſe of the law, 


if Goo doth not deliver him by his own mi hty | 
power. Once he ſuppoſed it was an eaſy thing 


to become religious indeed, fo as to attain a con- 
ſciouſneſs of pardon; now, it appears to him a 


thing impoſſible without help from Gop, which i 
he bas no right to claim. He finds an oppoſing 


will and hard heart, to be the unmanageable en- 


emies of his falvation, which none but Gop can 


ahne, and Wan 8 in Ne e * 
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ſpair in hitnſelf takes place, before he "as any de. 
light in the truth. © 
| 171 is uſual for God, fo rrddiies this convifton: 
9 fin, and ſelf-deſpair, before he graciouſly ehan- 
es the heart. There is a fitneſs the creature 
eule know his own ſpiritual impotency and 
guilt in the divine ſight, before he receives mercy. 
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| Bur though I have urged the need of theſe. 
| convidtions, i in order. to ſhow ſecute men, there 
is no probability of their receiving divine grace, 
in the preſent condition of their minds; it is 
proper for me to caution all, againſt expecting 
their inquiries, convictions and duties will renew 
their hearts. 5 
Tau holineſs, flowing out in che akecien 1 
faith and repentance, is a fruit of renewing pow 
| er—a fruit of the ſpirit's ſanctifying operation in 
the heart. On the one hand, it is dangerous to 
deny the need and uſe of theſe convidtions; ſo, 
on the other, it is a dangerous error to ſuppoſe 
the inquiring, convinced ſinner is gradually be- 
coming holy, and in a flow manner acquiring a 
moral conformity to Gop ; or that his rei 
temper, is not as fixedly oppoſed to holineſs 4 | 
it ever was in any period of his life. It is true, 
that the out- breakings of a ſinful heart, may not 
be ſo viſible to mankind; but why is it ſo? Only 
through the reſtraint of fear. fi this caſe, the: 
ſinner himſelf, when convinced, will allow his 
heart to be growing in hardneſs. It is alſo true, 
that his caſe appears more hopeful to all pious- 
| beholders, who are acquainted with Gop's uſual 
manner of recovering ſinners, but why is it more 
| hopeful? Not becauſe his terrors, convictions, 
and efforts for deliverance make him more wor- 
thy of mercy ; for in all theſe efforts, he has been 
1 by unholy motives. N ot becauſe theſe 
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things have begot a nal particle of Holine ö 
made one begin to grow which was natural in 
the heart. They have not begotten à ſmall par- 

ticle of huolineſs; nor is there any one natural in 
the fallen Dear. Grace or holineſs, when bes* 
gotten in the heart by the ſpirit of Gop, is a thing 
entirely new; a thing of which there was no de- 
gree, or to which there was any likeneſs, before 
4 divine renovation. The ſuperior hopefulneſs 
of the ſinner's ſituation, ariſes entirely, from the 
tendency of inquiry and conviction to bring 
the mind into ſuch a ſtate, as Gop chooſes guilty* 
creatures ſhould feel themfelves to bein, before he 
in ſovereignty grants renewing grace. He reno- 
vates, of his own good pleaſure, and acts by mo- | 

tives drawn from within himſelf, and from che 5 
nature of his Wo deren a 5 


This . of infinite wildem in the; pos 8 
reſs. of this work, is to teach the guilty creature 
te is a ſinner, which he never teelingly appre. 
hended before; to ſhow him his impotency, _ 
he has a heart guilty, oppoſed to Go 
which he cannot change. That the impo aldi 
of changing his own heart ariſes from the ſtub- 
bornneſs of his will, or the exceſs of ſin that is | 
in him; and alfo to prepare him for the exerciſe 1 


of holy N when Va is wh nou wr to ug 
N 


5 by of” * j 4 . x . 


"Wax public teachers or private clriſtining; 
are called to inſtruct anxious ſouls, it is a matter 
of great importance, to teach them the danger of 
relapſing into ſecurity, by which their delive«/ 
rance, will be rendered improbable ; alſo, to af. 
fure them there is no holineſs and compliance 
with the goſpel, and that they are not becoming 


more worthy of forgiveneſs by any thing dens 
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166  &Regenerat erm. X. 
in compliance with their fears, and ſolely to eſ- 
from danger. An endeavor, either to 
quench theſe convictions, or to make * believe 
they eſſentially alter the moral ſtate of the heart, 


z, in the ſtriking language of the prophet, daub- 

ing the wall with untempered mortar, and ſew- 
ing pillows under the arms, to give ſecurity 
uhere conſcience ought to be kept awake. 


Ous text is very explicit in aſcribing a gracious 
change of heart to the direct and immediate 
power of Gop-—which were born, not of blood, nor 

Fray will of the fleſh, nor of the 'rwill of man, but of 

This facred deſcription not only excludes 


— as having any efficiency of any kind, in 


changing the heart; but alſo goes much fur- 
* and aſſures us that the change is not accor- 
ding to the ſinner's own will, that is, he doth not 
2 ſuch a change as this is. The terrors of a 
miſerable end, which have been thrown in his 
way by the providence and Spirit of Gov, have 
made him wiſh for ſome change, for ſome cape 
0 


from miſery, ſome deliverance from the pains 
a vounded conſcience; he is alſo convinced that 


whatever the change be, Gop muſt be the au- 


thor; but all his pains and fears have not brought 


him to will or chooſe ſuch a change-as the golpel 


Tegeneration is, therefore it is not according to, the 


will of man. And it is doubtleſs true, when Gop 
renews an unholy ſoul, which hath been al 
much of him, the particular favor granted 1s an 
Mpſeoght os and granted by lovergigh aan 


my I am to deſcribe in what regeneration con- 


105 deſcribing this chan ge, the word of Gon 
1 of the highelt expreſſions, denotin; 
both the e ſpecial power and action of God, an 


meſs af the thing Bron ol Itis not the = 


CCT ͤ Lan fr 


modification of any moral pfincipe; which Dierks 
- ouſly exiſted in the mind, but the 3 


hat is new. It is called a renewing by the f 
being born of incorruptible ſeed=born e the 
will of GoD—a new birth—a new creation old 


things paſſing away, and all things becoming new 


—a new heart, with a multitude of other expreſ. 
ſions, the ſtrongeſt poſſible, denoting the imme- 
diate agency of Gop in the production of a neu 


moral Principle; or a new heart. 


Tat heart or the will and affections are 90 


* 


ſeat of this change; therefore, the increaſe of dos 


trinal or ſpeculative knowledge, be the degree 
ever ſo great, hath no tendency to regenerate a 


perſon. Doctrinal light hath its ſeat in the un- 


derſtanding, and it is contrary to all experience, 
that more knowledge of an object, to which the 
heart or will is for its very nature oppoſed, will 


change the oppoſition into love. We may know. 


this from the objects of love and hatred, which 
daily occur in thi experience of life. If the taſte 
of mind be oppoſed to the very nature of an 'ob- 
ject, the more the object is ſeen, the more an” op- 


Poſing | taſte will exert itſelf. —The divine ac- 
tion in regenerating an unholy ſoul is, therefore, 
on the heart, or the will and affections. 


WRA we call a new moral principle, may al- 
fo be called a new taſte, reliſh , temper, diſpofition, 


or habit of feeling reſpecting moral objects and 


truth. Words are not effential if ideas be accord- 
ing to truth. In the holy ſeriptures, the words 


n and will, mean the ſame power or faculty in 


e mind, and it is that faculty in which holineſs. 


. and on whieh Gop acts in rene wing ſin- 


HE manner of divine acting i in this inltande U 
creation, is as much above our conception a8 it 
"Was in the creation of the worlds. [ti is only the 


- 
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efiecs of his action, which are ſenſible to 1 
perſon who hath experienced it. He finds in 
himſelf a new principle of moral loye—a new 
xeliſh or taſte—a new temper—new feelings to- 
wards moral objects. He hath not done it him- 
ſelf. Though through fear of puniſhment he 
withed a change, he finds this to be another kind 
of change from what he wiſhed, and infinitely 


more excellent. He feels, that it is above the 
power of means or any thing he hath done, to 


make ſuch an alteration in his heart. That it is a 
great change and worthy of Gop-to make — that 
fis moral feelings are indeed become new. The 
objects and the ſins he once loved are now his 


averſion, and Gop himſelf, truth and duty, in 


Which he had no pleaſure, are become agreeable 
to his heart. This change of moral principle or 
taſte, is that renewing by the ſpirit, or new birth 
which our Saviour declares to be neceſſary for 
ſeeing the kingdom of heaven, and of which he 
ſays, The wind bloweth where it liſteth, and thou 
L the ſound thereof, but canſi not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth ; ſo it every one that js 
born of the ſpirit. That is, the manner of divine 
| acting 1 186 unknown, the moment of divine acting 


is unperceived, the creature is paſſive in his 


change; but by the effects of the change, after 
he hath had opportunity for deliberate ſelf. atten- 
tion, he knows it hath happened. All the diſ- 


pute, which ſome have raiſed concerning the di- | 


rect ee y of God, and a kind of regeneration 
partial 

3 to become right, will ceaſe in thoſe, 

who have became real ſubjects of the change. 


Feeling what it is by its effects, and comparing 
them with what they were before, as effeQually. 


convinees them of an Almighty moral creator; 


y effected by the creature's previous en- 


28 4 e of their own eee, and che | 


? 


way 
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— creation auch of the natural crea» crea· 


tor. 


#/ — is chat change em which | 
holy exerciſes proceed, and is therefore the be- 
ginning of ſpiritual life in the ſoul. It is the be- 

inning of tliat moral conformity to Gop, which 
is the true preparation for heaven and its bleſſed 
neſs. Though many, who have never ex | 


| ced regeneration, think they wiſh for heaven 3 


the real object of their wiſh is an ideal heaven, 
which never exiſted, and is eſſentially different 
from that holy ſtate and place, which Gop ""y 
forever fill with his glory. 

Tuxnxx will always be a ſtrong temptation with 
anholy minds, to deny the need of this c wry 
and ſuch a denial, in moſt caſes, is the firſt 


towards infidelity. There is a greater and os | 


preſent temptation, to deny the need of an efficas 
vious work of Gop's ſpirit renewing the heart, 

than there is to queſtion the need of CrrisT's 
atonement. This doctrine of a new heart, more 
directly brings home the charge of depravity and 
the neceſſity of our immediate departure from all 


_ fin, to eſcape the puniſhment of God; which be- 


comes a preſent and a ſtrong temptation to deny 


the need of a change. A willingneſs to eſcape 


miſery is common to men both good and bad; 
but it is only the ſanctified, who are willing to 
leave ſin; and though the elfectual means of de- 
liverance | are purchaſed, it is natural to reſiſt and 
deny the need of their operation. To guard our- 


_ felves againſt fuch fatal reſiſtance, we ought to 
remember the words of CHRIST, which accord 


with the whole tenor of ſcripture, Verily, verily, I 


ſay unto thee, except a man be born of water and ih 
pirit, he cannot enter -_ the kingdom”of Gov. © 
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III. ISHALL next mention ſome holy exerciſes 3 
or affections, which follow a renewing of the 
heart by the ſpirit of Gop, and are evidence of 


the change. 7 


Ir is of infinite 1 importance that u we judge right 
of the ſtate, of our own hearts. Conſidering the 
great conſequences that depend, the bare poſſi- 
bility of a miltake ſhould make us examine ; but 
" this matter, there 1s more than a bare poſſibil- | 

The word of Gop tells us that many ſhall 
by Ab od. There is great difficulty in Know- 
ing the heart, not becauſe the nature of holineſs 
is uncertain or badly defined, in the ſcriptures; 
but from the deceitfulneſs of the heart itſelf. 
There are powerful temptations, to make us think 
our ſtate good when it is really bad; and we have 
reaſon to fear multitudes will be deceived, and 
go with cloſed eyes into the eternal world. To 
prevent this, we ſhould acquaint ourſelves. with 
the nature of thoſe holy affections, ach evidence 
A change. 

Gop is love, and he that choelleth in has dwelleth 
*n Gop-—He that loveth is born ꝙ Gop——Love is of 
God, and every one that loveth is born f Con, and 
knoweth Gop. Love, is the moſt appropriate as 
well as comprehenſive name of gracious affec- 
tions, which is uſed in the holy ſeriptures. Holy 


4 exerciſes are a conformity to the law, which faith, 


"thou ſhalt love Gop with all thy heart, and thy 


"neighbour as thyſelf. Every one who is born of 


God loves the divine character, as exhibited in 
his works and word, and wiſhes well to his be- 
ing, bleſſedneſs and government. He is more 


Pleaſed that Gop is blefled and glorious, than 
with any perſonal advantage.—He chooſes that 


every thing ſhould be ſubordinate to the divine 


will and _ exaltment of Gop, and when he he- 
gins to Pray, _ himſelf until he hath faid, 


RY R oK Fe. Oy = Ir O ma 'ot 


Kan 


* 
— 
: 


Father olorif yl. didn an unholy man 
may think he loves Gop, his love, whatever it be, 


on examination is found to terminate in himſelf 
and he loves JeHovan, only becauſe he is his own 


acknowledged God, has kept and done him much 
good, and will bleſs and ſave him in time to come. 
The love of a new heart, feels the perfection and 


excellence of Gop to deſerve praiſe, exaltment, 
adoration and the moſt perfect obedience. He 


knows it is reaſon enough for a whole univerſe of 
creatures to exiſt eternally, that ſuch a Lord max 


be thereby glorified, and bleſs himſelf in the fulfil. 
ment of his will. He ſinks in his own apprehen- 


ſion, into leſs than nothing and vanity, and the 


Higheſt value of his own exiſtence, appears to 
Him, to ariſe from his ſubſervienes to che 1 
Purpoſes. = 


H loves the ee of 98 Fes 4 iti 
the providence of eternal right and wiſdom. A 


ſinful love of Gop is fitted only for days of per- 
ſonal proſperity. While this continues, it can 
_ «cry hoſanna to the Son of David; but when it 
ceaſes; crucify him, crucify him. A holy love is 
not afraid of an adverſe providence—ean ſuffer 
and praiſe—can be humbled and adore—can _ 
feel the rod and kiſs the ſmiting hand, and ſay, 
"theſe painful ſtrokes are one reaſon. why G 
ought to reign in abſolute ſovereignty. If it 
will glorify Go, if it will advance the majeſty 
and goodneſs of his government, let him lay me 
waſte, let him ſmite and ſlay me. I cannot pray, 
I cannot even wiſh the rod ſhould ceaſe, ſo long as 
+Gop is glorified and the intereſts of his * 
1 N are DN by the dame 


RN * 
7 p 


z bene let us lone one another fol ou 4 5 
Ses, and every one that loveth is born of Gon. The 
renovated perſon. loves his brother and.neigh- 
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bour as himſelf. had cannot the unholy ſinnet 

love his neighbour ? Doubtleſs he can, but only 
ſo far as his neighbour's good conduces to his 
dun. It is a love of himſelf acting through the 
proſperity of his neighbour, and it grows no lon 
ger than ſome perſonal advantage is the root of 
nouriſhment. From this root, grow many of the 
neighbourly and civil alliances and amities of the 
world. It may ſerve, in this life of trial, to make a 
midway ſtate, between a heaven of glory and the 
place of perfect torment. Gop admits no ſuch 
ſelfiſh alliances as the baſis of heavenly peace: 
The born of Gop can love a brother without res 
gard to perſonal advancement. A brother's haps 
pineſs is, in its nature, ſo valuable an object, there 
is no need of ſelfiſh inducements to love and feek 
it. The holy ſoul, placed in a ſituation to de. 


ive no advantage, except it de the happineſs of 


acting rationally and doing good, beholds and 
feeks the happineſs of en ith moſt ardent de- 


| fire. This benevolent love of men is an exerciſe 


peculiar to the new heart. - 

Wrozvek is born of Daw been 0 fine 
There i is a ſelf-· loathing on account. of paſt ſins, 
and our liableneſs to a future relapſe. This 
loathing doth not ariſe from a fear of puniſfi- 
ment, Fe if there were none, fin would not be 


leſs loathed by the holy ſoul. ' The tendency: of 


fin to injure the rights and diminiſh the happi- 


neſs of ſocial being, is reaſon enough why it 


thould be loathed; though we are perſonally rn | 
ced in ſafety from its conſequences. - The penis. 
tent, doth not loathe fin leſs, for having been 
the ſinner who committed it, or feel any deſire 


for ſelf-juſtification. How deep this mourning 


and ſorrow becomes, in view of the excellent | 


B glory o * 255 eg! the 3 ene W to 1 


d 1 meditate day and night. The law of 


looking on this image of their 0 Father 
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| be conceived ally by thoſe; who have elt 1 it ris 


der the ſanctifying action of the bleſſed Spirit. ©, 
” FFI 7 5 
| II Hosk who are born of Gop can 4 —0 hoe 
Thove thy law, it is daily my delight thy pre 


perfect 
holineſs is an image of Gop. We eannot do 


without it, either as a rule of duty, or as the moſf 
direct means of teaching us the infinite and 

ous rectitude of GoDpHEAD. That crunmand 255 
ment, from which ſinners turn with averfiony 


both on account of its holy noon ag and Its 
penalties, is the portion of the godly; and by 


they daily grow in conformity to him.— 85 
them the written law for inſtruction, and the 
privilege of prayer as a means of communion 


with their Gop, and they are ready to lay, 1 wy 
a8 rich as I can be on this fide heaven. 


Bur how ſhall words deſcribe that glory of 
Gon in the face of IEsus CHRIST and in his 
pel, which is ſeen by new- born ſouls, and by ns 
others. The glory of the goſpel is hid to thoſe | 
who: are loſt, who were never renewed by t | 
Spirit. They ſee no excellence in its moral na- 
ture and tendency; and the beſt they can con- 


der it, is, as undeſirable means of ſaving men 


from a more undeſirable end. A regenerated 


E heart perceives a fountain of glory in the goſpel 


which was before unperceived—a dif play of 


moral perfection in Gop—his. glory in the face 
of Jesus CHrIsT—the holy nature of his x 


ernment and kingdom—and the higheſt bene vo- 


lence in communion between the unſedrchable 
Jenovan and his holy creation. The method; 


in which the goſpel delivers from ſin and iniſer 
adds bleſſedneſs to heaven, by ſuch a diſcovery 


God to created minds, as could never have been 0 


13 | 
6 Fn Regeneration A Serm. * 
110 without' it, After renovation, the ord glory. 
We. of the goſpel, of its author, and of the whole plan 
05 of s grace, breaks in on the mind, in ſuch -ſucceſ- 

Fi ſion, as its parts can be viewed by a finite under- 
bog ſtanding. The ſoul is drawn to Gov, in this new 
N way of approach, by the irreſiſtible cords of love. 
| $97 | There is no pauſe, to deliberate whether it is beſt 
1 to receive or reject ſuch a Gop. There is no 
175 longer a deliberation between going and ſtaying. 
150 The voice of the heart is, let me go if I may. The 
19 torments of eternity, prepared for rejecting ſin- 
. ners, are at ſuch a moment forgotten, and are not 
$4. the motive for chooſing Gop. A ſenſe of guilt 
144 and unworthineſs is the only impediment, oe 
1 though this be great, it does not prevail. — Drawn 
1 by divine glory the humble penitent approaches, 
1 thinking, perhaps he may be accepted; and if 
11. * puniſhing juſtice ſhould meet and yn him, ſtill, 
1 if he may continue to behold this Gop and Re. 
1 deemer, it will be a ſupport under any poſſible 
' 7 ain. Thus the ſoul is united to Gop through 
or Irsus Cunisr. 
1 Tus firm and delightful abb en of the 
17S Mediator, his character, the whole plan of grace, 

9 and the moſt humbling doctrines of the r is 

one principal evidence of a changed heart. 
Ir is to holineſs ſinful men are oppoſed. 
Jblinefs, which Gop means to al lay 85 Fee 
mote by the goſpel. Sinners will "hs Pease with 
the doctrines of divine grace, ſo long as they can 
underſtand them, in accommodation to their o 
1935 evil diſpoſition.— Approving goſpel doctrines i 
bk n evidence of a good heart, unleſs theſe doe. 
trines are underſtood, as a diſpenſation, from firſt _ 


to laft, prometing holineſs of heart and life. It 
'Y oo holineſs of of the goſpel which : A 18 man | 
Ve M 


41 4 N 7585 5 
v.35 US be 


ds come. 


een Regeneration. 28 


nn 8 meekneſe of ſpirit, el 
denial for the glory of God, perſever ance in goo 
works ſincerely practiſed, and an obſervance-o 
poſitive religious inſtitutions, ſo far as they Art 
known to be ſuch, are alſo contained in the EVie 
dence of being born of Go. 

From what hath been ſaid on this ſupeck we | 
may infer, the unhappy ſtate. of ſundry. deſcrip- 
tions of perſons, which in collection amc to 2 
Lig, great number. 5 


— wx” 


ſt. or thoſe who gs never 1 bro 
feel their unholy and guilty hearts. The hamad | 
mind may go on long in a doctrinal belief of ouz 
original depravity, and ſtill be wholly without. 
juſt apprehenſions of its own ſin ; never be Jain 
by the law ; never diſcover the true nature, a 
reigning power, of that ſinful taſte which fill: 
the heart; never diſcover a real oppoſition t 
the character of Gop and the nature of hole. 
neſs ; never be brought feelingly to cry, on 2 


principles whatever, help Lord or I periſh. 
ucation firſt fixed a doctrinal belief, and life hat 
gone on in aſſenting tothe truth, without any feeli 
of the evil within. The Wo of life NY 
examination. Such perſons, from motiyes. 
this world, may be regular in their manners an 
in a viſible attendance on many ren 10us ſting | 
tions. They are friends to every thing in rel 
gion but the experimental and — e 5" part « 
it in the heart. Having never ſeen their own ut 
holy, guilty want of a ne love of God, they . 
depend for eternal ſafety, on their viſible regu: 
larity and the general mercy of Gop ne 
Saviour. There is no evidence that ſuch per- 
ſons haye been born of the Spirit, or that dying 
in their preſent ſtate, they can 1 caps the wrath 


- 


376 Regeneration. 0 X. 


97 Tans ſubje& ſhows the error A all. who 
Phu a change of heart to be neceflary for falva- 
5 tion. . | 
TEESE perſons c. cut themſelveꝭ off from ws 
Rfe.—They deny the appropriate office-work of 
the Holy Spirit, in the falvation of men; which, 
is reſiſting him in a high manner. However 
_ firmly, they may think the death of CHRISTH to 
e neceffary, they prevent their own benefit from 
it by rejecting the application; for they will 
never reaſon themſelves into that true holineſs, 
which is neceflary for ſeeing Gob. Indeed, it is 
an oppoſition to holineſs, which is their tempta- 
tion to deny the need of a change; and the denial 
proves that finners do not defire ſuch a heaven 
as CHRIST died to purchaſe. If they did yew 
chooſe it, the need and offer of 8 aid 
would inſtantly appear to be a deſirable "iruch, 
Let all, who deny, think well on this point. Let 
them examine, and compare their own. _ 
with. the nature of goſpel holineſs. If this be 
1 ane, they muſt be convinced, there is 
an oppoſition i in . heart which divine power 


Ls gan remove. 


Jay. Tross, who think that an alteration of 
external circumſtances under which the 
acts, will cauſe a ſufficient change of heart for e. 
ternal life, are in a dangerous error. They never 
will find a change of external circumſtances and 
| acer ſufficient to change the moral princi- 
| or reliſh of the mind. Men are not linners, 
jet ſe the circumſtances of their exiſtence, in 
this world, are a rational inducement to fin; for 
it is always contrary. Being in the body, and 
. furrounded with ſuch objects and events, as are 
commonly called temptations, is not the cauſe of a 
' e heart. 3 255 may be means of tis a 
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Serm. X. Regeneration. 177 
heart, which was before ſinful, into more viſible 
exerciſe ; yet are not the cauſe of fin. Sin hath 
a deeper origin than the external circumſtances 


under which the mind acts, and is in the heart 


Itſelf. It is an original and governing wrong 
temper, which change of circumſtances may vas 
riouſly diſcover, but never eradicate. Therefore, 
death and a remoyal from the tempting objects 
of the world, will have no tendency to fit us for 
heaven. The ſoul, when ſtripped of its body and 
removed from this world, will ſtill retain the 
moral character or reliſh with which it departed; 
nor will the objects of another world have a 
power to change the temper. If the pre 
ſoul diſlikes Gop and holineſs, a clearer ſight of 
him, will produce the moſt enraged enmity. 
The circumſtances of this worldly exiſtence are, 
therefore, ſo far from being the cauſe ; that 
it is probable they are principal means, of pre- 
venting the exceſs of ſin and torment, which _ 
revelation teaches us will overtake the departed 
impenitent. With what alarm ought all 'unre- 
newed minds to think of going into another 
world | They will meet a diſpleaſed Gop, who 
out of CHRIS TH is a conſuming fire to ſinners ; 
and go to a place, where there are no objects of 
enjoyment ſuited to the reliſh of their minds. 
They will be ſelfiſh and proud without opportu- 


| nity of gratifying the paſſion, which through dif- 


appointment muſt increaſe to all the rage of en- 
mity. An utter deſpair, either of deliverance or 
change, will make the miſery dreadful. Theſe 
ſolemn conſiderations, ſhow the importance of 
teaching the doctrine of JesUs CHRIST, Ferily, 
verily, I ſay unto thee, except a man be born of water, 
and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, AMEN. © 3 — OPER 
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SERMON XL 


Receiving CHRIST by faith. 


JOHN 1. 11. 


B UT as many as received him, to them gave FO power 


to become the ſons of Cop, even to "ny that * 


lieve on his name. 


0 become is ſons -—- Gop in the goſpel 


meaning, is to poſſeſs and be entitled to all 
that a wiſe mind can deſire. Among all the 


deſcriptions, which God uſes to expreſs the near 
relation between him and his people; that, of 
his being their father, and they his ſons, is moſt 


expreſſive of an endearing union, and the great 


benefits which they derive from it. Between a 


father and his ſon there is a mutual love, and the 
_ father's honor is the happineſs of the child. The 


ſon is the heir. The apoſtle faith, of ahildren then 
heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with CHR T. 
To' the ſovereignty and 1 of all 
things, can in no ſenſe depart from Gop, and 
the chriſtian will forever fool u a ſtate of moſt per- 


fect dependance, rejoicing that he is thus, and 
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ifs Receiving Carr by faith. Serm. XI 
| — 
that God is all in all; ſtill he is graciouſſy ad- 
mitted to be heir of all things, even the whole 


fulneſs of Gop, in the higheſt ſenſe that the na- 


ture of things permits. He hath zhe promiſe of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come. 
All things here, even afflictions, ſhall turn more 


to his good, than he could poſſibly order, if the 


government of-the world, were in the moſt abſo- 
late ſenſe, under his own direction. The ful- 


neſs of Gop and of his works, is the good man's 


my tion.—Being qualified by holineſs of heart, 
e will perfectly enjoy the eternal diſplays of 
Godhead, and feel the greateſt delight, which his 
finite capacity admits, in beholding every divine 
een and the ape ſcheme of infinite 
ove. 


Tris, is being an heir of Gov in the higheſt, 


the moſt glorious and deſirable ſenſe we can con- 


ceive ; and this, is the portion of the ſons of 
Gon. To the unholy and unbelieving, we 


know this muſt be a deſeription which ſounds 


great, ſtill withoꝑt any meaning which they a 

prehend. Placed under the light of the goſpel, 
they have often heard it; and perhaps, have 
ſometimes ſearched the ſcriptures to find more 
perfectly what this portion is. They will remain 
in ignorance of it, until their hearts are made 
right towards Gov; ; ſo that they may ſee the 
moral glory of the divine character and govern- 
ment. Thoſe who have become the ſons of Gop 


dy receiring Insvs Cunlsr, having taſted this 


happineſs, know it to be real, moſt excellent in 
its nature, and moſt full and durable 3 becauſe it 


ariſes from knowing an infinite and eternal Gon. 


From the foretaſte, they feel aſſured that the 


perfection is fulneſs of bliſs, and heaven a 


moſt glorious ſtate. A right to this is derived 
through + Gop's a promiſe, by * 


erm. XI. | Receiving Onater by faith. LN 


| Cantor. aa as many as received him, 9 IEey 
gave he power to become the ſons of Go.. 
By a power to become the ſons f Gon; is 
meant a title to all the privileges of a juſtiſied 
ſtate, the pardon of fin, freedom from the pen- 
alty of the law, and a right through the promiſe 
of ſovereign grace, to an eternal life of Nauen 
and peace, in the enjoy ment of God himſelf. 
_ * Recxrving Chaisr, means à ſaving - faithy 
which, in the text, is alſo called dee ig on his 
name. The ſeriptures repreſent our juſtification 
to be granted through faith in Cant on which 
account, this holy exerciſe of the heart, is emis 
nently diſtinguiſhed by the ſacred writers, as an 
important one, in the manner of our falvation 
by free grace; and with thoſe who ſincerely ex+ 
amine their own ſtate, it becomes a frequent in- 
quiry whether they have a true faith. | 4s 
Toba it becomes us to encourage ſuch in- 
quiry, it ought alſo to be underſtood, that faith _ 
is not in its nature more excellent than other 
chriſtian graces; nor is a knowledge ofourown _ 
faith any better evidence of final 1 
the ſame knowledge of other holy exereiſes 12 
where there is faith, there is love, repentance, 
and ſubmiſſion.” One of theſe graces certainly 
implies the other; and ſuppoſing the exiſtence 
-of one, and abſolute non-exiſtence of another, 
implies an impoſſible and contradictory character. 
The work of Gop, which is efficacious to falva- 
tion, is begun by his own power giving a new. 
heart; and holy exerciſes will ſucceed, So far 


as the fountain is made ſweet, all the ſtreams will = 


be purified. In deſcribing a chriſtian character, 
the word of Gop joins faith with- love, repent- 


ance and a holy practice. Whatever our faith _ 
may be, if we have not alſo a ſenſible love of 
Gon, and mourning for ſin, there is great reaſon 


0 


182 Neceiving Canrsr by faith. Serm. * 
to ſuſpect the holy ſincerity of our hearts. This 


will appear by a further deſcription of the nature 


72 Fans faith. 
-xſt. Fart: is an e of a renewed heart. 
425 the . deſcription, it 1s ink 1 17 other 


graces es and fruits of the ſpirit. The text deſcribes 
ith and its benefits; and the ſucceeding verſe 


tells us, it is found in thoſe, who are born not of 


the fleſh, aor'of the ꝛvill of man, but of God. What 
ever kind of faith an unrenewed perſon may poſ- 
ſefs, it hath no holineſs and cannot plead the 


promiſe of free grace, forgiveneſs and eternal life. 
Until the ſoul is born of Gop, there can be no 


union of the will and affections to the Redeemer. 
If unrenewed perſons attempt to go to CHRIST, 
and to receive him, there is no union of their 
hearts to him and his kingdom; and in the want 
of this, conſiſts the inſincerity of the attempt. 
Therefore there can be no ſaving faith, — 
a change, not of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but 

| of Gop:; which will alſo appear _ a em des 
va TY what faith i „„ 


ad. — IS receiving cnnisr. e IS 

- Tas is the deſcription in the text, . it is 
alſo called, believing on his name. This receiv- 
ing muſt mean a ſaving faith, becauſe it gives a 
power to become the ſons of Gov. The words 
Faith and belief, are ſometimes uſed, for a percep- 
tion of the underſtanding, or credit yielded to 
certain facts or truths, ſupported by hiſtorical 


and natural evidence. In this ſenſe, they do not 


2 imply a holy ſtate of the ſoul. Sinful minds may 
eredit goſpel truth, and ſtill be oppoſed to it. 


The devils believe and tremble; they believe and 
hate the truth, which they « cannot deny. Thus 


% 
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* 2 


finful men may give credit to the hoh plerimtutes; 
and to the goſpel of ſalvation by CHRIS; and 


at the ſame time, have hearts oppoſed to the terms 
of ſalvation, and to the holy character and doc- 
trines of the Redeemer. This faith or belief can- 


not be ſaving, and is not that receiving of CHRIST 
to which a promiſe is given. Religion, is re- 
ceiving truth in the love of it. With the heurt man 


 believeth unto righteouſneſs. Evangelical faith is 


one which works by love. It purifies the heart, and 


muſt therefore imply a conformity to CHR 


character; a choice of him as a Saviour, and of 
ſuch ſalvation as he offers; and a preference, in 
every particular, to the manner of deliverance, 
which is propoſed in the goſpel. This receiving 


of CHRIST forms a ann union wan him and 


his e, 4 ASE cute f bas 


ene may 3 be called, che: firſt all 


of the ſoul, which covenants ahh: Gon and 


CHRIS T. : Sulvanian'i is offered by Gap, i in a cow. 
enant way through his Son. Faith, is that choice 
of the will, which receives the goſpel, in con- 


templation of its author, his mediatorial offices, 


his perſonal glories and ſufficiencey; and which 
receives Go, gloriouſly reconciled through him. 
In an unrenewed ſtate, men may ſee their dan- 
ger, and wiſh an eſcape from it; they may think 


of the goſpel as a favorable inſtitution, and trem- 


ble at the thought of looſing” it; but they trem-. 


ble only becauſe perſonal danger follows. They: 
remain unbelieving, through a difreliſh of the ho- 
lineſs there is in CHRIST and the ſcheme! of 
grace. The ſelfiſh may tremble. They often do 
this, and think they are willing to have CHRIS 


and try to exerciſe faith; but he cannot be found -_ 
by them, in his ſaving offices, until they love 


him for what he is, chooſe him for his nn 
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neſs and chooſe his Fee for its fitneſs to honor 
OD. 

IN a Wing faith, the foul receives him with 
love, embraces and becomes a joyful party to 
the offered covenant, and feels a moral union of 
affection, truſt and dependence on him. Faith 
includes a ſenſe of his ſufficiency and the won- 
derful fitneſs of the goſpel to exalt Gop, and 
ſave guilty ſinners. An unholy ſinner, in pre- 
vious e baszen on becoming a chriſtian indeed, 
thinks he ſhall rejoice greatly in an apprehenſion 
of the ſafety he has obtained. It is true, that 
when he nde and fiducially receives CHRIST, 
he will rejoice greatly; but with quite another 
kind and ground of joy, from what he ſuppoſed. 
Ie will be the joy of beholding the glory of Gop 
in the face of Jesvs CHRIST, and the happineſs 
of committing himſelf to an all-ſufficient Saviour, 
who is infinitely worthy in his own nature, and 


able to glority Gop in redeeming men. The 


believer,” by faith gives himſelf up to Jxsus 
CHRIS r, truſts in him for all he needs, and de- 
fires to be accepted, only in ſuch a way, as ſove- 
reign wiſdom ſees to be beſt. Thus the cove- 
nant of race, ordered ſure in all things by infi- 
nite wiſdom, is compleated between Gop and the 
| believer. Gop has accepted him in fovereign 


mercy, and will be faithful to tulfil all his prom- 


ifes-of grace. The believer, is united in holy 
affection to CHRIST and his kingdom, and will 
be preſerved in perſeverance unto N Ute, by 
We 8 of Gop. e 


1 Tas firſt Serie & a favinw faith; is not Bk , 


wiys known to be ſuch, by thoſe who. have it. 
It is moſt common, for a peaceful hope to be 
| y1 med i in the mind, by mature nal | 


Sem. XI. Reviving cnner hn * 


ance with the life of evangelical holineſs... All All 
the doctrinal knowledge, which can be a | 
dy an unfanQified perſon, will not give 1 * 2 
true apprehenſion of gracious feelings. The ap- 
prehenſions of ſpeculation, will forever be dif. 
ferent from thoſe of experience; nor can ſpirit» 
ual blindneſs be removed by rational inquiry, or 
by any means of informing the mind. The inner, 
in previous ſpeculation, may ſuppoſe; the change 
to be great and wonderful, and it is great beyond 
his expeQation ; but the greatneſs 99 wonder 
is of a kind he had not conceived, The feelings. 
of the heart are ſweet and placid—joy ay rage 
ble and full of glory—a joy in Gop—a ſight of; 
glory, ſolemnizing but ſweet, full of 1 ? 
diveſted of pomp and glare. It is the glory — 
infinite love, and the fight of it is trans forming, 
Changing the ſoul into the ſame image, 1 EY * 
7 glory, even as by the fri V Lord. 


My. A ralrn which is ſaving give new 1 
dence of the reality of things inviſible; of divine 
glory; of the divine government, its excellence 
and ſtability; of all W truth and the rewards. 

of another world. 5 
e unhoby mind never can have chat ſtrong 
and ſure belief of theſe things, which is felt by. 
the people of Gop. Therefore, a ſaving faith is 
ſometimes deſcribed by a firm perſuaſion and 
knowledge of the truth, of the ;nvigble things of 
God, and the realities of the world to come. 

Mos xs by faith endured as ſeeing bim who. is in- 
ble. His perſuaſion of Gop's being, perfeQ- 
ions and governmept was altogether greater, ra 
the moſt learned unbeliever can poll 1h 
| e the liſt of eminent ſaints 
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and knowledge of Gorꝰs being and government, 
which is never attained by unholy perſons. 
Through this perſuaſion, they could act and ſuffer 
in the cauſe of Gop, beyond other men. It is 


for this reaſon, that the apoſtle, in the beginning 


of the chapter, defines faith, to be the evidence of 


40 ngs not ſeen, An evidence different from the I; 


learned ſpeculation. 
Tur fame apoſtle ſaith, Tf ou our . be bid, # 
6 hid to them that are loft.—hn whom the Gop of 
this world hath blinded the minds of them that believe 
not, left the light of the glorious goſpel of CHRIST, 
who is the image of Gop, ſhould ſpine unto them. 
Tux hiding of the goſpel here ſpoken of, is 
common to all the loſt ; whether they be hea- 
then, or chriſtians only by doctrinal knowledge. 


It is the want of that perſuaſion and knowledge 
of the truth, which is peculiar to a ſaving faith. 


Mnokrkx believeth that Nxsus is the Carr, is 


born of Gon,—This means a believing to ſalva- 


tion, and contains that 3 of unſeen thin IM 
which is peculiar to the people of Gop, and is 


the evidence of things not ſeen. The unbeliev- 


er, even when his reaſon and conſcience are en- 
tirely convinced, ſo that his mouth ĩs ſhut before 
Gop, hath not that kind of certainty concerning 
the inviſible things of Gop and another world, 
which 1 is felt by the believing diſciple. _ 8 
THERE is one branch of evidence for the truth, 
which an unholy mind never can receive; and 
to thoſe who have received it, this is the higheſt 
of all evidence. It is a ſight or feeling of the 
7 of truth—its fitneſs—its perfect excellence 


An ſuitableneſs to the glory of God and the 


belt intereſts of being, whereby, the great whole 


is the moſt bleſſed it can be. There mult. be a 7805 


good heart to ſee this Bayes; * 
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" Wazn the facred writings. mention Vans 
that Ixsus is the CHRIST, as evidence of ring 
ſalvation, they always mean believing the truth 
on chriſtian evidence; and chriſtian evidence, is 
a ſight of the moral glory of truth. A ſaving 
faith is believing with the heart. Faith of the un- 
derſtanding flows from rational evidence ; faith 
or believing of the heart from a ſight of moral 
excellence in the object or truth believed. Faith | 
of the underſtanding, is common to wicked an- 
gels and to men both good and bad; faith of the 

eart is peculiar to the ſaints of God, and flows 
from that evidence, whichis Anga > chrif- 
tian, a ſight of moral glory. 

Taxkx an unbelieving finner, in whom con- 
ſcience i is alive, and ſet before him the doctrinal 
evidence of Gop's character, and of Cxrisr's di- 
vinity and mediation. —Deſcribe to him the divine 
miracles, the fulfilment of prophecy, the provi. 
dence of God, owning an preſerving his own 
cauſe, together, with all external evidence of the 
chriſtian ſcheme.—In this caſe he is rationally 
convinced, his conſcience teſtifies to the truth, 
and he is a ſpeculative chriſtian.— His conviction 
and belief are of that kind, which makes his guilt, 
compleat, and expoſes him to eternal puniſhment; 
but with all this, he hath not attained that pe- 
culiar evidence, by which the true believer knows 
that Ixsus is the CHRIST. He hath not ſeen the 
moral glory of CHRIST, the glory of the Father 
in the bo of CHRIST, the glory of the goſpel. 

ſcheme, nor the true glory o Aa heavenly ſtate | 
revealed in the chriſtian ſcriptures. _ / 5 
A cart of moral glory, is the high and all. | 
conquering evidence, which gives to the mind 4 
ſenſe of reality, and raiſes it above all CS 
This ſight of glory, is the compleatin — 
of AP not ſeen, and gives a — 2. 
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— in many reſpects, to the cefininty: that 1 is 
felt in the viſion of hexe. 
IL there be all poſſible rational evidence, 
without this, the mind turns on itſelf, and aſks 
[the perplexing queſtion, Where is the real ex- 
cellence of this 1 — It appears to be com- 
Pleat, its parts are well adjuſted and meet each 
other, there is no want of teſtimony, for nature, 
providence, miracles and prophecy conſpire to 
+ .confirm it. Conſcience aſſents, and there is a 
Fenſe of guilt in reſiſting, and a fear of coming 
before — God who hath publiſhed it. Still 
where is the excellence, and lovelineſs of the 
ſcheme ? If I could fee this I ſhould not doubt, 
The unholy in heart never can ſee this glory. The 
ght is confined to thoſe who are born ef the 
5 Fe and it is the peculiar evidence which ex- 
perimental chriſtians have, making them ſure 
and certain that Ixsus is the CHRIS TH of Go, 
and his words eternal truth. Therefore, it is ſaid 
that faith is the evidence of things not ſeen; that 
be who believeth Ixsus to be the Cuniar, that 
is, believeth on the true chriſtian evidence, is 
born of Gop: A faving faith is, in the holy 
ſeriptures, often deſcribed by this centanity: of | 
er arm things of God and eternity, | 
Jo thoſe who have faith, it is a piece of ſpirit- 
c 1 armour, whereby they are enabled to reſiſt 
the doubts ſuggeſted by Goth: It is hard to make 
the believer, who is a chriſtian indeed, call i in 
queſtion the oracles of his GoD.— His faith is a 
mield, whereby he reſiſts the fiery darts of Satan, 


4 


-Pawers: 

[- da@irifnal knowledge ſmall ;- ſtill, he reſiſts all 
: thaaiguments of evil men and ſtands unſhaken 
£ — of a wicked and adulterous genera- 


tian, and bath courage, though alone, to be on 


of wicked men, and an alluring world. Let his . 
of intellect and reaſon be weak, and his 
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the ſide of Go. To ſuch 2bebever; : hin [faith 
is the evidence of things not ſeen; Gon ist pialſ [| 
ent with him; the goſpel is the power of Gb to | 
falvation.—An approaching judgment and ter- 
nity with its rewards, are as much ſubſtantiatial | 1 
to him, as the daily events of ſenſe with which = 
he is ſurrounded ;- therefore, this: faith is to — = | 
called the ſubſtance of thingshapgd Sod) 12d [i 
| Sans biyd 
Ach. Favar the deſcriptian that has Frm mms, ; 
it doth not appear, that the firſt act of} favinig 
faith, is preciſely the fame in all chriſtians. 
Ino it be of theſame holy nature, and implies 
all other holy exereiſes, it is not in all caſes, pre- 
eiſely the ſame truth, which the heart firſt receives 
in believing. Men are under a neceſſity, hy a 
limitation of their underſtanding, to view 
ſcheme of truth by its parts. Theſe parts are all 
congenial in their nature. The temper which 
honeſtly receives one, will receive all; on their 
being preſented, in ſucceſſion, before the under- 
ſtanding. The goſpel ſcheme contains; m 
ſuch truths, which are ſo connected, that one af 
them implies the others; ſtill, they de 
dd in ſucceſſion, by the finite minds of men. -Suth 
is, the glory of Gov and of all his 
in the manner of redeeming ſinners throu 
Cnnisr; the fufficiency, of the Redeemer: to 
ſave to the uttermoſt, thoſe who come to Gonin 
this way; the fulneſs of the goſpel ſal vation to 
relieve all the miſeries of ſinners, who are bn - 
ture unholy, guilty, and juſtl condemned the 
excellency of that kingdom which is formed by 
the mediation and atonement.—Theſe, with ſee - 
ral other truths, are eſſential parts of the goſpel 
ſcheme. Doubtleſs an infinite wnderſtanding 
may viem mem fimply as the ſame — — | 
| fake nd, mull view nnn 1 
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190 . Recerving Cxrsr by faith. Serm. II. 
Wach ever of them the heart firſt rn is 
faving faith. Every chriſtian in the progreſs of 
a life of faith, will ſee, receive and rejoice in all 
theſe truths ; but they may not be preſented, in 
the ſame order of ſucceſſion, to all holy minds. 
Therefore, the firſt a& of ſaving faith, may not 


be preciſely the ſame, in all who are brought to 


ſalvation through Jzsvs CHRIST. | 
TRIs, in part, accounts for the various deſcrip- 


ions, of this moſt eſſential grace, which are found 


in the ſcriptures of truth. 

TIE goſpel ſcheme is N to the under- 
ſanding of men, in the form of a covenant be- 
tween 'Gop and the ſoul. This covenant embra- 
ces many evangelical truths, and receiving any 
one of them with love, is a ſaving faith. It 
meeting the terms of the covenant, and proves that 


holy ſlate of the heart, which will rejoice in God's 


character, and the whole ſcheme 1 his R 
ment. 15 


Fro the nature of a faving faith, the follow- 
ing things appear. 
1ſt. TraT dae are united to Gas thro' ; 


Thi Crr1sT, in the moſt glorious and bleſſed 
manner. 


Ir is a union of "I character, of will, af af. 5 


fection, and of eternal bleſſedneſs. This was the 


object of J=sUus CHRIST in laying down his life, 


therefore, he prayed to the Father, Sandify them 
' through thy truth. That they all may be one; as 


thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they alſo - 
be one in uu. This oneneſs of moral charac- 
ter and affection, makes the ſaints of Gop the 


moſt glorious and bleſſed they can be. A con- | 


formity to the infinite holineſs of Gop, is the 


9 greateſt perſonal glory they can receive. The 


* 
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manner of their union, through the mediation of 
the Son of Gov, is in the higheſt degree glori- 
ous for a creature, and ſo wonderful that we may 
cry out, O the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom 
and knowleds e of Gov. How broad the baſe for 
bleſſedneſs bo the redeemed ? They ſtand by the 
mighty p power of God, are one with CHRIS, and 
joint heirs of the fulneſs of the Lord. They 
may ſuffer affliction for the ſhort ſeaſon of this 
life; but when poſſeſſed of their Lord's temper, 
can "glory i in tribulation. Even when they knee] 
to pray for deliverance from the trials of the 
world, they can check the deſire by ſubmiſſion, 
ſaying, it was one reaſon of our exiſtence in this 
ſtate, that we might glorify Gop by patience; 
therefore, Father, do thine own will. Whatever 
promotes the glory and bleſſedneſs of Gop's. 
kingdom, will be their peace. Gop will always 
reign, and his will be their choice; ſo that nothing. 
can happen contrary to their good. "The gov=. 
ernment of the univerſe, rend eternity, will 
be as they wiſh, verifying the ſacred word, All 
things are yours, and ye are Caprs7's, and CRM 
is Gop's. Herein, is the manifold wiſdom - of 
| Gow, that he can give all things to his redeemed, 
in ſuch a manner, as will forever diſplay his own 
abſolute ſovereignty. By renouncing ſelf. and. 
chooſing Gop and, his kingdom, for their por= 
tion, they gain all things ; and all things work to: 
gether to promote the proſperity of that cauſe, 
which is their ſupreme delig ht. United to Gop 
in moral affection, they will enjoy him 3 in all his 
fulneſs forever and ever. United in love to all. | 
holy intelligencies, the growing bleſſedneſs of the. 
eternal ſtate, will perpetually augment. their de. 
lig ht. Theſe are the fruits of a wie fen 
with e N faith in N CnRIST. "60 aviln 
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Tah. Havino contemplated the nature of 
Eich, it becomes us to inquire, whether we have 
thus received CHRIsr? 
Ir is only thoſe, who have thus received him, 
at obtain power to become the ſons of God. 
All others are, in his fi ght, enemies to his king- 
dom; and though life is ſet before them by the 
golpel,. the offer will eventually prove, a ſavor of 
' death ioo death. There is much room to be 
deluded concerning our own faith ; and perhaps 
multitudes are in this ſtate—There is the faith of. 
education, the faith of rational conviction, the 
faith of ſelf-love, the faith of fear, for the devils 
through one kind of faith tremble before Gop; 
and all theſe, not working by love, have an efſen- 
ol defect. 
Tuxnx is, in chriſtian lands, a general aſſent to 
oſpel, ariſing from education or ſome other 
. on which men are prone to rely, think- 
ing it is a faith which will fave them. They be- 
hive i in CHRIST doctrinally, becauſe he was the 
iour of their fathers ; or becauſe they have 
zeard it faid, Gop is merciful in this way. They 
Hhaye never felt the exceeding ſinfulneſs of their 
own hearts, and the need of a purifying faith. 
On this general belief, joined with fa * viſible 
morality as may flow from ſelfiſh motives and a 
Kivilized ſtate of fociety, they think themſelves 
good chriſtians. Such perſons, may occaſionally | 
become - zealous and contend for the faith, in 
which they ſuppoſe themſelves to ſtand; while 
wholly deſtitute of evangelical holineſs. It is a 
faith which may be reconciled to living without 
+ God in the world, and requires little denial of 
human pride. A true faith always works by 
love; it beholds the moral glory of Gop in the 
face of Insus CHRiIsT ; it makes CHRIST very 
precious to the heart; it r the ſoul from 
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egg RR ES then. arp « #4 8 | 
all ſin; it forms A Union of the wilt and affect- 


* 


ions to the divine character, counſels and g OV- 
ernment; it makes the inviſible things of *Go 
and eternity both real and influential on the 
ind it ſhows the vanity of {elf and all the 

creatures; and produces a moſt holy walk with 
Gop in obedience to all his commandments. © By 
peruling the life of thoſe”- ſaints recorded in 
ſcripture, who were eminent in faith ; we. may 
learn the nature of this grace, which is uniform 
in all who. have it. By faith they endured af. 
fliction joyfully ; were diligent in duty could 
deny themſelves and ſuffer for the cauſe of 
CHRIST ; ſet little by the riches and honors of 
the world, ſeeking the city of God, a habitation 
not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens. 
What zeal for Gop's kingdom, and weanedneſs 
from the world ! What lives of prayer and devo- 
tion ! What a love of ſouls, and holy aſpirations 


"Sax ; 


to be with CHRIS, were manifeſt in thoſe ſaints, 
who are recorded to animate our zeal, and in- 
ſtruct us in the nature of chriſtian grace. The 
faith of every true chriſtian is of the ſame nature, 
and wrought by the ſame ſpirit. It is a view of 
heaven and heavenly things, and a union of heart 
to them, which irreſiſtibly draws the believer to 
the glorious object of contemplation, ' Unleſs, 
we can find ſomething of this nature in our own 
ſuppoſed faith, we are ftill without CHRIST in the 

world and aliens from the communion of faints. 


Zdly. Oux meditation, on receiving CHRIST 
by faith, leads us to ſee the nature and guilt of 
_ THz diſbelief of heathen, finds an excufe, in 
having never heard of CHRIST and his d6Qrines ; 
but the unbelief of inſtructed people is without 
13 a 75 o 1 A 4 r ; — 3 N * 
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excuſe. That unbelief, which lives in a neglect 


of CHRIST, is the fountain of all ſin; and it is 
the very unholineſs which ſubjects ſinners, under 


goſpel light, to eternal miſery. 


It is a — of very dangerous ſecurity, not to 
feel the guilt of unbelief. The want of faith in 
CHRIST is the higheſt evidence of a wicked and 


rebellious heart. Particular ſins are but ſtreams, 


of which unbelief is the fountain. Gop comes 
to ſinful men in the goſpel of his Son, diſplaying 
himſelf in all his holineſs and grace, in his ſcheme 


of counſel and government, calling on them to 


be partakers of his holineſs and the bleſſedneſs of 
his kingdom. Unbelief is that ſtate of the heart, 


which rejects the whole, and refuſes the union of 
holineſs and love. CHRIST ſays, he that receiveth 


me, receiveth him that ſent me ; ſo that a neglect of 
J=sUs CHRIS muſt be a rejection of God. The 


only reaſon, ſinners do not feel the guilt of un- 


belief, is an ignorance of their own temper ; and 
if they ever come to themſelves, ſo as to return 


to their Father, they will know this hardneſs of 


their hearts, to be worthy of Gop's everlaſting 
diſpleaſure. That ſtate of the heart muſt be a 
very criminal one, which ſees no beauty, no pre- 
ciouſneſs in the character of CHRIS TH; no glory 
in a holy Gop and his method of grace; no love- 
lineſs in the law and goſpe ; and no obligation 
on men to ſeek the glory of God in all they do. 


This is the ſtate of all thoſe perſons, who do not 
live by faith in Jxsus CHRIST the Son of Gon. 
They mean to be ſecure and at eaſe concerning 
religion and another world. They excuſingly 
ſay, we injure no man, neither do we diſhonor 


God by any open ſin. But conſider, O ſinner, 
who art at eaſe in Zion, whether this be true. 


Is not unbelief a diſhonor to Gov ? Is it not diſ- 


honoring God, to live in ſuch a manner, as ſhows 
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a neglect of his Son, of his goſpel, of his infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs in redemption ? Does not 
a thoughtleſs life, both deny and diſapproveall the 
3 of his word and providence? An unbe- 
lieving heart, is a rejection of the divine govern- 
ment in the work of redemption, which is to the 
Lord the moſt precious of all his works. Who- 
ever intends to abſtain from aggravated immoral- 
ity, and in ſome future time, become more thor- 
ough in religion, thinking he ſhall grow no worſe 
in the ſight of Gop, is under a; great deluſion. 
He is becoming worſe, and treaſuring up wrath 
againſt the day of wrath, by neglecting the glo- 
rious Redeemer, who is worthy of eternal love 
and praiſe. Thus, a ſecure life is a great increaſe 
of guilt ; and the ſecurity, which is thought to be 
fo harmleſs, becauſe free perhaps from viſible 
crimes, is adding to the weight of guilt and ſhut- 
ting the thoughtleſs foul out of heaven. May all, 


who are now ſecure, think of this, and awake 5 


from the ſleep of death, before they are fixed in a 
ſtate, where the offers of aſſiſtance are heard no 
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The life of faith. 5 
——— 


HEBREWS x. 38. 
: N ow the juſt ſhall live by faith—. 


S epiſtle was written, at a time, when 
chriſtians were expoſed to great perſecu - 

tion. The ruling powers of the world, were bit- 
tay enemies to the doctrines of CHRISH, and the 


purity of chriſtian practice. This accounts for 


many things, in the ſacred epiſtles, defigned to 
ſupport believers under outward trials. and the 
loſs of worldly good. The apoſtles endeavoured 
to animate them, by the conſideration that they ' 
were ſuffering for Gop's cauſe. Alſo, by the 
promiſe of a peaceful enjoyment and communion 
with: their Lord, in the world to which all are 
going; and by the example of eminent ſaints, 
who, before their time, had been called to ſuffer 


for Gop. Theſe, through the efficacy of faith, 5 | 
| had acted boldly, ſuffered patiently, and given 


evidence of a ſtrength derived from heaven. 
The life of faith, in holy diligence and patience, 


* 
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when exemplified by the conduct of Gop's peo-—- 
ple, is a high evidence of the reality of religion, 
and that Gop aſſiſts thoſe who truſt in him. 
A CHRISTIAN life, eſpecially if it be attended 
with worldly difficulties, carries conviction to the 
conſcience of unbelievers. They are convinced 
of a principle in the heart, which they never felt; 
and that, in their own caſe, there is a want of 
ſomething, which it would be deſirable to have. 
A REVIEW of the faith in ancient chriſtians, 
and the effects it wrought in them, is alſo ani- 
mating to us their weaker brethren. It ſhows the 
divinity, and ſufficiency of our religion; and that 
the weakneſs of our own faith, is the only cauſe 
we ever ſhrink back from duty, and deſpair 
of the divine care. In the verſes before our text, 
the apoſtle exhorts chriſtians, to patience and 
fortitude, under the trials they were called to en- 
dure. He tells them The juſt ſball live by faith. 
Faith gives the chriſtian his ſtrength, his dili- 
gence, his boldneſs in the cauſe of Gop, his pa- 
tience and firmneſs under bitter trials, his inflow- 
ing of ſupport from CHRIST, his conſciouſneſs of 
a Gop preſent and cloathed with all perfection, 
his certainty of a ſpeedy triumph, and an end of 
his conflict by being received to the preſence of 
CHRIST. Confidering theſe things, as effects 
which flow from the very nature of faith; and 
alſo conſidering, the darkneſs, ſin and trials of 
the world in Ben we live, it may fitly be ſaid 
be yjuft ſball live by faith. s. 
Ar Ho' the pardon of fin and our acceptance 
by Gov, is graciouſly promiſed to the firſt exer- 
cife of faith; it never becomes unneceſſary for 
the chriſtian. It is as uſeful in his ſucceeding 
life, as it was neceſſary for his firſt acceptance. 
The very ſame faith, which is required for juſt 
fication ; preſerves the union with Gop through 
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CHRIST, and receives and exerts the ſtren . | 
xived from him. Faith, being continued 5 the 
quickenin ag of the Holy Spirit, and exerciſed in 
| 4 truſt and eee is the life of faith, 
which we are now to conſider. By it the an- 
cients obtained a good report; and by it we are 
to ſerve Gop in our eln, wor he ſhall 
take us to himſelf. 
THR oven the xi. chapter, the power nd of. | 
fects of faith, in a number of glorious examples, 
are deſcribed. In other places, eſpecially in his 
epiſtle to the Romans, the apoſtle Paul deſcribed 
faith as juſtifying and uniting the ſoul to Gop; in 
this place, he deſcribes it as a perſevering princi- 
ple of holy life. This principle was made'appa- 
rent, by the exerciſe of ſpiritual ſtrength, derived 
from Gov, in ſuffering for him and acting boldly 
in his cauſe. They were enabled to bear and do 
things impoſlible to depraved humanity; without 
ſuch aſſiſtance. In the inſtances recorded, the 
ſaints were enabled to truſt in the divine word 
againſt all natural appearances; to deſpiſe the 
honors and pleaſures of the world, when brought 
in competition with their duty; expoſe them- 
ſelves to the greateſt danger in honoring Gop 
and doing good; and endure the moſt e e 
tortures under the ſaw and at the ſtake. 
IN a former diſcourſe, we have Sonicare 
faith, as evidence of things not ſeen, by diſcover- 
ing to the mind the glory of Gop and his ſcheme 


of government. It is in this way, that it gives 


ſtrength both to do and to ſuffer. When a chriſ- 
tian ſees Gop preſent with him; when eternitʒß 
is made real to him; . when the connection be- 


tween time and eternity i s opened before him 


when a divine action in all things is realized and 
felt; when there is a conſciouſneſs of union with 


Almighty love and wiſdom, the weak creature 


re 
"noe a LEES 
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{200 The life of faith. Serm. XII. 
can do ali things, through Chr nals ftrengt theneth 
bim. The Lord gives ſtrength to his 3 * 
bringing himſelf in his glory, his agency and 
government into their view; and enabling them 
to feel their own union to the ſource of wy ac- 
tion. 5 | 

Tax following rs will illuſtrate the 
power of faith, in the chriſtians life. 


Iſt. By faith he. derives conſtant ſpiritual fe 
and ſtrength from J=sUs CHRIST. 
| TyzRE muſt be a daily receiving, and contin- 
and communion with the Saviour to preſerve the 
chriſtian temper, practice and joy. The firſt 
IF coming to CHRIST, begins an*intercourſe be- 
1 tween him and the ſoul, which will be eternal. 
1 He meets the believer, when coming by faith to 
receive; and from his own fulneſs, beſtows all 
ſpiritual graces, with a ſenſe of his own glory, 
- and the joy unſpeakable which follows. © 
As Gop grants his bleſſing only through 
-CHRIsT, and it is faith alone which receives him; 
it muſt of courſe be by faith, that ſpiritual mer- 
cies are received. If the chriſtian backſlides and 
ceaſes to go and receive; there is an immediate 
_ Interruption of holy exerciſe; the fight of Gop's 
glory 18 departed ; the ſenſe of his gracious prel- 
ence- is loſt ; and then eart, being left alone, is 
weak, comfortleſs, and wretched by the tempta- 
tions of the world. All this happens from an 
interruption of faith, which receives ſpiritual life 
and ſtrength from Gon. When the channel of 
receiving is ſtopped, the ſanctifying, enlightening . 
br e power of Gop ceaſes to flow 1 - 
. to the ſoul. 
_.CurisrT plainly told this truth to Ks EY $0 
To Abide in at aa 355 the 9 
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bear frat of ff, excpt.it abide in the wine : * 

more can ye, except ye in me. T am the wine, 

are the 23 He that abiderb in en 
in him, the ſame bringeth —— far with 
out me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, 
he is caſt forth as a branch, and is withered : and 
men gather them, and caſt them into the fire, and they 
are burned, This paſlage, forcibly deſcribes, the 
daily uſe of faith. The life of a chriſtian is de- 
rived. It flows forth from his Saviour Gon, and 
his faith receives the graeious aſſiſtance. His 
faith is that ſeeking which finds ; that Tnccking | 
to which entrance is given. 

Ex RRIZN CE witneſſes the truth of this de- 
ſcription, for while a believer feels his 3 
ance, and goes to Gop for life and ſtrength; 
while he is willing that Gop ſhould have the glo- 
ry of giving, he feels grace by a divine energy 
flow into his foul. He can ſay, Gop is my 
helper and my ſtrength. Unworthy as I am, 1 
feel a divine breathing into this polluted temple, 
and my ſoul aſcends in adonidiagy and praiſe. 


Perhaps, faith never applies in this -way, without I 


ſome ſenſible return, of communicated grace from 

the Redeemer, who is che way and the life fh 

pos 
By this communion from above, 2 general 

ſanctification is promoted; all holy exerciſes" in- 

—_ and ths. converlation is in 75 
N Eg 


| -adly By faith, the chriſtian has n Nat 
apprehenſion of a preſent Gop, and is familiar. 
ifed in his meditations, to the things of the — 
to come. It has already been deſcribed, how his 
faith becomes evidence of things not ſeen, by dif- - 
Covering the glory of — 7525 objects, which max 


n 


* 


22 ie of fit : Serm. XII. 
be e be called the . and irreſiſtible "briflian 


evidence. This evidenas, preſented to the mind, 


produces an habitual apprehenſion of a preſent 


| Jefovan. As Gop appears to come near, eter- 


nity with every thing great and glorious, which 
is revealed concerning it, approaches with him. 
Is the natural ſun ariſing, ſpreads glory over the 
of creation; ſo; the riſing of the ſun of 


righteouſneſs, in an apprehenſion of his near preſ- 
ence, diſcovers the reality of the moral ſyſtem; 


that theſe moments of time, are ſurrounded with 
an eternity paſt and future; and the glory of 
omnipotence, becomes a reflected light from all 
his works of creation, providence and redemp- 
tion. The ſoul feels the anne deſcription, 
« How.dreadful is this place . T his is none. ather but 
the houſe of God, and this is the gate of beawens 
18 and the —_— of Gop, become NO 
215 a 

Ir was Sy hs this. Gght of Gon by faith, that 

avid faid, © Thou knowsft my  dewn:ſitting,. and - 


mine up-ri ifa ing, thou undenandeſ my 32 = 


off. | Thou compaſſe/t my path and. my hing down 


and art acquainted with. all my æuayt. There is — 
a vord in ny tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou. knows/? it 


altogether. Thou haſt beſet me poking and before, and 

laid thine hand upon me.—If I aſcend into heaven, 
thau art there if I make my bed in hell, ' behald, than 
art there. If I take the wings. of | the morning, and 
dwell in the uttermaſt parts of the ſea ; even thers 
* ſhall thy hand lead me, a. thy right hand ſhall bold = 
me. 7 1 jay, ſurely the darkneſs ſball cover. me 
even the night ſhall be light about me. He con- 
cludes the deſcription by expreſſing his happineſs: 
in this ſenſe of the divine preſence, -** How pres, 


- 


* * N a unto 228 0 Gon! =_ 5 


: "3 * . 4. N 7 
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they are Rwy in bade then the nd - hes T 
dorke, Tam till with thee.” | es" 
Tus ſenſe of the divine preſence, 2 che l re⸗ 

ality and glory of the inviſible world always ac: 
companies the life of faith. It is one principal 
tking which diſtinguiſhes the children of 858 
from other people, and is generally proportioned 
to their degree of faith. When it is in low exer- 
ciſe, inviſible things do but glimmer on them'; 
fenſe prevails ; temptations attack, and too often 
Svercome; their armour is gone, and for a ſeas 
fon they are led captive by the powers of ſin. 
When Faith. is in high exerciſe, and open to re- 
ceive from the divine fountain; all-in the ſoul, 
on . and Tg from Gan and WE) arow 


1 0 ' $2.4 | « - 5 : 2 


” Tun 1 effects in 10 delever of - 
Gon s being made thus preſent to him are very 
glorious.” He hath meat to eat, of which the 
men of the world are ignorant. The glory of 
Gov, ſhining through every object around him, 
is his happineſs.—Al] things, conſi dered as part 
of the divine plan, appear to be right. He is 
willing the government ſhould be the Lord's. 
His duty is, alſo, his pleaſure, —He' feels himſelf 
to be upheld. by Almighty power and goodneſs; 
x power near at hand? and not afar oft, in which 
he lives and is moved. 

How different, in reſpect i6Þ OT are as 
conditions. of thoſe who live by faith'in — 
and of ſuch as reject him by unbelief. is 

made happy, by a ſenſe of the divine e 3 

the other is filled with dread. - One receives 


ſtrength from Gop; the other with trembling,” 


tries To fly, but ſinks in his own weakneſs. -- One. 


riſes to meet the opening proſpects of eternity, 


. and a moxe near IT to the throne * God; 


> 
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135 the o other retires from them, as the moſt dreaded 
: of all dect. 


gdly. By faith, the chri inan fees and rejoices 
in the providence of Gop, which Irrefiſtidly di- 
recks all events that will ever take place. 

TE providence of Go is a glorious truth. 
\ti is a ſubject, either full of doubts and gloom to 
men; or of clearneſs and joy. In each caſe; it 
is according to the moral ſtate of their hearts. 
No fubjet Fai excited more doubts, fears, joys, 

and paths. While ſome confider the doQrine, 
premonitory of their future wretchedneſs; oth- 
ers, eſteem it a truth in which heaven and earth 
dught to rejoice, and the ſure baſis of ereated 
'blefſedneſs. It is not ſtrange, that unholy crèa- 
| *tures contend with the univerſal providence of a 
holy Gop, and try to diſbelieve. It is a truth 
oppoſed to their wiſhes'; which aſſures the down- 
fall of vice, and its votaries; and an end to the 
eaſures of ſin. Theſe pleaſures are permitted 

r a ſeaſon, that the downfall may be more con- 
ſpicuous, and the glory of holineſt more com- 
pleat. Not only a os of evil to come; but al- 

2 difreliſh of leading principles in the ſupreme 

nme and an . of its beauty; will 
make bad men oppoſed to the doctrine of an uni- 
verſal providence, by which alk events are effi- 
ciently determined. They ean ſee no glory in 
"this government, and the mind will wy to Gifbe- 
"eve that, in which it ſees no glor rt. 
Tux wiſdom of God, in his nes is an 
I unfarhomable deep to angels and men. He does 
god, in a way ſo much above the higheſt crea- 
ted intellect, that there will be the myſteries of 
© providence, even to the holy. They are often 
"obliged to follow God by faith, in cloudy and 
9 . 8 will be 


I M4 4 6 #4. 

Ir this-be, hes __ in AY 5 WT. 
is weak; what cavils. and doubts may we not ex- 
pect in che wicked, who both fear and diſreliſn 


the providence of Jenovan, and ſee no 
in its operations. Sometimes they will doubt ; 
ſometimes they will deny; and at all times feel 
| oppoſed. Seeing no glory of Gop around them, 
they think he is at a diſtance, and are tormented 
between doubting, fearing, and the power, of 
temptation acting on their inbred cor 
This life of unholineſs muſt be a miſerable one; 
for tho' the creature needs a Gop to uphold and. a 
providence to keep him, he dreads to receiye either 
.as truth; If he would da honeſt, to obſerve. his 
- own feelings, he might find in them the embty jo 
- exiſtence of- that hell, which 1 is threatened 1 in t ze 
ture word of en ee 1735 PIER” 
How bleſſed! is that * . whit 
1detights; in the principles of divine government! 
How excellent the grace which ſees the preſence 
of Gov's irreſiſtible providential power, and can 
rejoĩce in it . -Here the believer, by his life 
faith, is made bleſſed, confirmed againſt . 
ing, and reconciled to what takes plage. From 
an apprehenſion of the divine preſenc be knows 
there is wiſdom, though he cannot trace t z, and 


that the things, which appear dark to human dif- 


cernment, will be moſt for Gop's glory and the 
good of his kingdom. He has . him- 
elf to conſider à divine agency, in all that ha 
pens even the falling of a hair from the head; 
0 . bing Which he ſees, hears or feck 
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Whole appears to him the action of Gov, the great 


fixſt cauſe; who is holy, in the midſt of the un- 


dlineſs of his creatures; pure, in permitting 
m the moſt glorious motives, that which they 


do from motives the moſt baſe. and worthy. of 


puniſhment. In ſight of this providence con- 


ſtantly acting, and every where exiſtent ; binding 


all the parts of the univerſe into one moſt perfect 
plan, tending to the moſt perfect end; in ſight, 
by faith, of the glorious — bleſſed kingdom, 
which will be formed by the energy of the power 
and wiſdom that now worketh ; in fight of the 
union between things in heaven, and things on 
earth, in JEsus CHRIST the Lord, by whom all 
things were created and are named, the holy, be- 


5; Dying ſoul rejoices toiih oy unſpeakable and full of 
. $0 
in nature and grace, will give a bleſſed life on 


ry. The faith, which can ſee this providence. 
earth and net entrance into eternity. 


1 1 By faith, the ke are eas haben 
an habitual apprehenſion, of the vanity and un- 


| opting nature of all carthly things. - 


— 0 
o wt A * 


Ir. has been ſaid, that faith brings: den 124 


| a Es, of eternity into view of the mind. In 


ſight of theſe, if the heart be right, it may be 
expected that all preſent things will ſink in eſ- 
teem. Vanity of vanities, is the true deſcription 
which infinite truth and wiſdom hath given of 


the world. By this, it is not meant, that the 
preſent ſtate of things is badly adapted to the end 
deſigned by governing wiſdom, / A world, better 
adapted to the end of its exiſtence, infinite wit-. 
dom could not form; and thus the good man 
views it, therefore does not repine at what Goo 


e or think he could have ae better. 
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Still; 8 with what is to follow, themes pref. 
ent appears vain to him, in point of inherent ex- 
celleney, of duration and of power to ſatisfy the 
mind. Without undervaluing preſent good, or 
want of gratitude for what is now received, his 
ſight of another ſtate by faith, draws his affe&t. 
—5 hence to the pleaſures in heaven. He ſays, 
with truth, this is not my home; theſe idols of 
the world, are not my Gops; I long for the full 
viſion of What faith hath diſcovered, and in con- 
templation of that diſcovery, thirſt to be with 
CRI which is far better. It is this proſpe& 
by faith, which weans the diſciples of CHñͥ RIOT 
— the world, making them pilgrims and ſtran- 
gers in the earth, ſeeking a habitation, a city not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. They 
have not loſt a relfſh for happineſs, as the unholy * 
may ſuppoſe ; -but have a taſte for moral glory | 

and conan -diffewenit from this world. 
dug By ich the chriftianceary with nid 
bear affliction; eſpecially, if called to meet it in 


the ſervice of Cunnr, Sag. to o pretend his cauſe 
in the world. FAY . | 85 f 8 | > * 
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AFFLICTIONS are, « nate. + AS 8 to 
chriſtians, as to others; and they will either re- 
pinie or fink under them, if not ſupported by 4 
ficucial truſt in Gop. Natural evil, of every 
kind, is in its nature undeſirable, and: the mind 
can be reconciled to it, only by ſeeing moral 
wiſdom in the appointment. Je? was this which 
enabled one ſaint to ſay, Though he lay me I auill 

trigſt in him; and another, Althoug bthe ee 
ſhall:not. bloſſem, neither ſhall fruit bes in the vines 
The labour f the olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall 
yield; na meat; The flocks-- ſhall be cut off from the”. 
. _ AE My ne OT 9 
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- — axgjoice-in;t Lord, I will joy in the Gop 
* *wvation..”. Faith beholds N in Hop on oe 


» [receives t hens as a Father's wiſdom and og 
Asus ſet the example, who prayed, Fit be 


Mable. let this cup paſs from me, neverthels as, by 


ill but thine be done ; and his people, 
oe ſame principles, can follew him. 
„ Inxkk are ſundry conſiderations which will 
enable the afflicted chriſtian to acquieſce, yea, 
even to glory in tribulation. He feels his own 
deſert, and can kiſs the rod, as being defervedly 
appointed. He ſees Gop glorify himſelf, -and 
can joyfully ſuffer, that the Lord may be hon- 
-ored. He relies on the promiſe, that afflictions 
-Jhall purify him, and with pleaſure reads the cov- 
enant, “ If they break my ſtatutes, and keep. not my 
ndments © hon will I viſit their tranſgre Yo 
with the rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes... New- 
ertheleſs my. loving kindneſs will T not utterly = 
Item him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs io fail. 
. Covenant will 1 not break, nor alter the thing Ty 2 
gone out of my lips. Hle confiders the divine 
government as a perfect ſyſtem, e defer- 
dive nor redundant in its parts, and alt leadin 
the moſt glorious end, in Gopꝰs diſplay of 12 


— 


own nature and the creatures enjoymeènt of Him. 
„ Farrn, places even the afflicted chriſtian In 
the mount of triumph. The place of affliction is 
- often his Piſgah, and the time of ſuffering is Te 
* our of his aſcent, from whence; he. VIEWS = 
zeavenly Canaan and his Gon. , Raiſed t6 3 the 
mount by faith, with a perfect confidence in Gp 
hears and ſees the ſtorms of time beat at'fts 
Kot. Though his body is pained his mind 8 3 
,cale z. ahough the world i is his enemy, Gon: 
though his earthly proſpects are defols 
46d, he finds a Aufficient 2 Ja this trutk 
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ith i in 2 5 that this peace can be àttained. 


| Hint all the benefits of a life of faith. 1 ib th 
That duty is made eaſy and pleafant,—Fear'sf 
men is removed.—The path of duty, and the per. 
formance of it, are as a ſhining light, 
more and more "unto the perfect day,—Jrvvs is 

beheld, reigning in his'own Zion, and promotity 
his cauſe, Bk by the obegience of friends a 


the oppoſition of enemies. —The world with ita 


temptations, and the fleſh with its luſts are on- 
quered,—God is ſeen governing the nations, and 


pointing the wrath of men, who mean not ſo, to 


the completion of his glorious counſels —The 
peaceful, humble believer, is guided th 
world of turbulence and pride, until. he qui 
ne d the arms of Jevs, | 1 


Tuts ſubj ect aſt teach' the « 
guilt of chrilt ns, in the} re er 2 
clenſion. _ e 

Tuo Gon 46th not en 
final deſertion; they are often left to 


world. What ' cauſe chriſtians have to bluſh ! 


to mourn and weep for themſelves? and confeſs 


à departure from Gov.—From whence doth this 
. come ?—Is there any defect in the goſpel ſcheme 


through which they have been called Is there 


not a fulneſs, in the power and grace, which firſt 


_ raiſed them into fpiritual life Is not Go 
Faithful to his promiſe, that thoſe Who ſeek ſhall 
And Is not the way, in which they firſt went. 
to Gop for life and holineſs; ſtill open to 1 . | 
UH re freſh e of ſuch grace. 


Tr would ſurpaſs my © preſent Hmits, eden 


gb 


v6 tis called'to | 
it back - 
Hiding, to loſe their firſt love, and live too'trivch = 

conformed to the manners and ſpirit” of the 
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22 De ife 2 at Fern. X ct, 
As er] make them. faithful, holy, and aboundin 
1 — of their Lord ?—=Certainly the wad 
gy orb till reigns; Go Rill reigns, ati 
ous every prayer that is fidueially offered bs 
his name; there is ſtrength enough'in"Gop, an 
henever denied granting to the prayer of faith. 
& Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you,” of 
is a promiſe which will never be infracted. All 
this lowneſs in the duties and comforts of a chriſ- 
tian's life, ariſes from the failure of faith, Gop 
is out of ſight, the ſhining of his glory in the ſoul 
bas ceaſed, and there is no application to Teceive 
from-the fountain of ſpiritual life; conſequently, 
luſts break forth An and the world conquers. 
Tux ancient cloud of witneſſes,” who by their 
Patience, zeal and good works, ſhowed a connex- 
jon with heaven and the power of Gov acting in 
them, all lived by faith. Thus they were enabled 
to witneſs in their lives and by their death. They 
were living evidence for the power of divine 
e and the excellence of holineſs. When 
faith fails, and love waxes cold, it will not be thus; * 
and the cold, formal lives of chriſtian” profeſſors, 
will be a means of hardening ſinners in their infi- 
delity. Thus Carisr is diſhoflored, his cauſe 
Is weakened, chriſtianity is ridiculed; and chriſ- 
ktlans themſelves become a ſtumbling block, over 
Which unbelievers fall into eternal deſtruction. 
This ſtate of chriſtians is a wilful ſin; for though 
| they have not ſpiritual ſtrength in themſelves, 
there is a fountain, where it exiſts in infinite a- 
bundance, and a promiſed way of drawing! it from 
the eternal ſource. He thut abideth not in me, is 
caſt forth as a branch, and is withered. ' The mo- 
ment they leave Cnxlsr, through” whom G 
communicates his grace; the ſenſible power f 
religion in the foul will ceaſe, and viſible. duties, 
though retained, will be pra on in 2 | 
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ons. 
rod bas. viod iel ans 9 Sem . 
Ne manner. | 227 TE coral Nate han; 
the form zoitbout: the power ” 
* ſuch the admonition of CrxrisT; N 
know thy works, that thou art neither told nor but 211 
would as that vert cold or hot. 89 -then,-becauft 
then art lukewarm; and neither cold ok: Hot Tau 
ſpe thee out of, my mouth... . TOTS. 48 8 2 
Mor rrruprs, who think they: have experi- 
: ee the ſanctifying grace of Gop, are in this 
ſtate. If they think right, Gop will not leavs 
them to a final falling away; for the ſame gra 
cious power which called them from total fin; 
can reclaim from deep backſliding. But is it the 
comfort of a real chriſtian to think he ſhall in ſome 
future time be awaked from his ſleep? It was not 
thus with. CHRIST our great example. His meat 
and drink was, at the 7 time, to do the 
Father's will and glorify him. The true chrifs 
tian comfort is to be conſtant. in beholding and 
glorifying Gop. To hope without preſent Sui: 
dence is a preſumptuous thing. To hope 
out a preſent faith is hoping in the midſt of miſe- 
ry. Lam ſenſible, that unholy perſons do mor. 
conceive the true comfort of pry and this is 
one principal reaſon they think 3 ne 
Wan people; but this is not the on 
any who! think themſelves to be chriſtians. 
really unhappy: In a ſtate of backſliding i they 
halt between two opinions. They know the 
Porld will not ſatisfy, and are afraid to mingle 
unreſtrainedly with its pleaſures; and at the ſome 
time, are ſo lukewarm, ſo weak in faith, as cuts 
them off from the happineſs of ſenſible. commun, 
ion with Go D. This is indeed a. joyleſs ſtate, 
which, is often diſcovered and ET by the 
ungodly, as evidence againſt the excellence; of 
Pet lh ought. not to be thus. Chriſtians 
* ht to ſhow they are happy in their 3 
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„ OOO STOLEN 3 
ur they nover can do this without the life 


be declenſion which  diſhonors CHRis- * 
doth alſo wound their own fouls. EE 
SUCH backſliders ought not to expect the fup- | 


| * rting preſence of God in the hour of dea 
has, 


ſometimes, been thought ſtrange, that 


among thoſe who are hoped to be ſincere, there 


are ſo many inſtances, in which their death bed 
is deprived of the high comforts of religion. 
But it muſt be that a life low in Rich, 
will be followed by a death of the ſame kind. 
Infinite wiſdom, in particular inſtances, may vary 
from his general manner of diſpenſing. There 
may be reaſons for a life of eminent faith to be 


left in darkneſs at death, and for a great back- 


llider to be filled with triumphant joy; but this 
is not common. The frequent imparture of 
high comforts in death, to thoſe who have el 
by in faith, would be too great evidence im fav 

chriſtian deficiency ; and take off from natu- 
tal fear, which the wiſdom of God improves in 
exciting men to Gilgence'} therefore it may not 


he expected. | 
Ker the people of G0 endeavoli Wheel ther 

c defects, their weakneſs, their nerd of 'con- 

communication from CHRIS NWO is the 


Way, and the life, Let them look HiHediately te 


o to "increaſe their love and faith „An with - 


ance, look directly to him who | 
tulneſs, knowing that it is Gop * 


* vill and to do. AER. „ 'oaT | 
5 h & 01.387 
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Tan gal nende, your own S YerY: 
- your daings: that "were not good, ag ages 
FJaurſelues in your own fight wiki 
and for | r abominatians, . 


1 is known. that the, TR, are a —— | 
by Gop, For their diſobedience, and eſpe- 
cially for their rejection of the Meſſiah, the awful 
denunciations n the prophecy of Moſes, have = 
deen long in execution. | As he foretold, they ate 
ſcattered among the nations of the whole rid 
and have ſuffered incredible miſeries by the hands 
of other men. 
Tuo we hope theys; period of miley i is draw: 
ing to a cloſe, the curle a to be ſtill in 
force; and it is a wonderful evidence, for the 
truth of the chriſtian ſcriptures. Gop hath told 
us, in the word of prophecy, there ſhall be limits 
to this ſtate of puniſhment ; when the Jews, to- 


gether with te fulneſ of the * , | 
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Hall be unltedl in che peaceable; boy, gloriou J 

and everlaſting kingdom of CxrisT. 

FW HEN the converſion of that people happens; 
will be as eminent in their zeal for the Re- 


deemer, as they have been for their oppoſition 


and bitterneſs to his cauſe. Their reſtoration is 
alſo foretold, in ſuch language, as implies they 
tall be gathered into the ſame land which was 
given to Abraham, and which their fathers, for 
. poſſeſſeu. 

Tux particular events leading to a recovery 
of their former country, and its complete accom- 
pliſhment ; are either untold, or expreſſed in a 
prophetic manner difficult to be underſtood be- 
fore it is unfolded by the fulfilment. ” The reſto- 
ration of that people, with its accompa nying cir- 
cumſtances, will be the completion o long 
cham. of, evidence for the truth of revealed 2 5 

This began in the calling of the patriarch. 


eee and hath been, and will continue to 
be carried on, in the events happening to his 


family, and in Gop's dealings with them; until 


they are brought to the laſting poſſeſſic on ag the, 


— earthly inheritance. The concluding. 
evidence will be the greateſt. It will be attend - 


ed with events moſt aſtoniſhing to mankind, and! * 


moſt convincing that IEHOVAH is God, and his 


ining of an eventful 


.Wz:arem the be 


. * 1 - 
* * 
N 
ö rio 


in which the ſcheme of divine evidence 15 h . 
own truth, is rapidly diſcloſing by the * 
exents that now are, and will 1 Joon h . 
conformable to the predictions of his word; 
mong theſe, the converſion and recal of the Jew Jow 
toxheir ancient land, vill be a privcipat event? 


m_ 
B99 PRE MH oF 68 
5 "ARE of this. FREY? ak the temper 


Which wy * return to Gop is cbnrained 2 | i 


* vangelica re. 213 
"We ada FO Which the text is taken“ 'By 
his prophet”, Gop defcribes their diſperſion/z — 
reat diſnonor they ſhould do to his name; 
heir conduct among the people where 
ſhould be carried; and IR lets them arne 
that after this, for his name and mercy's ſake, he 
would bring them to repentance and be their 
Gop. And that as the judgments: they ſuffered; 
magnified his juſtice, his holineſs and * — of: 
fin ; ſo their repentance and return would honor: 
his grace, and teach the children of ment _ 
exceeding riches of his mercy... 

Hx is very particular in telling them, 4 Nor: 
or your ſakes will I do this, O houſe: of Iſrael, be it 
known unto you ; but for my own great-name's ſake?®: 
I will do it for my own honor; the honor of m 
grace; and that men may every where know, Þ 
am. the Lord of the whole earth, and can direct 
national events with as much ow L ordain the: 
condition, of individuals... dig. bs ce 

Tu honor of his ſovereignty, and acting in! 
all things for his glory —— — s ſake, is hat 

Gop every where, claims, in his word and in 
his government he is careful to maintain it 
Creation flowed forth from his will, and muſt 
forever be governed accordi 8 ol 
cpu}. of unereated wiſdom. 


Ir i is re uired, as. „ of merey to fin- 
ner 1 that they be willing to depend on — * 
grace; and when 3 to evangelical r 
ance, they. rejoice to have it ſo. This may — | 
10 en from the deſcription of repentance found 
in the text. 1 he verſe deſcribes, what the pen 
tent. feelings. of 1ſrael will be, after t 
claimed by the gracious power of God, and look 
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Lr us improve aſe: edits Pg bon las 
Krusten in the nature of a gracious repentance; 
and then collect from the text, ſome marks of 
trial, whether we have finceraly repented dens 
G80. N 
I. Wr inquire the nature of evangelical or fa- 
Ang repentance. 

As we are, in our own caſe, e expoſed to miſtake, 
chere being many affections of the mind, which in 
ſome refpets reſemble holy exercife z we ſhould 
labour for diſtinguiſhing ideas of that repentance 
towards Gop, to which final ſalvation is prom- 
"Hed. We may do much, which appears like the 
fruit of repentance to thoſe who are obſi 
us, and may be ſo eſteemed by ourſelves; while 
vit doth not thus appear to God, the great and 
© omniſcient” judge of hearts. We may think 
| 5 about our being ſinners; may take much 
ains to find what is called ſinful by the law of 
30D ; may be afraid of fin; may with great a- 
tation of ſpirit mourn that we have tranſgreſ. 
may be convinced that every violation of 
the living law is unreaſonable, and on 
of public juſtice, expoſes us do puniſhment; all 
this may ve, without ſuch repenunee as is requi- 
red by Jrsus CENIT. 
| Tas .connexion between ſin*and' 7 todo. 
well known, and has been feſt ſo long; there' 
ger, through this 'aflockitiort®o ) 
un Ing we loathe ſin, Wh Ahe abhor retice 
ariſes, entirely from the miſery Rirat 4s" 


* times difficult, f in our own 1 caſe, to ditingulſh 


7 


12 


and the evangelical — 25 Tee. 
termine this, we ought often to inquire of gur 
hearts, why is ſin ſo evil a thing? And — 4 
we feel oppoſed to it? If the only anſwer we can 
obtain of our on bearts is this; that hereby we 
are perſonally expoſed to pain, affliction, and the 
death of the body; and that Gon, a being of 
ſuch power as we cannot overcome, denounces 
his anger to purſue us in time and through eter- 
nity; it is no evidence of a gracious mourning 
for ſin.— All this may be, with hearts oppoſed to 
the divine character. All this may be, without a 
ſupreme love of Gop, and with ſuch a. reliſh of 
heart, as would commit ſin e Seed if 
| "hl penalty were removed. 

Inu repentance: has relpect to the en 
| ane and perfection of Go, which creates an 
obligation on all creatures to love and ſerve. him, 
and abſtain from every thing, by which he is dif- 
honored and his — ied, David, in 
the hour of penitence, and in contemplation of a 
- fin, which was the higheſt outrage.ypon purity 
and the juſtice! due to men; ſtill confeſſed to 
God, again thee, thee only have I ſinned. A 
of violated obligation to God, and of the diſhan- 
or done to his name, ſwallowed up all other con- 
-Giderations of mourning. He was not inſenſihle 

of the injury done his ſubjects, and the church; 
but injury done to Gop, pierced him with the 
| deepeſt forrow. Holy Job thus deſcribes his 
on repentance. I have heard of thee by tlie beur. 
ing the ear, but now mine eye ſeeth thee ; | where- 
fore Iabbor myſelf @nd repent in duſt and 
. ar ſight of — and fenſe- of violated - 
_ »Obagatior to, 0 were l the cauſe 47 
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| thoufand fold more deſcriptive. 98155 than 
| confeſſing his vileneſs before Gov... 25 


| gia repentance, ariſes from the motive & ſor- 


Wes Us it were let. to the 1 85 | 
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i ts, 19 whe of the "iq 


ann, Rom t 3 


1 fin, tata | 
5 9 the en 5 


es evan PTY penitent, FRY 1 ſelfiſh 
DIE beholds an infinite Gop, glorious, in ho- 
lineſs and worthy of all obedience, . He. beholds 
a ſcheme of creation and created good, to which 
all ſinful principles and practice are oppoſed. —A 


law, juſt and good, which forbids tranſgreſſion; 
a ſupreme government of the whole, conducted 
in infinite reaſon, and aiming at great and eternal 


good. In view of theſe, his ſin appears great be · 
yond deſcription. It ſeems to him more . baſe 


than finite conception can comprehegd; As is the 


deepneſs of mourning for a firſt born; ſuch, 15 
the depth « of ſorrow, for his own. vilenels and in- 
gratitude. The affliction of his ſoul is of ſuch a 
nature, as withdraws his thoughts from an appre- 


henſion of danger to himſelf, and fixes them on the 
ez of 6 ang abe n gail of 


oppoſing a glorious Con hea fin.is thus ap- 
prehended, there is onfeſling it to 
be an infinite evil. AE 7 of; a Contradict- 


ing heart are ad al alt 3 The diſputatious philoſo- 


L <4 2 


pay of of men * 6 OO ating deſcriptions are 
e peni 


baniſhed. ent wiſhes for Words, of a 


hae | 
14 in 


21 i018 31a 2 


ONE great difference, between legal and evAle. 


man language contains, that he PAY. 


* 


w. . In both, there is a ſorrow for ſin ; though 
ie two ſtates of the heart from which: they pro- 
ccd, are in direct moral oppoſition, and ene dif; 
likes, i in the moſt eſſential reſpe the other 


bets one' 000 be à hel 1070 dle 2 "Place the 
greateſt and moſt unholy ſinner on a death be 
tet him know he is going direct! 7 before a 
Gov, who is oppoſed to fim, and will) puniſt Nin 
in a very extreme degree; let him belieye 
there is a place'of torment, and that death will 
be his entrance into it; and he cannot refrain 
ſorrowing that he hath ſinned. In the Rong 
of agitation, it is not probable he will diſti 
between x hatred of fin, and a hatred of 1 15 Y 
and thus ſuppoſe himſelf a ſincere mourner be- 
fore Gov: It is on this account, that a death- 
bed repentance i is ſo open to be ſuſpected of i W 
ſincerity, if there hath been no previous peni- 
tence. In moſt ſuch inſtances, if the proſpect o 
immediate danger ceaſes, the mourning for fn 
and the imagined diſlike of it are felt no more. 
The reſcued finner returns to his vice with new. 
eagerneſs. In ſuch caſes, we have 15 reaſon to 
ſuppoſe theres repentance towards G OD. Pain 
and loſs: are the thing lamented; and if there 
could be à way to avoid theſe, he mourning foul | 
would mourn no longer.. —_ _ 
"Tr" is not thus with the gracious penitent. "His 
heart is right—ſin is contrary to his talte—the; 
thing itſelf is unpalatable. * There f. 
danger and pain to make him ſee its 'unreaſona-. 
ble nature. He laments the diſhonor done 
a glorious Gop, and condemns the cauſe of it, 
and ean'condemn himſelf, as read, as he would 
Ather. n | 
Titz difference of motive, in theſe two o ſtates ” 
the pers is eaſily conceived by all true penit- 
1 "but ſuch is the blindneſs of i i wee 
that ha Mags are” ſome caſes of great obduracy, in 
which it is hard to r even a eee | 
deſcription of the * 5 
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ber your own evil ways, and your 


ſlbexamination, which are mee 00 
LS 
ye rementh+ 


* 3 if LICELG 


to: 1 FE the tons it is ſaid cc then ſhall 


were not good.” "Thoſe who are brought 
ſaving repentance, are diſpoſed to look n an 
their own ways, and hide nothing from en 
h own em. 4 OY; S261 4 EW ls bir 
x CLI BASS 


A LEGAL repentance mithoa to ch and ſee 


no more of fin and its evil, than will barely fuf. 


fice for ſafety. Fear is the principle of action, 
and an eſcape from danger is the object ſought. 
When there is a ſuppoſition of ſafety, this point 


being gained, there is an end of the ſearch * and : 


it becomes more pleaſing to forget and throw a 
veil of oblivion, than to ſearch deep 
heart, or by remembrance look back on nr 


doings that were not good. 


Ix an evangelical bepentance: de n 
right, ſin itſelf is feared and would be LOSE 


| though no perſonal danger attended. It is fear 
ed on account of its date nature, and its injuriouſ- 


neſs to Gop and his kingdom. Yo be freed 
from unholineſs is a reigning deſire in the ſoul, 
and for this purpoſe, it becomes ; neceſſary to look 
deep into the heart, and examine motives, de- 
fires and ends to look back, remembering old 


habits, diſpoſitions and actions. A deſire of 
turning the eye from our ſins, and of extenuating 


them, ceaſes. Their number and aggravations are 
Fought out diligently. 
eſt prayer, to aſſiſt in the examination; and his 
pure, omniſcient ſpirit is invoked for ald. Thie 
prayer of David is often made,“ fearch me and try 


me, A Ae 


II. I AM to n 1 for trial and 


LING 


into the 


God is beſought, by earn- 
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germ. XUE Evangelical repentance 


Tun ſpiritual mourner fer fin; oſten eompar. 
his thoughts, words and actions with the holy | 

law—with goſpel precepts—and with the Sav- 
iour's holy life ;. that he may know the extent of 
his own ſin. When by * he ſees any fin; 
not before diſcovered-; though he mourns for 
the evil, he rejoices in the knowledge of it, that 
he may confeſs to Gop and purify himſelf, This 
will 1405 take place, in that repentance, which 
is accompanied with a love of Gop and diſlike 
of fin. Although a love of danger and miſery 
is not natural to men, and in no caſe a ay: yet 
the eſcaping of danger, is but a ſmaller 1 2 
with the evangelical penitent. In a le 
pentance danger excited him, and he wi edi ob 
know only ſo much, either of his paſt or — — 
fin, as was abſolutely neceſſary for aneſcape. 
When holy mourning ſucceeds the bs al fear, 
danger is TS leſs 9 off, and Pn exceed- 
ing Finfulneſs of ſin becomes a burden en the 
heart; tears of grief guſh from theeye,.fariha- 
e been ſo impenitent and baſgGme. 
+ THEN, Gop was feared as coins judge; 
| now, he.i is feared as a being ſo excellent and 
worthy, that it is evil beyond deſcription to ast 
him, - Then, — aa was feared: becauſe 
it us a penalty annexed to it, and a tetror ot the 


penalty ſtung the mind; now, it is fearedʒ on al- 


count of holy obligation, whales: CY Riad 
ing on all creatures. ure} 


Ir is not ſtrange that a marking with this ſtate 


"ol heart, ſhould be willing to look deep—tolagk . 


over a whole life and go 


back far as memory 


can help, that all may be „ before Gon. 
When of another temper, he feared divine om - 
niſcience, left his ſin ſhould be known; now he 


rezajoes in mn . . chat Gon wy | 
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p22 Evangelical repentance. Serm. XIII. 


— 


ſee and coverte to Hinds; ſe extent of b cor- | 


Faber t 411 ine nne 3003 
A A; HOLY r -reprtance - is n 80 with felt : 
91555 Le ſhall loathe yourſelves i in our own 


fight, he your iniquities and your abominationt. 


TRUx holinels is, in all reſpects, different from 
the ſinful temper, which 1s natural to men. 


t 1 A 


Lorne himſelf, is a paradox to n natur! 
al man, and having no experience, he thinks it 


muſt be a miſerable ſtate. Self is his lawgiver 


and Gop ; and ſfelf-advancement the rule by 
which he meaſures Tight and wrong, loathſome- 
neſs and agreeableneſs. Let the idol of ſelf be 
thrown down, and the true Gop throned in the 
affections, in this reſpect, all things become new. 
Reaſon and judgment are ſet at liberty, and the 
moſt  Gop-exalting doctrines and duties e 
moſt excellent to the min. 

Tun mourner in Zion 5608 that Gori is gloria 
ous, in being oppoſed to his former character, 
and that all good creatures, by their averſion to 
his former temper and delights, give the higheſt 
evidence of the rectitude of their own hearts. 
Even, if Gop had prepared no puniſhment for 
ſin; the ſpiritual mourner, in kvely exerciſe of 
repentance, would determine it better to ceaſe 


exiſtence, than to remain forever with o baſe 


and unjuſtifiable a diſpoſition. © 71+ 4 © 
-.:To this 4 ye of penitential ferltugs it 
may be objected. If repentance, in its nature, 
implies ſ cad loathing, the goſpel e a3 comps al- 
ways be an unhappy perſon. i ice to nt 5 


\ 
; 0 $a 2 1 >; 
4 «#4: » #7 Lt $ 


T0 which! reply, this is an TR gs 5 
will never be made by thoſe, who have experi- 
enced the grace of repentance in their own hearts. 


Serm. XIII. 2 2 


Fan "= 
The ſelf-loathing- mentioned, is not a loathing of 

their own exiſtence, or any 'of the natural 5 
ers, faculties and capacities Gop hath given 
them. Exiſtence, ſimply conſidered, is always 
deſirable; and it is the perverſion of it, which 
to holy minds becomes an object of "diſlike. 
Penitents are not made perfectly holy, and ſo far 
as they find ſin reigning in them, they muſt be 
unhappy; ; for ſin is the affliction of a chriſtian. 
It is not proper to call this the unhappineſs of 
repentance; for if the chriſtian were made per- 
fect by the ſanctifying power of divine grace, int 
a loathing of his former corruptions he would be 
perfectly bleſſed. It is the remainder of ſin, and 
not the loathing of it; which makes unhappineſs, 
in the preſent ſtate of Gop's people. Thole, 
who have experienced this ſtate of mind, will 
readily - anſwer, our: dee, on account 
ſin, is ſo far from makin 7 us miſerable; that it 
is a neceſſary ingredient o a blefſedneſs, the moſt 
pure and perfect we ever enje ed. Our fin is 
our unhappineſs; but our ſelf-loathing is Our 
comfort. We fects a conſciouſneſs of De, right,” 
ſo far as we can abhor remaining tranſgre ky 

To be a ſpiritual mourner, 3 very Po 
exceeding peaceful ſtate: of mind; and aceompa- 
niedd with that light of Gop's countenanee, Which 
gives joy unſpeakable and full of glory; 24 

 Lrosx, who have not true religion, often think 
a life of piety to be an unhappy one. To them 
it is inconceivable, how others can be happy in 
ſpiritual duties, in thinking ſo much of Gov, and 
in worſhipping him ſo often. As they do not , 
think of another world, except when driven 
terrors of conſcience, they are ready to think pi- 
ous people muſt be driven by ſimilar terrors, and 
therefore muſt be- miſerable; herein is a great” 


miſtake, for pious people are drawn by love, and 
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224 ,* Evangelical repentance. Bert, XIII. 


_ 


3 


not forced to duty by terrors of conſcience. The 


Heart of one is wholly different from the other. 
A love of Gop, will make a life of conſecration 
to him, in the duties of religious obedience, a 
very pleaſant one. As God is, in his nature, 
more excellent than the creatures ; ſo the happi- 
neſs of ſerving him, will be greater and far more 
fatisfying, than any enjoyment of the creatures. 


By this ſubje& we ought to examine ourſelves. 
Truth is of little ſervice to us, without an imme- 
diate application to the ſtate of our own hearts. 
Examination diſcovers us to ourſelves. Dowe re- 
member our evil ways and our doings which were 


not good ? Do we look deep into our own hearts, 


and encourage conſcience to ſpeak freely, that 
the worſt of our caſe may be diſcovered? Do 
we loath ourſelves for our iniquities againſt a ho- 
ly Lord God ? Doubtleſs miſery is diſguſtful; 
but this is not enough, and is noevidence ofa good 
eſtate, May the Lord, of his infinite mercy, en- 


9 


Kingdom. AMEN. 


lighten, ſanctify and prepare us for his heavenly 
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H ERMON XIV. : = 


The objects of chriſtian love. 


I JOHN iv. 16. | 
HH that uelleth in love, Jwelleth i in ; Cor . 


IN this ſtate of fin our minds are not ad 6 e. 
nough to attain the moſt juſt notions of dis 
vine things. Through the derben of ſin, we. 

are hindered from ſuch doctrinal knowledge as - 
all would have, if our hearts were right. This 
jects, which are really within the reach of mens 
finite underſtanding; we often remain in ſpecu- 
lative ignorance, through the influence of a bad 
heart, on the faculty of underſtanding and judg- 
ment. There is no object, to which the ſinful 
mind is more powerfully blinded by an evil heart 
of ſin, than the KiNGDoM oF HOLINEss, This 
kingdom is infinite, for God the head of it is ſo 
in his own nature ; and the created parts, though - 
not in their own nature infinite, are the emana- 
tion of infinite action, energy, power and wiſdom 
from the creator. They are a finite ena, which 
will glorify an infinite eauſe. 


1 


226 The obyedts of chriſtian love. Serm. XIV. 
'Tars kingdom of holineſs, containing Go 
himſelf and his intelligent creation, is the object 
of holy love. This object, though it can never 


be comprehended by creatures; to thoſe who 


obtain a true ſight of it, exceeds in glory, and 
they perceive themſelves filled with bleffedneſs 
by the enjoyment. Even a partial fight brings 
conviction into the mind, that the object, though 
not comprehended, in its nature, 1s the greateſt 
poſſible ; and that a full ene would be 
perfect bleſſedneſs. 

Ir is this kingdom of holineſs, united in moral 
character, which is held up as an object of love 
by the revelation which we have from heaven. 
Conformable to this is the command, Thou ſhalt 
51 the Lord thy Gob, with all thy heart, with all 

thy firength, and with all thy mind ; and thou Malt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf. 

'Gop and our neighbour compoſe this kingdom, 
A love of Gop and our neighbour is the whole 
law—and a perfect compliance, 1 is e in 


Holineſs. 


By attending to the word Love, in the exten- 
five uſe made of it by the ſacred writers, it is ap- 


parent, they meant the whole of that, in which 
*norality or holineſs of character, temper and ac- 
tion conſiſt. Gop is love, and in this is his whole 


worthineſs. If this be his nature; his law, goſ- 
pel, government, and every true expreſſion of 


Himſelf muſt be the ſame. Love is the fulfilling of 
Hir Iaw, and therefore nothing more will be re- 


quired from any of his creatures, be their powers 
of acting what they may. The perpetuity of this 


in angels is their ſtanding in holineſs; and the 


reſtpral of it to men, through the goſpel, is their 
chriſtian perfection. He that dwelleth in love, 


 dwelleth in Go Every one that leveth is born of 
Gop—Thele paſſages, deſcribe Gop as the ſource, 


* 


Serm. XIV. The object of chriſtian love. 2 27 
from which holineſs proceedeth into the hearts 
of his creatures; and the exerciſe of it, as a moral 
union with him and his kingdom. The phraſe, 
dwelling in God, is expreſlive to the greateſt de- 
gree, and deſcribes the higheſt union that the 
nature of Gop and creatures can admit. One 
being dwelling in another, muſt imply every thing 
| ſhort of an abſolute identity of exiſtence; and 
ſuch is the goodneſs of JIEHOVAH, that he gives 
his holy creatures, every thing except his own 
unalienable nature and rights. W 


TAE words of our text, He that dwelleth in love, 
dioelleth in Gop, may therefore be conſidered, as 


4. deſcribing both the chriſtian's character and the 


objects of his affection. It is to the laſt of 
theſe it will be applied in the following diſcourſe. 
In character, he is ſo far conformed . to'DgiTY 
- himſelf as a creature can be to an infinite. erea- 
tor; and in the objects of his affection and 
choice there is a complete ſameneſs. Dwelling 


in God, is chooſing him in his whole Gopygap, .- - 


and in all his counſels and works. According to 
the degree of knowledge communicated, in the 
perfectly holy creature, there is as complete a 
union of intereſt and will, as there is between the 
Father and the Son. 7 1 . 


. . - Tyro' the weakneſs of human conception, the 
glorious kingdom of holineſs muſt be viewed by 
us in its parts, as they ſucceſſively come before 
the underſtanding. The great object of holy af- 
fection, muſt by us be conſidered as a number of 
objects, connected in the counſel of Gop, but of 
the ſame holy nature. A union to theſe objects 
by love, is a ſufficient proof we belong to God 

and his kingdom. 3 * 
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228 The objetts of chriſtian love. Serm. XIV. 
1. Gop himſelf is the object of ſupreme chriſ. 
tian affection. | _ 
Hs is the fountain of excellent being, to whom 
all love is due, and the excellence of the ſtreams 
is communicated from him. In the fervor of 
devotion Alaph ſaid, © Whom have I in heaven 
but thee ? And there is none on earth that I defire 
beides thee. In the divine character, as he hath 
deſcribed himſelf by his works and word, every 
thing appears amiable to a good heart. All the 
attributes of his glorious nature; all the coun- 
ſels of his infinite wiſdom; and all the energy of 
his action in creating, governing and redeeming, 
delight the ſoul. Divine lovelineſs is a center 
on which the affections reſt, with a full ſatisfac-. 
tion; ſo that nothing can be wanted nor any 
thing added. This is meant by the command- 
ment, T hou ſhalt love the Lord thy Gop with all 
#hy heart, with all thy ſtrength, and all thy mind. 


Tuco' the divine eharacter is diſcovered to us 
by the creatures, the heart doth not reſt in theſe ; 
but aſcends through them as a medium of diſcov- 
ery, up to Gop himſelf, and rejoices exceeding 
ly in his glory. All the divine perfections, wiſ. 
dom, truth, juſtice, mercy and forbearance are 
loved with the ſame intenſity of affection. This 
love is of that kind which produces obedience 
and ſubmiſſion; fo that when it is in exerciſe, trials 
do not cauſe impatience or a wiſh to have the di- 
vine nature and will changed.  Gop is omnipo- 


tent and his glory fills every place, ſo that thus 
dwelling in Gop by love, mult be a ſtate of great 


peace., ; 


2dly. Taz revealed law is an object of chriſtian 
love. There are many expreſſions of this in the 
holy ſcripture. O how I love thy law, I meditate 
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on it day and night. The law of thy mauth is better 
than gold. I delight in thy law. The law of the 
Lord is perfect converting the ſoul. I behold von- 
drous things out of thy law. All who are good, 
will unite in theſe deſcriptions, and this is a rea- 
ſon why the holy ſcriptures are read with ſuch 
pleaſure. They exhibit the moral command- 
ments which are a chief obje& of holy love. 
The revealed law promotes two important pur- 
poſes. It teaches our duty to Gop and men, 
and deſcribes to us the divine character; fo that 
the good mind will repair to the law, both to 
know what he ought to be, and to behold the 
Lord. mw 


IN this reſpect, there is a great difference be- 
tween the ſinner and the ſanctified. The fins 
ner reads the ſcriptures, only to know how he 
may eſcape danger; the ſanctified to find, be» 
hold and adore their heavenly king. 
Ir is difficult to ſuppoſe any perſon a true 
chriſtian, who daily neglects the ſcriptures, If 
God be loved ſupremely and the heart, delight 
in him as its chief treaſure; if it be pleaſant to 
meditate on the unſearchable riches of his glory, 
and conceive of him, as according to his own in. 
finite knowledge he hath deſcribed himſelf, how 
can ſuch an one neglect the written law? In this 
the Lord makes himſelf preſent to us—brings in- 
finite wiſdom down to the apprehenſion of feeble 
and blind finners—deſcribes his goodneſs, with 
all the diverſification of moral excellence, into 
which it ſpreads—and reveals to us the greatend 
of infinite action. Receiving the law with love, 
is dwelling in love, which is dwelling in God; 
and 1s evidence of holineſs prepared to enter into 
the joys of the eternal kingdom in the preſence 
of God forevermordſedſ. 
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2 . © The objetts of chriſtian love. Serm. XIV. 
zaly. Jzs8vs CHRIST, the Son of Gop and fon 
, 5 man, in the fulneſs of his mediatorial charac- 
ter, is a chief object of chriſtian love and e 
ration. 
O him, the holy mind looks with-reveren- 
tial delight, for he poſleſſeth the Fulneſs of the 
GoDHEAD bodily, and is the expreſs image of Gon. 
Unto all who believe he is precious. 

ALL men who doctrinally believe there is ſal- 
vation in no other name beſide CHRIST, will ſee 
fomething which they call lovelineſs in the Me- 
diator's character. It is therefore fit I ſnould 
mention, the different grounds of that lovelineſs, 
which 1s ſeen by a beinen and an nn 
mind. 

THe threatening and l of miſery is un- 
deſirable to all. To every one, means of deliv- 
erance from miſery are acceptable. After hearing 
a deſcription of eternal pain, to which all are ex- 
poſed, without a ſalvation of grace, the poſſibility 
of eſcape muſt be a pleaſing truth. Thus far the 
mind may go without any ſelf-denial. It may in- 
dulge in preſent ſin —be in full oppoſition to the 
doctrines and precepts of the goſpel ; and ſtill be 
highly pleaſed with the truth, that there is a way 
through CHRIST, in which eternal miſery may be 
eſcaped, CHRIST may appear lovely as a deliv- 
erer from natural evil. "This is not uncommon 
for thoſe who live under goſggl light. Neither is 
it uncommon for them, to miſtake this notion of 
excellence in the Redeemer, for that preciouſ- 
neſs which a true believer ſees in his character. 
In this caſe, neither the real evil of fin, nor the 
guilty, ſtate of every unpardoned finner, nor 
the. true excellence of the Saviour, are ſeen. 
There is only a diſtant apprehenſion of one who 
will deliver from a diſtant danger; and it is ſup- 
poſed he will be "me precious when the danger 
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comes near. All this paſſes in the mind without 
any clear apprehenſions of ſin, of guilt, anda 
lovelineſs of character in the redeeming Gop. 
It is in this looſe way that unholy men may love 
CHRIST ; and their ſuppoſed ſafety makes them 
ſecure in fin. They are inattentive to their 
hearts, praiſing Gop with the mouth while, in 
practice they deny him. | a 
IuoOSsE who dwell in Gop through Jesvs 
CHrxisrT, ſee far different and greater glories in 
his character, and he becomes the object of their 
affection for more noble cauſes. In him they ſee 
the glory of a divine nature and love him as the 
love the Father. The mediatorial excellency 
with which they are delighted contains many par- 
ticulars, of which a principal one is, that he hath 
honored Gon—hath revealed him diſplayed his 
perfections—glorified his truth, juſtice and good- 
neſs—cauſed the divine attributes through his 
own face to ſhine on benighted ſinners, and by 
the ſame means brought the greateſt honor to 
Gop, and a moſt rich falvation to the 'guilty. 
When divine honor is near the heart, CHRIST 
will be loved for having glorified the Father ; and 
in meditating on mediatorial excellence, this 18 
ſelected as a reaſon for admiring inn 


- Hz loves eurer Jesvs for having age 
the law, and made it honourable. 

Jo a pure mind the law appears very excellent, 
and being an expreſſion of Gop's moſt holy will 
is an object of ardent love. Both the precepts 
and penalty of the law, are made more glorious 
than could be without the goſpel, and CHRIST 
is precious for having magnified the command. 
ment. Every chriſtian heart is united to the 


commandment and all the means vey which it Is 
e e N | 


* 


232 The objefts of chriſtian love. Serm. XIV. 
Tux Redeemer is precious to a holy mind, 
for the diſplay he hath made of the nature, prin: 
' Gples and end of divine government. It is thro? 
the Son, that Gov's infinite wiſdom and goodneſs 
and the perfection of his government are brought 
into. the fulleſt light. Whatever the law ſays, 
the goſpel approves ; whatever nature diſcovers, 
the goſpel confirms ; and it ſtill goes further in 
difplaying the glories of Gopyzap—the excel 
lence of his perfections—his great deſign in cre- 
ation—the pure maxims of his univerſal govern- 

ment — the perfect juſtice and mercy of that ad- 
miniſtration, which flows from his nature and 
partakes of his holineſs—the vaſt amount of bleſ- 
fedneſs, which will be communicated from him to 
his ſurrounding family—and his fixed purpoſe, 
as he hath begun, ſo to govern forever. Theſe 
are the greateſt cauſes of chriſtian affection to the 
ä” - 
© WriLz gratitude for perſonal favors is high 
in the pious heart; the honor of Gov, his law 
and his government, which is promoted through 
the Saviour, produces a ſtill higher affection to 
the Redeemer. Thus CHRISITH is precious and 
beloved by all who believe—thus he is loved for 
having glorified the Father—magnified the law 
revealed the kingdom—and united in himſelf 
both the things in heaven and the things in earth. 
In admiration of this vaſt object, the chriſtian for- 
gets himſelf and rejoices in Gop alone. How 
different is this delight in CHRIST, from the love 
exerciſed by an unſanctified mind! How differ- 
ent from a love of him for ſake of the loaves }. 
How different from loving him through the falſe 
notions, that he hath lowered down the require- 
ments of the law, or repealed its penalties, or 
died for us in particular. All theſe notions may 
conſiſt with the pride of human nature, and 
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without any true apprehenſion of the moral glo- 
ries in GopHRAD, which emanate from him to tha 
knowledge of creation, through his law, goſpel, 


and univerſal government. 


LC aa + 
A " 


4thly. ALL the doctrines of the goſpel are 
_ delightful to a chriſtian, The divine ſcheme of 
grace is according to the will of Gop, ee. 
to his holy nature, and in all reſpects worthy of 
infinite purity. The obligation to holineſs, ſub- 
miſſion, renunciation of ourſelves, and a perfect 
obedience to the law, is greater on eyery crea» 
ture after hearing the goſpel than it could be be- 
fore. It is this which. cauſes ſo many objections 
to the evangelical ſcheme, and. divides a world 


profeſſedly chriſtian, in their 2 of its docs 
trines. All men to whom doctrinal inſtruction 


comes. will go ſome length towards receiving it. 
Feeling guilt and miſery, when the news of de- 
liverance is announced, it is acceptable. When 
they are told, that ſalvation is through a ſacrifice 
of himſelf. made by the Son, and that Gop is 
very merciful in this way, it is ſtill acceptable, 
Indeed they will go every length in approbationg 
until called to part with ſin give up their un- 
holy pleaſures humble themſelves that Gop may 
be all in all-and be holy as he is holy. Here 
is the parting point between miſerable ſinners 
and the goſpel of grase. Here ariſes an oppoſi- 
tion to evangelical doctrines, which hath divided 
the profeſſing chriſtian world into parties. Theſe 
Perſons are not chriſtians indeed. They wiſh de- 
 bverance from a law terrible to them, while they 
cleave to the very temper which is forbidden. 
They do not reje& chriſtianity, but do not reliſh 
ſueh a ſyſtem of united grace and holineſs. They 
make various ta Fa ſeparate from thg. 
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234 The cher of thriftian fe. Seim. XV. 
ſcheme of mercy, ſuch dotctrines as are mholt hn 
pallatable ; and to build a ſuperſtructure of faith; 
which will fave without bumbling them ſo low; 
and without that holineſs, which conſecrates to 


5 'Gop the whole being and a the ſervice of 


the creatures. | 

I is not thus with the chriſtian indeed Ev- 

ery doctrine of revelation is an object of his af- 
feQion, and he doth not wiſh any article of faith 
or practice to be changed. He ſees the excel 
lence of truth in every doctrine, and feels the 
whole to be worthy of Gop and applicable to 
the wretched ſtate of fallen ſinners. He believes 
the depravity which is charged on men. feels it 
in himſelf —and beholds it in his fellow creatures. 
"He ſees that no other goſpel could . glorify Gop, 
fanctify the unholy, and forgive the guilty. He 
' wiſhes falvation, in a way, that will give to Gopall 
the glory both of purchaſing and applying; ſo 
that the doctrines of atonement, free juſtification, 


| divine ſovereignty, renovation by the Spirit of 


the Lord, abiding in Cxrnisr by faith, and doing 
all for the glory of Gop, are the very truth 
which bind him faſt to the ſcheme of grace. 
Wich great humility of heart he rejoices in this 
*Hyitem of mercy, and knows the whole to be 
Por any of infinite wiſdom and love. 
: TI May particularly, mention the chriſtun . 
rine of felf-denial, as one which gives pleaſure 
10 a ſanctifled heart.” CHRIST often told his fol- 
lowers, that unleſs they denied themſelves and took 
"up the criſs they could not be his diſciples. To 
deny a few 3 pleaſures, or bear 8 occa- 
' fional worldly evils without murmuring againſt 
1 God, is not the whole that is meant by theſe pre- 


+cepts. It is difficult for unholy minds WE only 


- e far, and further they never go. The meats 
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e—the. true-chriſtian-ſ elf. 5 
is to give up ourſelves; not only to bear fo 5 
hard things, and deny ſome worldly, plealure 
which may, be done on lucrative princp] hy an 
expectation of a future i ent; but to give 
up our whole ſelves, and willingly become 9 4 
ing that Gop may be all in all. This doctrine 
of ſelf-denial is pleaſant to all who are renewed 
through the goſpel of. our Lord Jz8vs. CHRIST: 
and their happineſs is moſt perfect, when all their 
powers, faculties, and exertions are abſorbed 
devotion to Gop, and the ſervice of . FOE wa 
Faghtroms Wine e. e 


3thly, Ir is the law = 8 Tes, Gel love 
thy neighbour as. thyſel, 7 — _ Beloved, let us. love one 
another: for love it of Gon ;. and. every. ane that lrv- 
eth, is born HA Go, and knoweth Gb. . Allo our 
Go faith, ©. He 30 ee, in e. duelleth in 
Babe fe 15 
AlL. the ML are proper 7 5 1 2 Cn 
7 cent love, and all our intelligent, ellow creature 
of a | benevolent; affection; both of which are 
found in the heart of every chriſtian, . A love of 
Gop and of our neighbour. are neceſſarily and 
uniformly connected; ſo that the abſence of « Fs 
in all caſes, determines the other to be wan 
The heart, which chooſes Gop, will love — 
kingdom, his rational i image, and the fubjects ca- 
_ of happineſs, who have been created by his 
power and goodneſs. Hence, it pertains to the 
chriſtian temper to be KEI" affetioned one to 
5 another, and to embrace every opportunity of do- 
ing whatever may be for the preſent or eternal 
benefit of others. This enlargement of heart 
flows from the ſanQifying grace of Gop, and will 
be found in his people, in proportion as his Spirit 
_ »Svellethin chem. Confined affeQions are amgt 
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certain evidence of our wanting the Spirit of Je= 
sus CHRIST. Brotherly love is 1 to the 
temper of a diſciple, and will do good on every 
e rtunity to every creature the whole f 
eaven and earth, which is. created and pre- 
ſerved from the fulneſs of eternal love: 
Hence, in the divine word, chriſtians are def- 
bed to be perſons, who overcome evil with 
good —mourn with thoſe who mourn and rejoice 
with the rejoicing-—do good to all men—love 
and pray for their enemies—are pitiful—are 
courteous—whoaboynd in good works—ſeek the 
ſalvation of miſerable and guilty ſouls—and deny 
themſelves much, that many may be profited. — 
This comes from the nature and objects of chriſ. 
tian love—a heart diſpoſed to do Rood in the moſt 
extenſive. manner, and to the greateſt number of 
' recipients, While deſtitute of theſe feelings, 
it is vain for any to think themſelves the diſciples 
of Gop's Son. Unleſs we have hearts which 
ſeek for ſubjects of happineſs, and deſires which 
ſpread through earth and aſcend to heaven in 
| kind affection, we are not the brethren and imi- 
tators of him wha, 2 on the . to be = 


enemies. 
4 175 MIGHT 3 to many 8 in deb 
cribing the objects of chriſtian affection and love; 
but enough have been mentioned, to give a gen- 
eral idea; of the union between all want, ſouls and, 
the glorious. kingdom of holineſs. - 44's 
. In the moral conformity and exerciſe of "wk 
conſiſts the union and communion. of Gop; of 
angels and the redeemed ſaints. The words of 
our text deſcribe a wonderful truth -a wonder 
ful kingdom—a wonderful heaven of -holineſs- 
and joy, where all are united in character and af» 


r This union of affection is . 
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the chriſtian ſanctification it is the Kingdom af 
heaven already commencing in the heart, which 
ſhall progreflively increaſe until the complete uns. 
ion in heaven, where all ſhall dwell in the Drvint 
LOVE; and he ſhall fill every foul with the eter- 
nal, the lifegiving action of his holy ſpi rit. 
Cn NIS T 5 ſpoke of his Father and himſelf 
being one in his people, and of their being one 
in him; alſo in the ſcriptures there are many des 
ſeriptions of this union, all of which lead our 
minds to the glorious ſubject contained in the 
text, the mutual indwelling of Go and his peo- 
ple by the perfection and union of holineſs, thus 


forming the great kingdom of holineſs whicht is 
_ nen of chriſtian love. e | 


1 indwelling of. loye i is che ank c corrett 
ian of heaven which can be attained in the pref< 
ent ſtate. Curioſity prompts many inquiries 1 
the ſubject. What is heaven ? This queſtioh of. 
ten paſſes both in holy and unholy minds. Pre- 
ſumptugus conjectures are hazarded, and falle 
deſcriptions are given, moſt commonly a cordin 
to the imperfect taſte of thoſe who indulge then 
Our revelation from Gop tells us nothing on 
this ſubject, merely to gratify curioſity; but ev. 
ery thing which is o_—_— for our preparation. 
HEAVEN is a moſt holy ſtate. It is the ind wel. 
ling of God'in the ſoul, by the ſanQifying ener- 
gies, and the communicated ſenſe of his love. It 
is all the active and affectionate powers of the 
ſoul going forth in love to Gor himſelf, and to 
the kingdom which is according to his will. The 
beginning of this in the heart, is that dawning of 
heaven 1n the ſoul, which is permitted to the ſons: 
of Gop in the preſent world. It is the formation 
of the kingdom within them which ſhall grow i 


ta eternal * It is an „* good 
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Deen the diſciple ſaid, Show us the Father an 

it ſufficeth us, ſnow us the glory of -Gop—bring 

us near to it by communion—bring his love down 

into our hearts —and draw forth our moſt fervent 

love to him, and it is all we need or ever can re- 
ceive. This is the only bleſſed and glorious 

heaven a good mind can-with. The Jas of 
chriſtians is always for a greater fulneſs of what 
they have begun to taſte, and not for on e 
ment of a new kind. 0 00 1 18017 
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ibn ſubject! is well adapted t to aſliſt u us ainls 
examination. In a point of ſo-great conſequence, 
as eternal ſalvation or the loſs of it muſt be, we 
ought to bring our expectations to the-ſevere.cor- 
rection of truth, and to do it frequently. The 
ſu ppoſed-chriſtian, who is unwilling to examine 
himſelf, and hear rules of trial brought cloſe to 
his heart and conſciance, diſcovers his own and 
Hear, 

27 rp 1 conſilered ſome otineipal objects of 
1 love; and thence. inferred a deſcription 
of the heavenly ſtate and bleſſedneſs. If theſe be 
the objects of our own love, there is ſufficient - 
evidence of our gracious union to Gop, who is 
reigning in his holy kingdom, and bringing ſin- 
ners to himſelf through his Son Ineus CHRIST. 
He is ever glorious in the eyes of his ſaints— their 
moſt revered and beloved king. The voice of 
their hearts is, Oh, that I — where I might 
Find him, that I might come even to his ſeat, and this 
deſire is not confined to days of proſperity. Job 
expreſſed it in days of affliction, and ſo will every 
chriſtian. Though bruiſed by the ſtrokes of the 
Lord's hand, inſtead of contending with his right- 
eouſneſs, the heart is draun to him by: a conf 
dence in his wiſdom, and the excellence of his 
oa None can deny the * slor us 
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Himſelf to be the chief object of chriſtian love. 
Is it not a law of human action to ſeek the ohjects 
we love? To be preſent with them, if poſſible, 
and converſe with them by meditation in a ne- 

ceſſary abſence? Is it not thus with the eart 
objects of our choice ? We ſeek them to be near 
us, and when ſeparated by time or diſtance, our 
thoughts {till purſue, and every little circum- 
ſtance around us, is l caught, to make 
their images preſent with us. Do we thus ſeek 
the Lord? Is he preſent in our thoughts? Are 
we looking for him in his works of nature and 
Prorideses Do we with a daily pleaſure obſerve 
the marks of his being and attributes, which are 
engraved on all he does; and ſeeing them do our 
affections aſcend to him? Certainly, if we loved 
him this would be the cafe. Our conver/ation-is 
in heaven, ſaid the apoſtle. There our thoughts 
and affections aſcend, ſeeking him who is the ob- 
ject of our ſupreme love. When he vouchfafes 
to meet our ſeeking hearts, and bring us into his 
banqueting houſe; and ſhine around us with the 
light of his olory; it ſeems like a heaven begun 
on earth. Enough of this, is perfect bleſſedneſs 
and glory. Thoſe, who do not feel theſe ef. 
fects of chriſtian love, are in an unſafſe ſtate. 
Top my proteſs—they may hope they may do 
le duties; but this whole is defective 


if the heart be not joined in love to Goo. Where 


there is this union of holy affection he will be ro- 
membered by = and 4 might, aud on uy ark 
| __ be obeyed. 

"By the — bade men in W menna 
Hats of perfect happineſs ;: ſo that from the ap- 
prehenſions of that ſtate, which they wiſh to e- 
tabliſh, the moral condition of their hearts may 
be very ſtrongly conjectured. Thoſe, who are 
— to conceive artificial 0 and 
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for divine communion. To a holy mind, the 
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— — 


natural beauties to be the principal glory of h 


en, and feclude a conſtant view and enjoyment ; 


of Gop's glorious holineſs, do thereby evidence 


their want of union to him, and of a pr 


conſtant view of infinite rectitude, with opportu- 
nity to adore and praiſe, will be a moſt "Pg: 
part of the heaventy* „ 
| Powrnen, Thoſe, who drop Hern 0 Gan 
from their life of daily —— cannot be chrif- 
tians indeed. Many are willing to have him for 
a diſtant Saviour, and depend on a ſcheme of 
grace introduced by infinite wiſdom through 


him; who, nevertheleſs, do not wiſh to dwell 


with mim, to have him reign in their hearts, and 
goto him conſtantly for e to ſerve Go 
and refit their own laſts, Vo every one who 
believes, he is precious—his —— is ſought 


he is their fpiritual life as well as the way to the 


Father — and their hearts mourn his abſence. 


They feel their ſtrength to be from him, and that 


when his aid is withdrawn they are cold in duty 
and backſlide to the world. If our ſuppoſed re. 
ligion, be of ſuch a kind, as can be. ſupported 
without a daily intercourſe with Jesvs CHRIST, 
it is not that evangelical holineſs to Wee oy 
promiſes are made. 

- UnHroLy men may love thoſe, * tbey tows 
doſe love them and promote their — On 
this principle a multitude of infincere perſons fo“ 
lowed CHRIST when he was on earth. They 
were tempted by the loaves, and not drawn by 
the moral glory of his character. As great a 
multitude have followed him profeſſionally ever 


- 


ſince, Who love him, only beeauſe they think he 


hath loved and received them. Self love may 
carry men a great length, in praiſing their ſup · 


poſed deliverer from eternal ** and —_ 

they add to the account an immortal inheritance, 
in which they expect to receive high dignity, the. 
ſelfiſh affections may break forth in rapturous 
hoſannas. CHRIs TH may be thus received with- 
out any union of heart to him and his kingdom; 
and he is loved only for the gifts he hath to be-. 
ſtow. The glory, that is ſuppoſed to be ſeen, 
is in the gifts and not in the character of the giv- 
er. Aſk the ſelfiſh believer why he loves CHRIST? 

His heart will reply. He hath loved me, hath 
died for me, hath delivered me from eternal miſ- 
ery, has given me eternal glory, Who can re- 
frain praiſing and loving one, that offers ſo many 

benefits. Propoſe the ſame queſtion to a ſancti- 
fied chriſtian, and his heart will reply, Behold 
the glory of the Gop man Mediator! See how 
—— he is in himſelf! Of all the benefits he 
can beſtow on a- guilty creature, a permiſſion to 
behold, to praiſe and glorify him, is the greateſt, 
L love him for his worthineſs ; receive him, be- 
ing irreſiſtibly drawn by his excellence. In ſelf. 
examination, the greateſt care ought, to be uſed, 
to diſtinguiſh theſe two kinds of Ioye. It is to 
be feared, that by not attending. to this diſtinc- 
tion, many are deceived, and falſely think they 
are united to the kingdom of 2 — ' Under 
this deluſion, natural affection may riſe to great 
warmth, and cry, come ſee my zeal for CHRIST; 

3 the whole be no more than zeal for ſelf 
. 2 


Ws ought, alſo, to examine ourſelves by our 
apprehenſions of the divine law.—If the law ap- 
pear pleaſant and good, and its duties be gur 
meat and drink, we may rejoice in hope. If wg 
lens the EO of "How and viſh n 
OY : 
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SERMON XV. 


Chriſtian doctrines reaſonable. 


| ROMANS Xii. I. Id 
— WHICH is your reaſonable ſervice. 


L duty, which is here ſaid to be a reaſona- 
ble ſervice, is to preſent our bodies a living 
ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to Gop. Our bodies are 
particularly mentioned in the exhortation, ſtill 
it doubtleſs extends to the whole man, for holi- 
neſs is eminently a quality of the mind; and the 
next verſe, explaining the duty, ſays, Be ye tranſ- 
formed by the renewing of your mind. It is a rea- 
ſonable thing, that the whole man, both body 
and ſpirit, in all his faculties and powers, and the 
perpetual application of them, ſhould be conſe- 
crated to his moſt glorious Creator and Saviour. 
This is required by the laws of religion, and eve- 
ry good man both feels and rejoices in the obli- 
gation. His heart never riſeth againſt the duty, 
except in certain hours of backſliding, for which 
he is aſhamed of himſelf, and feels guilty in the 
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| £44 Chriftian dodtrines reaſonable. Serm. XV. 
Ggha of Gop, when reclaimed by the Pn of 
his grace. 
ALTHo? our text, in the apoſtolic enden 
applies ſpecially to the duty of ſelf. conſecration; 
I ſhall give a larger ſcope to this diſcourſe, and 


' endeavour to ſhow that all the doctrines and du- 


ties of chriſtianity are reaſonable—approved by 
a ſound judgment and honeſt heart—and uſeful 


for the glory of Gop, and the beſt good of his 


creation. 
Ix this rebellious world, every kind of objec- 
tion is made againſt the rights of Deity and duty 


of creatures. Some openly eſpouſe the reign 
and the pleaſures of ſin; and many, under a pro- 
feſſed friendſhip, either inſidiouſſy undermine the 


doctrines of grace and holineſs unto the Lord, 


or by their practice deny the confeſſion of their 


lips. Whatever their words may be, their prac- 
tice tells us, the doctrines and duties of revela= 
tion are not reaſonable. Doubtleſs, their prac- 
tice is the moſt true expreſſion of their hearts, 
If circumſtances could be ſo changed as to re- 


move a fear of Gop and men, by which there is 


a preſent reſtraint, they would openly avow reli- 
gion. to be unrealogable, dun in its dottrines 
and duties. 

I aw ſenſible the pions, believing eilten 
doth not need conviction, that the faith and prac- 
tice of the goſpel are reaſonable. His heart is 
made honeſt, and approves whatever reaſon 
proves. It is the rational fitneſs of chriſtian doe. 
trine and duty by which he is charmed, and made 
fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord. Although 
ſuch can be in no want of evidence to teconeile 
them to their duty; it may increaſe the warmth 
of their pure affections, and renew a pleaſure 


which hom have often felt, to review the glorious 
fitneſs of their Lord's doctrine and command 


Serm. XV. Chriftian dectrines reaſonable. ' 245 
ments. And as the moſt ſincere are expoſed to 
very painful temptations, it may fortify them a- 
gainſt thoſe dark hours, in which the powets of 
fin, are looſed againſt them, to try nr 1 
of their confidence and love. | 
IT is not expected that perſons of ' an oppoſite 
character, whoſe hearts are wedded to themſelves 
and their fins, will cordially feel that religion is 
a reaſonable ſervice; or its doctrines worthy of a 
God, who hath infinite reaſon. Prejudiced, by 
an evil heart of unbelief, they are continually 
combating, even the weak and partial conceſſions 
of their own reaſon which are favorable to the 
chriſtian doctrine. Their intelligence is more 
than miſapplied, for it directly impugns the 
wiſdom of Go, calling his doctrines fooliſhnefs, - 
and his requirements hard ſayings. How ſtrange 
the appearances in a finful world! Wicked crea- 
tures rebelling againſt a good Gop ; weak =_ 
tures againſt a Gop of infinite power; un 
creatures oppoſing the only means for nin 
peace; and creatures who glory in their reaſon, 
often denying the reaſonableſs of that ſcheme of 
government and grace, by which infinite wiſdom 
brings the greateſt honor to Gop and makes his 
kingdom moſt happy.—Theſe ſad effects of fin 
ever have been, and ever will be, where there are 
ſtate creatures. But notwithſtanding this: 
Go op is glorious in all counſels. : The cavils of . 
enmity and error are unfounded. On candid 
examination, it will appear, that every doctrine 
advanced, and every duty required, in, the holy 
oracles, are reaſonable. They are I b 
common ſenſe and an honeſt judgment; ; 
uſeful to the great intereſts of ſociety. © 92 
In illuſtrating the ſubje&, I ſhall Aitinguilh 
between the doctrines and duties of chriſtianity 3 


_ * each of them endeavour to ſnow, 
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that they are reaſonable, worthy of Gop, and 
confiſtent with ſuch laws of natural exiſtence as 
can be determined with certainty. Alſo, that 
they all tend to happineſs or natural good. 

By doctrines, are meant, things to be believ- 
ed ; by duties, things to be done 

ALL the doctrines of chriſtianity are reaſon · 
able; and thoſe which are known only by reve- 
lation, harmonize with ſuch laws of natural ex- 
1 as can be determined with certainty. 

- In this diſcourſe, the word reaſonable doth not 
mean pleaſing to the heart. It is a well known 
truth, that the moſt reaſonable duties are very 
diſagreeable to an unholy mind. They never 
can be otherwiſe, until the heart is changed by 
the power of divine grace. If any, when they 
call the doctrines and precepts of God unreaſon- 
able, mean unpleaſing to themſelves; we con- 
cede it in the fulleſt extent. We beg them to 


conſider their own awful fituation, fo long as t 


are diſpleaſed with the infinite reaſon and wiſdom 
of Gor. It is a condition of heart without hope 
and peace. It is, further, believed that many 
who join with the irreligious multitude, and ob- 
ject againſt the equity of chriſtian faith and prac- 
tice, are wholly governed by the taſte of their 
own hearts. The only argument they can bring 
againſt it, is this, we are not pleaſed with it, it 
doth not delight us, and to receive it, we aft 
part with many things we love. 
A DOCTRINE, which men are unable to com- 
prehend, may be very reaſonble. This is proved 
by the different rational powers imparted to man- 
kind. A doctrine, which is myſterious to one 
perſon, through the weakneſs of his reaſon; 
may, in the view of another, be intelligible and 
gloriouſly rational. If it were not thus, all thoſe 


truths of infinite wiſdom, which are high a above 


2 


| Serm. XV. our haun dae rie reaſonablæ. 247. 


the underſtanding of mortal men, might 8 im- 
peached as folly. In ſhowing the reaſonableneſs 
of chriſtian doctrines, we do not expect to ex- 
plain them in their whole extenſion to the weak 
reaſon of men. It is enough to ſhow their uſe- 
fulneſs, and that they do not imply an impoſſi- 
bility, nor contradict other truths which are more 
plainly evidenced to our underſtanding ; and this 
is the caſe with all chriſtian doctrines.. 
 Somz doctrines are ſupported by . both 
natural and revealed; others, only by a revela- 
tion from infinite truth. It is the latter which 
impiety firſt attacks, becauſe, it is ſuppoſed they 
may be moſt eaſily confuted. The exiſtence of 
a holy Gop is the moſt diſagreeable of all truths 
to an unholy mind; ſtill ſome acknowledge this, 
who affect to deny che Trinity and an Incarna- 
tion. If there were no natural evidence of the 
ſupreme exiſtence, depravity would make men as 
ready to deny his being, as they be to diſcredit 
the Trinity, that peculiar and glorious manner of 
exiſting, in which the ſcheme of redemption - 


riginated. All truth depands.o on lere en 
and character of Gov. ; bie 


n Tn charnſtens which is given wk ATE | 
the chriſtian | ſeriptures, 18 s molt te ae and 
glorious, Fo 
+» Taz being of a Gap; isnot a ; doftrine > 
to hey. The belief of it is among hea- 
then, and over the face of the earth where chriſ- 
tianity hath not been yet received. But when 
they knew Gop, they glorified him not as Gop, 
by ſuch deſcriptions of his nature, character, 
counſels and will as are worthy of an infinite and 
moſt holy being. Things the moſt debaſing, 
puerile and impure have been aſcribed to the 
Amighty firſt cauſe, by heathen ſuperſtition and 
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348 Chrifien ame regen. Sir x 


oe 

fin, - This hath been the caſe, : among hi ly Gi 

ilized people, who were eminent in ref 8 
arts, as well as among barbarous rien 

proves the uſefulneſs of a revelation in affilti ng 


men to ſee the natural evidence of Gop's m 
holy character. 

How pure ! how reaſonable and glorious the 
revealed character and will of Gop !|— 7 

A BEING eternal, infinite in power, every 
hire preſent, omniſcient and moſt wiſe, A be- 
ing independent and ſelf-exiſtent, who created 
and preſerves all things according to the counſel 
of his own will. A being of infinite goodneſs, 
whoſe name is love, and whoſe tender mercies 
are over all his works. His ſovereignty is the 


xecauſe his motives can be drawn from no other 
Tource which is permanent and good, he draws 
them from within himſelf. 

Sw is raiſed above Pers above temptation, 
ab dove the poſſibility of Sefirng what i is unvile, 
ber i i . ory 

Hz conſigers his only glory-1 to nn in being 
and in Long, good, and is moſt ; lorified when 

his kingdom is moſt bleſſed. All the terrors 
which be hath prepared, whether they be tem- 
oral or eternal, are deſigned to aid the 1 
gf love—to. ſhow its 8 and lorious na- 

15 5 moſt like 


Ne bi ordering of infinite righteouſneſs; and 


60 1. % 


aſcribed to himſelf i in bis word.” an e 


55 x more perfect, more lovely, more glorious 
character? The juſtice which unrighteous men 


hate, and guilty men fear, according to his own 
unerring deſcription is the acking of goodneſs ; 3 
and if it did not exiſt, a univerſe now glorious in 


bleſſedneſs, would be a univerſe of pain and hor» 


erm. a XV. 4 define reafoable. . 


a not this revealed character ol Goo pro" 
reaſonable, moſt glorious ? Compare with it the 
notions of divinity which have been formed 
heathen fin ; or by the few inſtances of infidel 
reaſon ſcattered in chriſtian lands; how debaſed? 
how i impure they appear And all their deſcrip» 
tions in contradiction to natural light, are cok 
oured with the bitterneſs of their hearts, It ap- 

rs moſt clear, that ſeeing, the truth and ri 
eouſneſs of Gor, they were ſtill ignorant of his 
lovelineſs—and his goodneſs which they knew, 
and daily experienced was the object of their 
dread, and the alarm of their conſciences. 4 x7] 


adly. Fr is reaſonable that Gon ſhould gi 
men a revelation of himſelf and his counſel. | 
_ . Taz notion that reaſon ſuperſedes the need : 
revelation ſhows great philoſophical 1 ignorance, as 
well as corruption of heart. What is reaſon, 
but a power of judging and determining truth, 
from evidence preſented before the mind? Rea- 
ſon cannot judge between truth and falſehood 
without evidence. What is revelation but ev 
dence of truth? Revelation is none the'leſs ne- 
ceſſary becauſe men are rational creatures, for | 
without evidence reaſon would be à uſeleſs gi 
We may as well argue againſt the natural We 
_ dence in creation and providence, ; as We may a. 
gainſt the revealed, and ſay, man is a rational 


creature and therefore doth not need x" The 


objection againſt. revealed light, becauſe men n have . 
reaſon, molt evidently ariſes from an oppolition 
of heart to the truth, and of 9 10 . eri. 
| dence by. which i it is Giſcovered. | 


+a. 


bs EY it is enen for Ba to give us 
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and nd: his providential overnment. There 

many ways and kinds £ evidence. We find this. | 
ta be the caſe, in preſent things; and why. not, ; 
alſo, with reſpect to the things 9 an unſeen Gop, 

| of his government and eternity to come. Can 

truth be too well known, our duty too plainly 
marked out, or our aſſurance too ſtrongly built? 

Can we Lnow too much of Gon and his ever- 

laſting counſels in which we are intereſted? q he 
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truths which; it contains, are alſo evidenced to us 
in another way, is ſo contrary to common ſenſe, 
and to what every. honeſt mind would wiſh and 
call a favor, that we cannot aſcribe it to any cauſe 
but enmity againſt Gop. As evidence increaſes, 
the evil heart is wounded, and denies the need 
light: becauſe its deeds are evil 
- FURTHER, many truths which are ' neceſſary. / 
for the glory of Gop and good of men, can be 
communicated only by. a revelation. This is the 
caſe with ſundry, chriſtian doctrines. The Trin- 
ity of Gopnzan, the Incarnation, and the man- 
ner of Redemption thro” the blood of CHRIST, 
are doctrines of importance to guilty ſinners. A 
| -revelation appears to be the only poſ ble 1 way of 
communicating. them. to our knowledge, ſo that 
Dur faith may give ſtrong conſolation. It is not 
| -gonceived: how creation, on its preſent conſt 
+tion.z or providence, on the principles of divine 
Ling, could teach theſe things. And was G0 
under obligations to uſe only one manner of in- 
ending Or hath he no truth, uſeful or us, 
:and:glorious for himſelf, but what our weak x rea- 
Aon, might learn from the works of nature? Io 
I this, is trifling with Almighty power d 
- wiſdom, and treating the great JeHovan, with 
. greater: A than one guilty api weak crea-' 
Aure would be willing to recaye from 3 
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How ſtrangely ſinful bre bock "Itſelf - againſt 
 Gov' s wiſdom, Juſtice and goodneſs? This is its 
nature, and it will continue to [WO until the 
Lordi is pleaſed to ſhut its mouth, 007 0s. 
Ir is a moſt merciful and reaſonable thing 11 
Gov, to give us abundant evidence of his nature 
and will, of his e and of our on duty 
od „ 3 
ITuERE yet remains an infinite Fries of truth 
in the divine underſtanding, which is unknown 
by creatures, and which his goodneſs will mickne | 
him to communicate to them, as they can receive | 
it. Infinite wiſdom will determine the progreſs | 
of ways, means and times, by which it can be 
beſt done. This will be a work for eternit 
Thoſe who do not like to retain a knowledge of 
. Gov in their minds, will think the new lights f 
the world to come, to be as unneceſſary” as th 
now think a revelation to be. Every means of 
bringing the divine character and will into view 
Will meet the oppoſition of their Hearts. 
Ir has been inquired, why, if à fer dn the 
neceſſary to anſwer the purpoſes. of infinite . 
neſs, it was not given in the begin ing? The 
queſtion, is unwiſe,” It betrays, both Yo Want öf 
gene in divine wiſdom, aud 1 of 
the means by which the holy creation Hori 
and approximates to its final perfection. Te 
Way muſt be prepared for the communication ef 
truth. One kind of evidence muſt precede t 
make the admiſſion of another poſſible. The 
hiſtory of mankind, and their ſins and miſerics, 


for four thouſand years; and of Gon's dealings 


with them, was neceſſary to prepare the human 
wind, for ſeeing the goſpel ſcheme and doctrines, 
the clear manner revealed by CHs T and his 

| Wars We may conclude, that truth is ei- 
ced to creatures, by all Poſſible means of in- 


"I 


— 


2 * * * A 222 22 P 0 
8 . — r 502 


—̃ — be 


SAS 4 = 4 2 9 =) > + — 
— * B+ — 
1 Iu! "2, r 


+4 r 
. r 


«x Ec A pg 
8 — 2 ; 32 = — 
2 „ 


* 


$a 2 7 7 4 
TS 4. . I, Fw 
— r * * 2 = 
. 5 - N 2 — B = £ 
Xa > Kon ite Pram: =» £5-— MS 3 - 
2 LY & : : LEES es py SE 
— * — #2 Lu 2 a ＋ 7 = . 
- - — 222 — — Ha. - — — 
4 2 2 - 2 * —— P * 
o r rite rr . 1 * TX 5 e Ts. > 
— — — ” 2 == ln... 7. —— 
A 62A - 1 = 


£2 -- 


— 


x - : — : 

EI EW 2 

* . Te 
F 1 4 * 

= 7 29 2 a" ».: <3 . 

2 . 17 2135 ond 

3 . Nr n * - 

3 . 3 


— N + 


* — — - 
4 — — A ; — — _ — - 
— 2 
— ware of — Eg . = rr r — 2 4 ® — 
4 2 — 4 r > 274 45 ©: EE 22 . — — 
12 —— 23 — - 
45 


3 
* 
4A 

„ 

f 8 

UP .. 

3 2 380 f 
:% $1 

72 IR bs. 15 

1 N 
. . 

TE. 453; - 

4 e 

5 
n 
ELIT. I. 
M$... + 
$37, "8% 
"7 N BY - 4 
4 — 34-31 _—_ 
7” | F : * 
127 
$ * \ * bi! 
4 $*% 
Kt: $776 Bn? Mg i 
1 $22 2 RY 
T5. 4 N 77 
Tx . 
a . 
1. 1 . 
1 x 
* . * p $0) 
2207 dy * 44 
1 ) 
44 £3} 
5 1 1 
* * * N. 
25 1 
2 x ; Z 
Wes $242: 2; | 
WAG" 41» * 
ES Rd 
. 
- OO 
- FE RAED 
436 N 
x 4 
1 * 
Ke WS - 
0 SY 
* W 
1 * 18 
1 3% „ 
r 
8 KO 
„ * + 
2 F ;, 
Nia jy 
a 
4 1 
if . 
1 2 "os. 
32x * * 
F , x * 
4 1 
. * 1 DL 
q F * 
1 $4 $4 WP 7 
19 o Fo 
ne 
| N 8. Fu 
. 114 
1 4 D 
WY: p „ 
14 13 
0 10 
1 > 4 * 
nne 
1 . 
U N. ;F * 
-1;,T ao 2 8. 
Nair 75 

F : 

4285 8 ; 
138 N > 4 
E. „ Tt 
4 n * 5 

} &{ = 20S 

+8 - £0 

Tl LNG 

y 4 3- +. by 4 
þ 1 11 1 

4 be : « 
= 2 5 

{ 75 . 
1 * 
. Fro . 
4 ** if _ 

' 339 87 | 

en 

5 An 

n 
7 5 ES 
bl 1-5 

7 * 

F PE * * 

o : . 

O * 3! 4 

4" 7 ** { 

r 

"4 = kt F 

? N F * 

f 1 4 | 

* 3 2 14 

. 1 

\ OF 

' TIM IÞ- 
. 
£ 7 4 
2 4 F* 
"1-3 - 
71. Are 
4 
Py 4 1 
i . * 
| + 4 
1 
1 
1. 

. 

. * "OO , 7 
% 1 
1 

2 7 4 
D © WM 7 
1 7 . 
8 9 
8 4 * 

y 1 


. * 3% 
= 4 
1 


— pe” 
4 — — — 232 . 
_ nd 
. 


icht. 


— . as faſt as the evidence can be 
ed and laid before them. This is illuſtrated 
by the revelation we have received. How much 


of it, which was obſcure at the time of giving, ia 


now made plain by events in the divine govern- 
ment, which — intervened. How much ſtill 
remains to be obſcure, which will be clearly un- 


derſtood in the approaching ages. The . | 


ſion is plain as can be, but obſcure to us through 
the want of illuſtrating events in the providence 


of Gop. We may therefore conclude, the evi- 
dence of truth by 5 revelation, hath been given, 


in the earlieſt hour it could be received, and ins 
manner _— to fill the world willy the os 


* 1. 


y. Tan Tri of Gopnzas is a lr in 
ihe Fu Try of N 
ALrno' it be a deep and ans dodride, 
it is not, on this account, the leſs renſonable. 
While the Trinity of Father, 8on and Holy 
Ghoſt is moſt clearly revealed in the ſeriptures, 
there is no attempt to explain it; which ſuffi-. 
ciently intimates, this glorious manner of divine 
ſubſiſtence to be above our comprehenſion. It is 
not ſtrange that GopHEA D is incomprehenſible. 
Who can comprehend any one perfection of the 
ſupreme nature. Wiſdom, righteouſneſs, love 
and power, by their infinitude, become incom - 
prehenſible or myſterious to us. Neither, are 
myſteries confined to God's eſſential being; for 
the manner of our own exiſting, and the works 
of nature are full of myſteries. We cannot tel! 
how a plant grows; or the mind perceives, 8 8 
an external action on the organ of hearing. If 
myſtery warrants infidelity, or renders faith ut 
reaſonable, we muſt Gibalicve: un ne wn 
Son and creatures. 39 | 


Wil the Seen $orine b 
myſteridus, ir is ſtill fo limited, as prot 
reipect incredidle 7 and the revealed u 
reſulting fromiit, both to the everbleſſed 
and his creation, render our belief of it reaſons 
ble; His Trinity is conſiſtent with his unity i 

Fe is not three, in the fame ſenſe, that he is ones 

He is not three in any ſenſe inconſiſtent wicht 

unity of courfet and action. He is not three, in 

fuch à manner, as to produce counter obligation 
on his creatures, diviſion of intereſts; or confuſton | 
of deſign. © He is not three, ſo as to imply ir | 
fection or contro, in either 175 the ee i his 
glorious Trinity. © Aike. 

Tu ſupreme exiſtence is moſt pales 4. 
although his Trinity be myſterious, we may ſee 

that it adds to his perfection, and may there · 

fore, be reaſonably believed of an all perfect Go. 

1 WII. L inſtance this im two reſpect s. 

1. IT ſhows that the divine obligation to moral 

— and his eternal choice of holineſs; 4. 

riſes from the nature and manne -of his on ene 

iſtence.” fer 045 115098 03 ene on. = Ft 
-2dly.- Tias manner of exiſting, admits oy ex 
exciſe of. mercy-to Fuilty: ſinners, in A way moſt 

rlorious for himſelf. W Act is Ane r 

"Toms doctrine, ous that the” divine oblige 

tion to rectitude, and his eternal *choice of hn! 

neſs ariſes from the nature and mantier of his ee 

iſtence. His nature is ſocial within himſelf. E 

exiſtence hath ſuch ſocial relations within Himſfelf 

as imply moral obligation. The happineſs of his” 
oven glorious ſociety, in the connexion of Father, 

Son and Spirit, required him to be holy, from 
eternity; and he could, in no other way, be ble. 
ed in Himſelf. 25 This internal, focial communion = 

of Almighty Ge ibed in his word. The 

3 perſons of his nature love, glorify, cov. 
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Wholly on 
de adequate to the forgiven 


* 


2 or _ defriner ace Serm: * 
Ich biker. | Oft tt 


the covenant of wat and its e 


an inſtance. Here is ſociety in its moſt glorious 
rin, with all its — obligations and bleſk 
ednels. f , 
2 "Hence, we ſee the high ſource of FORTY blk | 
pation, in the infinite; alſo, in the ſocial nature 
F the everbleſſed Gop. The origin is moſt ſa- 
ered, and the divine will is inclined to virtue as 
neceffarfly as he exiſts. Rejoice O ye righteous 
for the Lord your God muſt be holy. The law 


of holineſs which you love and are commanded 


to obey, flows from the manner of his eee 
henfible exiſtence. : | 


4 — 
= 
v Be 


adi. Trrs manner of extſing, l. admits the ex. 


_ erciſe of mercy. to. uy 1 | in a . moſt 


glorious for himſelf. 
ArTER the law of his Own nature was, violated 
by men, and they had become guilty and miſera- 


ble, his manner of exiſting in Trinity, admitted : 
the goſpel atonement, through which there is 


forgiveneſs of ſin, and an aceeptance to his bleff- 
ed preſence. Infinite wiſdom muſt judge in what 
manner ſin can be forgiven with ſafety.” It is a 


980 in its nature, above human determina- 


on; and we have no reaſon to think forgive- 


' neſs would be right; but through an atotiement. 
Nor have we any realen to ſvj 9 0 ay other 


than the 6s | on 
O 85 own Trini . 
Els 


chaſe of eternal glory. On this Jonge an. 
ner of divine ſubſiſtence, ſtand both the law aid 


the 1 oſpel. It is the high, the peculiar trüth of 


chriſtian revelation, and goes far to enlighten. us 


| 2 the nature and Swen . 


* = $22 5 * bs ? for Fwy, INF 8 a 


2 


| 9 50 ee Wc we feel in our exe thee by - 
yet we do not reject them on this account. 8 
myſtery doth not imply a contradiction or 3 — 
ſibility. A myſterious truth muſt be deeme 
reaſonable, if it No implied in the perfection, ai 
neceſſary for the bleſſedneſs of an infinite natute; 
and alſo for the good of his intelligent univerſe, 
Uſefulneſs is 10 a preſumptive argument for 
Fan, 


Athly. Taz incarnation ie Ib Crnr, | is 
another myſterious doctrine of the chriſtian rer- 


elation, which its enemies wiſh to repreſent un- 
reaſonable. Fo 


Tris ne e the Mediator to be 
both Ho and man... The Son, 125 Go in _ 


RE ah * properties to. 'one nature, c 
originally peculiar to the other. That it is aw 
der, a myſtery, a mighty work of Gon, all chrif- 
| tians allow); but, that the belief of it is unreaſor 
able, doth not follow. If it be poflible, and alſo 
uſeful ;-it is worthy of wow, 8 e e 
wiſdom and goodneſs, * 
A "Taz incarnation is voſlible. - . | Y e 4 
Tua man C HRA Ixsvs, was a creature 
God's own forming. The power of creating, 
_— the power o of NOT his workmanlhip 
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into Dae lind of union with himſelf, that is * 
ing to his wiſdom. The myſtery of this | 
between infinite and finite, is no greater to us, 
than the union between our own ſouls and bo- 
dies, which no rational man will deny becauſe he 
cannot explain i OR 

- Taz incarnation is worthy of infinite . 

Tuts muſt be determined, from the effects itis. 
defig ned to produce ; which are made known by 
the — of Go. _ The effects are the greateſt 
which can be conceived, and are worthy of infi- 
nite wiſdom. Is it not worth y of God, to ſave 
an innumerable company of guilty creatures, 
from eternal ſin and miſery and bring, them to a 
life of lorious and. endleſs peace ? Is it not wor- 
thy of him to glorify himſelf nd make his king- 
dom happy by the diſplay of his perfeQions, and 
thus enjoy the goodneſs of his own nature? Theſe 
are the effects of CHRIS T's incarnation. Effet 
fo great and good mult be glorious. for God ; 3. 
and though, in view of our weakneſs and guilt it 
is infinite condeſcenſion, in view of the glory 
which God brings to himſelf, it is a moſt credls 
ble event. 

Tus facred evidence of this fact i in the Nuts 
| government is very great. That Jesus CHRIST 
was man cannot be doubted. He muſt alſo by 
Gop, for divine names the moſt peculiar to Dei- 
ty, divine perfections and works, and à perfect 
equality and likeneſs to. the.Father are. aertbed to 
him. He is called the Creator, and appointed 
to be the Judge. Divine glory, in the redemp, 
tion of ſinners, made it reaſonable this aſtoniſhs. 

ing event ſhould take placde. Ms 

To ſinful mortals, = are filled with the pridg 
of rank, it may appear degrading, for an infinite 
God thus to unite himſelf with a creature. Bug 
it doth not ted thus to perfect wiſdom ahd 


2 


2 as | 1 WE 
him. His is ey is le ina The nor bang 


he is fearful in the praiſes that OM GK. 
fered to his condeſcending mercy. | Te tt = peers 


5. Tux chriſtian ſcriptures Wehe che total 
corruption of human nature, and the doctrinę is 


ſupported by ſuch evidence, as renders our belief 
of 1 it reaſonable, 

"Wn muſt ac direethy againſt reaſon and com 
of every kind, which the nature of the cafe de 
mits ; and every'thing which appears in men to 

be any better than total corruption, is accounted 


for in full conſiſtency with the doctrine. Tue 


hiſtory of the world, both ſacred and pr 
| proves this truth. All men have in practice de- 
ted from God, and their actions have been 
duch as evince an unholy heart. Even thoſe who 
y it in words, by a wide diſtruſt of their 


fellow creatures, give proof of their own convie- 


tion; and ſhow tit rats denial is a prejudiced 
buſineſs. In the raſhnefs of inconfideration, men 
may do and fay any thing; but no conſiderate 
man—no man whoſe conſcience appears to be in 
Bvely exerciſe, dare deny his being naturally in- 
eclined to do evil, evil only, and that'continually. 
As the evidence of our total depravity, by nature, 


'hath been given ina former diſcourſe, Tſhalt bt 


repeat it in this place; only obſerving, that if 
the chriſtian ſcriptures: declared the purity of hu- 
man nature, ſinners themſelves, would atlowthis 
to be a ſufficient reaſon for rejecting them. 


True introduction of ſin hath been a point of 


atevlty in all ages. WHENCE COMES EVIL, is 
2 queſtion which hath perplexed many, and will 


continue to do Us, until there is more colt. 


FP * ; {Los +3 


Ä ͤ‚m. ˙—˙ rs 9 AR — 
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258 Chriſtian diere, reaſonable, Serm. XV. 
dence in God s wiſdom and more ſubmiſſi 5 
In to «& 

his ſovereignty. But this difficulty doth not diſ- 
prove the ſtubborn fact of its exiſtence. The 
plain and natural account of the introduction of 
- which is given in the ſcriptures, muſt be al- 
e ee a more reaſonable one is 

offere t is preſumed, no one will 

hath yet been done. on eggs 1 


bthly. Ir is a doctrine of the chriſti an hy” 
tures, that Gop hath decreed > $a ale — 
to 2 
v this is meant, that! in ſoverei and 
wiſdom, and by motives derived 3 — | 
ſelf, he hath determined the whole ſcheme. of 
created exiſtence, with all its parts, agents, their 
moral character, their demerits, and their end in 
everlaſting happineſs or miſery. Alſo, that this 
determination is ſo abſolute, there cannot be the 
ſmalleſt deviation from what he hath purpoſed ; 
but the whole ſhall come into exiſtence, exactly 
a to „ ed will, in the ſucceſſion 
at the time he hath appointe 
means as he hath 1 ag en 
I xNow that by aſſerting this I am on the for- 
bidden ground of ſome, who, without doubt, be- 
lieve the chriſtian ſcriptures ; alſo, of the. whole 
multitude who diſbelieve, and whoſe hearts are 2 
ſtill unhumbled by the ſanctifying grace of Gop. 
But if this doctrine be moſt exprelsly revealed in 
the chriſtiain ſeriptures; ; if it be pleaſing to a 
holy heart; if it be neceſſary to prove there is a 
Gop of infinite perfection, and for the higheſt 
ere of * rational univerſe, it is reaſonable ta 
ve it. 
-Txas doctrine is moſt clearly revealed. 
_ IT is written, He hath determined the times befare 


ae. Being predefiinated un to the * 
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Serm. XV. Chin dberriner riaſinable. 589 


Hoſe of bim who worketh all things after the counſel 
of his own will. Therefore hath he mercy on whom 
he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 
The counſel of the Lord ſtandeth forever. My coun- 
fel ſhall fand, and I will do all my pleafure. The 
Lord hath made all things for himſelf, yea the wicked 
for the day of evil. I form the light, and create 
darkneſs ; I make peace and create evil, I the Lord 
do all theſe things. In theſe, with a multitude 
of other places, the ſupreme efficience of Gop, 
acting according to his predeterminate countel, 
is moſt expreſsly aſſerted. as Da 


Tu divine determination of all events, is a 
doctrine pleafing to a holy heart. 
Tek needs only a ſufficient degree of love 
and confidence in God to make the doctrine a- 
greeable. A holy mind can have no rational 
motive to oppoſe the ſovereign decrees of Gop. 
If Gop be wife and good, and able to create 
and govern in the moſt perfect manner, certainly - 
it is beſt this ſhould be the caſe. We muſt either 
deny theſe perfections of Deity, or own the doc- 
trine to be excellent, or that our own hearts are 
not willing the beſt ſhould take place. Few will 
dare deny the firſt; and to own the laſt impeaches 
the judgment, and denies any credit to be due 
Sven a multitude of things have been ſaid, in 
tis rebellious world, againſt the abſolute decrees 
of Gop, that it is not ſtrange ſome honeſt minds 
ſhould be prejudiced againſt the doctrine. It is 
very poſſible that a good man, through education 
and other powerful influence, ſhould ſometimes 
doubt; but I am ready to appeal to the heart bf 
the doubting good man, and inquire of him. 
You are willing that a government the beſt, even 
in the moſt mmute-particulars, ſhould take place 


6 b reaſonable. Serm. XY. 


| You, 8 Gov to be moſt powerful, wiſe. and 
good; yea, far more wiſe and good, than you 
have ſeen, or can conceive a creature to be. 18 
it not beſt, that he ſhould form and execute ta 
plan of exiſtence from eternity to eternity? 
Would you not truſt this with him, ſooner than 
with yourſelf or any other being f. Under all 
things that happen, is it not a ground of joy to 

you that Gop reigns; and if there were any e- 

vents, which. you abſolutely knew to be without 

the ſyſtem of Gop's decrees, would not this be. 
ſufficient cauſe for you to fear them? I am cer- 

tain every good mind, in anſwer to theſe queſ- 
tions, will reply, the doctrine of God's abſolute 
decrees is to be deſired. We always find this, 

doctrine is received with pleaſure, by thoſe who 

give other evidence of a holy, humble and ſanc · 
tiſied temper. "FH 

Taz doctrine of abſolute 3 is neceſſary. 
to-prove there is a Gop. of infinite perfection; 
and for the greateſt good of the created rational. 
_ univerſe, 
Mex often. doubt concerning a doctrine, with. 
- out conſidering the conſequences, which will re- 

L ſult from a denial of it. To deny this doctrine, 
in its conſequances, falls little ſhort of denying. 

the ſupreme exiſtence, Let thoſe who fear dans 
gerous conſequences, take the burden on them- 
elves, and ſhow. us. a ſcheme. of belief, which de- 

- nies the doctrine and is not followed with conſe- 
quences much more to be dreaded than thoſe. 

: Which oy oppoſe, 

Ain Lr the m ſhow; us an b bene and 
cent and moſt perfect Gop, as they allow IEHo- 
va to be, acting without a plan. Let them 
ſhom how it is conſiſtent. with infinite wiſdom to 
create a univerſe, without determining, i in all re- 


-ſpetts, how he will govern it, to what: uſe he will 
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** it, or what its ultimate condition thall roy 
Or if he did determine theſe. things, and hath 
not all within: himſelf to effect. his — or if 
it be poſſible he ſhould be diſappointed; let them 
ſhow how this is conſiſtent, with an infinity of 
perfection both natural and moral. Let them 
ſhow how foreknowledge can exiſt without fore- 
determination. By attending to theſe things, we 
muſt allow the abſolute decrees of God, by which . 
all events from eternity to eternity, are determin- 
ed, made certain, and come to paſs according to 
his predeſtination; or we muſt doubt the infinite 
perfections of GopyHtan. 

FURTHER, this doctrine is neceſſary to — 
the greateſt good of the created univerſe. 
In abſolute and influential decree of inſinite 
5 wiſdom and goodneſs, is the only certain exi- 
dence we can have, that all things will be con- 
ducted and end in the beſt manner. Go off from: 
this ground, and we meet a. gloomy uncertainty 
what will take place. If there be not . 
plan moſt abſolutely determined; or if this 
is liable to be fruſtrated; or if the ſtate of crea- 
tures, in point of character, action and reward be 
not made unalterably certain, we can have no 
aſſurance of any future glory. No individual can 

have ſtrong conſolation, either for himſelf or the 
general ſtate of the univerſe. Order may be turn- 
ed: into confuſion, light into darkneſs, and hap- 
pineſs into miſery; and this univerſal and with-: 
out a remedy. The predetermining decree of 
God, founded on the infinite perfection of his 
3 our Prims evidence, that all nen will 
Tus doctrine of chriſtian revelation: an de 
reaſonable, if every good mind, underſtanding 5 

_ the ſubject, will rejoice in it; if the belief of it 
: be necellary, even to conceive a Ganz infinite 
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262 Chriſtian doctrines reaſonable. Serm. XV. 
perfection; and if it be required to aſſure us, that 
the univerſe will be ever preſerved in the moſt 
glorious condition. If the doctrine could be 
proved untrue, it would inſtantly ſpread a gloom 
over the univerſe, which could not be diſſipated. 
If the doctrine had been unknown and were now 

revealed, the humble, the holy and all who de- 


light 1 in the character of God, would rejoice in | 


the diſcovery, as an zra of light, HOLE: thro”- 
a whole eternity to come. | 

5 thly. WHzen we come to 8 thoſe chaiſe! 
dan doctrines, which reſpect the application of 
redeeming grace, they all appear to be glorious 
for GOD —worthy of his power —agreeable to 
his goodneſs—adapted to the real wants and 


miſeries of mankind—and ſufficient to raiſe them 


from death to life, from wretchedneſs to ponent 
and glory. — 
FonkdivENEsSs, and a renewal to holineſs are 
the two great things which ſinners need. Both 
theſe the chriſtian ſcriptures aſcribe to the power 
and grace of Gov, through JesUs CHRIST. 
Wr is there incredible in the doQrine of 
ſanctification by the efficacious power of the 
Spirit ? Do we not need to be changed ? Do we- 


not need aſſiſtance in turning from ſin to holi- 
neſs * Do we not find our own evil will to be 


very unconquerable ? Is not this the very wretch- 
edneſs of ſinners ; that they will love their ſin. 
until Gop changes their hearts? Sinners may 
imagine they can turn when they pleaſe, but they 


will never pleaſe to turn, until they are tarnkd' . 


by Almighty power. They turn from miſery ; 


but not from fin which is its cauſe. Herein is 
their remedileſs fituation without Gop's renew- 
ing grace. That gracious power of renewing the 


my changing the taſte, bowing the will, which 


Serin. XV. Chriſtian doctrines redſenable 263 
r. 
is contained in the goſpel, is one principal thin 
by which it is adapted, to the relief of miſexab 
ſinners, and makes our belief of it 1 
A goſpel without the aid of divine renovation, 
though it were in all other reſpects complete, 
would leave ſinners in the very ſtate it finds them, 
under fin and ſuffering, After Gop. hath pre- 
pared the way to give his Spirit and work g of, 
ouſly for himſelf, is it unworthy of him to. — 
holineſs, in thoſe hearts which are now utterly 
deſtitute of it ? Is it unworthy of his bene to 
help the weak, enlighten the ignorant, purify the 
unclean, and give joy to thoſe who have deſtroy- 
ed and made themſelves miſerable? It cannot, be. 
The doctrine glorifies his goodneſs, and is adapt- 
ed to the need of miſerable men, therefore, our. 
belief of it is reaſonable. To thoſe, who haye. 
felt their ſpiritual e the doctrine ap- 
pears to be their only hope. By experience, 
they know the need of divine power to change 
the heart, and to give and ſuſtain the exerciſe of . 
grace. They know their own weakneſs, throu gh. 
remaining ſin, and the power temptation th 
over them; ſo that, if there were not a 1 
of gracious aſſiſtance by the Spirit of God, they - 
would ſtill deſpair of eternal life. From the 99955 
viction of experience, they are diſpoſed toaſcribe . 


every eng do to an x efficacious fandtification from... F. 
abs 


% WS” beats Fork 
FE 4 „ EIA ES EDS 


W What is tive eas. 
the doctrine of our juſtification, by the free race 
of Gop, through the righteouſneſs of ESUS,. * 
Cnnis r? Certainly we need this favor, for we 
are guilty, and ruined and miſerable. There can... 
be no objeCtion to the doctrine, as being unne- 
ceſſary for ſinners. 80 long as their own, cone... 
85 E condemn —_ it cinnot be * 
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. whether G0 may do it juſtly, To be pa 
ed and acceptetby Him adit ea deſitable things 
. and who, without it, can appear hap] pily before 
bim; It is therefore reaſonable to believe we 
need this mercy. Pe 
Nerritx is it unworthy of tnfinits goodneſs 
freely to juſtify miſerable fittiers, ſince his wil. 
dom hath concerted and effected the means, f 
doing it gloriouſly for himſelf through the right. 
"eouſnieſs of JzsUs CIS Tr. Divine mercy is not 
attribute, which will do a private favor at the 
| gener of public good, and of his Own lory as 
moral Governor of the unlyerſe, Since, his 'wiſ- 
dom hath made it honourable for himſelf and 
ſafe for his kingdom to accept finners, it cannot 
be thought unworthy of his dignity. It is a work 
- of oodheſs, and goodneſs is always honorable, 
Goddnels is the glory of Gop, and the more un- 
delerriog the ſubjects of mercy, the more he is 
glorified in the beſtowment of his free and won. 
derful F 
On is it unteaſonidle' that this mercy to un- 
ers, ihould be granted through the dienten 
nels of JESUS CHRIST HD? 
Hen human pride may have its objections, 
— from an unwillingneſs ' to be dependant on 
5 grace, ſo ſovereignly purchaſed and applied, may 
J F it is an unfit thing, for a ſinner to be accept- 
and glorified, through the righteouſneſs "of 
be But when we "conſider what is meant 
by this, all appearance of unfitneſs and inequity 
Vaniſhes. By ſtanding in the place of finners, 
xls r did Bet become a finner, nor mar bis 
den infinite purity. He did not relinquiſh any 
divine right, nor become ſtained with moral tur- 
pitude. He voluntarily ſuffered that others might 
be benefitted. And might he not reaſonably en- 
dure pain for his own glory, the glory of his fa- 
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germ. XV. Cbrjfian dex lu regfmadle, 26x 
{6 . 
ther, and the procurement of eternal glory 


for 

multitudes who muſt otherwiſe ſuffer an eternal 

hell? In this gracious and glorious tranſaGtion, 

there is no transferal, either of fin or holineſs? 

which were acted by one being; ſo as to become 
the fin or holineſs of another being. In the 

ſcriptural ſenſe of this tranſaction, CHRIis r might 

reaſonably put himſelf in the ſinner's place, He 

might ſuffer, to make peace on earth and bring 

glory to God in the higheſt, 


| 33 
Ap may nota holy God, acting e 
accept his ſufferings and obedience, ſo, as for t $4 
fake of them, to ſanctify and forgive offending 
ſinners ? God takes no delight in the death of 
the ſinner. Pain or miſery, conſidered by itfell 
is not pleaſing in his fight, In the penalty of 
the law, he appointed it, not for its own ſake, 
but to diſplay his holineſs, and maintain his goy: 
ernment againſt the rebellion of ſin. Whatever | 
anſwers the end, for which the ſinner's puniſh» 
ment was ordained, may be accepted; and the 
tranſgreſſor may thus becomeacandidate formercy, 
The ſacred obligation of the law, and all divine 
perfections are diſplayed by the ſufferings. and 
obedience of Jzsus CHRIST, fo, that forgiveneſs 
may be granted in a way glorious for God. The 
fixed holineſs of - his nature and government, 
beam forth more brightly, through the life, 
death and obedience of his Son, than it paffibh 
could by the eternal execution of juſtice, in colt 
_whom he is pred to forgive. In this caſe he 
may reaſonably forgive through the righteouſe 
neſs of his beloved Son, The doctrine is a won» 
| derful diſplay of divine love, and permits thoſe 
5 do hope, who might . be caſt off forever, b 
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66 6 — doctrinet reaſmable; 

„ TazRrE are ſeveral other dofrines nn to 
the chriſtian faith, which I. hall not at this time 
mention; for it is preſumed, they neceſſarily fol- 
low fram- thoſe which have been noticed. A - 
ſingle diſcourſe, from its brevity, only admits * 
hints on this glorious ſubject, which + wat 2 
copious illuſtration. Chriſtianity claims, not on- 
ly to be reaſonable ; but to be gloriouſly reaſon- 
able, above every ſcheme of faith or practice, that 
hath been received in the world. Its reaſonable- 
neſs is its great ſtren gth. The pure, great and 
good character, which it aſcribes to God; the 
wonderful. union, and rich diſplay both of juſtice 
and mercy, which is made in the way of ſalva- 
tion; the means it provides for making Gon 


| glorious i in forgiving ; the ability of the Medis. 


tor to ſave to the uttermoſt. them who come to 
Gop by him; its ſufficiency for all the wants of 
uilty ſinners, will forever prove it to be be 
cheme of Gop's own wiſdom. | 
Baixo a ſinner to penitence ; to feel his guilt, 
his wants and miſeries; to know what he is and 
what he deſerves; and at this moment ſet be- 
fore bim every ſcheme of religious faith that hath 
been i in the world, and all che ways of render- 
ing a holy Gop propitious, he will ſay, without 
heſitation, give me the chriſtian faith, give me 
CnRIsT for a Saviour. If I :can, obtain this 
faith, in its true and ſanctifying exerciſe, Gon 
will be glorious i in forgiving, and I ſhall be happy 
in receiving. This faith will give me all the ben- 
efits of a pure, righteouſneſs ;_ and though I am 
a guilty creature, I may be pardoned ;-though I 
am a weak creature, I may be ſtrengthened. It 
vill ive me a balm for every wound; and the 
joy, for heavineſs. He will kejaice in LN 
af the ploy of G 0e 


Serm. XV. Chrifian dberiner reges 


2 ALL, who reject the chriſtian revelation; muſt 
-be under two inſuperable difficulties,” which are 
ſufficient to caſt a gloom over their moſt cheerful 
hours. They have no expiation to offer to Gop, 
in their pleading for mercy, but their own ſin- 
ful mortifications. They have no righteouſneſs 
to urge, but their own imperfe&t obedience. 
They have no aſſurance from his own mouth, 
fin can ever be forgiven ; and taking it as granted 
that it may be, ſtill, the manner how is left to 
their own looſe conjecture. After they have 
fixed the point, that Gop is a good being, how 
can they be aſſured, his goodneſs will diſpoſe him, 
or make it a conſiſtent thing for him, to forgive. 
ſinners who deſerve to be rejected? This is a 
great difficulty which muſt ſpread a gloom over 
their death · bed. They muſt think, though wefeel 
penitence, it is not known for certainty, that 
penitence will be accepted; for even goodneſs may 
require us to be eternally caſt off. This is a trial 
which reaſon can never ſurmount. They muſt 
leave the world, either, in the ſecurity of igno- 
rance and à hard heart; or, take eternity at for- 
lorn venture, it may be peaceful —it may be in- 
ſupportable torment. Here, the chriſtian be- 
lever may rejoice, in hope of mercy through an 
all. ſufficient Saviour, and relying on the promiſe 


of a moſt true Goo. 
© ANOTHER infuperable difficulty in the way of 
diſbelievers. is this. They have a rational con- 
_ viſtion of fin. They have often reſolved; and 
found their reſolutions inefficacious. They have 
uſed means without avail. They have no prom- 
iſe, no encouragement of a ſanctifier. They be- 
lieve nothing of a purchaſed and efficacious influ- 
ence, to aid their weakneſs, and fit them for near 
communion with a holy Gop. Theſe are the 
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defirines reaſonable. Serm. XV. 
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SERMON XVI. 


Chriſtian duties reaſonable. 


wWWVarcn is your reaſonable ſervice. 


"ou preſent is a day of great declenſion 
from chriſtian faith and practice. The 
number of diſbelievers, compared with the whole 
number of men, who have a doctrinal acquaint- 
ance with the goſpel, is greater than it hath been 
in any paſt period of time, ſince chriſtianity was 
publiſhed. This is a wonderful and inſtructive 
event. By the fulfilment of prophecy and other 
means, the evidence of truth is made greater than 
ever before, At this moment of increaſing light, 
there is alſo increaſing infidelity. This ſhows the 
folly of men, the nature of fin, and the weakneſs 
of means, when not accompanied with the effi- 
cacious ſpirit. It is a proof, that men were never 
ſinful through want of eyidence for their duty. 
Ls chriſtians ſhould be diſcouraged, this 
defection was foretold in the ſure word of proph- 
ecy, as a mark of the laſt days, when Gon will 


come to avenge his injured cauſe by. wad 
ments on mankind, and prepare the way for A 
more pure ſtate of his church. This e 
of ent in faith and prodiics ſerves, b 
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| on chriſtian. doctrines and Ls are reaſonable, : 
and worthy of divine wiſdom. _ 

Tus reaſonapleneſs of chriſtian e or 
articles of belief, was conſidered i in the laſt diſs 
courſe. Some of the moſt important were men- 
tioned, and thoſe particularly, which are myſte- 
rious 75 human underſtanding. The more we 
examine them; the more clearly it will appear, 
their myſtery doth not imply contradiction, nor a 
natural impoſſibility. They elevate our concep- 
tions of Gop's. natural and moral fulneſs, and 
provide a remedy for the miſery of ſinful men, 
in a way „ with divine glory. No other 
ſcheme of belief admits a Gop of ſuch tranſcend- 
enit excellency,, and a created kingdom of ſuch 
purity and peace. Therefore, a belief of chris. 
tian doctrines is reaſonable. This being admit 
ted, it goes far to prove the duties of chriſtianity 


to 'be reaſonable ;. and to this ne dad en 
diſcourſe will be devoted. ; 


- ALL the duties of chriſtianity; bet tight! 
or evangelical z whether ariſing from natural re- 


lations or poſitive inſtitutions | are a reaſonable* 
ſervice. 
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Auron theſe e are * 1 muſt 
be permitted to addreſs a claſs of perſons, m 


in number, who ſuppoſe cbrilkanty ista religi ou, | 
and-intend to die in this Tg yet e deſ- 
titute of its practice. 

„Arrno' ſuch do not chævig to be thought in. 
fidels, their caſe is dangerous, and they have no 
title to the benefits of that belief, in which they 
have been-educated. Their dodtinal faith is, in 
a great meaſure uſeleſs to them. Epen {0 Fl faith, 
Fit hath not works, is dead, - alone. Tea, a 
man may ſay, thou haſt faith I have works 
ſhow me thy faith without thy 57 and I will ſhou 
thee my 5 by my works. Thou believeft that there 
is one Gop ; thou doeft wwell : the devils alſo believe, 'F 
and tremble. But-wilt thou know, 0 vain man, that 
Joh without works is dead? 

Tux end of doQrine is to produce practice i 
che heart and in the life. Practical religion in 
the heart, is more important than any thing ex- 
ternal. Although there cannot be practice With 
out doctrine, it is certain, that doctrine alone 
will never ſave a man. Sinning againſt greater 
light, he may be more guilty in the fight o Gov. 
with, than without it. There is no need of m my 
attempting to prove, that many come under this 
deſcription. They ſee the great and ſolemn works, 
of providence, without any conſideration.” ' They . 
hear the word of Gov, and do it not, and 5 
like unio a man beholding his natural face in a glaſs -. 
for he beholdeth himſelf, and goeth bis way, and 
ſftraightway forgetteth what manner of man he zb. 
They live under the full beams of chriſtian light, 
ſtill, in all reſpects relating to vital religion, live 
as they would do, F paces ane a me 
people. 


CONCERNING fuch beten we may obſerve.” 


Tux appear to think it a matter of little 
conſequence, what men's religious opinins ate. 
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272 OCObriſtian duties rea/angble. Serm. XVI, 
With them i it is enough, if they profeſs to have 
ſome opinions. It hence appears they think all | 
religion a civil, faſhionable thing, and that a ho- 
ly preparation for eternity, and a pure conforms 
ity to Gop is out of the queſtion. Theſe peo- 
ple are in part right, for if practical religion in 
heart and life muſt be put away, it is of little 
conſequence what opinions are embraced. On 
this ſuppoſition, opinions are only a faſhion for 
the day, will die with the perſon who holds them, 
and have no ſaving effect for eternity. 
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Fün rh R, ſuch perſons are not ſolemnized by 
the truth. 

Trey may often come where Gop hath ap- 
pointed ſocial prayer to be offered, and may ſit 
before him as his people; but their ſervice 18 
more fitly called the civility of a chriſtian land- 
where providence hath placed them, than a wor- 

| ſhip of the Father in ſpirit and in truth, Even 
m he ſanctuary they do not feel a preſent Gop, 
nor an accountableneſs for the opportunity. 
Confeſſion, is of the tongue only, without feel» 

ing. Decorum without piety is the moſt that is 
attempted; and having paidtheſerviceof the week, 
though the time be ſtill ſacred, vanity ruſhes into 

the heart, flows from the lips, and marks the 
actions of the concluding Sabbath. Is this reli 
gion? Is this that love and fear, which is due to 
a Gop of infinite glory and holineſs? Is this a 
true concern, or real preparation for the immor- 

tal intereſts of the ſoul? Is this a piety, which 

can conſole the pains of a death-bed, and illu- 
mine the ob unexperienced path from time. 
to eternity? No, it is not. 

Warr is the love, the reverence, the PR, | 
formity'to Gor ? Where is the deep ſenſe of 
guilt, the vaſeigned humility, the deſpair in his 
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A As with which a ff emptied — 
gots to CExrsr ? Where is the love, with Which 
a true diſciple leans on the boſom of Insvs, and : 
finds 2 beginning heaven in the company of his 


Saviour? The devotion, the fire of the facrifice is 
wanting. How aſtoniſhed with tlie ſight, and 
with his own guilt, will ſuch a foul+be, if taken 
in a moment, from the formal and fafhionable 


worſhip of this world, to behold the- 9 devo-' ; 


tion of Jeruſalem above! . 

In deſcribing perſons of this cherscher and 
ſetting their defect before them, 1 ought, again, 
to mention. 

Tnxx are diſp leaſed "TY the f pirituality ol 
religion. Duties of the heart are as much be- 


yond their creed, as they are wanting in their 


practice. They are ready to wonder, as Nico. 
demus did, on hearing the doctrine of the new: 
birth, and fay, How can this be, or why is this 
neceffary? This is puſhing religo to an un- 
pleaſant 5 5 If this be true, I muſt be in ears 
neſt; I mu 

World. as I do of my farms and merchandize; FP 
muſt forego my pleaſures,” and begin a life of 


prayer, in which 1 never delighted; I 'muſt be 


more anxious for my ſoul than for my hon 
more defirous to ſet my houſe right with Gon, 


than to cheer it with the found of the tabret ant! 
the pipe. To ſuch, the life of piety, and a holy 


walk of communion with Gop is myſterious; 
They know not the thing, nor do they wiſh to 
believe it. Spiritual ſtrength from CHRTS, and 
rejoicing evermore in Gon and his government, 


is the ſtrange thing with which they defire no ac- 
amtance. Such are the perſons, who live at 


_ eaſe in Zion, in the very place where .Gop hath 
taught t hs Ul Tr oh * . While in 


3 


think as much of Gop and another 
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: through want of. obedience in heart. 


274 Obripian duties reaſmable. Serm. XVI. 
their own opinion chriſtians; they live without 
God i in the world. There is reaſon to fear, his 
comforting preſence will be as far from them in 
their death, as they have been from him 1 in their | 
lives. 


Prices i is the 3 ſors hich: doarine was 


bed and if one be reaſonable the other i is rea- . 


nable alſo. 7 


” WHAT is the practice, which Gov requires b ? 
Can it be, that a few religious civilities will ſat- 


isfy a holy Gop ? When, he tells us to love him 
With the whole heart, to mourn for fin, to walk 


before him in deep humility, to rejoice in him 
evermore and pray without ceaſing, and to ſtrive 
that we may enter in at the ſtrait gate; by all 
"theſe, can he mean we ſhould doQrinally believe 


theſe things to be right, and pretend the perform- 
-ance without doing them? Chriſtian duty begins 
in che heart, and an original defect here, muſt 

vitiate the whole in his fight. Gop is not a be- 
ing to he mocked, and he claims an obedience of 
the heart as his right. My ſon, give me thy heart. 


Our love of Gop ought to be with all the heart. 
As the abounding of infidelity, juſtifies 'an at- 
tempt to ſhow the reaſonableneſs of chriſtian 
doctrines; ſo the neglect of vital and experi- 
mental practice, requires us to ſhow the danger 
of # general declenſion in this reſpect, and that 
many, whoſe doctrines are right, are nz 


- ( 


* 


1. Ir is til we ſhould love God with 


| the whole heart, ſtrength and mind. 


Ne1THER a proteſhon of duty and obligation, 


nor any external ſervice amounts to evangelical 
obedience, if this ſupreme affection doth not ex- 


iſt in the heart. Moral -obligation ariſes from 
what God is; from his truth, goodneſs and right. 


ZSerm. XVI. Chrifian duties regfmatls, | 
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ceouſneſs; from the divine love or holineſs, b 
which he doth good to himſelf, and is diſpoſed to 
communicate from his own fulneſs in the bleſſed 
exiſtence of creatures. His character is lovely, 
whether we have hearts to love him or not; or 
whether our own ſituation be defirable or the con- 
trary. When God claims our obedience, he ap- 
peals to his own will, and what he is in himſelf, 
as a reaſon why we mould obey. | He never at- 
tempts any other proof of our obligation, of his 
right to command and our duty to obey, than te 
greatneſs, glory and excellence of his own na- 
ture and will. It is what he is, independent of 
man's diſpoſition, which makes our ſupreme love 
reaſonable. If it were not thus, there could be 
no ſuch thing as obli org holineſs, ſin and 
guilt. Whatever a bad heart may ſay, ſtill com- 
mon ſenſe approves this truth; — whatever ſin- 
ners may wiſh, their conſciences do notwith- 
ſtanding certify them, that a character and moral 
objects which are holy, have an inherent fitneſs 
for which they ought to be choſen. There is no 
truth more plain than this; none, which hath 
the more general aſſent of mankind ; and a de- 
nial of it deſtroys the exiſtence 4 moral oblige- 
tion. | 
II divine wende of love is teſtified by his 
| works. He hath not left himſelf without a wit- 
nes, in that he hath given us our exiſtence, our 
capacities of knowing and enjoying, fruitful ſea- 
ſons, the comforts of time, a knowledge of him- 
felf, a perfect law for the direction 5 our ſocial 
intercourſe, and a glorious ſcheme of grace to 
reclaim us from ſin to our duty and to eternal 
bleſſedneſs. All theſe things witneſs the fulneſs 


of Gop hab, and prove our fuprems er 
him to ae a a reaſonable TN HT 
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ta: der regie Serm IV. 


"Is there be lach a thing as lovelineſs, i its exiſt. 
' ence may, be traced up to Deity, the infinite foun- 
tain ; ſo that our ſupreme affections ought never 
to ſtop Hort of him. If the creatures have any 
excellence, who is the author, and by whoſe will 
is it ſuſtained in being? As every thing, which 
is worthy of love, flows forth from him; ſo, 
through every thing as a medium, o our ſupreme 
loye ought to flow back to him again, and it is 
but a reaſonable ſervice. Our divine introftas 
calls this law of loving Go, the firſt and 
commandment. Thoſe who live in Aiſobedience 
reject their whole duty and muſt be altogether 
condemned. It becomes them to inquire what 
excuſe they can make ; for they cannot deny the 
duty to be reaſonable, neither can they plead a 
want of knowledge. 

ArrER all, if any doubt whether Gov really 
requires our ſupreme love, and marks the daily 
want of it, as a great. ſin; let them ſhow us the 
reaſonableneſs of their proſtituted affections. 

et them teach what there is in their own imper. 
feQ, and ſinful natures, that is worthy to be low 
ed more than Gop. Let them deſcribe to us 
thoſe excellencies in the periſhing creatures, 
which are worthy to be brought into compariſon 
with Gop. Let them compare. weakneſs with 
rength, ignorance with knowledge, folly with 
wildom, impiety with infinite holineſs, and hu- 
man frailty with moſt glorious ſelf. exiſtence; 
then ſhow us that it is reaſonable to love them 
ſelves and the creatures more than Gop.. None 
are wiſe, but thoſe, who have brought themlelves 
to the moſt {trig examination in this paint. 


2. Tur ſelf. loathing and mourning for fin, 


which accompanies repentance res Con, i 18 - 
moſt 9 chin duty. _ 5 


amg able, 23 


Tus is practically denied by all who do not 
repent; and ſome are ſo fixed in their impeni- 
tence, as to make light of the grief which every 
chriſtian feels, in view of his fins committed a- 
gainſt a holy and good Gop. Turning from ſin, 
hating it, and ſelf-loathing for the commiſſion, 
are eſſential to repentance. Now mine eye ſeeth 
thee, wherefore I abhor myſelf, and repent in duft 
end aſhes. Then ſhall ye loathe yourſelves for your 

iniquities. Be aſſticted, and mourn, and\weep let 
your laughter be turned to . and your Joy Fo 
heavineſs. - 

In the ſame proportion as fin is wrong, we 
ought to mourn, and to loathe both its paſt domin- 
10n and preſent influence in us. No rational man, 

by ſelf-loathing for ſin, underſtands a hatred” of 
his own exiſtence ; but an abhorrence of the tem- 
per, through which he hath miſapplied his talents 
to an unworthy end. If fin be wrong we ou! 
to loathe its dominion over us, and whatever we 
have done contrary to our duty. It is reaſonable 
that the degree of ſelf. affliction ſhould be propor- 
tioned to our injury of Gop and men, and 
when this is ſeen juſtly, the grief will be great 
the abaſement be deep and heart-penetrating. A 
man cannot abſtain from loathing himſelf for 
what he diſſikes; and thoſe who make light of 
chriſtian mourning for ſin, and think Goin doth 
not require us to afflict our ſouls deeply for trank 
Pre ſhow the following things. That they 

ave never ſeen the glorious holineſs of Goo; 
are unacquainted with the evil of fin ; have not 
come to a knowledge of their deep corruption; - 


and have parted with ſin _ through fear of the ; 
puniſhment. 


Io ſee the reaſonableneſs of repentance and. 
mourning for ſin, we only need conſider the glo- 
rious * and ends to which it is . ed. 
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Chriſtian duties reaſonable. Serm. X VL 


poſed to Gop himſelf in his whole nature 
and government, to his bleſſedneſs, to all his 
rights, to his wiſe laws and government, and to 

the good of creatures. Chriſtian repentance is 


| Exerciſed in ſight of this, and muſt therefore con- 


tain a very ſenſible affliction of the heart. And 
though a mourning for ſin, will not reverſe what 
has been committed, it is neceſſary evidence of a 


preſent good temper, and cannot fail to be found 
in a ſanctified ſoul. If it be reaſonable to love and 


rejoice in God, there are the ſame reaſons for 
the mourning of repentance, and they will ever 


be united. 


3dly. Tux chriſtian duty of dedication to Goo 
is a reaſonable ſervice. _ 

Tus duty is not effentially different from lov- 
ing him ſupremely ; for we are, in fact, dedica- 
ted to the object of our chief love. Love i is the 
conſecrating, dedicating act of the mind, by 
which we give ourſelves away to the object of af- 
fection. But although ſupreme love and per- 
ſonal conſecration, may one imply the other, it 
is proper to diſtinguiſh them in conſidering this 
ſubje&.—Nothing is more hard to a ſinful mind. 
than it is to live for God and CHRIST, and 
whether we eat or drink or whatever we do, to 
do all for his glory. This chriſtian requirement 


appears unpleaſing to all who do not love Gop. 


They can find no happineſs in it; nor do they 
conceive, how it can be a pleaſant thing, to re- 
gard the Lord in all their thoughts, words and 
actions. It appears to them an obſtacle in the 
way of all their joys, and that the happineſs of 
living muſt be given up, thus to obey. The 
unpleaſantneſs of this duty to every ſinful mind 


is conceded; but this is no evidence it is not 
reaſonable. JJJ%%%%ꝙͤͤ˙ AO i, owe T9 3 


* 


Serm. XVI. Chri Nun due 22 2 2 


| Gov is the fountain of being, From. 9 we 
idhelved our exiſtence, and who upholds us. eve- 
ry moment. All we are, all we poſſeſs, all our 
powers of acting, and capacities of receiving, are 
his gift; ſo that we are his property in the high- 
eſt ſenſe. Is it not reaſonable he ſhould have the 
uſe of his own property, and command us ac- 
cording to his pleaſure ? If there be ſuch a thing 
as the right of property, it belongs to the crea- 
tor; and the requirement is reaſonable concern-. 
ing our own perional actions and ſervices.” . 
| 1 we e poll is a divine gift placed in our 

hands, under certain limitations of uſmem. 

Is it not reaſonable we ſhould devote our uſe 
of his gifts to his honor and the purpoſes of his 
infinite goodneſs in giving? He gives on theſe 


conditions, and we have no BOY: to depart from, 
this conditions of the gift. MA 


iT La our Gon is rol EA? in — 
nature. His glory and bleſſedneſs exceed Aa} 
whole creation in value, beyond any proportion, 
which can be deſcribed. Is it not reaſonable 
for the finite and dependent ereature, to A 
himſelf to the great all in all? ? 577 287 

Tur ory of Gov: and the happineſs of his. 
kingdom are inſeparably united in the divine 
_ counſel and providence. What infinite wiſdom 
hath thus joined together, no creature hath right. 
to put aſunder. Chriſtian conſecration i is, {wth 
fore, to the kingdom of Gov. Every ſervice of 
holy dedication, tends to promote the good of 
our brethren. It either glorifies Gon whom 

they love and delight to ſee honored, or is bene · 
ficial to our brethren of his family. And is it 
not reaſonable to have our whole being devoted 


2% Chr 2 duties reaſonable, Serm, XVI. 
to the glorious kingdom of CHRIS to do good 
and to promote that holineſs, from which an 
* Pure happineſs proceeds ? 


4 


r 


To be devoted to Gop, and — we eat 
or drink, or whatever we do, do all for his glory, 
is the greateſt honor, and moſt perfect happineſs 
of a creature; and therefore a reaſonable ſervice, 
The ſelfiſhneſs and pride of fin are ſelf.diſappoint- 
ing. With a purpoſe of exalting himſelf, the 
ſinner falls into deep degradation and looſes the 
perfection, of which his nature is capable. With 
the purpoſe of acquiring happineſs, and under 
the power of an all-graſping ſelf-love, he looſes 
the rational bliſs of intelligence and ſinks into 
pain. - Separated from Gop he hath nothing, but 
the littleneſs of a dependent, guilty creature. 
He can never make-himfelf more than he is; nor 
by other means be ſo honorable, as he may by 
conſecrating himſelf, gow and ſpirit, to the ſer- 
ber of the Lord. 
- T6 become a living facrifice to God is begin- 
Mag the life of glory. And let the common 
ſenſe, even of an unholy perſon anſwer, which is 
the greateſt happineſs; either to enjoy himſelf 
and the few things within his graſp, for a ſhort 
ſeaſon, or to be made of a temper, which pre- 
pares him to enjoy Gop and his kingdom forever 
and ever. By calling us to preſent ourſelves a 
Boing ſacrifice, holy and acceptable to Gon, he is 
calling us to the greateſt dignity and peace, and 
ore the wan is reaſonable. e 


oh - STILL the refuling: heart will object ; to de go 
ecenſeerated to God, as to ſeek his glory in eating 
und dvinking, and in the common actions of life, 
zs a thing impoſſible, and it is * we : 7 
of weak man to comply. 
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22 let me aſk, how is Ae and why 
are they unable to comply? Men do now act 
from motives in 
mon actions of life. Is it not as pollible,/ to do 
the ſame things from better motives, as from the 
finful ones by which they are now influenced? 
Unlawful things ought not to be done from a 
motive whatever; but, reſpecting all things w 
are right, it is as poſfible to do them from 
as from evil motives. The want of a good h 
is the only difficulty in complying. It is poſlible 
to do all things from right motives, . It is pothble 
to perform every action, under a ſenſe of duty 
and moral obligation to Gop and the ſyſtem of 
exiſtence with which we are naturally connected. 
This is what is meant by that conſeeration- to 
Goo, which doeth all things for his glory. It is 
feeling ourſelves to — to Go; to be his 
creatures ; that we have duties appertaining to 
us, which are ſufficient to fill up the whole time 
of life; and actually doing them with this tem- 
per. Although, it may be impoſſible: to have 
the glorious nature of Gon in actual perception, 
every moment of time and in every action per- 
formed; we may ſtill act, in ever thing. we do, 
under a ſenſe of moral and holy obli This 


ſervice. 


N Tri is 3 that * lives. which | | 
we live in the fleſh, ſhould be by dy n _ 
Cnnlsr the Son of See. 05 


Tax ſupreme giver of every ated and perſe 
gift, even in the caſe of thoſe who never finned, 
may rightfully preſcribe the manner in which he 
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reignty 3 and from his infinite wiſdom and good- 
neſs, it may be preſumed, he will appoint the beſt 
manner. Much more may he preſcribe to guilty 

ſinners, who deſerve utter rejection, how they 
ſhall approach to aſk, and how receive his unde- 
ſerved favors. From his own information, we 
know that infinite purity forbids any other ap- 
proach, than through his Son. Thus he can 
honourably give; and thus we may moſt copi- 
ouſly receive. Neither preſent nor future blef- 
fings can be claimed as a matter of right. Faith in 
Jzsvs CHRIS r, is going to Gop through him as 
a Mediator, to receive what we need. Is it not 
reaſonable that creatures ſhould go to Gop for 


the ſupply of their needs, and that guilty crea- 


tures ſhould go in the manner he directs? Do 
they not need a daily aſſiſtance - the light and 
quickening of his holy ſpirit? Looking to Gon 


through a Mediator, with a ſenſe of their depen-' 


dence. and unworthineſs, for ſuch temporal and 
ſpiritual mercies as they need, is what chriſtians 
mean, when they ſpeak of living by faith, in Jz- 
sus CHRIST the — of Gop. It muſt de rea- 


ſonable for God to beſtow and for us to receive, in 


the manner, which is moſt glorious for him, and 
which, at the ſame time, ſupplies our wants moſt 

fectly. It is conceived, no one can object a- 
gainſt the daily communion of faith in Gop and 


_ Can187, unleſs pride of heart forbids, and divine 


holineſs f is diſtaſteful. 


* Evzxy other einiichn- grace is approved by 
Wen. Is it not reaſonable for creatures, in-alt 


caſes, to ſubmit to divine ſovereignty ; knowing 


that infinite Wane and goodneſs will appoint in 
the beſt manner? The inefficacy of a reſiſting 
willz and the ignorance | of creatures what gov- 
ernmunt of the univerſe is beſt, are confiderations- 


W teach the propriety of ſubmiſſion. | 1 
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Serm. XVI. Chriſtian duties reaſonable. 283 
I*ͤͤ1 7 
„ PariExcz under afflictions is a moſt excellent 
Chriſtian virtue. The condition of human life is 
5 expoſed to innumerable evils, and no man hath 
a right to expect himſelf exempted from the lot 
of ſinful, weak humanity. A great portion of 
the ſacred writings is calculated to inſpire a pa- 
tient ſpirit —And is it not reaſonable? We have 
the example as well as the command of CHRIST. 
To ſhow the wiſdom of providence in impoſing 
trials, we ought to conſider our | deſert at the 
hand of a holy Gop—the witneſs he ought to 
bear for his own rectitude, by his treatment of 
us and the benefit of afflictions, to thoſe Who 
endure them. They are a purifying furnace. 
Noꝛo no chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth'to be: joyous, 
ut grievous : nevertheleſs, it afterward yieldeth-the 
peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs, unto them which are. 
exerciſed thereby. Patience is a moſt reaſonable 
„ Ge Ir FCC 
thly. VIS ISLE chriſtian morality, in all its 
branches, is a reaſonahſg ſervice, being neceſſary 
both for the glory of Go and the good of ſo- 
ceiety. war Apt "$454.73 FLOEH BY % a Nala Qi 
_ - Very few will dare to queſtion. the excellence 
of chriſtian morals, as deſeribed in the goſpel. 
The moſt vicious fear the crimes: of other men,; 
ſo that there is a general conſent, even of the im- 
moral, that viſible morality is reaſonable and to 
be defired. In this reſpeQ, the chriſtian-precepts 
excel all other writings. . Arguments for viſible 
morality are drawn from the higheſt ſource, the. 
nature and relations of Gop and his creatures. 
 _.. CHRISTIAN duties muſt proceed from an hon- 
eſt and benevolent heart. Such general rules of 
practice are given, as will comprehend ever 
caſe. Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as tb. 
Therefore all things whatſoever you would that men 
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ſhould do to you, do ye even fo to them. The law of 
the 2 is explained by innumerable gos. 
pel precepts, giving it the moſt extenſive appli 
cation to every character. condition and cireum- 
ſtance of life. Our neighbourly love muſt reach 
to all men. All are to be treated juſtly and hon- 
eſtly . Their rights of perſon, property, purity 
and reputation are declared to be ſacred.— The 

Higheſt good of every one, for time and eternity, 


is to be ſought. We are to love and pray for 


enemies and do them good. Revenge is forbid- 
den, in every caſe; and we are to recompenſe 
evil for evil to no man, but to overcome evil with 
good. We are directed to be ſubject to govern- 
ment —in honor to prefer one another to be 
kindly affectioned to purſue the things which 
make for peace to remember the poor, the wid- 
ow and the afflicted, and to be like CHRIST. who 
went about doing good. » OT 

From a multitude of ſimilar precepts, we learn 
the excellence of viſible chriſtian duty to men 
our brethren. It is i eaſy to ſee why the 
chriſtian morality, is more pure and (extenſive 
than the heathen. The heathen morality is all 
drawn from ſelfiſh principles, and extends no fur- 
ther, than they were driven by neceſſity for their 
own immediate ſafety, in the civil compacts of 
life.— The chriſtian morality has a higher ſource 
in.the principle of benevolence to being, and 


will, therefore, include every thing and extent 
to every caſe, where the happineſs and perfection 


of rational minds is affected. This law of viſible 
morality is good like Gop who gave it. It will 
make us reſemble him make us the moſt happy 
we can be, and moſt inſtrumental of good to our 
brethren. If there were no evidence in favor ef 
chriſtianity, but the ſuperior reaſonableneſs und 
93 of ſuch moral duties; as are commun 
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ed between men; chid would be ngligh ba & el. 
22 its obligations on all. In compariſen with 

it, every other ſcheme of faith and Naa alt 
give WAY. © 

In chriſtian practice, we may alſo include favs. - 
ral duties, which depend on poſitive inſtitution. 
Of this kind are the goſpel ordinances of baptifin 
and the Lord's ſupper. That theſe: are reaſona> 
ple, will be contended by none, who have a pre. 
vious conviction and love of the doctrines and 
perſonal conſecration to Gov, which have: been 
already conſidered. ; 
— Thr fitneſs of prayer to Gov, is atknoule 
ed by thoſe who have not the chriſtian ſcheme. 
faith. Although prayer be much enjoined it does 
Hot wholly dende on a poſitive inſtitution; 
So with reſpect to the Sabbath, there is natural 
evidence that ſome part of time ought to be de- 
voted to the worſhip of Gon. The poſitive inſti- 
tution, of a ſeventh part of time to be thus devot - 
ed, appears reaſonable. If we had not this pre- 
cept, through our inclination to forget Gop and 
depart from holineſs, all worſhip of him would 
de ſoon omitted by the greateſt part of men. 
The heathen, who have ſtated ſeaſons for their 
idolatrous worſhip, : appointed by their own at 
thority, have fucceeded in perpetuating. theit 
times and tites, only by making them carnivals 
of fin and ſenſuality. The ſanctification of a 
Sabbath 18, n a reaſonable ſervice. a 


Tus more we examine into chriſtian dofrines 

and duties, the more apparent it becomes that 

they are agreeable to reaſon and common ſenſe 5 

glorious for Gop and declarative! of his 

tion; and adapted to relieve ſinners from their 
The chriſtian may challenge mankind to 

ch his doctrines es ad law of pr practice; and he 
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may be ares: that examination will terminate 


in their favor. 


If it be demanded why he glories 


in being a chriſtian, he may appeal to his doctrines 
and law of holineſs to anſwer for him. If it be 

objected, that many unreaſonable articles of be- 
lief and wicked practices have been found among 


the profeſſors of chriſtianit 
less in the church; he mul 


„who claim high 
appeal from theſe 


ſcandalous examples, which cannot be denied, to 
the Holy Bible, which contains his creed and his 


law. He muſt ſhow the objector that the moſt 


holy inſtitutions, doctrines and laws, may be 
perverted, proſtituted, and mingled with corrup- 


tion by unholy men. 


He may appeal to the ob- 
jector's own heart, and tell him; that the ſame 
averſion to chriſtian holineſs, through which he 
oppoſes the doctrines of revelation, hath led 


others, who have ſtill called themſelves chriſ- 


tians, to miſrepreſent, to divide, to explain away, 
or to mingle human invention with the pure 


reta 


cout the power of 


truth and precepts | of Gop. Alſo, that many, 
a true faith, have had the form with⸗ 
godlineſs. 5 


CHRISTIANITY hath a right to be' judged, by 
its own books, and its written articles and laws; 
and thoſe who diſhonor 1 it, either by wilful per. 
verſion to accommodate it to their own luſts, or 


by diſobedience, muſt bear their own. 


_ 


Sou few, who have fallen into infidelity; h aye a 


doneit after much inquĩry and with an actual knowl- 


of theevidence in favor of chriſtianity. 


Such A 


perſons have followed the choice of their on 
bearts; and there is very little reaſon to expect 
they will ever be reclaimed. They have treated 


Gov and his goſpel contemptuouſly, and 
they recmued not the love 


be ſaved. 


For this cauſe, 


delufion, that * . 3 E 


of the truth, that they mg 
GO hath ſent them für 


"Ir" 2 


erm. XVI. Chr 


duty of chriſtians, to ſes all means for reclaims 
ing even ſuch, ſtill, here; is little 8 toiexs | 
pect ſucceſs.” > | „ Set 
"Tazzs is a very 2 dame of 5 
Art ſituation, whom I importune to confid- | 
It is thoſe who doubt, and have not yet 
— to a fixed concluſion. They are willing 
to reject chriſtianity becauſe they find no pleaſure 
in the duties of rehigion.—lIt forbids many things, 
which are agreeable. to their taſte; it reſtrains 
their appetites; and calls them to a difagreeable 
ſelf-renunciation. On theſe accounts, they are 
willing to diſbelieve, if it can be done ſafely. 
Added to this natural temptation, they find a 
multitude of their neighbours in the ſame caſe;- 
who are ready to make a common cauſe with 
them, in doubting the moſt ſacred truths. They 
hear ſome, who are far advanced in the ſchool: 
of feepticiſm, ridiculing and ſcoffing; and others, 
of incurable morals, blaſpheming. Theſe great- 
er ſinners, are often found, among the affſuent, 
the profeſſedly wiſe, and the pow ones of the 
world, by which means, they have 2 great ad- 
vantage, 2 infidiouſly to ſeduce or baughtily:. | 
to inſult. . Thus ſeduced, by their -own-inward;. 
corruptions, . and- the. temptations around them, 
their doubts are becoming more bold. Inſtead 
of conſulting the holy ſeripture, with a candid 
with to know the truth; they ruſh into circles.o6 


impiety, hoping to hear ſome jeſt or argument 


againſt the religion of Cnxisr. Inſtead of go- Y - 


ing to the cloſet, and imploring direction from 
the Father of light, they take counſel at the 
mouth of perſons, who are talkative through. | 
vanity and ignorance. They are really, all this: 5 
time, ignorant of chriſtianity, and their whole at- 
tention * been to and e rather . 


* 3 


ta ncaa its doctrines or ſearch. for the TI 
ſonableneſs of its duties. They begin to c 
reaſon and revelation, in a ſtate of natural oppo · 
ſition. They begin to eſteem their appetites, a 
guide to beprincls and greatneſs. They begin to 
eſteem the piety of their Fathers. ta be ſuperſti- 
tion, and pity the ignorance of the laſt age. 
They amr. wh the lethargiſed ſtate of their own 
confciences to be a fortunate circumſtance, and 
hope ſoon to find the liberty of fin, in thinking 
and acting as they pleaſe, without n premoni- 
tion of death to come. 
O unHarrr men! You are near the limits, 
beyand which, ſovereign grace, either never or 
_ _ brings infidels back again to hope 
| Jau are not abſolutely fixed in re- 
| = og his word, nor are your conſeiences finally 
5 "—_ diere farther, in this courſe, will 
vou in a ſtate, with which. Gon 
. a is Spirit ſhall not ſtrive. . After a few 
ſtepa further, you will probably feel eaſy concern. 
ing another world, and there will be no bands: in 
eur death. Vou hava ſeen ſome of this, charac- 
ter die without fear ; but. dg net hope much from 
this eircumſtance; for the worſt of men, as of- 
ten die in ſtupidity, as the beſt do in chriftian 
ctriumph. pd thou gh amine. hath 
0 ein it. 
Ir death ſhould abgronchs while of the charge- 
ter I have ſuppoſed you to be, you will be terrihly 
-furprized. You will not dare to die; you. can» 
not hope. You will find a Gon angry with fig, 
and the need of a mediator. Vou wal. find, that 
-finis miſery; that your own unholineſs is a curſe; 
and that Gon need only leave you to yourſelves 
to make you eternally miſerable. Conſciqũs of 
guilt in refiſting the light, you will groan in ſpir- 
it, nat daring to look towards an injured heaver 
for needed light and grage, You probably w 


"a2 


. XVI. Chrifian diticr reinable. = ag 


the ſerious perſons, whom you once ridiculed, to 
ray for you. Alas! Your cafe will pierce their 
. with ſorrow, and they will try to pray, 
but it is uncertain whether they can; for if Gon 
hath left you, they will find their cloſets deprived 
of that divine aid, through which, on former oc- 
caſions, they have often called fervently and ef- 
fectually on Goo. | - AR? 
Io all, who have not formed an ultimate de- 
termination to reject, let me propoſe the follow- 
ing queſtions; and let me beg of them to con- 
ſider and give an anſwer to their own conſciences, 
in ſome place ſuited for prayer and meditation on 
Gov, and with an open Bible in their hands. 
Was not a diſtaſte to the duties of religion, the 
true reaſon you began to doubt Do you nat 
wiſh to find arguments againſt the law and goſ- 
pel of Gop; and if you do, are you not preju- 
diced judges againſt the truth ?—If prejudiced 
ought you not to ſuſpe& yourſelves ? Have you 
ever examined the ſcriptures thoroughly,” to 
know whether its doQrines and duties are rea- 
ſonable?— Are not thoſe perſons who are tempt- 
ing you, and on whoſe profeſſed ſentiments, you 
are building your own opinions and, your: eaſe, 
unworthy to be truſted in the immortal concerns 
of your ſoul ?—Are not ſome of them very ig- 
norant, vain, aſſuming, full of words without 
knowledge ; and are not others of them immor- 
al; and are not all of them perſons in whoſe 
hands, you would not truſt your worldly intereſt, 
without a check on their conduct? If fo, is it 
not unwiſe in you to be influenced by their opin- 
ions, in a caſe of ſuch infinite importance, as the 
obtainment or loſs of eternal happineſs ? When 
you have thought danger approaching, did you 
Not feel the need of * goſpel and of a Saviour to 
. N OE 72 „ 
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make your appearance before God ſafe? Do yeu 
not ſometimes feel guilty even for your doubts ; 
and are not theſe doubts the greateſt, when ſuch 
indulgence of appetite, as you know to be wron 

and dangerous to ſociety, is moſt prevalent in 
your conduct? Do you not find the duties of 


life, which all men allow to be fit, are moſt ea. 


ſily performed; and that temptations are moſt 
eaſily reſiſted, when the revealed commandments 
of Gop appear moſt real to you ?—lf Gop be 


our creator, he can give us the beſt inſtruction; 


and as he dwells in the praiſes of eternity, muſt 
be able to teach us the attainment of its bleſſed. 
neſs; and have you by prayer aſked his direct- 
ion, that he would enlighten and fit you for the 
greateſt good ? If you Have ever prayed, when 
were your doubts the greateſt, either after you 
had looked to heaven for direction, or in the total 
neglect of duty? Have you ever found in your 
approaches to infidelity, ſuch real peace of mind 
as you wiſhed to obtain? If Gop were now te 
place you on the bed of death, could you ſay I 
depart peacefully? Could you forget your ſins, 
and coming boldly into his preſence, demand his 
mercy ? Or, it you ſhould thus do, is he under 
obligation to hear, and grant your requeſt? 
Bron you reject the word of revelation, go 
into retirement, lay the holy ſcriptures before you, 
and lift your eyes for direction to him who crea- 
ted and now preſerves you, and anſwer to your 
own conſcience the queſtions I have propoſed. 
Do it in ſolemn remembrance that Gop cannot 
be deceived, and that the conſequences of your 


acting will be forever borne by yourſelf. I am 


certain, that, in this courſe, you cannot call the 
duties of religion unreaſonable. You will find 
yourſelf to be both ignorant and guilty, and in 


need of the goſpel ſalvation. * May we all be en- 


lightened unto eternal life. AMEN. 


s E RMO N XVI. 


Chriſtian reſignation. 


PSALM xlvi. 10. 


ef, and kae that I an Cos. 


text 0 us to . the nature, 
duty and effects of chriſtian ' ri 
The whole'Pfalm is remarkable. It is a deſerip- 
tion of holy confidence in GoD:;; an exhortation 
to continue truſting 'in him; and a prophecy of 
the deſolations he ſhould make in the earth, to 
prepare the way for that peaceful ſtate of the 
Meſſiah's kingdom, which will ſucceed the many 
ages of violence that have been in the world. 
I the roth verſe, the prophet calls on the 
church, Come, behold the works of the Lord, what 
Agſalations he hath made in the earth. In the next 
verſe he paſſes on to deſcribe a period, which is 
ſtill future. He maketh wars to — unto. the end 
S the earth, he breaketh the bow and cutteth the ſpear 
in ſunder, he burneth the chariot in the fire. Then 
IE anne fande 
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7 will be exalted among the Peathen, I will be exalted 
inthe earth. 

'Gop ruleth in infinite: and winſearhuble wi. 
dom. In the midſt of darkneſs he is preparing 


for light, and in a way above the comprehenſion 


of men, is carrying on the ſcheme of infinite 
wiſdom, fo that all will redound to his greateſt 
glory and the beſt good of his' holy kingdom. 
It is creatures only, who are expoſed to do evil ; 
it is Gop alone, who brings good out of evil. 
This truth is believed and felt by good minds. 
They learn it from the word of God ; from their 
own experience; and from the infinite glory, 
which they ſee in the Gop of their hope. In 
contemplation of this truth, the church, in the 
ning of the Pſalm, is repreſented as ſay- 
1 is our refuge and ſtrength, a very pre 
22 in trouble. Therefore will we not fear, — 
the earth be removed, and though the moumrains be 
carried into the midſt of the fea, Though the waters 


thereof roar and be troubled ; though the mountains 
ſhake with the feoellin thereof. There is a river, 
the fireams whereof ſpall make glad the city of our 


'Gon + the holy place of the tabernacles * moſe 
high. God is "Iv the Zac bor 3 ſhe ſhall not be 
moved: Gop ſhall help her, and that right early. 
Theſe expreſſions of confidence, in the goodneſs 


- and ſafety of the divine Lr are uttered 


by the church in view of the deſolations which 


Go maketh in the earth. They are a ſtrong de- 


ſcription of confidence, in all ordering — 


The Lord is not to be truſted leſs in days of 
darkneſs and violence, than he is in days of E 


Peritz. There i is a command, fo rejoice . 


Which is in force at all times; and though every 


3 mY. look. terrifyin to human wikiom, 2 


ith riſes from ſeeing the temper and 


actions of creatures, to a — * wiſdom, 


Seri XVII. 
by which the whole is controled, -. In Gop ra ma 


ſelf we find reaſon to rejoice evermore, to be re- 
ſigned, and ſtill before him. This ſingle. truth, 

that Gop -reigns, will in every ſcene, calighte | 
and give comfort to a pious mind. 


Tur arafont is a period diſtinguiſhed by ca- 
: pan rk on mankind, through the exerciſe and 
violence of their own outraging- paſſions. - Gop 
is puniſhing men by their own ſin, and there ap- 
pears to be a preparation for much calamity to 
come. The word of the Lord is going — 
the earth, to ſhow his truth and holineſs. . 5 
though human wiſdom cannot lock to EY end 
of the ſcene, nor ſee in every event what Gop is 
doing, nor determine the future times and ſea- 
ſons; a chriſtian faith, directed by his word, be- 
holds a divine hand. Faith ſees the king of Zion, 
going forth conquering and to conquer, and pre- 
paring the way to fulfil his promiſe. The king- 
dom and the dominion, and the greaineſs of the. — 4 
dom under the whole — be given 70 the peo- 
ple of the ſaints f the moſt high, whoſe kingdom is an 
everlaſting kingdom, and all dominions ſhall ſerve and 
obey him. While many dark events are uſhering 
in the defired time, faith is ſtall, knowing that 
the Lord is God, and doing all things right. 
Iuꝝ diſpenſations of infinite wildem which af. 
fect great bodies of men are more conſpicuous, 
and many ſuffer or rejoice together; therefore, 
they are more noticed in the memorials of 
ages. But the ſame wiſe and holy Gop is acting 
in the daily events of time, which are confined in 
their influence, to the condition of families and 
individuals. Here alſo, faith and reſignation 
are neceſſary for the peace of men. There are 
ſo 1 pains, diſappointments, 2 overturn- 
ings, that it is ſcarce poſſible to go forward a ſin· 
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ge ole day with peace, unleſs we know that the 
ord is. 8 and are ſtill before him. Reſignation, 
flowing from a belief of Gop's infinite wiſdom 


and holineſs, is a principal ingredient of chriſtian 


peace. Reſignation is the fortitude of a chriſtian, 
for it is that, by which he overcomes and is hap- 

py. Reſignation, even if we judge on — 
principles, is the honor of a chriſtian ; for it — 
more firmneſs and ſelf. command to be reſigned, 


than it does to complain. Reſignation is the du- 


ty of a chriſtian; for infinite wiſdom hath a right 
to direct in all caſes whatever. Reſignation is 


neceſſary for all mankind. Many evils muſt be 


borne. Frailty is attached to our perſons, our 
properties, and the condition of our exiſtence, and 
thoſe who are moſt ſucceſsful in life, muſt en- 
dure many diſagreeable things. There are pains 


and .ſorrows due to the nature of man in this 


world, which his power cannot overcome nor 
his {kill evade. The chriſtian, who hath à prom 

iſe of God, that all things ſhall work for his good 
hath no promiſe to eſcape them; and the divine 
help which he is encouraged to ſeek, is patience 
and reſignation to bear. He muſt have pain; 
perhaps, poverty and blaſted expeQation in his 
offspring and his intereſt ; the calumny and per- 
ſecution of enemies; an endleſs variety of trials 
From the ſin of others, his own ſin, and the frail- 
ty of every ſurrounding object; the more in 


number and richneſs his — are, the more 


capable they become of bitterly afflicting him by 


he loſs; and he muſt finally part with & whole, 


is deſirable in this world. Through this 
path of life the good man muſt walk. 

-T HE covenant of grace gives him no encour- 
t.of exemption from theſe trials; ſo far 
Hom this that it ſaith, I vill viſit their. 75 L Le. 


with the rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes. New- 
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erthelsf+, my loving kindneſs will I not "utterly tale 


from him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail. F 


ye endare chaſtening, Gop dealeth with you as fons * 


Fer what ſon is he Sem the Father choteneth nor? 


To thoſe who forget God, afflictions are neceſſa- 
ry to-teach them the end of fin. To thoſe, who 
have an intereſt in the covenant of grace, they are 
a covenanted portion, tor their purifying and the 
trial of their faith. In each of theſe diſpenſations 
Gop is wiſe and holy; and all men, on one prin- 
ciple or another muſt ex pect them. Let refig- 
nation or ſtillneſs before Gon, be therefore fought, 


as a temper neceſſary for the happineſs of man in 
this world. 


J0 illuſtrate the nature, duty, and effects of 


reſignation, the following things ſhall be confid- 
ered. 


I. War is deſigned in the text, by knowing 


that the Lord is God. | 
II. Tux reaſons of chriſtian reſignation, © 


III. TIR bleſſed ect which follow ar 
ed temper. | 


IV. To deſcribe certain kinds of -efipnion; 


which may be found in an unholy ſtate, and miſ. 
taken for true grace. ö 


— 


that the Lord is Gop. 


Tu RE are many truths, which! men by their 
actions do not appear to know. They act as if 


ignorant, or fully determined to treat them with | 


no regard. We often ſpeak of perſons, as being 
ignorant of truth and duty, when they act, in a 
reſpects, as if they did not know. Al _—_ 
none are abſolutely ignorant of the being of a 


Gov, for all muſt have heard this glorious truth; | 


there are many, who act as they would do, if they 
— there were none. The truth is difes 


- 


1 WHAT is defigned 1 in this text by knowing 


e 


An 


E. 
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greeable; they are willing to be ignorant; they 


drive the ſubject from their meditations ; and are 
many times ſo ſucceſsful as not to be moleſted 
© by the remembrance. The fool hath ſaid in his 


Heart there is no GO. This is directly oppoſed 


to knowing that the Lord is Gop, which implies, 


1ſt, A BELIEF and practical apprehenſion of his 
being and glorious attributes ; of his preſence 
and conſtant efficiency ; that he is near and not 
afar off; that in him wwe live and move and have 
our being. For the exerciſe of any chriſtian grace 


ve mult believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
- of them that diligently ſeek him. An ignorance of 


Gop's being and preſence, is a foundation for 
all impiety. It is a principal cauſe of the crimes, 


with-which a ſinful life is filled; for if there were 
a juſt apprehenſion of him, they would be re- 


ſtrained, although the heart is not right with 


bim. Hence, we find in the holy word, ſuch 


pains taken to impreſs our minds with the being 
of Gop; that he lives, that he acts, that he is 


every Where preſent, that we are in his hand, 
3 that we are ever near him, and ſubject to his ſove- 


reign will. A ſenſe of this truth, is the begin- 


ning of all ſerious conſideration in ſinners; and 
the quickening of all gracious affection in chriſ. 


tians. Whoever is {till before Gop muſt know 


that he is, and be filled with an apprehenſion of 


the reality, the glory, fulneſs and eternity of his 
being. It may juſtly be feared that many good 


people, ſuffer the world ſo far to intrude: and 
drive an apprehenſion of Gop from their minds, 


as to prevent reſignation. They are impatient, are 


fretful with the things taking place around _ 


not recollecting that Gop is here; and thus grea 
ſin is committed. In ſuch caſes, 1 it is not a luck 
.cient-excuſe, that the impatience is not 
immediately againſt Gop ; for the probable rea- 


ſon it is not Is beginnt he is out of fight. Tu. 


„7%! AY Ds i Athy, ard ESTER. d er he Loo oe 


* 


een. 2 


patience with a condition, though. there be not F 


-preſent recollection, that it is ordered by the nl 


mighty; is {till a ſin againſt him. The creat 


parte: to ſee and adore him in every ang. 


adly. in n the Lord to be Gan. 0 is im- 
plied an apprehenſion of his ne b. 


dence. As he made, ſo he ſupports. 5 
Tu power which acted in creating, 1000 con- 

tinually in a providential government. It ſeems 
to us, as though the ſight would be wonderful, 0 
ſtand and ſee à world of creatures riſing into ex- 
iſtence by the creating will ; but ſetting aſide the 


novelty of the ſcene, it is as wonderful, to behold 


à world of creatures continue exiſting, upheld, 


moved, acted upon, and deſtined to their end, 
Dy the providential efficiency of the Almighty. 
The exiſtence | which we feel, and the things 
-whith we ſee, are effects of a power now acting. 


He upholds the laws of nature. All things, from 


the upholding of a world, to the falling of a hair, 
are the preſent work of GOD. This conſtant 


acting of Deity is what we call providence. It is 
univerſal, taking in the whole; and it is partie- 


ular, extending to the moſt minute events. It is 
a divine action, here and every where preſent. 


There is no power or wiſdom, foreign to himſelf 


and the effects of his will, by which he is in. 


enced, © 


'Tars 1 of Airing Pandi „ ill 


make every good mind yery joyful; and at the 
ſame time, very folemn, A providence. of this 


kind is eſſential to Gopnzan, and unleſs we have 


ſuch apprehenſions of him, we do not know him 


as Gop. Doubtleſs an unholy mind will object 
eee . 
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and confider it as a cauſe of unhappineſs ; but 
-unholy minds do not knowethe Lord, as Gon. 
Nothing ought to be called chriſtian reſignation, 
Which doth not thus realize a ſupreme and all- 
directing providence. - N 


Zadly. KNowine the Lord to be God, includes 


a full conviction of his perfect wiſdom and good- 


neſs in governing. _ 5 1 : 
Many who believe there is a Gop, and a ſu- 
preme proyidence, do not appear to have a con- 


viction of his wiſdom, in his own nature and in 
all his works. They do not conſider perfect 
wiſdom and goodneſs to be ſo eſſential and neceſ- 
ſary to GopHRAb as infinite power, In this caſe, 


they are judging from the darkneſs of depravity, 
and do not by their opinion honor him as Gop. 


There may be apathy; there may be the ſubmiſ- 
ſion of neceſſity; there may be the ſubmiſſion of 


a letfiſh heart, willing Gop ſhould reign for its 
own benefit; but there cannot be holy refigna- 
tion, without a belief of infinite wiſdom and good- 
neſs in the divine government. Chriſtian reſig- 
nation, is an exerciſe of a holy heart, directed by 
a rational underſtanding ; and reaſon can never 


approve a ſovereign action, which is not wiſe and 


and a lie; ſo may be the Gop of many in chri 
tian lands. Thoſe who have chriſtian means of 
Information, may be reſigned through falſe ap- 


4 


dom and the nature of his government, and thus 
their ſervice be neither rational nor holy. A 
full conviction of divine. wiſdom and gobdneſs in 
His government is neceſſary for knowing the Lord 


% 


to be Gor, and for a holy ſubmiſſion. _ 
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II. I AM to deſcribe the reaſons of chriſtian 
e e Ne: 8 1 OR 


* 
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i Tus exhanalins be ſtill and wind that Fam 
Gov, relates to the ſtate of the heart ox will, in 
view of divine ſovereignty ordering all events 
which take place. Reference is particularly had, 
to the affliction diſpenſed in divine judgment; for 
it immediately follows a call to behola the deſc - 


lations, which Gop makes in the earth, as a pre- 5 


paration for his own peaceful kingdom. Being 
ſtill before Gop means a quiet ſubmiſſion to his 
will, and all the works of his providence. A 
heart acquieſcing in the purpoſes of his govern- 
| ment, and the means by which they are executed. 
A cHRISTIAN is conformed to the * 
character, and having the ſame objects of 16 

and deſire, is inclined to acquieſce bee the Hine 
reaſons which move God to decree and execute. 


Is all caſes, where the reaſons of infinite il. 
Fey are known, they become reaſons for Telig 4 
"nation. \'The glory brought | to God. by : 4 dif) 55 
of his holineſs ; the advancement of his Lit Fang nz 
the ſuppreſſion or puniſhment of fin, are, ** at- 
ticular Caſes, motives to divine action, and "Roy 

are reaſons for chriſtian reſignation.” 1 
| Fon TRE R, t the infinite wildom And holineſs & 
'Gp o, is, in all caſes, a ſufficient Teaſofi for m 
12 ede reſigned to his government. He cannot 
do Ong he cannot act unwiſely; cannot de- 
Hire any hing that is unfit, or chooſe imprope! 
means to er a good, end. Infinite wiſdom | 
and goodneſs, enable him to deviſe and execute 
| in the beſt manner; ſo that his whole govern- 
ment is right and glorious. This is the great 
reaſon for chriſtian reſignation, and is ſufficient 
at all times, and under all eyents. © © 
Ir is defirable, if Gop permit, to know the 
reaſons of his government, and we may humb 
ſearch to ind them out; but if they remain Te; 


% Chrifion refquation. Sem. XVI. 
it is, notwithſtanding, our- duty to ha reſigned, 
A'knowledge of his infinite and holy wiſdom is 
ſufficient cauſe to rejoice and be ſtill. —1 his cauſe 
for reſignation is as ſuffieient in days of trial, as 
it is in times of proſperity; for Gop is wiſe in 
both. In view of his infinite perfection, and in 
a love of his government and the kingdom he is 
forming by the beſt means, a holy mind under 
trials wil Fang though he ſlay me, I will truſt in 
him and be patient ; although the fig-tree ſhall 
not bloſſom, I will rejoice, ; although I am not 

erſonally benefitted, he will be glorious and his 
3 dom be made happy, I will therefore religns 
— ſay, his will be done. 

Ił is not difficult to ſee, that theſe reaſons. fe: 
reſignation may exiſt and operate in times of the 
deepeſt perſonal trials. Indeed, it is in ſuch 
times, we have the belt opportunity for examin- 
ing the fincerity of our ſubmiſſion. One end of 
Gop's covenant faithfulneſs in ſending afflictions, 
is, thus to aſſiſt his people in examining their own 
fincerity, that their j ER in h grace may be * 
great. cen 
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II. 1 WILL next deſeribe dome benefits of a 
reſigned temper. dur 

AL rno' our reſignation is due to the perfec } 
tion of the Lord and of his government, and this 
is the great reaſon which influences a holy mind; 
we ought alſo to remember its Hanes, which: 
are great to the poſſeſſo. 5007 

. RESIGNATION will make us happy! in Gop 
himſelf. Our relation to God and dependence 
upon him are natural and neceſſary. They ever 
have been and muſt ever remain; nor can we 
in any ſituation, nor for any moment detach our- 
ſelves from the conſequences of his univerſab ac. 
tion. Hi will which acts is uniform and un 
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changeable. Whatever our belief may be of his his” 
infinite perfection, and however clear our ration- 
al conviction; unleſs our hearts are reſigned o 
his character and providence we cannot be * 
in him. His counteracting will and 3 
ſoon raiſe in our perverſe hearts, an enmity a 
his very exiſtence. Every proſpect of his - ran 
will be attended with wretchedneſs, 'and the 
growing miſery of oppoſition. As we are fitu- 
ated under the divine government, nothing but 
reſignation can make us happy in Gop himſelf. 
If reſigned, in every diſplay of himſelf, he will 
appear to us moſt excellent and glorious ; ; We. 
| ſhall eonſtantly rejoice in his infinite perfection z* 
and become more happy in our knowledge and 
union to him 

Adly. Nazca will b us happy in 
the reality and truth of a divine providence. Ac- 
cording as the ſtate of the heart varies, the doc-- i 
trine o #7 ſupreme providence is a ſource of the 
moſt ſenſible pleaſure or pain. A mind in oppo-ʒ 
ſition to the general principles of providence, 
mult be unhappy in a knowledge of its reality. 
His governing agency will be dreaded, through 

a ſuſpicion that his deſigns are ' unfriendly, — - 
will end, either in direct puniſhment or à denial 
of deſired enjoyments. Holy reſignation pro- 
duces the reverſe of this. The univerfal provi- 
dence of Gon is a pleaſing ſubje& for meditatien. 
Reſigned to the principles and certainty of divine 


ave 


government, the mind can look on every ſcene 


with compoſure, and comfort itſelf by reflecting; 
though all things appear dark and confuſed, © 

there is wiſdom, power and goodneſs ordering 
the whole. All will be right. I have confidence 
in this direction. Though it be impoſſible for 
me to ſee the wiſdom of many events, or how my 
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— 


the ordering of 2 a who Gon, and duden bes 
Thus the reſigned chriſtian is made "=. by 


his certain knowledge of God's providence; for 
when every event appears dark and threatening, 
and his own weakneſs great; he caſts himſelf on 
the light of infinite will dom and the . of 
infinite power. 

3dly. Hence it appears that reſignation i 18 the 
true balm for all the wounds rx by an afflict. 
ing world; yea more, it is a victory over the 

world. Iti is an exerciſe of the new born heart, 


anda fruit of that faith, of which the apoſtle 


fays, For whatſoever ts born of Gop overcometh the 
world : and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith.—Under the reviling of en- 
emies, it can ſay; Let them curſe, becauſe the 
Lord hath bid them do it. Under actual ſuffers 
ing, it can obey the command, Love your enemies, 
bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them tbat hui 
you, and pray for them which. deſpitefully. uſe you, 
and perſecute you. It can pray under the trials of 
providence. / is be-poffable, let this eup paſs from 
me : nevertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou awilt.— 

For the inſtruments, of aMiQtion,- however wick- 
ed in their conduct, it can pray. Father forgive 


them ; for they know not what: they do. Under 


bereavement of friends, it can ſay. he Lord 
gave, the Lord hath taken away, bleſted - -be the name 
of the Lard. When outward comforts of the 
world fail it can rejoice. - For theugh there bend 
herd in the tall, I will j Joy in the Gon of my falvations 
The mind thus fortified, is placedaboye the power 
of man and the world. Its peace is founded on 
therock of ages. It can fee the glory of Gong 
when his way is in darkneſs and the deep waters. 
- can kiſs the rod, and the hand which appointeth: 

and fay, it is good for me that Iam afflicted, and 
the government which doth this is the govern- 
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ment os my choice. The wiſdom of Gov is ſo 


perfect I'can wiſh no change in his plan, or its 
execution. If I am pained, let me be pained, for 
the honor of God requires it. This reſigned 
ſoul, in the cloſing of the earthly ſcene triumphs, 
O death where is thy ſting, O grave where is be 
victory. 

Is not this a victory over the world, over ſin and 
death? To be happy in duty is to conquer; and 
this is the only victory a creature can have. In | 
theſeſentiments, a humble chriſtian, tho? moſt ſen- 
ſible of his own weakneſs, can rejoice becauſe the 
Lord reigneth. When the world of unbelieving 
ſinners, behold a chriſtian who feels theſe things; = 
tet them reverence the power of ſovereign and 
ſanctifying grace. Let them know that the effec- 
tual, "ib. prayer of this diſciple avails much. 
Let them here ſee the ſtrength of Gop, made 
perfect in the weakneſs of a creature; and infinite 


truthrfulfilling the promiſe; Lo-“ I an wi 1 85 


Ah even unte the end of the world. 


iD 


4. untern reſignation will make duey cal 
to the people of Gop. 


TE chriſtian law of holineſs 18 called ths per- 
feet law of liberty. The moſt glorious and excel- 
lent of all freedom, is that which diſpoſes us to 
follow truth and duty. If CHRIS ſhall make us 
free; if we be free in doing our duty; if we be 
delivered from the reigning power of fin, this is 
being free indeed. This freedom is felt in reſig- 
nation and makes all duty eaſy, to the obedient 
behever. Unholy perſons never obey in an 
evangelical ſenſe, and their legal atte thats to obey 
are a ſlavery of the mind, between a ive of ſin, 
and the terrors of _ law dow an nee con. 
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304 Chriſtian reſignation. Serm. XVII. 
CHRISTIAN reſignation. makes duty eaſy and 
5 ' pleafing. - Experience gives conviction, that 
"there is, in moſt cafes, a ſenſible benefit in obey- 
ing. But if there be no ſenſible and perſonal 
benefit from obedience, reſignation can take 
- the croſs and follow the commands of Cnalsr 
in a dark way. It can ſay there is comfort e- 
> _nough in duty, from the ſingle conſideration, 
that Gop hath commanded and CHRIST is hon- 
ored. . Theſe are among the happy effects of 
that reſigned temper, which CHRIST command- 
ed his people. When they do their duty beſt, 
they are moſt happy ; and it is not in the power 
of man to deſtroy their peace. a 5 


IV. I AM, next, to deſcribe certain Kinds of 
reſignation, which may be found in an unholy 
ſtate of the heart, and miſtaken for true grace. 
20 all, who are deceived in their own ſtate, 
this is the moſt intereſting part of the ſubſect; 

and it is probable that not a few are in this caſe. 
-Reſfignation is ſo plainly a chriſtian grace, - that 

no perſon of any conſideration, will dare think 
himfelt ſafe, without ſuppoſing he poſſeſſes it, 
Many, both live and die quietly, by thinking 
they are reſigned ; at the ſame time, there is per- 
- haps no grace, concerning which men are more 
liable to be deceived. Whatever prevents a ſen- 
ſible reſiſtance and enmity to the divine govern- 

ment, may be miſtaken for reſignation ; and this 
may be prevented by the molt ſelfiſh conſidera- 
tions, which have in them, nothing of holineſs, or 
a love of Gop for what he is, or approbation of 
the principles by which he governs. 


1. AwANT of feeling, a loſs. of all ſenſe * 


-moral obligation, ns be miſtaken for a reſigned 
temper. 


"W 


4 


-- "Tas is the cafe with many, wWwhe have 8 
8 


given themſelves up to ſenſuality, to a care 


and licentious life, and a neglect of thoſe Uivine 


inſtitutions, which are deſigned to promote ſe. 
riouſneſs. True religion increaſes all the ſenfi- 


bilities of the ſoul, and at the ſame time, makes 


men ſubmiſſive to a law, by which they may be 


happily exerciſed. The apoſtle, in enumerating 
the effects of original depravity, adds with other 


things, without natural affection. The origi 


corruption of human nature, makes men ha 


hearted, and ſtupid. This is firſt diſcovered 


in their feeling towards others, and afterwards 
towards themſelves. Even while a finful pride 
and ſelf-love are gaining ſtrength, there is a ſtu. 
pidity concerning their own future well-being. 
When conſcience is ſeared, their apprehenfions 
concerning futurity and their future appearance 
before God are ſeared alſo, If they ean have 


ſinful indulgencies, for the preſent time, they 


Tay, Soul, take thine eaſe, eat, drink and be nen 


are ſwallowed up in theſe, and are ready to 


This apathy concerning another world, is, ſore. 
times, ſtrangely continued, through thoſe ſcenes 


of pain, which commonly precede death; and 


- the unhappy ſoul miſtakes the bands of ſecurity, 


ing the ſleep of death, for evil is near them, and 


* 


* 
” 


for a pious reſignation. Theſe perſons are flex 


they cannot be made ſenfible. The ſurprize of a 


change will be great, and the tormenting pow. 


of a condemning conſcience will break on them 
when no reſiſtance can be made, 
2dly. I Must next mention the reſignation of 
ſelfiſhneſs. _ F 
ALL errors have their day of increaſe and de- 


celine. Certain prevailing ſentiments of the prel- 
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telling how far it may be carried, without any 


{vs Chriftian reſignation. Serm. XVII. 
ent time, expoſe many to be deceived by the re- 
ſignation of ſelf-love. They accede to the truth, 


that Gop is good; and then draw the unſcrip- 


tural conſequence, if Gop be good we are ſaſe 
All in the end will be beſt for us. —Though we 
now ſuffer pain, Gop in the end will make us 


more happy, and in ſome future time, pay to us 


the debt of happineſs, which we are purchaſing by 
preſent afflictions. Thus they are reſigned to 
preſent evils on the principle; that Gop will re- 
fund to them, in ſome after time, for what they 
now endure. They overlook juſtice. They 
Have no regard to their demerits. They make 
their own particular benefit and not the general 
good, a rule for determining the wiſdom and 
equity of providence. They bear pain now, 
without murmuring, to be repaid hereafter. 
'This may be the ſtate of the mind, and there is no 


Mr have a natural conviction, that the- 


ought to be reſigned. They are often told that 


Gov: is infinitely good. If to theſe, they can 


join a belief, it will in the end be beſt for them 


to endure ;' they may meet the loſſes of a diſap. 


5 life and the common terrors of a natural 


death, without any great diſcompoſure. Eſpe- 


cially, they may do this, when they find an all- 
controling neceſſity which cannot be overcome. 
In this way, the unholy may be reſigned, and 
are often deceived. They are reſigned, becauſe 
they ſuppoſe Gop is on their fide, and doing 


better for them by his wiſdom, than they can do 


for themſelves. In this reſignation, there is 
nothing different from the labor and fatigue of 


an inordinate worldling, which he chooſes for 


himſelf one year, that he may be more happy, 
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through many years, which he ſuppoſes are to 
00 — 4 re MT: 

| To try this reſignation let the ſcheme of infi- 
nite truth and wiſdom be brought into view. 
Let it be allowed, that Gop hath infinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs; but that theſe do not require 
him to make every one moſt happy in the end. 
Let demerit be ſtated. Let there be given a 
deſcription of the glory and good, which will re- 
dound to Gop and his kingdom, by treating 
ſome ſinners according to their demerits. Let 
God's right to ſeek his own glory, be eſtabliſhed 
as a governing maxim of the divine government, 
and this ſubmiſſion will be gone. In the place 
of reſignation, there -will be cavils againſt the 
divine adminiſtration, and the rebelling heart 
will ſhow-itſelf. The divine government will be 
called hard and unreaſonable, and the ſcriptures 

which propound theſe doQrines will be rejected. 
Ox all the ſources of deception, this, at the 
preſent time, is one of the moſt common. It 
hence becomes an incumbent duty, on all th 
friends of truth and the ſouls of men, to explain 
and vindicate the nature of holineſs, as conſiſtin 
in a diſintereſted love and obedience to Gop. 
So long as men ſerve Go, are obedient and re- 
ſigned to him, for their own ſake alone; it 18 not 
true religion, and thoſe may do ir, who have not 
a fingle heavenly ingredient in their character. 


- 


Zdly. Taz reſignation of neceſſity, is often 
miſtaken for efficacious and ſanctifying grace in 
IT uxRx is in the moſt unholy men a natural 
conviction of their dependence. The daily pains, 
wants and diſappointments of life force them to 
believe what they do not chooſe. Througha 
long and unſucceſsful reſiſtance they deſpair of 


„ — Clniflin reſgnation derm. XVII 


ſucceeding againſt God. A ſup poſed. impoſſi- 
e 2 vigor of deſire, — * them 
think they do not wiſh that, which they would 
ſeige with the utmoſt avidity, if the thing were 
known to be poſſible. Hence comes the reſig- 
nation of neceſſity, of which many make a merit 
to themſelves in their lives, and a ne in ther: 
death, 
"Avant their 8 proſpects are blaſted, ei- 
ther in ambition or intereſt, they renounce the 
world becauſe they cannot have it. If thoſe, who 
think they feel ſubmiſſion, in ſuch caſes, would 
faithfully examine their hearts, they would find 
a lurking ſuſpicion of partiality in the divine 
government; or the firit pringing of — 
ainſt more fortunate adventurers in the chan 
of the world. By this they might know.] their 
own inſincerity, and detect a heart, which is de- 
ceitful above all things. 

When their friends are laid i in 1 the: 
heart quarrels with Gon, until.it is found, thata 
contending will cannot - raiſe the dead. Then, 
ſome other object of idolatrous affection is found. 

The heart, being weaned from its old attach- 
ment by a new one, becomes calm, the Pain” 
ceaſes, * this is called chriſtian reſignation. 

Wren. death approaches the ſtruggle is more 
ſevere; but even 1 the deluſion may pre- 
vail. All the aid of reaſon and philoſophy is 
called in, and perhaps the phyſician's opiate gives 
an unnatural eaſe to the paroxiſm of pain in the 
dying body and an inebriated proſpect & of eter - 
nity, from which _ quiet death-beds have 

The decay und. to be irreſiſtible. 

art and Ae * baffled. The ſoul dec 

its own diſeaſed habitation, and from the inquiet- 
ude natural to men, is ready to wiſſi a cli — 1 
ſtate. The impotence of the world to N 
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the mind from it. The appetites are lata dead 

through the approaching death of the body. 
The enfeebled animal makes the mind a babe, 
and to the inquiry of anxious friends it is anſwer- 
ed, Tam reſigned. But whether this be a holy re- 
fignation ; whether there be a love and ſubmiſ- 

ſion to Gov for what he is, and the wiſdom of 
his government, is a ſolemn queſtion which. eter- 
nity and an appearance before his all-ſearching 
bar, will anſwer beſt. | 


Ir is hard to wound the aner of a Jeath-" 
bed. Nothing, but a deep and an- uncommon 
ſenſe of the worth of ſouls, will enable any one 
to do it. Let not the healthy and the living de- 
fer the queſtion of the ſincerity of their own re» 
ſignation, until that precarious moment. How 
expoſed it is to a deluſion ' How unable the mind 

is, then to judge! How hard for ſurrounding 
fand to be the meſſengers of alarm! Ho 
hard for the watchman in Zion, at this untimely 
moment, to terrify the dying, and fill the hearts > 
of mourners, with many forrows ! = 

Ix wiſe, we ſhall often examine the ſtate of” 
our own hearts, previous to the approach of 
death. Now we have opportunity, inſtruCtion, - 
and a judgment unimpaired by the-weakneſs of 
the body. Whether we have a chriſtian reſig- 


nation, and are prepared for another world, is a 


queſtion which ought to be moſt ſolemnly and 
rationally determined, before the hour of bidding 
a haſty farewel to the world. In examining the 
ſincerity of our ſouls, let us be guarded againſt | 
that ſelfiſhneſs of the human heart which is its ſin. 
A reverence and love of divine perfection in his 
nature and government, is the cauſe of a holy re- 
ſignation. May we, through the grace of Gop, — 
experience this and be happy. AMEN. 1 EE 
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SERMON XVIII. 


On the evidence of forgiveneſs. 


JAMES ji. 18. 


=] WILL foow thee my faith by my works. 


"HERE are two facred paſſages, written by 
the apoſtles Paul and James, which may ap- 
un contradiQtory, if we do not attend to the 
very different ſubjeQs they were conſidering. . 
Paul. faith, Therefore we conclude, that a man is 
_ by faith without the deeds of the law, 1 
AMES faith, Te ſee then how that by works 4 
man is juſtified ; and not by faith only.. 
Taz two apoſtles are explaining very different © 
points of chriſtian doctrine. In ſeveral chapters, 
Paul explains and proves the doctrine of our juſ- 
tification to eternal life, by the free grace of Gra, 
through the righteouſneſs of Ixsus CHRIST. 
Juſtification is an act of free and ſovereign grace 
forgiving fin and accepting the guilty to — 
life. It is a judicial act or determination of Gon, 
acquitting the tranſgreſſor from puniſhment, and 
decreeing to lim the forgiveneſs of fin and eter« 
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nal bleſſecnefs, The ſuffering and odedienes-of 
- Caxtsr; are the righteouſneſs, on account of 
mch, unworthy finners are forgiven and have a 
promiſe of moſt glorious redemption. This right- 
7 eouſneſs 1 is the only meritorious ground of juſti- 
flication. Sinners can do nothing to purchaſe 
forgiveneſs. Perfect holineſs, if it be found in a 
creature, is no more than his preſent duty; ſo 
that if there be any atonement or meritorious 
cauſe of forgiveneſs, it muſt be from without 
_ himſelf. One ſin, if it were to be followed by 
' No more, would require an infinite mediator to 
fave. The moſt pure and ſanctified chriſtian 
hath as much need of a fedeemer and of ſoverei 
merey, as the moſt guilty ſinner. - Although 
there may be more fins to forgive, in one cafe, 
than in the other; both need the ſovereign grace 

of Gop, through his Son CHRIST JEsUs. The 
5 ſtated way, of receiving juſtification or the bene- 

; fits of free grace through CHRIST, is by faith. 
It is not a that we purchaſe, for 1 
zimpoſſible. We are required to receive, as a free 
_ gift; through the righteoufneſs of CHRIST, which 
is of infinite value. Receiving or chooſing God, 
who offers himſelf and his grace, in this way; 
and receiving. CHRTsT and his goſpel with che 

law of holineſs contained in it, is a ſaving faith. 
It is alſo called a juſtifying faith. In this ſenſe, 
the apoſtle Paul ſaid, Therefore wve cunclude, tha a 
Aan is juſtified by faith avithout the deeds of the law. 
Faith does not merit, but only receives a ſalvation 
merited by CHals TH; and in this ſenſe it is called 

a juſtifying faith, In this ſenſe we are juſtified 

by faith, and not by any Wed ene 

N we can render. e; 

4 nen James days, 2 e Seite how that ee 

a man is Juſtificd, and nat vy faith * he is ex- 


* 


% —— — by — — the 
evidence that we are juſtified, or that our faith is 
à ſincere one. GoD back promiſed to jullifyall 
who have faith. For our comfort, it is neceſſary 
we ſhould have evidence, that we are ace 
according to promiſe; and our works are the 
only evidence, which che nature of the caſe ad- 
mits, for the ſincerity of our faith. Paul was 
deſcribing the manner of our perſonal juſtifica- 
tion by Gop. James is deſcribing the juſtifies 
tion or proof that our faith is ſincere, or in other 
words, the proper evidence to ourſelves and oth- 
ers chat we are forgiven, and have a right thro- 
the mercy of Gop to eternal life. That this is 
the meaning of James is evident by attending to 
the context from verſe 14 to 20. What dub it 
- profit, my brethren, though à man ſay he hath faith, 
and 4 not works? Can faith ſave him: Fa brutb- 


er br. fiter. be naked, and deſtitute of daily foo; and 75 


ene of you ſay unto them, depart in peace, be qe uu 
ed and filled; notwithſtanding dave them not theſe 
things which are needful:to the l doth it 
Peg Even ſo faith, if it hath nut wworke, i dead, 
; alone. Tea, a man may ſay, thou' 4% faith, | 
und I have works : ſhew' me thy faith without thy 
works, and 1 will ſhew thee my faith by m work 
Thou: believe/# there it one Gon: thou doeft- well : 
the devils. alſo believe, and tremble. But. wilt thou 
n Q vain man . that faith without works is dead? 
Mx are. diſpoſed to think well of their own n 
1 and often ſuppoſe it to be good, without 
any reaſon. They may, on falle grounds, or 
without any grounds at all, : ſuppole they have 
faith, and are forgiven. There is faith of a kind 
which is not juſtifying, as in the inſtance of the 
fallen ti . nn 
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 fincerity four hearts, it 1s. more probable. 6 
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more effeftual in us, than it is in them. It is 
bring our faith to a trial, and 


ſee if there be any evidence which will prove or 


juſtify its ſincerity. If there be, we may hope ; 
if there be not, it is a falſe and unholy faith, and 


of no more efficacy to ſalvation, than —— words 
are to clothe and feed the naked and the hungry. 
 Warxs, in the large latitude, which the word 
muſt be here underſtood, are the only evidence 
that can juſtify or prove the holy ſincerity of our 
faith, to ourſelves and to. our brethren. It is con- 
ceived, that works, mean the whole of a holy 
temper and practice. The chriſtian ſanctification 
is a new heart, exerciſed in an aſſemblage of holy 
affections and graces, and terminating in a viſible 
obedience to the whole law. Holy exerciſes. can 
never be ſeparated, in ſuch a manner, that one 
may exiſt, where there is a total want of all oth- 


ers. Repentance will accompany a love of Gpb. 


A love * God will be followed by a love of the. 
brethren. If our faith be holy it will be joined 
with other holy exerciſes, and a general obedi- 
ence in heart and life... Although every chriſtian, 

race hath a known moral. nature, by which it 
is eſſentially different from fin ; yet if we fuß. 
poſe ourſelves to poſſeſs it and it be not ,accougs: 
panied with other graces, there is reaſon 10 fear 
we are deceived. It is more probable We are 
deceived, than it is that one hoby cxerciſe- exiſts. 
alone. Mo, howeyer firmly. we may. believe the 


holy heart will adore. A very. Zo Bla, In; 


ry ag our faith, we muſt therefore, for. e, 
have recourſe to our whole temper and practice; 
to our works, in the ag: "0 the word has. 
been defined. | e along nov ates 


— 


4 
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+. In the ju gment we make o the 
others, we mult, for evidence, have wech 
"thing eicher in their words or . 
which explains the moral ſtate of their | 
and is deſcriptive either of their Sensei ar 
want of conformity to Gop and his kingdom. 
All who have faith are forgiven. By this train 
of thought we are therefore brought to the fol · 
lowing point. to 
To conſider the ener of faith, or in 0 
words, to conſider the evidence of a gracious for. 
giveneſs and acceptance by Gon. 1 will divi vide 
the ſubject' ING — 25 151 8 1 # 12 
1 Wuxi is an evidence, on What 7 df whe 
10 judge our e to BE WY ade 46. 
Seel by Ger N 4 85 


-4j;- On: what ce mia we d ede 3 
whe egen? ay? wage 
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1 Waris: heed on - ig, w ougt 4 
to judge dur neighbour to be accepted by GoD. _ 
As Gop hath committed our eternal Intereſts, 
ſpecially to our own care, it is à matter of much” 
ones teſt moment, that we julge righely a 
, and here our prini Apel labor fhoul be 
red. Still, there are caſes, in which we are 
: tet to judge of the ſpiritual ſtate of other men. 
It is neceffary for our chriſtian communidn With 
them; for determining the proprie of commit- 
ting into their hands the offices in the church of. 
CHRIST; and for treating them in a lie the 
| beſt calculated” for their ſalvation, for their. ; 
awa if they be © unſanRtified, and for 
their eaifctin u comfort in the * if they 
de the true 3 of wk 
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hat unto FPS e | WE Ne f ra Fg ful. 
neſs, received grace for 1255 that is, ſome degree 
of moral virtue conformable to all the moral 
perfections of the divine character. There is 4 
beginn ing ſanctification of the whole heart, the 
beginning of experimental grace and the duties - 
of a holy life. In ſeeking evidence of other 
mens ſincerity, the inquiry is not to be confined 
to their faith or any other particular grace or ac- 
tion; but extended to the whole moral charac- 
ter, both practice and the inward ſtate of the 
heart, ſo far as the heart can be evidenced to our 


„ underſtanding and entitled to the credit of others. 
= The heart of man is expreſſed to others by an 
5 infinite variety of words, actions, and their whole 
1 pearance in ſociety. Actions may ſo effectu- 
= contradict words, as to deſtroy their credit; 
3 W! where ſome capital actions of life ate irre- 
3 rovable, there may be many things expreſſive of 
Wh | 62.6 and an inſincere heart.” Tn alt caſes; the 
0 Follow things,” Are bat evidence Yon a 5 
=. * n . en l wee re 


8 


* 434 


. 2 PROFESSED banck or PS EDA of 
and holineſs, as they are revealed to us in 

the word of Goo. ar If $6eiL 

Bur few. will deny "us gory believe 


Ing on our pr 
. ſons in chriſti 
. . Agious faith: Tbeſe, 15 107 The! © hong. 
.  _ utationor ſome worldly and ſelfiſh cauſe, may 
* chose to be thought of the @hriſtian* Küche 
they with to have their own chriſtianity received 


wit thout evidence, they may be willing to 'ektend 
the ſame On" to others. "Travelling togeth( 


317. 


in the 3 to iudelty, yea, even with foals 
under. their guidance, they may agree to degree, 
in the moſt holy truths of rep slng h Theſe 
_ perſons. betray. their want of goſpel ſincerity, Ur 
ayowing, that articles of faith and profeſſion _ 
of no importance; though it be a moſt certain” 
truth, that mens Nn in the hack 125 Gov, 
wal n to their faith. . 8 0 
ALL, who are willing to have the 0 a 8 
tice; all who love the bus of others; al who 
know the pleaſure. of holy communion in the 
faith of CHRIST's goſpel ; all who believe that 
religion is a moral principle of NY heart; all'whs 
have only the low degree of chriſtian underſtand: 
ing, which . perceives the connexion between 
doctrinal belief and practice, will fee a e 
Ss Sh, 9 doctrines to be neceffar 


2 chat articles of faith were cof Hide ka. 
-portance, if a man's life be civil. did not 
ſo learn CHRIST and his goſpel. «Ol th 
— they might, FS been good apolt 
and at the ſame time have ſayed their les in the 
courts of heathen lawgivers and judges. The 
mw of. Jesus requires chriſtians, not only to'pro- 
. feſs; but to abide. in their faith, even to "death; 
and thoſe who! diſobey i in this requirement do1 not | 
give. chriſtian. evidence that TIA W faith {ito 
forgiveneſz N nne. = „ 
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 FonTHER,, every ſincere chriſtian lovesgthe. 
law of Gon and the doctrines of the goſpel. He 
ſees in them a beauty and glory, which charm 
his heart. He is made happy in reading and o- 
beying them; and it is impoſſible he ſhould hide 
this 5 from 9 So far from this, it 
will be his daily endeavour, in a public and hum- 
ble manner to declare his faith. He will eſteem 


it his duty, thus to honor Gop; and thus to call 


bis unhappy fellowmen, to the lalvation of peace 
and holineſs. Although we have no right to 
preſcribe the faith of „ benevolence will 
diſpoſe every true diſciple of CHRIST, to teach 
kind the doctrines and duties of that goſpel, 
by which he has found comfort, and a deliver- 
ance a *q wrath, that i is 0 come on the un 


. * 7 
* * 2 *,# 3; 


2h, An OTHER. evidence of. a 1 Aich, i 


which we have right to require from other mien, 


before we receive: them as our chriſtian brethren, 
is a viſible obedience to the moral lag. 
Tus moral law:is the law of 2 chriſtian tem- 
per and practice. Grace without a holy prac- 
tice exiſts no where, except in the imagination 
of guilty men, and is no where deſcribed in 


the chriſtian ſcriptures. Moſes and CM r 


gave the ſame law of holineſs; for the hearts and 
viſible practice of men. CMA ſays of: the 
law, Ian net come to deferoy, but to fulfils Inanoths" 
er glace, For had ye believed Moſes, ye. mould haus 


| believed me. In refpet of bolineſs;; both of heart 


and life, the gofpel and the law command the 


ſame things. The goſpel of free graco and for. a 


giveneſs, faves men by creating in them a ſpirit of 


| hows and obedience to the law ; and though this 


obedience hath no merit, it is the preparation for 
heaven, and the 1 evidence af a 1 for- 


weneſs.. Faith: receives the unte m right- 
— CHRIST; and auser 
in heart and in viſible works of hotinets is the 
evidence of a right faith. Hence it appears, that, 
viſible morality, is a neceſſary evidence of true 
faith in JIxsus CHRIST. Faith is an exerciſe of 
_ a holy heart; and a holy heart will always how 
itſelf in a pure practice, in a viſible obſervance of 
the moral law, and of ſpecial goſpel inſtitutions. 
We therefore find, all moral duties to Gop' ad 
man commanded in the goſpel } and alt immo- 
rahties, are conſidered as ſufficient evidence, a- 
gainſt chriſtian ſincerity. A holy life; a pure 
practice; actions denoting reverence and a love. 
of Gor; juſtice and mercy to men; perſonal © 
purity and ſanctification; and a dedication of 
all our active powers to the glory of Go and 
the good of mankind, both for time and eternity, 
are enumerated as the proper life of 3 
and the only evidence of their ſincerity. SY 
are.the molt expreſs laws; echeimag chillen o 
reject from their conimunion and the fellowſhip 
of their holy body, all, who by their practice, 
not appear to love dhe holy eommandments of 
Ixsus CARIST. The unuſt, the diſhonelt, the "M 
profane, the impure of every deſeription, the dib. 5 

—— ſociety by their wilful injury of mens 

reputation and intereſts, the intemperate deſtroy-='* 
ers of their own” abilityto de good, the” neglec?- 
tors of God and his. inſtitutions, and thoſe who * 
by « any wilful crime injure ſociety and their 
neighbour, can give no evidence they are chrif- 
tians indeed. The law of CHRIS conſiders alk 
ſuch, as inſincere perſons, until by reformation, 3 
they give evidence of their Teenie! and fait. 
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may be. honeſt in their dealings to engr ofs a great 


worldly property to themſelves. They may join 
in the public worſhip of Gop, from a conviction 
.that, often meeting together harmoniges the paſ. 
"Hons of nen, which are naturally ferocious, and 
_ tends. to preſerve. a civil government that pro- 
tecte their honor and their properties. All this 
is often done, where there is no love of, Gop's 
rene ſenſe of moral obligation. 
... Taz queſtion ariſes, is that, Which is common- 
| e ee moral life, ſufficient evidence of kor- 
. and of being a chriſtian indeedd 
„Enntsr tells us, Wherefore by «their fruits qe 
Ball know, them. The fruits of a good and baly 
heart are proper evidence of ſincerity. ky and forgiee- NF 
neſs. And what, are theſe fruits ? The deſcrip- 
An, 2 Thich 8 0 be extended to ard ey- 
EN thing e ive. of the heart; but it is not 
commonly thus uſed. A ſupreme: love of Gop 
and all holy objects i is the . chriſtian, ſincerity to 
which, forgivenels is promiſed, and this Will al- 
+ Ways expreſs itſelf, in ways beyond what is com- 
monly meant by a moral life. A man — 
is denn morally, while. it is, ver 
that! he does not love him, and delight bs _ 

0 536 All mankind. ſes the difference. between ; 
mal complaiſance, and the reſpect of 
R between formal obedience, P a fincgre 
es, between an action delightful f in itſelf, aud 

ope. that is done to ſerve another purpoſe andin 


ket —_— 
: 1 


Pear in ways which words cannot picture” They 


ment, of his law and doctrines; there will _ 


« WS >. NOD 8 


erided, and datdes Which eh Hover be Fduced ts 
aA written rule. The ſenſibilities of "diet ig 


Are conetived, they are felt, but NG desel be 
in language. We always expect to find this ev. 


— of fincerity, in forming the friendſhips" of 


the world ; and 4 want of 1 it at one reiten our 
diſtruſt. | 


>"CHnISTIAN Uncetity requites” an 


Which riſes above formality. If men als a ſu· 


preme love of Gov, of his character and pe 


natural expreſſion of this love. u e 
ready to expreſs, in language which 
telligible to all who have felt the fame; che jrhap 
pineſs in beholding and ſerving Gov.” "The 
communion will be ſweet in frequent coterfa- 


tion, inſtruction, advice and prayer to the cre 
eus object of their common del 
whole ſcene of their chri 


dience will be raifed above fortiality:*-By a mu- 
tual engagedneſs to g glorify Gop, *to advance the 
d ſa 


1 „ 


i connection and dhe. 


4 of Crretsr, and faye the ſoils of others, 
they will give evidence of their own ſincerity and 


Hith—that the glory vf Govis near their hearts 
QAaand that they tfünk and! act to ae ah it. 
Their thoughts will appear to be on the 
vf Gov and another world. This will & 
that frivolous diſtourſe and thoſe fooliſh : 
ii which 
Proving that they never 

mr deſtination, and the account thie 
Sire before God. On the evidence" | 
deen mentioned, the communion of Cyrist's 
People in this world ought to be founded ; and 
no part of it can be omitted, without ſubſtitu 


we form: without N Kenn True 


many are eonſtant 


ed, * 
r kent 51 
üch "hath 
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obedience; i is of the heart. Whatever exp 
this, deſcribes the man as he will be finally i 
ed by the ehriſtian law. Thoſe who are afr 
to have the heart ſearched, think differently iro 
Ixsus CHRIST. They diſcover inſincerity, a 
Want of conformity to Gop, and of preparation 
for the day when he ſhall Juage the ſecrets f men % 
| 2 us CHRILSZ. 
WIA is the benefit. of formality | ? Vath it 
any benefits in the earthly church? Is there any 
advantage in allowing, that formal perſons are 
ſincere. To them, it can be of no eventual ad- 
vantage, for it only tends to continue them in a 
-moſt dangerous ſlumber, from which they will 
ſuddenly awake in an awful eternity. Humanity 
and chriſtian love forbid this. To the cauſe gf 
Cnnisr in the world, it can certainly be of no 
advantage. For hereby enemies 4 the truth 
in an advantage, to corrupt both the doctrines 
and practice of the goſpel; and the ſecure, ſee- 
ing the formality of their appearance, are led to 
conclude there is no ſincerity in religion, and 
that all believers are uwe perſons. 


II. 1 to e on What evidence me 

ma jadge ourſelves to be forgiven? 88 
| Tx1s is a moſt ſolemn point of inquiry; and 
— | pu. that realizes what it is to be happy or miſe- 
- rable forever, will not feel the weight of the 
_—_— If we misjudge concerning the fin- 
cerity of our brethren, though they may ſuffer 
ſome preſent. diſadvantages thereby, their eternal 
ſtate is not endangered; through our misjudg- 
ment they will not ſuffer; and omniſcience, 
«which cannot err, will determine right. If we 
misjudge, in our own caſe, the loſs is. infinite. 
1 here is not another life of trial "0 | correc: 1 


4 In 
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miſtake; A falſe opinion canndt be pleaded in 
its own excuſe. The lot for eternity is caſt. 
Tux ſincerity of our own faith, or evidence f 
our forgiveneſs muſt be derived from our works, 
in the large ſenſe the word is underſtood in this 
diſcourſe. Although faith hath a determinate 
moral nature of its own, it is not ſafe to con- 
clude we have it; unleſs we feel other gracious 
exerciſes of a holy heart. It is always to be pre- 
Tumed, that faith will be accompanied with a ſen- 
ſible love of holy objects, repentance, reſigna- 
tion, patience, and evangelical affections. It 
muſt, likewiſe be preſumed, that a true faith will 
make all who poſſeſs it, conformed in their prac- 
tice to the laws of CHRIST. They cannot belieye 
without loving; nor can they love without ob- 
ſerving his known commands. Sundry remarks 
will be made to aſſiſt in this examinatioůn 


— 


1. To prove the ſincerity of our faith, and 
that we are forgiven by Gop we muſt find in our 
hearts other gracious affections, which always 
accompany an evangelical faith. It is not credi- 
ble, that we have received Gop and CHRISH by 
faith, if we do not love the eſſential and un- 
changeable perfections of the divine nature; ſuch 

as his truth, juſtice, ſovereignty and infinite holi- 
neſs. It is not credible that we have faith, with- 
out 'a delight in” the doctrines of CHRIST. 
- Whoever receives CHRIST will receive his com- 
mandments and all thoſe truths, which he came 
into the world to teach and died to magnify. 
All the works of providence are conformable to 
divine rectitude, and harmonious both with the 
goſpel ſcheme and the deſigns of a moſt holy 
Wiſdom in redeeming; if therefore, we have not 

"reſignation to the general ſcheme of divine gov. 

erument, and patience under particular allot- 


. 
» i 
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ments, it: is evident that we have not the exerciſe 
of a ſaying e The habitual exerciſe of i im. 


324 


aigner proves the habitual want of faith. 


old be eaſy to exemplity the 8 
bature of ajuſtifying faith with all holy obedience 
of heart — viſible practice. Receiving Gop, is 
receiving him in his whole nature, law and govs 
ernment. Receiving CuRi1sT,.is receiving him 
in all his mediatorial offices and requirements. 
All this is included in thoſe chriſtian works, by 
which we are to judge ourſelves accepted een 
given of Goo. 

FinDiNG the promiſe, He that believeth and is 
baptized, ſhall be ſaued; but he that believeth not 

be damned, men are very ſolieitous to eſtab« 
liſh the validity of their own belief or faith. They 
Engle aut this grace, and try to find evidence and 
convince themſelves that they have it. Having 
attained a perſuaſion of their faith, they are at eaſe 
concerning. their eternal well. being. If they 
looked further into this. all-concerning ſubject, 


hey. would find that other graces and a holy 


Wat ice axe. as neceſſary in the chriſtian as his 
ith ; alfo, that th. cannot be found alone. 
Tig dea ol ch can believe; can alſo repent, 
mourn for ſin ſin, forſake ſin, love the divine law 
aud government, be reſigned and patient, be de- 

voted to the glory of 28 have a moſt benevo · 
lent love of men and of ſouls, and live in all boly 


the world, prayerful, and in the practice of | 


* — I nly conyerſation. Wilt thou know- O vain 


man, that faith without. works is dead. The devils 
believe and tremble ; but they are not hol y-—They 
believe,only dodtrinally—their faith is their tor. 
Ents and there is not in it any obedience. 
bre ood way of detecting au inäncere faith 
ing much wat, law, and conlidering 


oy 


its requirements. Although the cliriſtian 2 
himſelf condemned and ſlain by the law, his faith 
approves every one of its commandments huly; 
juſt and good. When he receives Cn b he 
receives the law to be the rule of his future texts 
per and actions. So far is he from animoſity as 
inſt the law, on account of its condemning fen- 
tence ; ; that he ſees this to be a mark of its e 
cellence, and adores the divine - government for 
being guided by ſo good-a commandment, which 
requires men to love the Lord with, all their Beard, 
and all their a and al their mind. N 


* feb vum moralivg' ora i holy bester 50 nes 
quired in chriſtians z- and without it we 


have evidence of our own forgiveneſs, 
Mx may fall into great and ſtrange delufians: 
There have been many perſons of a moſt immorat 
— hea appeared to think their falyation ſecure; 
apprehenſion of inward * illumination 
and the pt of Gop reigning in their h 
This is a moſt dangerous deluſion, and is tur- 
ing the grace of Gop into licentionfnels. - Therd 
can be no forgiveneſs without agood heart. There 
may be a moral practice here the heart is fit 
ſanctified, for a Practice viſibly right may ariſe 
from unholy motives ; but an immoral practice 
never can come from a good heart. e 
ſible there ſhould be a holy motive to a bad deed: 
Men may think their motives to be holy, "and 
thence form a falſe opinion of their bad aCtions 3 
but in all ſuch caſes, the judgment is vitiated 
chrough a depravity of heart An habitual bad 
practice proves a bad heart. 
- Txovert the people of Gop are <anAifed vas 
in part and may do many bad actions; we have 
no reaſon to think that he ever leaves them to an 


open, long continued and habitual departure from 
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a good practice. They are overcome by tempta· 
tion; they are ſometimes left by Gop to great 
and ſcandalous tranſgreſſion, that he may here- 
by ſhow them their dependance; but if they ate 
his forgiven ones, on conſideration, they ſee and 
mourn for their iniquity, and are the firſt to con- 
demn themſelves. It was thus with David, with 
Peter and all thoſe ſeints whoſe fall is recorded in 
the word of God. An habitual bad practice 
wilfully continued, is, therefore moſt ſure evi- 
dence of an unforgiven ſtate. Thoſe, who live 
habitually in a bad practice, however ſtrongly 
they may hope, and however firmly they may 
ſuppoſe themſelves to be the favorites of ſovereign 
grace, are ſtill under the bonds of 1 Aye 


- 


3. In judging of our forgiveneſs, we eiche 
to confider the motives, by which we are inclined 
to actions viſibly g good. Herod heared gladly, 
and the action was Fviſibly good ; but we know 
that his motive, like his character, was bad. Je- 
hu cried, come ſee my zeal for the Lord ; but his 
motive condemned Mm! It may be ſo with us, 
and before we determine ourſelves to be accepted 
by God, we ought to ſearch what our hearts 
mean by the viſibly good actions, which proceed 
from them: Do we pray to Gop from a love of 
him; or from fear and the formality of educa- 
L tion? Ds we worſhip in the temple to glorify 
his great name; or to be ſeen of men, and be 
called civil, well conducted perſons? Are we 
juſt, right, pure, and kind in our connections 
with men becauſe it is right thus to be, and a 

compliance with obligation to them and the 
wr” creator; or is all this done to invite their 
avor and make them the fame to us? In the lat- 
ter caſe, there is no evidence we are forgiven. * 


- KS 


* is not proper to apt a with- 
out greater evidence than we poſſibly. can have 


concerning other perſons. We know their hearts 
by their actions; we know our own by Son- 
ſciouſneſs. However regular, pure, and viſibly 
obedient our lives may be; however punctual 
we are in the ſervices of religion; ; however libe- 
ral to others, or ſevere in bodily mortifications 3 
all this can be no evidence of ſincerity, when we 
feel a conſcious oppoſition of heart to the holy 
e law and government of Go. 


W 


4. Livixe in the practice of any ſin againſt che 
Hates of conſcience; or in the omiſſion of any 
known duty, is a great evidence againſt the gs 


| cn of our faith. 
. Ir is not ſaid, that chriſtians 20 never ive i in 


9 pea 


given may — and, for > fralogs fin "gainſk 
his known duty; but it is concerning the preſ- 
ent evidence of forgiveneſs. Certainly there can 
be no preſent evidence of forgiveneſs, while liv- 
ing in known fin or omitting; known duty. 
CHRIST ſays, No man can ſerve-two maſters ; for 
either he will hate the one, and love the uber; or 
elſe he will hold to the one, and deſpi 8 the other. 
Te cannot ſerve Gob and mnammon. in the 
omiſſion of known duty, or the ng 0 ; vera 
ſin, is ſerving fin. It 1s ſerving a maſter, which 
is directly oppoſed to Gop; and at the time, 
God. is not received. There can be no preſent 
evidence that the Lord is our reconciled Gop, 


when we are not ſerving him. In ſuch a ſtate all 
the evidence is n us. 


have much relapſed from their former punctuali- 


as On'the evidences Sum. XVIII. 
ITI is a very dubious condition, in which 
. of mankind who have chriſtian 8 
und means are found. It is the foll 
believe doctrinally in the chriſtian ſcheme of 
Kith, and in the need of a gracious renovation 
the Spirit of Gop. They look back on ſome 
former time, in which they were anxiouſly con. 
eerned for falvation, and obtained a hope that 
God had forgiven and accepted them. They 


ty in religious duties, from their ſenſe of divine 
and eternal things, and. from watchfulneſs over 
themſelves and againſt temptation, They are 
become greater conformiſts to the world; al. 
though their lives may be free from viſible i im- 
— Still they have a hope, built ona 

Femembrance of their ſuppoſed, ancient, chriſ- 
tlat experience. Theſe perſons hve in the omil. 
fon of known duty, for according to their n 
idea of themſelves, the fervor of piety is Lone 
from their hearts. They are living and hoping, 


on arcient and not on preſent experience. I have 


Kalled this a dubious condition; but perhaps 1 
Are called it by too mild a name, for "nothing 
to ſhow it is not a fatal one. 

Wirr ſhould men have a preſent hope; with- 
ut preſent evidence? Can there be a rational 
Somfort in it? Muſt not all men, looking back 


dy memory on paſt experience of which preſent 


Feeling'is gone, fay, we may have been miſtaken. 
Ale Ut we may have been miſtaken, in all that is 
and have no preſent exerciſe of grace—no 
dent evidence, why do we hope! ? Why do we 
RApend an eternity, on the ſup Is poſſeſſion 
of A temper, from which we find no preſent ex- 
ereiſe ? This is not hoping from evident but 
from a . that we once 3 we had 
evidence. ps TONS eee | 2 


2 F is PRE: any or china — E | 
Gov. which thus — religion Do nat all 
the deſcriptions of grace in the heart, repreſent 
It, as a preſent temper and exerciſe -a 
principle —a preſent love of .Gop, and preſetit 
.obedience to his commands, in the moſt Siritunk 
-part of them ? Ought we to be eaſy with our 
ſtate, on any evidence, which would Not give us 
Fortitude and peace in death; and will any thing 
which i is ſhortof preſent my faith and A 
give this? 

Bur it may be inquired, are we to Jerive no 
comfort from paſt experience, and is there in it no 
evidence of our forgiveneſs? To which I anſwer. 

Wira reſpect to comfort, it eannot be found in 
paſt experience, without a preſent enjoyment of 
GD. A moſt unholy hypocrite may have the 
comfort of thinking, that he is ſafe from future 


— — The ſecure ſinner and infidel, may 
the comfort of ſuppoſing there is no pun- 
iſhment prepared for the wicked; but this 18: not 


chriſtian happineſs. It is a peace common to 
backſliding chriſtians, to hypocrites, and to 
ly defying ſinners. The true chriſtian comfort, 
is a preſent delight in Gop and in duty, and can- 
not be had by a memory of any thing that is paſt. 
Wirz reſpect to evidence of forgiveneſs from 
paſt experience ; it may be of great uſe in union 
with the preſent exerciſe of holy co — From 
what is paſt, the chriſtian judges better of chat 
he now feels; and by a remembrance of Gos 
kindneſs, which he knows to be ſimilar to 
he now feels, he is aſſured of divine love 
— rejoices with joy unſpeakable and full of glo- 
Ty. But to derive this benefit of paſt experience, 
it ſeems there muſt be alſo the — — exerciſe 
Fe faith, love and repentance. A bare recollec- 
tion of ſomething, that 1 _ preſent whouy un- 
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_Known by the heart, muſt 3 a Nan ground of 
Hope. There is no preſent teſt for inge 
ween deluſion and reality. The mind can 
only ſay to itſelf, I once felt ſomething that I 82 
ſed to be ſatisfying, and which I then thoug 
J excellent in its nature and its attending com- 
fort, that it muſt be from Gop. I know that 1 
was relieved and delighted, but I now feel noth- 
ing of the ſame bleſſedneſs; and therefore, It 
might all be a deluſion, which is now leading me 
to eternal ruin. It is only by a renewal of ſim. 
Yar affections and views in the mind, that paſt 
experience becomes preſent evidence. Infinite 
wiſfdom hath ordered, that there is no good evi- 
-dence of our forgiveneſs, but by preſent evangel- 
ical obedience; and it is the ordering of good- 
neſs to his imperfect children. If it were other- 
wiſe, and there could be evidence of our forgive- 
"neſs without the preſent exerciſe of a hol ee 
r, it would tend greatly, to prolong ſeaſons of 
Jad hing from him. ing left without evi- 
Aence, his people are now as liable to be warned 
by the terrors of a condemning law, as they were 
before they ever fled to him for refuge. It is not 
reaſohable to with for evidence of a divine recon- 
cilement to us, any further than we find a preſent 
n to the Gop and law of infinite holi- 
We are ready to tell the unholy and pro- 
Fane, that they are unreaſonable in defiring Gop 
to be reconciled to them, while of their preſent 
"wrong temper. For the ſame reaſon, no man 
ought to with for evidence of Gop's gracious ac- 
eeptance, further than he feels himſelf to be re- 
turned to his duty. A wiſh contradictory to this, 
5 ſymptomatic of ſome hidden inſincerity in the 
eart, which will prove fatal in the end. 
- Tyzne is a very falſe idea, entertained by ſome 
of being cloathed with CHRIS T's righteouſneſs, 
and 2 on this as evidence of their for. 


* 
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— 
giveneſs. The 2 ſpeaks of not having. his 
own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but So 
which is through the faith of CHRIST; So. we 
are ſaid to be juſtified by the righteouſneſs-of 
faith; and exhorted to put on CHRISr. Ko 

Fuch deſcriptions as theſe, hath ariſen the-expre 

: fion of being cloathed with CHRIS T's righteoub: 
meſs. They mean that we are juſtified,” by the 
grace of God, through and for the ſake of 
2 HRIST's righteouſneſs. Being cloathed with 
CHRIS ᷑'s righteouſneſs, is being forgiven and ac- 
cepted by Gop, for the ſake of what he hath done 
and ſuffered. But it does not mean, that the 
perſonal righteouſneſs of CHxlsr, is made our 
perſonal righteouſneſs, | Although our own per- 
{onal righteouſneſs or ſanctification cannot pur- 
Chaſe any favor at the hand of a holy Gov it is 
neceſſary to prepare us for the enjoyment of Gov 3 
it is neceflary. to receive the benefits of ſovereign 
-mercy ; and it is alſo neceſſary as evidence that 
* the fruits of Cnxlsr's righteęohſneſs are imparted 
to us. Our own. perſonal holineſs is the only ef- 
idence that we are forgiven through the rig 

eouſneſs of CHRIST. Being cloathed with 

; mility and other graces of the chriſtian; tempef, 
is the proper evidence, that we are cloathed with 
i and the Proven of eternal glory... 


5. A DELIGHT in the duties of worſhip, A 
-cally 3 in prayer, is an inſeparable attendant of the | 
faith to which forgiveneſs is promiſed. 

Ir any of you lack wiſdom, let him af# of Gon, that 
giveth 10 all men liberally, and upbraidetb nu and 
. ſhall be given him. But let him aſt in faith. Prayer 
is the Ro by which faith offers its defires to 
-Gop through J=s8vs ChHRIsTr. When we. cog - 
fider the word of Gop, that none are forgiven 
but thoſe who believe; when we further confid. 


* the office md uſe of faith, it b impoſſible 
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wat a true believer ſhould live in the Habitual 
neglect of prayer. Of all divine worſhip, this is 
moſt agreeable to him. It is by prayer, that we 


place ourſelves moſt ſenſibly in the divine pref. 


ence; and if we love Gop, the means of ap- 
proaching him and quickening our apprehenſions 
of his infinite glory cannot be neglected. It is 
by prayer that faith aſks; and if we feel our 
needs we ſhall make them known. It is to prayer 
the promiſe is made ; and if we beheve the word 
of Gop, we ſhall obey in our manner of applica- 
tion. The uſefulneſs of this duty is ſufficiently 
teſtified in the word of Gop. If infinite wiſdom 
had not knownit tobe neceſſary for a godly life in 
CrxisT Jesvs, we ſhould not have had the eom- 
mands, Pray without ceaſi ng.—Praying always with 
all prayer” and ſupplication in the ſpirit, and watch 
ing thercunto with all perſeverance.—Continuing in- 


fetant in prayer. Night and day praying n 
—Exhort therefore, that firſt of all, ſupplicati 


_ prayers, interce 405 ons, and giving of EA be made 


Jer all men. Theſe precepts with many other, ex- 
ed in the ſtrongeſt language, clearly prove 

the uſefulneis and er of Fer in vithe chriſ. 

tian life h 


11 


Tx ſame is kdown by che concurrent teſti.» 


mony of chriſtian experience. The people of 


Gop have ever borne witneſs, for the benefit, and 
comfort, and quickening efficacy of prayer in 
ptoſperity, i in adverſity, in reſiſting the tempta- 
tions of ſenſe, in mortifying their remaining ſin, 
in quickening all the gracious affections, and in 
giving a lively ſenſe of preſent duty. This is ſo 
uniformly true, that chriſtians may always judge 
themſelves in a backſliding ſtate, when their pleaſ- 
ure, fervency and frequency in prayer abates. 
Tx ſame truth may be learned from the na- 
ture of religion. True religion is a love of Go. 
ata is converſing with hum, 1 in ſuch a "_ as 


\ 
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becomes creatures to ſpeak to an infinite Creator. 
This Creator is always and every where preſent: 
to hear the ſupplication. He permits us to 
ſpeak to him through the Mediator, whenever we 
feel a heart diſpoſed to praiſe, or any wants which 
need to be ſupplied, or any dangers we wiſn to 
avoid. If Gop be the object of our ſupreme 
love, it is impoſſible to refrain from ſpeaking to 
him in the holy and humble manner which is 
permitted. Stated ſeaſons of prayer will be 
pleaſing, and in the midſt of daily and neceſſary > 
occupations the heart will aſcend to the giver of 
every good gift, and praiſe the fulneſs from 
which all our mercies proceed. Our hearts nat=" 
urally ſeek the objects of our ſupreme love, and 
it is as difficult to keep the true diſciple: of 
CurisrT from praying, as it is to divert. thoſe-. 
who are devoted to the world, from their Bends: 
their merchandize, and their amyuſements. 3 Ip 

Ir this be truth, we haveno right to depend on 
our own. forgiveneſs, unleſs the worſhip of Gop, - 
and eſpecially prayer be a molt pleaſing and con- 
ſtant duty of our lives. It is probable, that E 
many even among the believers. of chriſtian reve - 
lation, think themſelves to be religious and gra- 
cioully forgiven, although they find none of this 
delight in worſhipping Gop. Some may thin 
thus, who are wholly: unacquainted with the cloſ- 
et; who never kneeled with their families before 
the Gon of all grace, to. praiſe his goodneſs and 
aſk his daily preſervation and the forgiveneſs of 
their ſins ; and who rarely look within the ſanc- 
tuary of Gob. All ſuch, will probably think 
this repreſentation drawn too high. They can- 
not accord with it, without condemning them 
ſelves, and fruſtrating the looſe hope, by which 
they ſpend their time of trial in this world the 
only trial they will have for eternity. Let ſuch 
perſons ſearch the ſcriptures of Jzsvs CH RIST 
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and of the apoſtles who were inſpired by his 
Spirit, and if they can there point out a ſcheme ef 
religion which will ſave the fouls of men, differ- 
ent from what has been repreſented, their ſafety 
and their right to hope ſhall be allowed. If 
they can ſhow the conſiſtency of loving Gop ſu- 
premely, and ſtill neglecting to obey, to think of 
him, and converſe with him ; it ſhall be allowed 
they are fair candidates for heaven. 

Ovex the whole world there is a natural con- 
ſcience in men, which diſpoſes them to ſeek ſafe- 
ty, in the preſent and coming world. They are 
generally ready to hear every ſcheme, which is 
Propoſed tor that end. Hence it happens that 
innovators in religion find an eaſy acceſs to man- 
kind. They are heard with avidity, and the 
guilty, unholy multitude, hope they have found 
a way of eternal bliſs, leſs condemning to their 
appetites and crimes, and requiring leſs holineſs 
than they have been uſed to hear. There wawld 
be no difficulty in chriſtianizing the world if the 
doctrines of CHRIS might be accommodated to 
a ſinful heart and practice. Men will conſent, 
for the ſake of pacifying conſcience, to own the 
belong to Gop, if they are not indeed obliged to 
ſerve him. They will probably go further, and 
conſent to ſerve him in ſome viſible things, if 
they · may be excuſed from ſerving him with the 
| Heart. There is no evidence that our faith is 
fincere; and we are forgiven ; but a dedication - 
of ourſelves, both body and ſpirit to the Lord. 
We muſt be wholly his or we do not belong to 
him, for we cannot ſerve two maſters. The 
works which will juſtify and prove our faith to be 
good, include the temper the moral ſtate of the 
Rand all the actions of living in the world. 
This is glorifying him in our body and in our 
ſpirit, which are his, and the only evidence * our 

eternal redemption. AMEN. - 


SERMON XII. 


On working out our own ſalvation, 


x, 


C PHILIPPIANS ü. 12, 13. 


A. oRK out your own ſalvation with foar and treni« 
Bling, Fur it is God which worketh in you, bol 
to will and to do of bis good Pleaſure. | 


8 exhortation, is founded upon a previ. 

ous deſcription, of the glorious and exalted 

fate of Jxsus CHRIST. Wherefore Gop alſo hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name : that at the name of Fksus every 
knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth ; and that every. 
tongue ſhould confeſs, that Fesus CRT is Lord, to 
the glory of Gop the Father. From this high def. 
cription of his dignity as Gop, Redeemer and 
Judge, the writer exhorts, work out your own ſal- 
vation with fear and trembling. The greatneſs of 
the Judge, to whom every knee ſhall bow, and by 
whom every one ſhall be ſentenced ; the greats 
neſs and eternity of the good ſought and the evil 
do be avoided ; — with the divine action 
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89 | tak: Gon, on the minds of all who work ſucceſs- 
Fully, are conſiderations why it ſhould be with 
fear and trembling. 

. Taz following things will be conſidered. 


I. WHAT 1s included in ſalvation. ; 


II. Wnar is meant, in the text, by working 
out our ſalvation. 


2 1. WHAT is included in on. 


Ir is ſuppoſed there can be no e what is 
meant by che word ſalvation in this paſſage, and 1 
 defcribe it, not to ſettle a difficult point; but as 
Preparatory to the ſucceeding part of my diſcourſe. 
The natural and ſcriptural meaning of the word 
falvation, is deliverance from ſome evil, either 
Natural or moral. Perſonal and national deliv- 
erances, from particular judgments, are called 
falvations. A ſubject of diſcourſe, often limits 
the meaning to particular eſcapes and bleſſings, 
ſome of which are of ſhort, and others of longer 
continuance. 
IN the word of Gor, dien commonly 
means, that forgiveneſs and ſanctification through 
Jrsps CHarisT, by which unholy and guilty ſin- 
ners, are prepared and ſhall be finally received, 
: to the eternal glory and peace of heaven. This 
is the great {alvation, ultimately including all 
bleſſings, all holineſs, happineſs and glory which 
"redeemed men can receive. This is always meant 
by the word ſalvation, in the goſpel writings ; un- 
leſs, when the nature of the ſubject limits it, to 
Tome particular favor. This is the ſalvation, 
. which the text exhorts us to work out with fear 
and trembling, becauſe it is God who worketh in 
us both to will and to do, of his good Nn. 
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4 What it contains. 5 
Hol IxEss is the principal thing. It is 
erance from fin, a moral conformity to Gov and 
his law, and evangelical union to him through his 
Son JEsus CHRIST. Hence ChrisT was prom- 
iſed to ſave his people fram their fins—Whe gave 

himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all inigui- 
ty, and purify us to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous 
75 good r. — According to his mercy he ſaved, us, 
by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Gb. Salvation begins in holineſs — ends 
in ity: It is begun in this world and grows 
with the perſonal holineſs of Gop's people. This 
was meant by CHRIST when he ſaid, Fat behald, 
the kingdom of God is within you. T he ſanctifica- 
tion of Gop's people, with the happineſs ring 
out of it, is the beginning of their glory. It is the 
Jpiritual water given by CRaIST, which ſhall 4, in 


them @ well of water, ſpringing up into eternal 
There is no room to queſtion, 'that holineſs is t 
moſt eſſential thing in this ſalvation. We n 
hear and have the offer, but without e have 
not the thing itſelf. : 
Harrmss is alſo included in this ſalvation. 
A Wiffvite wiſdom hath ſo formed the univerſe, and 
the mind of man; that happineſs the moſt pure, 
the greateſt and moſt! perpetual, ariſes from a hol 
| temper and practice. Thi s is the happineſs' of . 
wetter himſelf, and he tom it to his 
| 1655 e according to their meaſure of acting and fe- 
When they become perfect in holineſs, 
their appinefs will be the krete poſſible. 
Wit we conſider happineſs as part of the 
; Felde falvation, it muſt be remembered, that it 
1s confined to ſuch happineſs as ariſes from a holy 


temper and Practice. 1 find pleaſure m 


Ir may be uſeful for us particularly t to confid- 
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their vices, yet none will pretend this to be part 
of the chriſtian ſalvation. The greater their 
pleaſure is, the further they are from being ſayed, 
and the more difficult it becomes for them to en- 
ter into the kingdom of glorious. peace. The 
ungodly reliſh of their hearts is gaining ſtrength, 
and they become more diſqualified for taſting the 
pleaſures of religion. This deſcription ought nat 
to be confined to the unhappy perſons, who are 
lunging deep into the pleaſures of groſs ſenſual- 
ity. It applies, with propriety, to the pride of 
ſelf. righteouſneſs, which, by every moment of its 
continuance, is ſhutting the heart againſt the true 
n of chriſtian inis. 


II. r is meant, in the text, by workin £ 
out our own 2 ſalvation. 1 


— 


3. * 


Io0o fix the meaning of a writer, it 18 often ne- 
ceffary, we ſhould know the character of the 
perſons addreſſed. Eſpecially, it is proper to 
conſider this, when their character is ſtrongly 
marked in the accompanying parts of diſcourſe, 
Which is the caſe with reſpect to this exhortation. 
It is an exhortation to chriſtians, whoſe hearts 
were already ſanctified in part, and in whom t 
work af grace was begun, which would certain 
end in: the ſalvation of final glory.— This may 
be known: from the preceding words Mhere- 
Fore, my beloved, as ye have akuvays. obeyed, not as in 
my.preſehce only, but naw much more in my. abſence ; 
. out your own ſalvation with fear and trembling. 
He calls them beloved brethren, an appellation 
applied by the ſacred writers, peculiarly to the peo- 
ple of Gop. The exhortation is to thoſe, who 
had already obeyed, not only while he was with 
them; but alſo, in his abſence from them. The 
had _ evidence of ſincerity by a ſeaſon of 
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perſeverance, in an age, when every profeling 
chriſtian was aſſailed by the moſt tryin evils, 
which heathen and jewiſh enmity could' ink * 


© Havino aſcertained the character of the 
cots to whom the writer addreſſed himſelf, —_ 
meaning of the exhortation becomes apparent, 
and is conceived to be as follows. 
„I aDDREss you, as perſons who are obrif- 
< tians, by the waſhing of regeneration, and re- 
de newing of the Spirit. You are my beloved 

<« brethren, by profeſſion and a viſible obedience; 
My hope concerning you is ſtrong; for the 
„ obedience which I beheld, has been continued 
in my abſence. Go on, ſeeking perfection in 
66 holineſs, until the day of perfect . Be 
< diligent, finiſh, and make full proof of the 
" ſalvation, which is already begun in you; al- 
< ready given to you by the riches of mere in 
* CurIST Jesus“? The, 

Tux latter part of the verſe: EP FER this ex- 

planation. For it is Gop which” worketh* _ 
both to will and to do of his 'good Pleaſure. 
chriſtians know” the difficulties of 3 
They wreſtle againſt principalities, © againſt power 
9057 the rulers of the darkneſs of this a © | 
urs ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places. They are 
urrounded with temptations, the allurements of 
ſenſe, the ſeducing influence of bad example and 
the company of evil men, with whom they muſt 
be connected, in many things, until Gon calls 
them from the world. The objects of their nat- 
ural affection, and of family endearment, who 
muſt be their daily companions, are often the 
enemies of the goſpel, and oppoſed to that holy 
fe which they know to be their duty. They 
feel a remainder of ſin in their own hearts, by 


which they are laid open to the power of exter- 


nal temptations, Of this, the apoſtle hath given 
us a moſt excellent deſcription, in his own expe- 
rience. For I know that in me ¶ that is, in my fleſh) 
dewelleth no good thing: for to will is preſent with 
me, but how to perform that which is good, I find not. 
For the good that I would, Ido not: but the evil 
zohich I world not, that I do. I find then a law, 
that when I would do good, evil is preſent with me. 
Fer I delight in the law of Gop after the inward 
man. But I ſee another law in my members warring 
againſt the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity 10 the law of fin, which is in my members. 
O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
from the body 95 this death. | {4 
| In view of theſe obſtacles, it appears to the 
chriſtian, a difficult thing, to work out or effe& 
that perfection in holineſs, which is his ſalvation, 
On this account when his faith is weak, he is 
often ready to deſpond ; and it ſeems, as though 
he muſt be deſtroyed by his ſpiritual enemies, 
and the treachery of his own heart. Knowing 
this, the apoſtle adds to his exhortation, the ſup. 
porting truth; for it is Gop which worketh in you 
5075 to will and to do of his gaod pleaſure. Fs 
* Tao? your remaining ſin be great, and your 
temptations many, God is. with you. You are 
not working alone. In this caſe, you ought to 
look back to your former unholy, unpardoned 
ſtate. You now know, that if Gop had not 
wrought in you, by his renewing ſpirit, you 
would have been in the gall of bitterneſs and un- 
der the bonds of iniquity. Now you know, that 
it was Gop who firſt wrought in you to repent 
and believe, and that you was made obedient by 
a divine efficiency. You have no reaſon to de- 
ſpond ; for Gop, who hath begun his own work; 
can finiſh it, and overcome all your ſpiritual en- 
emies, You have the promiſe of his ſpirit, to 
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enlighten and ſanctify, to remove your remaining 

fin, and fit you for his own preſence. Under a 
ſenſe of weakneſs you may plead the covenant, 
and aſk his grace to control your wills and direct 
your practice. 

Tais is all the encouragement to diligence 
which a weak chriſtian can need, and it was prop- 
er to be added with the exhartation; work out 
your own ſalvation. It has the nature of a promiſe, 
to thoſe who have become evangelically obedient, 
that Gop will in future be with them. To the 
unbelieving and impenitent, to thoſe who have 
never obeyed, there are no promiſes made; nor 
is it fit there ſhould be any. If Gop hath not 
begun to influence their wills, that is, work in 
them to will; there is no certainty from any 
thing he hath ſaid in the ſcriptures, that he ever 
will thus work. As they are now in a ſtate of 
unpardoned oppoſition to divine holineſs, and 
Have never, in any reſpect, complied with the 
condition to which final ſalvation is promiſed, 
they may always remain as ignorant and obdurate 
as they be at preſent. Thoſe who have become 
obedient, in their future exertions muſt de 
on the aid of promiſed grace. This dependance, 
is uſing means in the exerciſe of faith, which to 
thoſe who do it is never in vain. : Whoever, 
prays, hears and meditates, looking to Gop for 
the ſanctifying efficacy of his holy ſpirit, will by 
experience find him working in them to will and 
to do; and they will be ſenſible no greater en- 
couragement is needed. 

'To the exhortation, there is another direction 
added. Work out your own ſalvation, with fear 
and trembling. Be diligent, be ſtrenuous, be rev- 
erent in all your endeavours. 

Bx diligent, for there is much to be done in 
reſiſting * ſeeking holineſs, and the con- 
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ſequences are great and eternal. Be ſtrenuous; 


for weak and intermitting efforts, are not ade! 


a 


7 After t 


quate to the difficulties which you will meet. Be 
reverent ; for ſucceſs depends wholly on a divine 
co-operation, and none have right to” expect his 
ſpirit, unleſs they have a moſt reverent ſenſe of 
his being, action and purity. In working out 
his own falvation, the chriſtian ought to have a 
deep ſenſe of the danger of ſin. Known and wilful 
fin will always prevent the ſenſible communica- 
tion of ſtrength from Gop; His children may 
be permitted to fall into wilful rebellion ; but 
when this is the caſe, they muſt be brought into 
a ſtate of trembling concern, before they will 
experience again a TO * with the 
means which are uſed. 

ExrkRIENCE in the chriſtian life, will ſhow 
** admirable fitneſs and truth of the exhortation 
in the text. It will convince of the need of works 
ing. That no one can grow in faith and holi- 
neſs, without a moſt diligent attention to the 
means, which infinite wiſdom hath appointed: 
Whenever, reading the word of Gop, prayer, 
meditation, ſelf. examination, and a moſt watch- 
ful care over the heart and practice are omitted; 
ſpiritual affection will ceaſe to be ſenſible, and 
both the power and comforts of religion will be 
gone. Although means cannot ſanctify, Go 
never gives his influence to purify his people 
without them; and to hope for this, i in the iat 
ſion of means, is high preſumptio. 
CHRISTIAN experience will give conrickion of 
its bei neceſſary for Gop to work in them. 
longeſt and moſt ſucceſsful uſe of 
means, a uſe ſo ſucceſsful that they dare not onut 
them; there is ſtill the moſt thorough convie- 


tion, that all is in vain, if the ſpirit of Gop be 


denied. When they are moſt vigorous in the uſe 
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of appointed means; they are always moſt im- 
portunate for a divine influence to accompany; 
The neceſſity of uſing means, and the aſeription 
of all holineſs to the immediate action of Gop, 
are truths which ſome pretend to conſider as con- 
tradictory. It is not ſeen, in what ſenſe, they are 
o, any more in moral than in natural events. 
But whatever objeCtions there be, in this matter, 
chriſtian experience will ſoon remove them. 
All the holy, will bear a joint teſtimony, that it 
is of the Lord's working they are ſanctiſied; alſo, 
they will aſſure us Gop did this, when they were 
molt diligent and darin in We means of re- 
ligion. 

FURTHER, chriſtian experience will produce 
deep concern, leſt we endeavour and exert our- 
ſelves, in ſuch a way, as will grieve the holy ſpirit 
to deny his aid. God is as jealous. of his 8 
honor e of the reſpect due ks direQions, in 
the diſpenſation of ſovereign grace; as he is in 
judging and rewarding by the law. Thoſe thi | 
which men think to be ſmall deviations from t 
preſcribed rule, are often a ſufficient reaſon, for 
the moſt holy ſpirit to deny his quickening:influ« 
ence. If we work in a way not commanded; if 
ve add human invention to commanded ſervices 3 
if we divide the means, which Gop hath joined; 
if we uſe means, while living in any known and 
wilful tranſgreſſion; or if we depend on the 
means, and think to obtain by our own ſtre „ 
through their efficacy, forgetting to look to Gan, 
the uſe will be without a bleſſing. Infinite wiſ- 
dom and goodnels is very particular in the ſove- 
reign beſtowment of his aid, in order to keep us 
watchful againſt ſin, and preſerve i in us a ſenſe of 
our dependence. Theſe things are taught to a 
chriſtian, by his experience in the life of faith and 
godlineſs; therefore he works with fear and 
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trembling, leſt he ſhould grieve away the ſpirit of 
life. 

In explaining this text, it has been og! to 
chriſtians, who have obeyed and become ſancti- 
fied in part. I here feel myſelf brought near to a 
ſubject of great importance, which, though plain 
to the experienced chriſtian, is very liable to miſ- 
repreſentation and imprudent expreſſion. It is 
concerning ſuch uſe of means, as may be found 
in perſons, who are not ſanctified, and forgiven 
through faith and repentance. Inquiring minds 
will come to this ſubject, and find difficulties in 
it; alſo, they are in danger of embracing ſome 
wrong concluſions, unleſs they haye been experi- 
mentally taught, or inſtruction is given them, i in 
the moſt guarded manner. 
Tux RR are two errors of a fatal tendency, in- 
to which we may fall. Either, that there is 
nothing to be done by unſanctified men; of, 
that the external ſervices to which they bb 22 
cited by fear and ſelf. love alone, are the begin- 
ing of real holineſs and preparation for heaven. 
It is dangerous to believe either of theſe. There 
is no eie for heaven, without ſome 
degree of moral conformity to Gop and his king- 
dom, and the unſanctified ſinner hath no begifi- 
ning of ſuch conformity. All his external works 
in praying, hearing and ſeeking are for himſelf 
and not for Gop. If a terrible law were repeal- 
ed, and a way prepared for ſin to triumph, he 
would ſeck no longer, and hear and pray no 
more. Therefore, there is no preparation for 
heaven, nor any ſalvation actually begun in his 
foul, by all his aſſiduous ſervices. We cannot 
tell him that God 1s working in him. The de- 
ſign of infinite wiſdom, in awakening and ſetting 
the terrors of the law before his = is to make 
him acquainted with his own heart, and convince 
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him of a hardneſs and enmity againſt divine ho- 
lineſs and ſovereignty. In this caſe, to tell him 
that his concern and performance of external 
ſervice, on legal motives, is ſanctification begun, 
would be counteracting the work of God, on his 
underfianding and conſcience. 

O the other hand, to give any Wb 
which will make him conclude he may ceaſe the 
form of prayer, and exchange theſe ſervices, for 
the profane and thoughtleſs circle of men, is di- 
recting him to ſure deſtruction. We never ſee 
Gop ſanctifying the thoughtleſs and ſecure. It 
is the manner of infinite wiſdom, to open mens 
underſtanding on their peril and guilt, before he 
ſanctifies them. It is alſo his manner to uſe 
their own legal obſervances, as means of teachi 
them the ſin of their hearts, and their abſolute 
dependence on ſovereign, renewing grace. Tho? 
renewing grace doth not always follow ſuch con- 
viction, we do not ſee it given in another way; 
and by looking through this ſubject we may ſee 
the propriety of this divine diſpenſation. The 
whole experience of the church, can give no 
reaſon to ſuppole God will ſanctify ſecure ſinners, 
who live in open neglect of a Sabbath, of prayer, 
of meditation on their own ſtate, and 'of anxious 
concern for eſcape. Theſe thoughtleſs fouls are 
in the broad way without knowing it. 


To illuſtrate this ſubje&, I will propel and 
anſwer ſeveral queſtions. 


QUESTION 1. Tux text has been . 
as an exhortation to chriſtians, who have already 
experienced ſanctifying grace; may not unholy 


men, be exhorted to work out their &ivation 
with fear and trembling ? 


Uu 
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. ANSWER, ALL unholy men ought to be a 
Fedde to work out their own ſalvation, with fear 
and trembling ; ; but we cannot give them the 
ſame encouragement, which may be given, to 
ſuch as have become evangelically obedient. We 
cannot, in truth, tell them, that Gop now doth 
or ever hath, wrought in them both to will and 
to do.— The preceptive part of the exhortation 
belongs to all men; the encouraging and prom- 
oy part, only to the obedient. | 
THERE is but one law, one kind of obedience, 
one ſet of promiſes, one ſcheme of duty and prac- 
tice placed before mankind, The command and 
exhortation are to all. The promiſe is to all, 
who comply with the conditions on which it is 
given. The threatening is againſt all, who re- 
main of the temper and heart againſt which it is 
denounced. There are two characters among 
men; the holy and unholy. One of them is en- 
titled to a promiſe; the other, only to ſuch 
threatenings as are merited by diſobedience. But 
there are not two ſchemes of duty to be placed 


in their view; one for ſinners, and the other for 


faints. Unholy men are proper ſubje&s of the 
ſame exhortations as are given to the obedient. 


In deſcribing duty, and direQting the way of ſal- 


vation, we do not find the word of Gop makes 
any difference; but all are commanded to repent 
and believe, and live in all holy converſation. 
The different addreſs of Gop to ſaints and ſinners 
takes place in deſcribing. their character, and the 

in which he will treat them; and not in 
A4 eribing obligation and duty, for this is the ſame 
N And ſinners ought to be reminded of 
on indiſpenſible obligation to ey alk we 
duties of chriſtian. obedience. 


" "Du 2. Do unſanctified perſons « ever er begin to 
work.qut their own © Glvation + ? 8 
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A. Tx never do begin. —Of the m 
thing which they do, ſome from fear, ſome from 
ſelf· righteouſneſs, and ſome from falſe expecta- 
tions; none amount to a beginning of real fal. 
ons A conſenting, willing heart is the firſt 
thing in ſalvation, and all they have done comes 
no nearer to this, than their firſt excitement to ſe- 
riouſneſs. Although ſin hath changed its form 
and manner of acting, it ſtill reigns. Viſible ſe- 
riouſneſs and inquiry come from the ſame heart, 
as was before acted out, in vanity and a centempt 
of moral obligation. It is fear and not love 
which hath made the change of converſation. 
The character and law of Gop are no more amis 
able in their ſight, and are no more loved for their 
own excellence, than they ever were. The fins 
ner is not weaned from himſelf, and every thing 
is done from a principle of ſupreme ſelf· regard. 
There is no regard to the honor of God. There. 
fore, falvation, which confiſts in holineſs on the | 
heart, is not begun. 

Tux ſeeking ſinner, in the Gituation I am con- 
fidering, hath not wrought out his falvation in 
part. Some things, which may be matter of 
command, are of ſuch a nature by the very laws 
of action, chat they may be part done and part not 
done. A command to go to a diſtant place, re- 
quires beginning, and progreſs approaching to- 
wards the end of the command, and may be in 
part effected. It is not thus in loving and chooſ- 
ing | Gop, in which beginning ſalvation conſiſts. 
The will er choice of the heart is for him or a- 
gainſt him; he is choſen or rejected; and no 
part of ſalvation is wrought out until he is choſen. 
After a ſinner is ſanctified and hath repented and 
believed in CHRIST, it will be proper to ſay his 
ſalvation is wrought out in part; but before this, 
he is in total diſobedience. In all he does, unho- 


ly motives are apparent, and his reſolutions and 


* 
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inquiring whit he ſhall do to be faved, ariſe from 
a Heart which doth not wiſh S to reign. 140 


&* * 4 


Is the aniakentd fink better or worſe 
905 bis would have been in a ſtate of ber and 
Ne Ions of Gop ? ; 


A. Iris see this queſtion tende only t to 


| uſcleſ ſpeculation, and that it was firſt originat- 


ed, with an unfriendly deſign, to diſcredit, either 
feriouſacis or thoſe doctrines of revelation, which 
repreſent men utterly ſinful by nature, and de- 
pendent on the ſovereign action of Gop for their 
deliverance. There is no difficulty in giving this 
general anſwer to the queſtion, that men are be- 


coming worſe, until they repent; whether they 


be in an anxious or a ſecure ſtate. They are ad- 
ding to an immenſe amount of paſt ſin and guilt. 
The habit or ſtrength of unholy affections is in- 
ereaſing. They are going further from God and 
duty, and becoming expoſed to a more heav 

doom. Continued unbelief, or living without 
faith in CHRIST and repentance towards Gob, | 
always implies a ſtate growing worſe and worſe. 
E there be any who know they are deſtitute of 
real religion, ani yet think they are not daily be. 
coming more ſinful and guilty, they contradict 
the truth of the apoſtle. But evil men and ſedurers 


hall wax worſe and worſe, deceiving, and being da. 


ozived. But if the queſtion be, whether inquiring 
inner s, who ſtill remain in unbelief, wax worſe 


either leſs or more, than they would, in a ſtate of 


z it is not wiſe. It is impoſfible for men 


g to form a fcale of increaſing ſin and apply it with 
any certainty to the conditions of the human 


heart. It is enough for us to know that without 


holineſs, no man pleaſeth GoD.—It is doubtleſs 


true, that the inquiring ſinner acts againſt an in- 
. of light, which is a circumſtance enhancing 
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guilt. It may alſo be true, that many affections 
of his heart, which are completely finful, by che 
terrors of the law, are laid under ſome reſtraint, 
and are not pointed with ſuch energy of oppoſi- 
tion againſt Gop, as they would be if the law 
were out of fight. It was before ſaid the queſs 
tion is uſeleſs, and it was introduced in this a 
only to guard againſt a miſrepreſentation of ſome 
other ſentiments, which are en e 5 
this diſcourſe. 


. 4. Is che ſacure Som wh thinks 8 
ing of his unhappy caſe, and lives in neglect of 
the viſible ſervices of religion, as probable a ſub- 


ject of ſanctifying and forgiving 81 oy ae 
_ with attend to them ? |. .- 


„. > ft; WirH reſpect to che fecure; 3 
no preſent reaſon to hope for them in particular; 
that they will ever come to repentance. We 
know there is a Gon of infinite. power and good- 
neſs. He is able, and it is poſſible he may turn 
them; but as we know from his expreſs infor- 
mation many will be left, nothing appears why 
they will not be of the wretched number., Inf 
nite wiſdom gives us no evidence to conelude 
they will be reclaimed, and every thing. looks 
contrary-to it. They have not a ſolemn ſenſe of 
Gop, his law, their guilt. and danger. They 
neither wiſh to turn, nor ſee the danger f not 
turning. They are not in the way of:;obtaining 
certain points of doctrinal Knewi ſove- 
reign wiſdom uſually gives to ſinners, and gives 
through the medium of their endeavours, before 
he ſanCtifies and forgives. They do not feel flain 
by the law, and it is probable they never Will, 
until they have attempted to live by it; and they 
er r , lire ah By aan. they are, by 
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its terrors, awakened from ſecurity and driven 
to ſeek life in their own ſtrength. eie SAco 


' 2dly. W1rTH reſpect to inquiring 8 he 
are anxious and ſay what ſnall we do to be ſaved 
WhO are performing many of the viſible ſervi- 
ces of religion, and take great pains to eſcape the 
wrath to come, there is much more room to 
hope Gop will be merciful to them. It is the 
6555 method of divine ſovereignty, to teach men 
they have a diſeaſe, before he heals; to wound, 
— he applies the balm; to ſlay by the = 

before he makes alive by the goſpel. Knowing 
this to be the method of infinite wiſdom, when 
7 we ſee their conſciences alive, their fear very ſen-. 
ile, their apprehenſions of Gop and of their 
own danger ſo real as makes them endeavour to 
eſcape puniſhment ; though it be not evangelical 
obedience, we hope that free grace yet deſigns 
their good. Though they are under the bonds 
of ſin, and have hearts as much as ever oppoſed 
o gofpel holineſs; though they are attempting 
ſalvation in 2 way which will never give it, 8e. 
are thus adding ſin to ſin; though they 
diſhonoring the infinite grace of the goſpel, 1 
by every trembling ſervice, which they offer from 
their preſent motives, are denying evangelical 
umi and the lovelineſs of CHRIS TH; though 
they appear to have no experimental ideas — 
eyangelical obedience, we {til} hope that ee 
mercy deſigns them eternal good. 
-AND why do we hope this? Not becauſe hep. 
are becoming worthy or better, or are in a goſpel 
ſenſe becoming obedient; for there is no goſ- 
| pel obedience ſhort of faith and repentance. ': Not 
becauſe their reigning temper would not make 
them eternally miſerable if left under its power. 
Not b. ecauſe there is any promiſe of Gon to per- 
ſons in this ſituation; for many are brought thus 


far, and ine the holy an by their long 


reſiſtance, he leaves them to — and "they 


ever before? 20Diupar 7 cet HTIVE 

Wx hope, ben Gov hath not e de- 
nied his convincing influence. Ie is acting on 
their minds, in a way naturally calculated, to give 
that experimental knowledge of ſin, guilt and 
ſpiritual impotency, which is uſually wrought i in 
ſinners before their change through grace. He 
is preparing them, through the medium of their 
own ſinful endeavours, and their ſtubborn reſiſt- 
ance to goſpel ſubmiſſion; to receive falvation; 
when imparted, as a ſovereign gift. They are 
alſo by this, in many reſpe&s which might be 
mentioned, prepared to resse and uſe the 
af Gop without abuſing it. When ſalvation is 
begun, they will know it is the Lord who hath 
done it. They will be ſenſible, that all they have” 
done, and the ſervices by which they thought 
themſelves to be making their calling 15 ele c- 
ion fure, were wholly finful, and the motives 
from which they acted were all unholy. They 
will aſcribe to ſovereign grace the glory of reſcu- 
ing them, at a moment, in which they were moſt 
unworthy to be ſpar ed. FS 

Fou what has been Laid! on this Wbjeck, K 
appears that great prudence and faithfulneſs are 
neceſſary, in thoſe who teach inquiring finners. 
It is one of the moſt ſolemn ſituations m wen a” 
religious inſtructor can be placed. E 

Tn ſinful perſon takes no pleaſure 15 the 
viſible ſervices of religion for their own” fake. 
He is impelled by danger to think. Ie wiſhes 
he could eaſily forget his own caſe. The ſer wi. 
ces to which he reſorts have nothing in them 
 pleafing, and are only choſen in preference to * 
true obedience of the heart. If, in this moment, 
the inſtructor ſays, any thing which ean be caught - 
bold of, as an excuſe for returning to former ſe 
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enfity and negligence, it will be received, and 
the laſt ſtate is worſe than the firſt. Or if the 
inſtructor leads him to ſuppoſe he is faſt growing 
better; that a holy Gop is in ſome degree bail. 
fied with his external reformation, his meditation, 


prayers, and zeal in a good cauſe; that if he will 


8 92 in this way, there is no doubt of his ſafe- 
this inſtruction will quiet conſcience, and 
build up a ſelf. righteouſneſs, which is directly 
oppoſed to goſpel holineſs. 
InTEGRITY is wiſdom. The Giles; 4 in this 
caſe hath a right to the truth; for his ſoul, his 
eternity is at riſque, He ſhould be led to a fight 


of his heart; ſhould be told that all theſe ſervi- 
Ces are not the true goſpel duty required om 
him; that he muſt deſpair of help and ſafet 


all he does, and bow before a ſovereign. 8 


who may deliver or reject as he pleaſeth. The 
nature of unbelief, with all that variety 


of forms, 
which it aſſumes for ſelf. juſtification and eaſe of 
conſcience, ſhould be explained with moſt dili- 
Bent care. He ſhould be told that all he does is 
Evil only continually. That while he is endeav- 


during to maxe himſelf better, on his preſent mo- 


"tives, he is becoming more worthy of the end 
+ "which he fears. At the ſame time he ſhould be 


*rautioned-apainſt relapfing into ſecurity, and ex- 


horted to ule all means, for keeping alive a ſenſe 


*oF his miſcrable-ſtate. He ſhould be told, Gov 
75 is not oblig 

hat there s more hope, in his 3 caſe, than 
| 2 he were im deep ſecurity. - 


ed in juſtice ever to forgive ; ſti, 


It ſhows Gop hath 
ndt Fet a, my ſpirit ſhall firive: no more. For 
perſons on whom this ſentence is paſſed there is 
n hope. Aﬀer all, let every one remember, 


tthere is no obedience, without repentance toward 


5 ö faith toward our _ 2 CHIME. | 
EN. J | | 


ot 
* 70 
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Banctification of the Sabbath, 


EXODUS xx. 8. 


ee Sabbath day to bop is holy. 


I meaning of theword Spar, is 12 
of reſt and holy delight in God and in 
works. -Creation and providence are natural ev« 
tdence of the being of a Creator. Auman reaſon 
joins with revelation, in dictating, that ſome part 
of our time ſhould be ſpeciall edicated to wor- 
ſhip the Creator and giver of our 1 and 
Wwe enjoy. y- | 

A SABBATH was inſtituted i in 1 e 0 
After the creation was completed in ſix days, it 
ſaid, Gop ended his works which he had nate and 1 
Tefted the ſeventh day from all bis avorks | 
Bad made. And God . the ſe enth day and 
ange ed * 


Hz ſanctified it. By his ſpe peczel command ito 


Vas s ſet. Apart to a holy Fa to 1 ſervices, and 
meditation on — holy. ode 2nd, We 


* WE 
32 * 


0 


of praiſe and holineſs to Gop. 


- 
: 
: 
N * 
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This doth not imply that it is lawful to be unho- 
ly on other days. Every mind is able to make 
the diſtinction between ſacred and ſecular employ- 
ments, both of which are fit in their proper ſea- 
fon. The Sabbath is to be wholly devoted to 
the ſacred employments of worſhip and religious 
inſtruction, and to our preparation for another 
world; which is deſcribed as an eternal Sabbath 

FROM this early appointment of a Sabbath, to- 
gether with the reaſonableneſs of the inſtitution, 
it hath been found that all people, whether chrif- 
tians or heathen, have had appointed feaſons of 
Oe the Gops whom they adored. Tho? 
ſanctifying a ſeventh part of time, has been for- 
gottenby multitudes of men ; it does not appear, 
that a ſenſe of propriety, in appointing certain 
ſeaſons for religious worſhip, has been obliterated 
by the total depravity of human nature, even from 


Heathen minds. Although apoſtates from ckrifs 


tianity travelling into the ſhades of heatheniſm, 
may have given this repreſentation of ſome tribes 
of men; the fact doth not appear to be well au- 
thenticated. The reporters were prejudiced b 


their own wiſh to find ſuch a fact. Alſo they 


have been generally of ſuch a character, that even 
Heathen would early diſcover their impiety, and 


* 


hide from them their ſacred myſteries. The 


1 1 number, of thoſe who have denied the 


Rtneſß of appropriate ſeaſons for divine worſhip, 
wilt be found among apoſtates from chriſtianity. 


*Theſe perſons, having long finned againſt great 
light, in many "inſtances, appear to be given 


» 


up to ſtronp deluſion. Their reſiſtance to reveal- 


*. "ed light, has ended in the ſtupefaction of natural 


conſcience, To that reaſon remonſtrates no longer 


F againſt the rebellion of 2 wicked heart. Y This is 


the natural conſequence of long continued fin 
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againſt clear light. Thoſe, who are conſcious, 
they have been thus doing, ought to ſuſpe& their. 
own judgment ; for they are making their minds 
dark, and it 1s not improbable that Gop may. 
give them up to believe a lie. 

THe account of the patriarchal ages, given by 
Moſes, i is conciſe, and only ſuch events are recor- 
ded, as were abſolutely neceſſary to teach the hu- 
man character, and juſtify the ſucceeding events 
of divine government. It appears that divine 
knowledge, was given occaſionally by ſpecial rev 
elations, to particular perſons and families, who 
did not wiſh to forget Gop and plunge into deep 
idolatry. Whatever, of thoſe early ages, was ne- 
ceſſary for our preſent inſtruction, may doubtleſs 
be found recorded in the ſcriptures. We ny 
there hath been a church from the beginning, in 
which the true Goo hath been worſhipped... We 


Save reaſon to ſuppoſe, that in the church a ſew . 


enth part of time was acknowledged and obſer- 
ved as ſacred; and that there hath always been 
a remnant, who reſted and ſanctiflied the Sabbath 
of the Lord according to his own example. 

Wren the Moſaic diſpenſation was given the 
Jaw of the Sabbath was renewed. It was intro- 
duced as one of the ten commandments, which 
are a ſummary of the duties due to God and man. 
In the Moſaic revelation, we find the moſt poſi- 
tive laws appointing the day, the manner of obſer- 
vation, the duties of a religious worſhip to be per- 
formed, and penalties on the diſobedient. - Go 
calls the Sabbath his covenant with the people of 
Ifrael. Wherefore the children of Iſrael ſhall ſhall keep 5 
the Sabbath, to obſerve the Sabbath throughout 75 3 
generations, fer a perpetual covenant. . 


betꝛocen me and the e -ael forever. A 3 


ſuch importance did God eſteem the keeping of 
a Sabbath, that his viſible appearance for them, 


their covenant Gov, depended upon thei 
3 to this inſtitution. 


Ix all the ſucceeding prophets, profaning the 
Sabbath is mentioned as a fin, which directly ex- 
poſed them to the moſt deſolating judgments of 
zeaven z and when they kept the Sabbath of the 
Lord, we find him remarkably appearing for them 
in the hour of peril. In the ſequel of this dif 
courſe, we ſhall ſee the connexion between a 
holy keeping of the Sabbath, and a performance 
of other religious duty; ſo that a people or pers 
fon profaning this inſtitution, againſt their own 
Knowledge, cannot be ſuppoſed holy. This ac- 
counts for the ſtrict ds Gov hath placed over 
the Sabbath; for his promiſes to a faithful per- 
formance of it; and his threatened judgments 
againſt· its profanation. From thoroughly ex: 
amining this ſubject, we ſhall find a connexion 
between a holy keeping of Gop's day, and all 
the bleſſings men need. The bleſſings of this 
world, as xt” as of another. The dieflings of 
rder—civil regularity and good government 
y . of knowledge a- 
mong the people —perſonal piety—and eternal 
life. None of theſe can be had, but through an 
obſervance of Gop's holy day. The loſs of civil 
and ſocial good and of the dom of heaven 
Is the penalty for diſobedience. If men forget 
© their everlaſting good, they ought not to — 
and neglect the Sabbath, ſo long as they with 
for {ocial peace and juſtice in this world. This 
view of the ſubject, juſtifies the wiſdom and good - 
"neſs of Sone the multitude of . 
progfs, chreatenings, and promiſes recorded in 
word. It alſo juſtifies his puniſhment of his 
Church by enemies and other external judgments 
r their neglect of the Sabbath. It was better 


fo | his peol le they ſhould be brought back to 


Serm. XX. 


conſideration by an c — thin "fuſe 
fered to go on in a neglett of divine worltip; 
which muſt end in the utter extinction of that 
moral ſentiment, by which alone there can be 
peace in families and juſtice in civil ſociety. * . 
 Unvex the chriſtian diſpenſation, the law of 4 
Sabbath is continued in its full force. Although 
there be a change of time, from the ſeventh to 
the firſt day of the week, in commemoration of 
Cunlsr's reſurrection; a ſeventh part of time is 
reſerved as ſacred to the worſhip of Gop. The 
fame general reaſons for keeping a Sabbath, whi 
have been from the beginniug do ſtill continue. 
There is not an intimation of the Jaw or duty be- 
ing repealed. It was a precept of the nord 
law, which is of everlaſting obligation. | 
have the example of CHRIST and his apoſtles : 
for keeping holy time. And there are a multi- 
tude of precepts, enjoining holineſs, chriſtia 
duty, the worſhip of Go, the rights and manner 
of inſtruction and worſhip, which teach chriſtians 
the obſervance of a Sabbath, plainly as could be 
expreſſed by a repetition of the OI inſtitu. 


Al rHo' reaſon can determi the propriety * 
worſhipping Gop on ſtated. ſeaſons; it doth not 
appear that the exact proportion of time to be 
thus conſecrated could be known by us without 
a revelation, If this were left to human deci 
ion, there would be great diverſigg of ſentim 
among thoſe, who are well ted to divin 
honor; and thoſe who diſlike his ſervice, wouk d 
ſoon fall into a total neglect of the duty. Infi- 
nite wiſdom, looking on the natural and moral 
Rate, condition and wants of men, is able to 
point out the proportion of time, that ought *0 
be conſecrated as a Sabbath. Experience has 


confirmed the wiſdom of the proportion, and 
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hows that! it does not interfere with a rp 
Toe the wants of the body, and is alſo ſufficient 
for a moſt happy effect in preſent ſociety and in 


| Preparing pur minds for the world to come. 


As it is proper, that the proportion of Sabbat. 
ical time ſhould be determined by Gop; ſo it is, 
alſo, that the particular day or time ſhould be ap- 
E by his high authority. If the particu- 
time were not appointed ungrateful men 
would defraud Gop of his right; and by en- 
deavouring to accommodate ſacred time to their 
ſecular purpoſes, all ſocial union in the worſhip of 
Gop would be fruſtrated. 
Ox of the great benefits of an inſtituted Sab- 


| bath i is, that it ſecures ſocial worſhip. The na- 
ture of men is ſocial. Moral obligation and the 


laws of religion are ſocial. The human mind is 
powerfully affected by a ſocial union, in adoring 


And praiſing Gop—in ſeeking inſtruction of our 


duty—and offering up our prayers. Both ſocial 
and ſolitary worſhip, are in their place abſolutely 
neceſſary for a life of religion; and it may juſtly 
be queſtioned, whether any perſon who entirely 
neglects one, ever performs the other with any 
conſiderable propriety. If the ſanctuary be de- 
ſerted; there will be a loſs of thoſe holy ſocial 
affections i in the ſoul, which give warmth and fer- 


vency in the cloſet. If the cloſet be deſerted, ſo- 


cial worſhip will degenerate into formality or pa- 
geantry, and there will not be that ſolemn ſenſe 
of Gop and our own wants, which is beſt gain- 


ed in retirement, where external enticements are 


removed, and we feel ourſelves alone with a great 
and holy Gop.. There is a wonderful harmony 


| * divine inſtitutions, and the natural prin- 
ciples on which the human mind is conſtructed, 


Is and acts. This conſideration alone, if it 


were thoroughly ſearched might 80 far to con- 


are attentiye to do. 


Sem. XI. =: the Sabbath 359 
TO | : : „ . 


vince an infidel. The harmony of natural and _ 
moral law, ſhows the divine author and proves 
moral obligation on men. There cannot be in 
our minds, a due feeling of the holy and ſocial 
obligations of religion, without ſocial worſhip 3 
and there cannot be any ſtated ſocial worſhip * 
without a Sabbath. _ TTV 
A MULTITUDE of perſons, in the chriſtian 
world, who neglect public ſocial worſhip of Gop, 
do hereby fully prove themſelves to be deſtitute 
of piety. Want of health and opportunity may 
be accepted as an excuſe ; but after theſe, there 
remains no excuſe. If they ſay, they can wor- 
ſhip alone—that they are the beſt judges of their 
own wants—can beſt call on Gop for themſelves; 
all theſe are no excuſe. Even allowing all this, 
{till they ought not to neglect ſocial worſhip 
God is the beſt judge, and can tell what he will 
accept, and how and where he will give the aid 
bf his Spirit. If religion conſiſts in ſocial affec= 
tions, it is impoſſible that worſhip ſhould be al- 
ways beſt performed alone. It is obſtinacy a- 
gainſt infinite wiſdom to contend in this point, 
and preſumption to think we are the beſt judges 
after God hath expreſſed his precept. If men 
neglect apparent commands, although they may 
think themſelves ſcrupulouſly attentive to duty: 1 
many other things; they have ſtill no reaſon to 
expect a divine bleſſing on the things which they 


* 


Ar rx all, there is from experience, little reas 


fon to credit the ſincerity of thoſe, who ſay they 


are the beſt judges of their own wants, and of the 


manner and time of worſhipping God. There 
is great reaſon to fear it is merely an'excuſe for 
neglecting a known duty; and that they have 
become ſo hardened, as to pretend a ſerious des 
fence for the neglec of Gop's command. Wedg 
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not find thoſe who neglect public ſocial worſhip, 


_ attentive. to duty either in the family or cloſet. 
They do not appear to have that ſolemnity, that 
ſenſe of a preſent Gon and of their own wants, 


which accompany much private devotion. Ei- 


ther ſtupidity and thoughtleſſneſs of - Gop, or 


great impiety are marked in their whole appear- 
ance. If Gop were to ſet eternity before ſuch 
minds, in the manner it may appear to them at 
death, and will certainly open to them when they 
enter it; it would entirely ſilence the excuſe that 
they beſt knew their own wants, and the proper 
manger and time of worſhipping Gov. 88 


Arx theſe general remarks on the ſubject, 


I ſhall attempt the following things. 


I. Inquirz how the Sabbath is to be ſanc- 
"tied. | NS . e 


* 


II. To deſcribe the worldly benefits, which re- 


ſult from a faithful obſervance of the inſtitution, 


Il. To deſcribe its happy influence in prepar- 


ing us for the world to come. 


I. I am to inquire how the Sabbath is to be 


ſanctified. 
Tux words holy and holineſs, when applied to 


Unefs-is our whole duty, reſulting from the char- 
aGer of all the moral agents with whom we are 
connected, and from our relation to them. It is 
our preparation for heavenly bleſſedneſs, and 


the evidence of our forgiveneſs by the free grace 
of Gop through Jesvs Chxisr. The holineſs 


minds, mean a conformity to Gob and his law. 
It is the temper, affections and practice which 
conſtitute moral and evangelical obedience. Ho- 


| 
*x 3 2 n 
— 


of incelligene. minds, muſt” vhireſore confilt in 
voluntary exerciſe of the heart, and a corref: 
pondent practice in our treatment of Gap, and 


our brethren oF; every de! in the rational wut, 


verſe. 


—to times—to places to offices - and to many 
things which can neither exerciſe volition nor 
underſtand. Thus the houſe of God, his Sab- 
bath, and all the things employed in his worſhip 


are called holy. Whatever is ſpecially devoted . 


to a ſacred uſe, is in this ſenſe holy unto the 


Lord, and a milapplication Is confidered by Gop 
as a grievous fin. Po 


$ 8 


REMEMBER the Sabbath do to heep it * by 5 


this precept the word holy is to be underſtood in 
both the aforementioned ſenſes. The time of 


the whole day is to be made ſacred to the ſervice. 


of God in worſhipping him. No other uſe of it, 
either in labor, or amuſement, or the promotion 


of ſecular concerns, or in thinking of the inter- 


eſts and pleaſures of the world, is to be admitted. 
This is making the day holy, in ſuch a feriſe, as 


inanimate eel: admit the e of the 
word. 


| "Ty 1% boly—This d cation of hs day i is 
to be done with a holy heart. We are to make 


a holy uſe of it, from holy. motives,” The Lord 
„ locketh on the heart—he ſees our motives and i in 
tentions in all our viſible ſervice, and if it come 
from an evil motive, it is not accepted by him as 


true worſhip.—In the firſt N of Laiak's 


prophecy, there is a very folemn"expoſtulation | 
with his people, on this ſübject, which Malt ought = 


to 8 with FEM ſclf-examination. To what 2 


Holixxss i is alſo aſcribed to objects an 
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2. 2 Sond ETC K 7 Serm. XX 
"Ay. . "Nas a 
poſe is the multitude if your ſacrifices unto me? ſaith 
the Lord. I am full of the burnt. Aft ring of rams, 
fat of fed beafts, and I delight not in the 
blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or c he goats. When 
ye come to appeur before me, who hath required this at 
Jour hands, to tread my courts. > That is, with the 


temper and the heart from which you perform 


your ſervices.—T he calling of your aſſemblies I can- 
not away with ; it is iniquity even the ſolemn moetin 
Tour new moons, and your appointed feaſts my ſoul 2 


eth: they are a trouble unto me 1 am weary to bear 


them. And when you ſpread forth your hands, I 


will hide mine eyes from ou; when ye make many 


pravers Twill not hear : your hands arc full of blood. 
Wajh ye, make you clean, put away the evil. 
doings fram before mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn'ta 
do well.—-Here was an inſtance, in Which the day 
of Gop was vilibly made facred to religious uſes, 
but they did not keep it in a holy manner. Al- 


though the external ſervice was according to prev 


ſeription, it was vitiated by a formal, thoughtleſs 
and unholy heart. The prophet Ezekiel deſ- 

cribes the ſame character. They come unto thee at 
and they 


hear thy words 25 will not do 2 


 evith their mouth they ſhew much love, but their 2 


goeth after their 90 he proper ſervices, 
which the time is made ſacred, will be preſent-' 
ly: c8nfidered ; but whatever they be, omniſcient 


holineſs ſeeth guilt in the whole, unleſs it be 


done with a Pure heart. A holy dedication” of 
external objects and of times can never come in 
the plade of an honeſty a worſhipping heart. 
The helineſs of times and places 1 is made to ald 


the holineſs of our hearts; and our hearts were 


not made, merely to ſay theſe external things are 
holy, and to go no further. Te Sabbath was 
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made 1255 . and ot man for the Sabbath f 8. 
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the people cometh, and they fit before thee as m 9 Peoples | 


2 


| 
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of your ; 


erm. XI. the . N . s 


great uſe of the day is to pralle l love 8585 
with the whole heart, —To underſtand his will 
and our own. duty moſt ſpiritually—to ſearch 
out his law—to ſeek. a conformity to his infinite 
holineſs—to grow in faith and en eee, 
to prepare ourſelves for an eternal Sabbath 
holy delight in beholding him. An inward ſanc- 
tification in all manner of godlineſs is, therefore, 
remembering the Sabbath day to Keep it holy. 
On this day we are to converſe directly with 
God and our own hearts, and deſire thoſe com- 
munications of the blefſed Spirit,” by which he 
cometh down into the hearts of his people, com- 
muning with them and ſetting. them apart for 
himſelf. We ſhould ſeek for ſuch an apprehens, 
ſion of God, preſent at all times, but eſpecially. 
preſent through his world on that day; as will 
make all ſurrounding objects appear to us as fol-. 
emn as they be peaceful and ſtill. through a ceſſa- 
tion of earthly labors, If our hearts be right this 
will be the ſolemnity of joy, and not of dtead; 
and we ſhall feel a holy reſt 1 in ming mw ſerve. | 
mg the Creator. ANT 

InDoLENCE is not he reſt e bor 5 
Sabbath. Heaven is a ſtate of reſt; but not of in- 
dolence. So ought the Sabbath to bea reſt; from 
thoſe ſlaviſh labors of human life to which we are 
condemned in juſtice, and which are alſo neceſſa- 
ry to preſerve us from the tyranny of our ĩ. 
appetites, that lead to ſin.—It is a reſt from con- 
cerning ourſelves about worldly. plans of ambi- 
tion and gain —a reſt from thinking of ſuehienti«} 
cing objects as have gained an undue aſcendene 
over our hearts through our paſt converſe with 


them. If heaven is to be a ſtate of reſt, the time 


bp den to it, may eminently be called the reſt 
9 men on earth. The man who calls him 
ſelf a chriſtian, and can loiter and ſleep ay. © 8 | 
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364 | Sanflification ff erm. XX. 
Sabbath of the Lord, when here are ſo many du - 
ties to be done which muſt be pleafing to a good 
Heath 3 is indeed in the ſleep of death eternal. 

Ix there be not a ſolemn ſenſe of eternal things 
in the mind, there is no reaſon to expect the 
Sabbath will be obſerved, in the manner which 
Gop requires; and fo as to ſecure final ſalvation. 
Among thoſe who profeſs to keep the Sabbath, 
do not many looſe all ſpiritual advantage from it: ? 
A. worldly eaſe is the thing they ſeek. The con- 
cerns of a never dying ſoul are forgotten. They 
do not reflect that they are ſinners, and need 
ſanctification and forgiveneſs; nor that reſt a | 
worldly concerns, implies the need of induſt 
the ſpiritual. They divide the day between 
accommodation to eaſe and to faſhion: A par- 
tial attendance in the ſanctuary is the religion of 
the day, and when this is finiſhed, converſation 
on the moſt vain and unintereſting ſubjects fin- 
iſhes the decorum. A week begun in ſuch con-. 
verſation, will probably be ended with very few 


thoughts of Gop. His providence will be for- 


gotten, and daily piety will be unknown. In a 


Sabbath thus ſpent there i is no advance towards 
1 heaven. 


Hz that hath an ear let him FOI The Sab. 


5 bath was given to us as a ſeaſon of preparation 
for another ſtate of being. Although infinite 
wiſdom ſaw it beſt to ſubject us to the labors of 


"the world, by which the greateſt part of our time 
mot be conſumed, he hath ſo conſtructed things, 
that every ſeventh day may be wholly devoted to 
ths intereſts of another world, without expoſing 
_ oufſelves to want in this. We are therefore ac- 
countable to Gop for this time. We ſhall all be 
called to account for the ſeaſon—to ſhow what 
©. InſtruQion we have gained—and what advance 


Seim. XX. be Sabbath. 355 
- Having mentioned the rib and holineſs of 2 
heart, which is neceſſary for remembering the Sab- . 
bath day to keep it holy; 1 will, SECONDLY, de- 5 
| ſcribe: the ſervices by which the ay is to be con- 
ſecrated to God and religion. 


I. TE public worſhip of Gon in his We pF 
__ PvusBLicſocial worſhip is as expreſsly command- 
| of by God, as the obſervance of a Sabbath. 
The meaning of the word convocation is, a com- 
ing together of the people. Concerning the Sab- 
bath Moſes commanded, Six days ſhall work be 
done but the ſeventh day is the Sabbath of reſt, an 
| boly convocation e ye ſhall, do no work therein : it is 
the Sabbath of the Lord, in all your dwellings. The 
Sabbath worſhip of the temple and ſynagogue 
was expreſsly apponted, and many promiſes given 
to the right performance, and many reproofs of 
neglect. Jxsus CHRIST taught publicly on the 35 
Sabbath. And 85 his. * was, he went into the 
 ſyna on the Sabbath day, and ſtood u or to 
im 3 ed he came down — Ca une of. 
Gallilee, and taught them on the Scar days. "We | 
find the apoſtles, and the church where they were, 
always afſembled on the firſt day of the week or 
chriſtian Sabbath. Chriſtians are exhorted. Nr 
forſaking the aſſembling of yourſelves together as the 
manner of ſome is. But exborting ene another, and 
Jo much the more, as ye ſee the day approaching. 
_ Theſe injunctions are repeated, not to convince 
ſerious people, who already know and are difpo- 
fed to comply with their. duty; ; but to warm ſuch 
as wiſh to think, that it is a matter left for eyery | 
man's diſcretionary determination, whether he | 
will negle& or join in the public worſhip of Gov. = 
Ihe command is poſitive and without any excep- :- 
tion. It is fit that thoſe, who receive mercies and 5 1.4 
meet afflictions 3 in common z who in 40 R—_ : 5 
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who need an affiſtance in duties which they muſt 
perform together, to unite in worſhip, in prayer, 
in praiſe,” in meditating and confeſſing their fin, 
in ſearching the word of Gop, and ſeeking the 
ſpirit and practice of brotherly love, Which is the 
evidence they belong to CHRIST. 

» ALTHo? the manner, the hour, and the order 
of particular ſervices, are left to the prudent de- 
termination of the church, and may be varied to 
accommodate them to the ſpecial events of prov- 
idence and the circumſtances of particular peo- 
ple; yet the general parts of public worſhip are 
fixed by ſcriptural precept and example. Prayer 
for temporal and fpiritual bleſſings—praile for 
mercies received and inſtruction concerning 
God and our own duty, are ſervices proper for 
all people, and have the . of divine ap- 

dintment. 

Tx ſocial nature 8 man is ſtrongly impreſſed. 
by the ſervices of the fanQtuary. The affections 
of the heart become communional. Brotherly 


love, Wich if true is the ſpirit of heaven, is in- 
ſenſibly diffuſed through the chriſtian afſembly. 


Here the pious mind, ſolemnized by the preſence _ 
of the great king of the church, and the rever- 
ence of his brethren, learns to adore, to obey, to 


praiſe, to feel a un providence, to realize 
the vanities of a ſinful world and the glorious 
communion” of ſaints in the world to come. 


Here piety towards Gop is quickened, and kind 
affe@ions to men are ſtrengthened. Here we re- 


- Joicewith thoſe who rejoice, and mourn with thoſe 


Who Hourn. Many of the duties of religion are 
ſocial and our fellowmen are the objects of them, 


and it is impoſſible we ſhould be quickened to the 


performance ſo powerfully, in any other way, * 
by . in the N= 75 our 2 aud Re. 5 


c 367 


Wx have the 3 of eminent ſaints. on ſa - 
ered record, and the teſtimony of chriſtians in ak 
ages, that the public ; worſhip of Gon was to them 

a ſeaſon of great ſpiritual improvement and de- 
light. David faith, Bleed is the man wham thou 
97 % and cauſeſt to approach unto thee : that he 
may duell in thy | courts : wwe ſhall be ſatisfied with 
the, goodneſs of thy houſe, even of thy holy. temple. 

. How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lind of hoſts 4. 

My foul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of 
the Lord: my heart and my fleſh crieth out far. the 

living Go. _ Bleſſed are Fig that dwell in thy houſe >: 
they will be till praiſing 0 The ardent love, 
and that ſpiritual improvement in the ſanctuary, 
which the Pfalmiſt expreſſed in theſe and in many 
other places, has been felt and teſtified by the 
people of God in all ages of the church. Al 
though the ſocial worſhip of this world is full of 
i, through the remaining fin, gf thoſe . 
who are moſt, ſanctified; it muſk rofl be a pleaſ- 
ure to thoſe, who are prepared by the beginning 
of a holy temper, for the ſocial and perfes 
ſhip of the heavenly world. 


elt N 
3. TI Sabbath i is a moſt 3 oppor 5 
nity for family worſhip and inſtrüction 20-26 5205 
Evxnv houſe ought to bes 2 temple. oy to 
God and the duties of religion; and every fame 
ily a little congregation for prayer and praiſe. 
It is impoſſible that the great body of mankind, - 
confidered either as a civil or religious commus-. 1 
nity, ſhould be well regulated, when families are 
a nurſery of dif order and impiety, All order be- 
gins in houſehold government, inſtruction and 
religion. It is the nature of fin to break ſociety; 
in pieces. No wiſdom below infinite, could ar- * 


range a ſtate-in neh ſinners wy have * | 
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gree of arder and peace. The infinite wiſdom of 
OD. is 9 5 1 in preſerving ſo much order 


| and. peace, as is experienced in this world, Where 


come into exiſtence under the power of ſinful 
rinciples. . The natural formation of families is 
2 principal. circumſtance i in this. arrangement of 
ite wiſdom. It i is in theſe, that order and 
diſorder, virtue and vice, happineſs and miſery 
begin. After we know the order, the govern- 


ment, the principles and practice of families, we 


Inay from this determine the character and pract- 
— the civil ſtate and of the church compoſed 
10 of them. When all reſtraint and all religious 
inſtruction are neglected in families, the next 
generation will come on the ſtage prepared to 
ruſh into all manner of licentiouſneſs. There 
Will be no well regulated civil government; and 
either the rod of deſpotiſm muſt govern, or the 
more dreadful horrors of anarchy, in which ev- 


FI man is a tyrant to his neighbours, 1 muſt be en. 


lured. There will be no chriſtian order no 
roth er tove—iio kind 1 of the 
temper 5 practice by which the people of God 
are prepared : for. their everlaſting A 
„Tut im ortance” of family government and 
"religion, as it. relates to ill well-being, hath 


never been ſufficiently confidered and eilen d. 


Men 855 in vain ſeek for a union of eee 
for im- 
"morality. 7 air I am at preſent called to confider 
Haile, and family religion, in another point of 
New, and as br and related to the han nk of 


41 


[hs places the young in a Broker ; and by the 


. laws of religion 1 gives Wa — to > gov- ; 


4 6 1 7 


reclaimed' ſenſualiſts and infidels, are generally 


ww 36 


ern and inſtruct. Thoſe who come vicious frank 
the ſchool of education, have little profpe& of 
being amended. The inſtances which we fee of 


from among thoſe, who have become debauche 


1 F. cip les and ractice, after another education 


— 


portance to the young. It is thus, conſcience. re. . 
_ ceives a quicknels it rarely looſes, A habit of 


never be forgotten. 


hay given them. And in ſuch. caſes, the 
early care of pious parents was doubtleſs re. 
membered by a gracious Gop. It is hard de- 
drops that tender conſcience which is formed 
by oe aſſiduous care of a religious education, 

apoſtate from firſt impreſſions, feels that they 
have a power over him through his whole life. 


He often reflects, I was not ſo She am now 


finning ; again the precepts of my pious inſtrac- 
tors; it ſometimes ſeems, as 18 h 1 heard 
them peak back from that awful world to which 


they are Ron. Family religion is of infinite im- 


reverence for divine things is form d Which can 


Tazsz remarks ſhow TY importarics ofa reli. 


gious obſervation of the Sabbath in families, - It 


is a moſt ſeaſonable time for family worſhip, and 
inſtruction in the principles of religion” and mo- 
rality, The family are convened—they are te- 
ſtrained from amuſement and labor—they can 
have no other lawful employment, but to ſerye 
Gop and ſeek their own Juty——thi world around 
them is ſtill, and every circumſtance fayorable to 
devotion. There needs only the pious diligence 
of a father, a maſter, al 
guide their devotions, to impreſs ſentimgents of 
== to ſhow them the connexion between 
their prefent obedience to God and their eternal 

| dlſfehno—to AK 4 enforce the doftrines 


2 


er in the family to 


J 


3709 — of. Serm. XX. 
of chriſtianity—and to inſtam conviction on the 
impreſſible young mind, againſt the deſtructive 
allurements and temptations of a finful world. 
Bor this is the buſineſs of the ſanctuary, faith 
the indolent and irreligious parent. 

Ił is allowed that all this ought to be attem t 
ed in tlie ſanctuary, and where it is not done 12 
miniſter of the ſanctuary 1 is in fault. But can it 
be expected the inſtructions of the ſanctuary will 

be of much avail, when they are not enforced in 
the family? It certainly cannot. The maſter of 
the family, ought to be a miniſter of religion f i 
his own houſe, and add his own inſtruction anc 
the weight of his authority to public inſtitutions. 
He oug FR to addreſs the feelings of his charge, 
and — them that he 8 in the reality and 
importance of religion. He ſhould adviſe, in- 
ſtruct, reprove, pra 7 apply truth to the va- 
rying conditions ' thoſe under his care. It is 
his buſineſs to Wilen the 1 to reclaim the 


V4 
— 
Dre 
- , „ «— 


tab. 

4 | | „to lead the inq Uiri Aer uide the whole 

4. a imo paths of duty ane es ; "Unleſs he doth 

= | this, he hath no fight to teem e a ſervant 
of the Lord in his houſe. 


Ir is often a matter of complaint, that {0 little ;. 
benefit comes from the public inſtruction of reli- 
1 The miniſters of the ſanctuary, if they. 

ave chriſtian humility, will own their impetfect. f 

ion. They muſt own, that they have great rea- 

ſon to be humbled before Gov, for not urging 1 

family religion and the duty of chriſtian parents 

will more energy than they do; but let parents 

and the maſters of families Teriouſly conſider, 

15 . the fault is not partly at their door. 1 
| public inſtruction be of much avail, when 
not dun by houſehold inſtruction? Did not 


G80 deſign, the inſtruction of tlie temple and of # 
the family to go together? Is wha not the bulineſs'/ 


Setm. XX. | he Seba. 1 
105. int n 1 bas Funn 

ol par rental authority to enforce a — 
440% Is it to be expected the prayer of the 
church will reach the houſehold, which are never 
called to pray for themſelves. The deſign of axis 
finite wiſdom, in his natural and preceptive inſti- 
ſtution of families, was to make them ſubſer ent 
to his church and the ſalvation of ſouls. If they 
negle& his Sabbath, they become nurſeries of 
impiety and deſtroy the ſouls on the young. 


" +081 181 15441 

Zdly. In lanctifying the Sabbath and keeping; 

It holy, the duties of ſelf- examination and ſecret 
Pray er ought not to be omitted. d aff 


2 JO} 


"HESE duties are required, of. e e on 
every day, and a pious life cannot be maintained 
without them. None, who neglect ſecret prayer, 
may expect the aids of the holy Spirit. None, 


Wan le& daily, e: tion, will be;preſeryed: 
in the 5 9 purity, humility and obe dishes 
of the goſpel. Daily union Vith Gong 
and increaſe of Faith, 5 


nd. holineſs, muſt 'be:pres; 
ſerved by the daily means, of, Prayer and rm 


nation. The Sabbath is: eminently adapted to. 


* 


theſe duties. No good wi -who (delights: I in 


knowing and conyerſing with Gop, and is bon- 
eſtly di poſed to know his defects in duty, and 
his tranſgreſſi ions of Gop's law, will omit theſe 


means. There is always employment enough 


for the cloſet. To examine the. ſincerity. of our 


family and public duties to lay open our hearts, 
our aims and motives before Gop to confeſs our 
ſins which are hidden from all the world, our 
coldneſs in duty, our want of love, and imper- 
. in every duty —to pray for the imma der * 
of his holy Spirit; theſe are ſufficient, _ 
ment for the Sabbath, in all the hours which, can 
be redeemed from the family and public ſervices! : 
of religion. In this union of holy duties the 
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Uo ought to ſpend the day of the Lord. 

Between his public, his family and his ſecret de- 
votion, he will find time little 5 | to Re 
to the fervice of Go. 


1 1 


10 e this fandiiieation of the Sabbath a 


multitude of objections may be raiſed ; for ob- 


ions are never _ when the heart 5 is dif. 
tified. : 


I will be ſaid, this is a ſervile and fatiguin g 
employment for the day. Whether it be ſo or 
not, depends on the ſtate of our hearts. If it be 
diſagreeable to think of Gop and of our duty, 
and if we be moved to it only by a fear of pun- 
iſhment, the employment marked out will be a 
wearineſs. The day conſecrated to Gop and 
our duty, muſt hang heavily on a mind which 
. can delight in nothing but worldlineſs and ſen- 

- fuality: There is no remedy for this diſagree- 
ment between holineſs and unholineſs—between 
ferving Gov and forgetting him between com- 
Tog nigh to him and going far from him. The 
fame objeCtion” may be made againſt the whole 
ſecheme and practiee of n ; yea, even 
the rewards of bleſſedneſs prepared for 
e people of God. This ought to convince all 
Fe perſons, that there is a great defect in the 
-e of their hearts, and that they need to be 
made anew, before they can ſerve the Lord ac- 
ither in this or the W to come. 
e of the 


Ir is allowed, that through 
0 frame, the mind may igued, by too 
„Big app Ap oplication to a 9 We = or ſervice. 
But even here, the infinite goodneſs of God hath ; 


3 700 fOvided againſt t the weakneſs of our frame an 


af minds, in that variety of ſervices, 57 
* we are to Tanflify and-keep ANON: holy. 


ON 


: fil the ſoul with a divine tranſport... 


ing in the family? With . — of 
the houſe communing in the worſhip of his g 


Bert XX. <a thath, - FE 


In the duties of the ſanctuary, the fathily. and the the 
cloſet there is a; grateful variety. Every. ſocial 
principle, every natural affection, and-every-laws- 
ful ſelf- regard are called in to make our duty 


light and eaſy, and to ſuſtain our minds under 


pious thoughtfulneſs. The ſame variety which 
hath been pointed out in this diſcourſe, would ſul- 
tain the mind in any other kind of applicati 
While in the houſe of Gop we are with the mul 
titude of our neighbours, friends and brethren. 
-The thought of preparing and going together to 
an everlaſting heaven of ſocial joys is. "A © 


7 CITT 


AND i is the ſcene leſs endeari leG in relt. 


viour? With the — * ef his years and of bis 


- earthly portion-——with- his offspring, for-whom 


| he would willingly ſpend:and be-ſpentinall her 
things—with the: domeſtics: who are committed 
to his care dy the alwife pravidenge of 

Theſe ſouls- are to exiſt forever. g He ig d 
guide to eternity. + Muſt, not the cheughi of i 
be intereſting to him and tene Her 
pleaſing to think, that cher. .endearments. 1 
F on right Prin: Apples, will bege 
Jo complete this animatin 8 ſolemnity, All. ma may 
unite and call on their e ee Tetire — 4 1 
place where an infinite. Gop condeſcends to met 
every humble ſoul, and communicates. 


Spirit te Joy whiah is unſpeal able. and. full of 


8 lory. bool 2 7] 
Aer, b. after. viewing theſe circu 87 any 

complain, that this ſanQification of the Sabbath, | 
is a ſervile and fatiguing employment, wh ; 
we think of their hearts? What can we think of 

their chriſtian profeſſion, if they ever have made 
one t It vonld be hard to think all en 
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Benefits of the Sabbath. 


EXODUS XX. 8. 


rasse the Sabbath day ts hep it holy 


N A y 3 — Micoud Eben cheſe onda the fol- 
lowing ge were {OPIN 


I. Axi inquiry how the Sabbath i is to "be ane. 
tified. 7 | 


U. To deſcribe the ds benefits, which: re- 
ſult from a faithful obſervance of the inſtitution. | 


III. To e its happy influence in prepar- 
ing us for the world to come. 


| Tus firſt of theſe has been hs dined. 

IAM next to deſcribe the worldly benefits, 
- which reſult from a faithful obſervance of the. | 
Sabbath _ 


* Many appear to have an apprehenſion, chat re- 
Is nz deligned. ___ for the 3 


7 


"2 


11 
2 


= + 2 
ww * * 


* 9 4 * * K 2 4 - 8 
A N 22 22 Y 2222 * das — a 3 2 — 2 
= 4 „„ „ _ „ . > we 2 * by of — "Y * 2 
3 „ — Wee e 2 3 * 7” s 
RE l - — * 0 — Ou IN 
- 45 " 2 ä * 2 Gt Boy W * 2 
= K * 3 = Pe > 
+ k T1. IK renne * 2 


r 


- 3 
e 


396 - Benefits of Serm. XXI. 
of another world. That if n have it af he 
time of death, the whole which religion can giv 
will el. Such an idea em an utter 

experimental ignorance what religion is. True 
religion is the moſt perfect bleſſedneſs of rational 
beings, in every poſlible ſtate of exiſtence; in 
this world, at death and through eternity. By 
the preſent comforts of religion, a pious mind 
obtains the higheſt conviction, that it is impoſſi- 
ble there ſhould be a ſtate of perfect bleſſedneſs, 
without a holy temper and practice. Take a 
perſon who hath experienced both the pleatares 
of ſinning and the happineſs and benefits of reli- 
gion—tell him that the heavenly ſtate is perfectly 
happy; and without any other deſcription he 
will know that it is a ſtate of perfect holineſs. 
Having experienced both kinds of happineſs, he 
will have an pnſhaken conviction which is the 
perfect one which raiſes our minds to the głeat- 
eſt dignity they can ever poſſeſs and crowns the 
creature with an enduring glory. If this 

be the fruit of a holy heart; it duft be, alſo, of 
thoſe inſtitutions, which are deſigned to. promote 
© holineſs and a ſenſe of moral obligation. If 
there were no eternity of conſcious exiſtence to 
ſucceed the preſent life, the Sabbath, would be a 
moſt excellent inſtitution to promote happineſs i in 
the family, in the e tage, and in the civil 
ſtate. Although it cannot be ſuppoſed, that thoſe 
wha keep the Sabbath, only for worldly. purpoſes, 
are pious people and obey the command, 10 re- 
— the Sabbath day to keep it bah, in its high 

Intention ; there are advantage FIRES, their do» 
ing thus, which ought not to Yo loſt, It pre- 
ſerves preſent ſociety in a ſtate moſt favorable to 
human happineſs, and it keeps finners from being 
ſo hardened in the ways of an unholy heart and 


| % "Be ay'they * to become by a neglect. 


Serm. XXL the Sabbath. 377 

— 
A w. 2 policy for the family and for the ciyil 
Rate, will anxiouſly preſerve the Sabbath. The 
fame reaſons which make. family ſubordination 
and civil government neceſſary in the world, do 
alſo juſtify a Sabbath and call on every friend of 
civil nd family order to maintain it by his whole 
influence, We hence find that infidels, diſor- 
ganizers of the civil and religious ſtate, the ene- 
mies of government in its ſubſtantial forms, and 
thoſe who wiſh to triumph over ' humanity and 
juſtice in their actions, have in every age gather- 
ed in array againſt the chriſtian Sabbath, and en- 
deavoured to change it from a ſeaſon holy unto 
the Lord, into a carnival of Iicentiouſneſs and 
ſenſuality. This is manifeſt from that awful 
league againſt chriſtianity, which has been formed 
in the preſent century, and has by ſecret art and 
the practice of intrigue been carried to a more 
dangerous length, than any thing of the kind ſince 
the chriſtian, xra, Theſe 6x. ſpread clandeſ- 
tinely through the limits of Chriſtendom, have 
made their grand affault againſt the chriſtian 
Sabbath and the purity of family obligation. By 
the means uſed to effectuate the deep malignity of 
their hearts againſt religion, they have diſcovered 
a great knowledge of corrupt human nature, how 
it is reſtrained and how it is let looſe to all man- 
ner of crimes, Hell itſelf deſpairs of makin 
the world an Aceldama, of breaking down all 
order and juſtice, and baniſhing the religion of 
 CrtrisT, While the family is preſerved pure, and 
the Sabbath holy unto the Lord. 

- Ie there be any who wiſh to reje& vital reli- 
gion, yet {till mean to be on the ſide of worldly 
order; let theſe perſons know that they cannot 
have the worldly order they wiſh without 4m | 
Wd ok ads to the inſtitutions of the ST Os 
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1 RG inſolenc they are leſs; Zo 


n fee the 3 of 2 own. 8 of ox 
der and happinels... Let Hem, behold and trema 
ble before the dignity of chriſtian inſtitutions, 
Let them at lengtk be ſenſible, that by their di] 
taſte ro the ſpirituality of goſpel doctrines and, 
practice ; they have been aiding an enemy, w 


attempts to deſtroy the family and civil order they; 


with to preſerve. | Let them join in ſanctifying 
thoſe inſtitutions of heaven, by which alone, the 
ſocial ſtate of man can be preſerved. and made 


ſtron . againſt the raging luſts of an apoſtate 


Some of the many benefits which ac- 
= to ſociety from the obſervance ofa Sabbath, 
Iwill mention. ger 
4 IT uma 95. e paſſions of 1 men, and lear 18 

em to reſpect the rights and the happineſs of. 


A, TRANS] NT. acquaintance, with thoſe dil 
I in, chriſt gn lands, where the public worſ 


God is ected, will give full conviction of 
bis Guth. WY weed canoe. $2 —4 


ut obſerving an unſocial ſpir 17 
151 5 | the 


© diſcover, Sitter a jealous d. 
wee rl 
courteous—leſs feeling to the rights © humanity: 
d much leſs ſenſible of that moral obli ligatioN,. . 
which unites men as Nane and children of the. 
Se the divine f a 


" 5 ot einn? 


> THERE is A reff l 3 the rati nal nature: 
man, whether &. be high or low, rich « or poor, 

in power or in weaknefs. There! Is [Baa evident. 

want of 1 — N Gap is not a Que ang: 


Seht. XXE 


will Come to of grear het pon Us take; 
between men of different Spree f 
ent ſtatèe in point of opulence and: 
im the fame walk of lite, where little opp 
tereſts happen to Ariſe. 3 uch mean eig 
bourhood which ought to 58 like a famil * A mile 
more extended, is en divided in cumity Hand 
_ their very proximity becomes a curſe. 247 IE, 
**Proprerovs is the influence of a! public Sab⸗ Sub. 
bath to leſſen br extinguiſh theſe. evils.” The 
whole people of every claſs, rank and condi 
in life, are ſolemnly called together.” Their pal: 
fions are huſhed by the ſacredneſs of the day 
Their enmities, unleſs exceedingly bitter, are 2157 
a moment abated.— They come together in a 
conſiderate frame, and there is an” op 
en for reaſon to ſpeak and Wbt to telt 
V. They are called to believe that Gop; their 
reat; good and venerable Creator is wittl thew. 


prayer "and, mediation cher feel theehſely&s 
tranſported” before Hin. Eternity & 


ending rewards is opened to theft 
have a new view of « 516 1185 Wofld 


0 5 2 105 oer k 
hand Evo, and in the preſence” of. A 905 
EEE 8 ns human diſtinctions of great 
and ltt e/rich/atid poor, they feel themſelves ac- 
countable ton a holy law, aud that they muſt be 
judged ani ded for all the actions done in 
the body. Theſe who govern remember that! 
they are in the place of Gop,” to execute phe 
in the world, and that there'i 18 4 à Hurt of review 
Where their adminiſt Il be judged by che 
Bord. Thoſe, who are Ader e 
bet the powers which be, are ordained of G 
and that ches e ts" their as Ty i: 
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Benefits of m. 6 


obedience to him. The rich are reminded they 
ſhall fade in their ways, and that their earthly 
diſtinctions cannot ſanctify pride or crimes. The 
poor are taught to be patient, reſigned to the 
Providence of Gop, to ſee the wiſdom of his dif- 
erent diſpenſation, and exharted to lay up for 
themſelves treaſures in heaven. All are called to 
brotherly love, condeſcenfion, humility, and 
obedience to the faith of CHRIST. All are 
called to think of death, judgment and eternity. 
The exhibition is inſtructive; it is impreſſive. 
It humbles pride —it leſſens the objects of the 
world, thus deſtroying the cauſes of enmity and 
jealouſy —it conſoles the weak, the deſponding, 


and the oppreſſed it makes all conſiderate in the 


fear of Gop—and while every one in a con- 


Iciouſneſs of his own ſin feels humbled before 


Gop and man, his ſenſe of a moral obligation to 
the duties of a holy and chriſtian life, and to 
treat others as he can reaſonably deſire to be 


| | no by them, is greatly increaſed. 


Ir muſt betray great ignorance of human na- 
- wire, to deny that this humanizes the paſſions of 
men, and learns them to reſpect the rights and 
happineſs of others. If the public worſhip of 
God, brings into their ſight, his character and 
their relation to him; dependence on him; and 
-accountableneſs to his judgment, it muſt produce 


the happy effects which have been mentioned. 


Mens bad treatment of each other, is carried to 
the greateſt height, when the glory of their com- 
mon Creator and Judge is forgotten. They 
cannot ſee him and his relation to the human 
ſtate, without ſome feeling of an obligation to 
juſtioe and benevolence towards the members of 
his family. The impreſſion on the public mind 
and on public manners, by the weekly celebra- 
tion of à Sabbath, b e in- 


Seim. XXT. the Sabbelh. 


— 


Autution, i is greater than would be conceived, if 
not taught by experience. Its effects ſpread 
through human life they are ſeen in all orders 
and conditions of men — in all inſtitutions, rela- 
tions, and duties of human life. It is thus the 
public opinion of right is formed it is thus that 
civilization and humanity are brought to the 
higheſt pitch in all chriſtianized ſtates. The 
moſt bitter enemies of the doctrines of CH RIO 
have allowed the fact. They have allowed the 
chriſtian morality to be the moſt excellent in the 
world, and the beſt adapted to make ſociety hap- 
py; and after granting this, if they were wile, 
they would allow the doQtrines and inſtitutions 
which preſerve this morality and actually —_— 

it on the mind, to be alſo moſt excellent. 
Have remarked on the influence of a Sab- 


b bach to humanize the paſſions and prepare men 


for ſociety generally, in whatever lawful: form it 
exiſts; I will exemplify this in two mn 
"Op family and the civil ſtate. 


\ Tux advantages of a Sabbath fot family reli. 
W and the opportunity it gives to the father 
and maſter of the family to do his duty, as the 

miniſter of Gon in his own houſe, have been al. 
ready mentioned; to which I may add, that pub- 
lic ee gives great aſſiſtance in family govern- 
ment. As there cannot, in any place, be publie 
. without family government; ſo neither is 
it probable their wilt be a pious family govern- 
ment, without attendance on the public worſhip 
of Gop. This is a great means of keeping alive 
in the maſter of the houſehold; a ſenſe of his own 
obligation. By his public worſſüp he is prepar- 
eld for his family duty feels an obligation from 
Go upon him —and comes from the 
warmed with a ſpirit of devotion, which will en- 
liven the endearing: ſcene of * inſtruction 
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and, worſhip. / Thus One i&Hioſei under Nen 
are prepared to profit by his inſtruction. 2 
are taught the duty of family obedience and tre 

erence, and their minds are prepared to receive 
more minute inſtruction and a; applica- 
tion of the truths, which have been taught more 
generally in the ſanctuary. Experiende dich 
cannot be contradicted, proves the powerful eff. 
cacy of ſanctifying the Sabbath, to preſerve order: 
juſtice, love and government in the family and 
neighbourhood. Although there may be eivility 
and polite attention, between families where Go 
is not worſhipped and his Sabbath kept, it is not 
difficult, through the outward ſhow, to diſcover 
a very doubtful ſincerity and a want of deep, 
heart · governing ſenſibility. It is the latter which 
abides in the heart under trials and croſſes, and 


makes men friends when we need a friend. HoW 


ſtrongly this is illuſtrated in ſcenes of family trial,“ 


ſiekneſs and death which are conſtantiy happen“ 


ing. Let one be laid on the bed of danger, from 
among the faſhionable deſpiſers of religion and- 
of Gop's Sabbath. Where are the irreligious 


friends, whoſe amity was ſo tender in the day of 


eale-—who:fawned- eee each other with pro- 
feſlions of - infinite friendſhip; and-moſt exquiſite 
ſenſibilities - of heart? They are all loca they: 
friendſhip i is forgotten. The faſhionable; irreli- 
gious ſick one muſt look another way for help. 
Another kind of people are around the bed of 
groans and death. The plain, the ſerious, the 
praying people who kept the Sabbath ef the Lord 
in his Janctuary and in their families, are now the 
the ones who appear to have ſenſibility, and who 
dare: expoſe themſelves to aid a dying fellow 
mortal. I. They have ſought the Lord to give them 
ſuch a temper, and they now find it. They can 
ſpend their ſleepleſs nights in kind attendanee an” 


—— | the . 22 


pryer:around-the-death bed Ahoeſeg ne lnely. 
led them for their religious fear of GO 
yan pain themſelves to be like their divine 
"maſter: O religion of JI asus; how Sen in chy 
triumph lo-ankca-ſcene ey n Nun Kot 
n gu! d e il 30 £0 
i Ai80omicivitg 8 is one 5 ha greateſt; 
— — life. To this chriſtianity is fa- 
verable; and among all chriſtian inſtitutions, the 
Sabbath is moſt favorable. Deſpotic tyranny and 
the anarchy of a democratic mob are ' two" - 14 
tremes, placed at an equal diſtance from g | 
government and civil freedom. And hath NG 
Sabbath any connexion with theſe Arne Ves, 
very much. * 55 Din, ned ' 
Spez 18: its: connexion, chat it i is: impoſſible: in 
a great community, to have rational government 
and a true freedom reaching to the great body of 
a people, without a Sabbath, regarded in the or- 
dinances of public piety. General freedom muſt 
be founded in a general virtue of the people, and 
a pervading ſenſe of moral obligation? Theſe 
cannot be without religion, and religion cannot 
be without a Sabbath. Heathen experience hat 
been a thouſand times convinced, that men muſt 
regard another world or they. cannot be held to- 
ether in this, by free civil ties. Heathen ſtates; 
— political motives, uphold a falſe r religion, 
nich 8 know to be of their own invention; 
i while many in chriſtian ſtates, are ſo blind both” 
politically: and religiouſly, as to deny their aid to 
a religion which is divinely tru mme. 
IRERxR are, in this world of — and fin, xt 
but two, Ways of maintaining government: * By. K 
deſpotic power, and by moral information diffu- 
ſed, among the great 2 of people. Deſpotic 5 
| — is one of the plagues 1 an iN 
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384 Bongfits of Ser, XXI. 
on which freedom and order depend, cannot be 
diffuſed among a people without a Sabbath. E. 
ven under the rod of deſpotiſm, if the tyrant can 
be brought to keep and maintain a Sabbath a- 
mong his people, it is an alleviation of their 
wretchedneſs. It fo ſtings the conſcience of op- 
preſſors and reminds them of their own account. 
ability, that they ſometimes think what they do. 
Though all ſingle tyrants hate a Sabbath, they 
ſometimes maintain it to deceive men through an 
appearance of piety. The tyranny of the demo- 
cratic multitude always endeavours wholly to ex- 
ptinge the Sabbath of Gop. It can anſwer no 
deſired end in that moſt awful-ſtate of ſociety. - 

- - In a government of order, of juſtice, and of 
freedom the chriſtian Sabbath is a moſt eſſential 
ptHar. By meditating on the adorable rights of 
JzHovan,and the ſacred obligations of moral love- 
and juſtice, they learn their own rights in rela- 

tion to each other—they become acquainted 
with the firſt principles of happineſs—they learn 
ſubordination to Gop which makes other ſubor- 
dination eaſy—they are quickened in the ſocial 
virtues which ſweeten the connections of civil in- 
tercourſe—they are taught obligation and broth- 

_ erhood, rights to be granted to others and to be 
enjoyed by themſelves. In effecting this, the 
obſervation of a Sabbath hath great power. Fur- 
ther, the obſervation of a Sabbath hath great in- 
fluence, in promoting that ſpirit of inquiry, which 
ends in the attainment of all uſeful perm. of : 
Whatever diſſipates and repels "ignorance is fa- 
yorable to the . beſt intereſts of fociety. Give 

knowledge to the great body of any people, they 
will in the end gain poſſeſſion of the greateſt 
worldly bleſſings. The Sabbath begets inquiry 
concerning moral and religious ſubjects, and 
from theſe it is extended to every other. This 
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be the chfarmadion; which is n 


the beſt inſtitations, for the inſtruction of youth, 
are always found, where the Sabbath is moſt x 


ularly obſerved. Enough hath been ſaid ti "hl ; | 
the — influence of a Sabbath upon the. - 


ſociety of this world. All, who endeavour to 
ſubvert the inſtitution, are ading a part unfriend-. 


j to human peace. If their defi * N 22 
fected, the civilization on w they depend 


would ſoon become retrograde - crimes would 
abound confidence would be loſt—and men 


would gradually ſink back into that brutality, 


from which the world is in part emerged chrough 4 


the influence of chriſtianity. 


HirHERTO I have i worldly 1 : 
efits-which' reſult from the inſtitution and obſery-: - - 


ance of the chriſtian W now come as 


was propoſe, 


II. To deſcribe its * een in our * 6 


paration for the world to come. 


Is it be wile to ſeek: the. happanels of Wig: - - 


and if thoſe who do any thing eſſentially 2 pro- ” 


* 


mote it are juſtly eſteemed benefactors of man. 


kind; how much more vwiſe it is to ſeck the 


good of an eternal exiſtence. Men place a a high . 
value upon ſuch good inſtitutions, as in their ef. 
fects, terminate upon the preſent Nate of our ex 


iſtence. Laws are made to preſerve and protecx 
them, and the public will riſe; as one animated 
body, to repel: the means of their deſtruction. 
How much more ought they to be agreed, in 


maintaining the ſacredneſs of inſtitutions; whien 
are, if poſſible, more neceſſary for eternal than 
5 be for temporal happineſs. The Sabbath iss 
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the command of heaven. It is neceflary for the 
happineſs of earth, and more neceſlary for bring- 

ing us to the happineſs ef heaven. Although 

Gop may preſerve ſome individuals in the ſpirit 

and practice of chriſtian - piety, in places where 

the public inſtitutions of religion fall into diſ- 

general manner in which infinite wiſdom acts is 

by means publicly diffuſed. 8 
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1. Tux Sabbath is neceſſary, to preſerve in 
the world, a knowledge of the true Goo. 
> ALTHO? there be much natural evidence, and 
a fulneſs of revealed evidence for the being and 
perfections of -Gop ; there muſt be ſtated. times 
for men to attend to this evidence, to examine 
and meditate upon it, or they will remain igno- 
rant of this glorious truth. The heart ef man 
naturally goes from Gop. It does not ſeek to 
find him, unleſs. called by the diſpenſations of 
providence or by inſtitutions appropriated to the 
oObtamment of - ſacred knowledge. The world 
- pleaſes a ſinful heart. Its objects, its amuſe- 
ments, its cares, its occupying events are many, 
and follow each other in inceſſant ſucceſſion.— 
Ibe more they have engroſſed any one, the more 
dlind his mind becomes to all ſpiritual conſidera- 
tions to the evidence of Gop HEAD, of his holy 
character, and the need of a holy conſecration. to 
his- glory. As there is a prediſpoſition to ſeek 
the creatures, Gop will not be ſought without 
inſtituted times, in which men are debarred from 
other employments, and have means calculated 
to aſſiſt them in this. For theſe reaſons a Sab- 
bath becomes neceſſary to preſerve in the world 
- a knowledge of the true Gop. It is moſt fitly 
ealled the Lozp's-Dax and the SaBBATH of the 
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Lonp, r without this means; it would ſoon 
come, that he would not be publicly diſtinguiſſu 
ed from the idolsof the heathen, nor known as the 
Jrrovar of the whole earth. This is an app 
ed opportunity for conſidering the evidence of kis | 
being, his rectitude and wiſdom, his providence, 
and our dependance on his will. It is poſſible, 
that without this public call, a few individuals 
might devote themſelves to ſuch inquiries, .but it 
would not be done by the body of the people; 
whereby they would become inſtantly expoſed to 
the luſt of a deſigning few. 80 far as they did 
or believed any thing, they would implicitly fol. 
low the Wale which has always been found 
to grow up in ſuch a ſtate of things, It is a hard 
thing to retain a true knowledge of the true God, 
in the world, where all come into exiſtence. with 
unholy hearts: There muſt be natural evidence 
- there muſt be revealed evidence there muſt 
de public and family inſtruttion there mult be 
a providence perpetually inſtructing men and 
there muſt be fixed and ſacred ſeaſons deveted to 
ſeeking the character and the preſence of Gon. 
A want of one, in theſe many means, breaks che 
divine fyſtem of inſtruction con him, 
and may make all the others beer zwail If 
men confidered the labor of infinite. wiſdom to 
bring himſelf into the knowledge of mankind, 
and how perfect the ſyſtem of inſtruction is, which 
de hath appointed, they would not dare omit a2 
| lin; le part of it. oh ie | 
ITIxnosx, who have chriſtian de * 
che oint influence of all appointed means, not 
contidlirinig the greatneſs of their advantages, are 


ready to be furprized at heathen idolatry z,and 


ſometimes are ready to think their hearts to be 
naturally more wicked than their own, or they 
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388 * of. Serm. XXI. 
could not remain in ſo barbarous and ſtupid a 
ſtate. Before any come to ſuch a concluſion let 
them conſider the multitude of their own means; 

and eſpecially their Sabbaths, without which * 
would probably relapſe into a gradual idolatry, 
which in ſeveral ages would become of the deep 

eſt kind. This ſhows the powerful influence of 


a Sabbath, in our n for the world to 
come. : 


adh. For the fins which have juſt been 
mentioned, it appears that a Sabbath is neceſſary 
toattain, preferve and impreſs on the mind a 
knowledge of the holy ſcriptures. 

Go hath graciouſly taught us by his word. 
This word contains doctrines neceſſary for cg 
tion, which could be known in no other way; 
even the whole ſcheme of forgiveneſs and anQifi. 
cation through the blood of CHRIST. It is a ſup- 
poſition humiliating to.men, but evidenced by a 
natural inattention to their eternal concerns; 
that if they had been left without a Sabbath, few 
indeed would have been inſtructedby a revelation. 
The opportunity afforded by a Sabbath, for pub- 

lie inſtruction and for private reading and exam 
inatibn of their doctrines, is the principal means of 
teaching men their ſacred and all concerning con- 
tents. Let the Sabbath fall into diſuſe, and a 
knowledge of the chriſtian revelation will fall 
with ite Being immerſed in labor and in pleaſ- 
ure, if men were without a day which demands of 
them to inquire at the mouth of the Lord, his . 
word would fall into total * 


Zaly· Punt 1c iuſttuckion i in teligion, in che 5 
dates we owe to an and the N a our ac- 
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ceptance wich bi depends ane 0 on the ob 
ſervance of 'x Sabbath, :.-_.._-. 
ATTACHED as men are to their 7 Aner- 
eſts and pleafures, it muſt be conceded by every 
one, there would be no general attendance. on 
public inſtruction, if labor and amuſement. were 
not forbidden on the Sabbath.—Public' inſtruc- 
tion is an appointment of Gop. The inſtitution 
is moſt wiſe, though it muſt be executed by very 
ſinful and imperfe& men. It is allowed, that 
thoſe who are called to this duty, have reaſon-to 
lament their inſufficiency, and their great defects; 
and own that they are often guilty of unfaithful- 
neſs. Still God is pleaſed _ by the fooliſhneſs. of 
preaching to ſave ſome. FA] tho — — be great 
deficiency in the inſtructors, and many times, 
ſuch inattention in the hearers, as ſeems on firſt 
thinking of the ſubject, to preclude. all benefit; 
notwithſtanding this, there is a great effect. 
Even the moſt inattentive, who regularly meet in 
the houſe of Gop, obtain a general S0 
_ chriſtian doctrines and duties, They are led to 
ſome inquiry and examination for themſelves. If 
theſe perſons, with ſuch means of inſtruction have 


great remaining ignorance, what would their, ſtate. 


be without them? They would doubtleſs fink - 
into a ſtate of heatheniſm. If a knowlelge of the 
true God, if an acquaintance, with his word . 
the doctrines of grace and falyation, are of any 
advantage in preparing for another world; * 
the ſame advantage let us eſteem the holy ab- 

bath by which the inſtrution is communicated.,. 


4thly. A SABBATH is neceſſary to teach us 
our own ſpiritual wants. It is a py for ſelf ., 
examination, and applying truth to our own - 
; ſtate and caſe. All honeſt minds will own it is 


* 


1 . 


390 Beni of Serm. XXI. 
A difficult thing t to apply truth to their own con- 
dition, and that they teel a propenſity to delay. 
This propenſity is common to human nature, and 
when Felix faid, Go thy way for this time; when 
I have a convenient ſeaſon I "Silt call for thee, he 
gave a true picture of the feelings and conduct 
of mankind. While ſo many cares of the world 
are around us, are calling us, and we eſteem it 
lawful to attend to them; through a diſtaſte of 
our duty and an unwillingneſs to think our 
ſtate to be bad, we ſhall delay a thorough appli- 
 eation of truth to our own caſe. Men ſuppoſe 
the common labors of life to be lawful, and that 
time thus ſpent is lawfully employed; and if taey 
can find any employment, which is eſteemed 
lawful, they will poſtpone the humbling, and diſ- 
agreeable buſineſs: of ' ſearching out their own 
ſpiritual needs and guilt. A perſon muſt be 
very wilful in ſin, wholly to neglect this duty on 
the Sabbath; eſpecially if he receive a public 
monitiom undd call to do it, in the plain and ſol- 
emn manner it ought to be given. 
Ou Sabbaths were appointed b Gon both | 
to obtain religious knowledge, pac apply it to 
dur on caſe; and without them, we could ſink 
into a deep ſtupidity, becoming ignorant of our 
hearts and our need of a. gracious cleanſing. 
. Mens ignorance of their ſpiritual condition is one 
of the ſtrange effects of natural degeneracy. 
They often have a dectrinal conviction of truth, 
and know that it relates to themſelves and is of 
the greateſt importance; ſtill remaining, as far 
© from any perſonal application, as if the truth 
were entirely unknown. All this may continue 
to be the daſe, for a long time, without any con- 
ſciouſneſs of guilt or ſenſe of danger. They ap- 
1 to feel as if my thing vers * their 
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caſe ſafe and their corn bleſſedneſs N 
This ſhows the need of ſpecial means to eall our 


attention to a preſent ſenſe of truth and our duty. 


We firſt need means to inſtruct us; and then to 
refreſh our memories and impreſs the things 
which are known, on our hearts and conſciencet. 
If a man be certain his doctrinal knowledge will 
not be increaſed by the duties of the Sabbath; 
this is 'not a reaſon for him to neglett 1 them. 
The inftitution is of the Lord, and there is rea- 
ſon to hope he will bleſs his own appointment; 
and the day was alſo given to aſſiſt us, in the im- 
provement of truth which was before known 
to ſearch our hearts to underſtand our errors 


to confeſs our fins—and to apply all divine n ; 
to our own caſe. a; 


5thly. Be Ending the Lonp's- Dr to Fel 
it holy, all chriſtian graces are enlivened, and the 
people of Gop grow in preparation for their _- 
nal Sabbath of holineſs and glory. e 

THE work of divine grace and hotineſs.in ths 


heart is progreſſive. It hath pleaſed infinite wiſ- 


dom gradually to bri 


9* his children, as they are 
paſſing through time, towards the perfection of 


their chriſtian character and reward. All the 
reaſons of this diſpenſation cannot now be known; 
but in the end it will doubtleſs appear to be as 
. worthy of God, as all his other works are. In 
this progreſſive advance to the pure holineſs of 
eternal life, there is a great uſe of means, among 
which the Sabbath is a principal one. By this 
day and its duties, the influences of the world, 
which have been encroaching on the. affeRtions 
through the whole week, are ſhaken off—divine - 
truth is received—the preſence of Gop is made 
ſenſible— the glories of his holineſs are deen by a 
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new new ſtrength of faith—the inviſible things of a- 
nother world become real to the ſoul—the holy 
es of the heart become alive and fervent— 
the ſpirit of prayer is increaſed—and communion 
with Gop becomes moſt delightful. Theſe, to 
the chriſtian indeed, are the conſequences of faith- 
fully keeping the Sabbath. It is not ſtrange that 
he loves the day of the Lord, for he finds a di- 
vine energy from on high accompanying the in- 
ſtitution, and perceives himſelf drawing near, 
though in a ſlow and imperfect manner, to the 
perfection of a holy character, and the full bleſ- 
ſedneſs of ſeeing as he is ſeen and knowing as he 
is known. 1 
Heaven is a ſtate of WA holineſs—an e- 
ternal. Sabbath of conformity to Gop and enjoy- 
ment of his glory, by ſuch means of ſeeing, Know- 
ing and approaching him, as infinite wifdom 
knows to be the moſt perfect. While this holy 
day gives a moſt excellent advantage to the world- 


ly and unſanctified, of learning their danger and 


their remedy ; to the fincere and holy it is a pre- 
parative, a foretaſte of their everlaſting reward. If 
aur hearts be right, our weekly Sabbaths will be 
a foretaſte of heaven—theY-will be a quickening 
of the heavenly temper—and a practical anticip 
tion of heavenly peace. The aſcended Saviour, 
_ remembering the earthly members of his king- 
dom, and his own promiſe to be with them, 
will give thoſe influences of his holy ſpirit, by 
which they will find it a day of reſt indeed, and 
of preparation for their glorious and eternal reſt. 
Wx have proceeded far enough on this ſub- 
jeQ, to ſee the happy and powerful influence of a 
Sabbath, in our preparation for the world to 
come. It is a neceſſary means of retaining in 
the world, a nnowkige of the true Gop, whom | 


. 
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ve are to ſerve forever. It keeps in our knowl. 
edge the revelation of his will. It is neceſſary to 
give efficacy to the means of inſtruction. It teach- 
es us our ſin and our ſpiritual wants, and thus 
prepares us for the bleſſings of the goſpel. It 
matures that preparation for heaven, which js 
begun in the people of Gop by their ſpiritual 
ſanQification. 3 it is the neareſt reſeinblance 
to the heavenly lite, which i is admitted in chis 
ſtate of trial. 

Trosz who diſlike the ſpirituality & rien, 
cannot be pleaſed with the manner in which this 
ſubject hath been treated. Though they may be 
contented with a Sabbath of ſome kind; a pure, 
a ſpiritual ſanctification of it, in the duties of the · 
fſanctuary, the family and the cloſet will be dif. 

taſteful. Let all ſuch perſons know, that if the 
Sabbath thus ſanQified, is diſtaſteful, heaven 
would be the ſame, it they could be admitted to 
it with their preſent temper. | Let it teach them 
the radical evil of their own hearts, and that with 
all their advantages and hopes, they are-really in 
a ſtate of mind unprepared for the joys; of the 
chriſtian ſalvation, - And when they find this, 8 
let them remember it will be of no avail to quar- 
rel with a human expoſition of this ſubſect. 
Gop who ſet the example when he finiſhed the 
work of creation, and hath repeated his com. . 
mand to men, ſtill reigns and will be the ju ba 
When he judges men will be in his han 
will vindicate his law—and he will "paſs his og 
| tence, according to his own underſtanding of obe- 
dience. Therefore all attempts to explain away 
the ſpirituality ofthe Sabbath, will be of no ayall 
to _ who nike them. | 
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Ir is not uncharitable to * oo; hare are 


Tome in this claſs, who feel little of their own ſpir- 
itual needs, and do not wiſh a Sabbath for the 
Purpoſe of piety. It is unhappy there ſhould be 


any ſuch. It is known they do not wiſh ſuch a 


Sabbath as has been deſcribed ; but from expe- 


rience they have learned the need of family and 
givil order. On the ſupport of theſe they are 
determined, though it be at the expenſe of ſome 
ſelf-denial. Let all ſuch know, that they cannot 
obtain their end without the chriſtian Sabbath, 
or an inſtitution ſo fimilar to it, that it ought not 


to be called by another name. A Decade of feſ. 


tivity cannot come into the place, and in ſoci 

anſwer the purpoſes of the chriſtian Sabbath. It 
may help to ken the people to efface a ſenſe 
of moral obligation—to enflame all the appetites 


for diffipation ; and thus in the end deſtroy all 
order, government and ſocial morality. The ef. 


ficacy of a Sabbath, to preſerve order in the fam- 
ily and in the ſtate, ariſes from the impreſſions of 
3 and of our being in a reſponſible ſtate, 
which are made on the minds of men. A De- 
cade of ſenſual feſtivity and diſſipated thoughts 
is a moſt potent inſtrument of hell and bs apoſ- 
tles, and directly ſubverts the firſt principles of 
ſocial compact and juſtice. The Sabbath derives 
its power, from n into the view of men; 
a holy Gob—a holy, juſt and benevolent law 
— day of being judged and an eternity of 
rewards. . 

W1rTx this eternity of . thoſe when I 


* addreſs are not — Perhaps oy do 


1 
| OY But if Ges ok nor enabled 
them to feel the force of higher motives, let them 
reverence the Sabbath of the Lot for the fake 
of preſent order. STOR: 

Ir maſters of families; let them ſanctify t the 
Sabbath in their houſes. If rulers of the ſtate ; 
let them execute its laws, ordained by the wil- 
dom of their fathers. Let all remember, that 
whether the ſpirituality of religion, be agreeable 
or not, the beſt order and happineſs of the world 
cannot be had without it. Alſo, let them pro- 
poſe the ſerious queſtion to their own Treaſon 
and conſcience; whether, if the laws and inſti- 
tutions of the chriſtian religion be actually ne- 
ceſſary for the good of ſociety in this world, 


their neceſſity for the bliſs of another world may 
not be inferred. 8 


- SrconDLyY, to ) chriſtians * are 8 1 in rruch, 
as well as by profeſſion. | 

Or you it is conceived that you delete i 
Gop—in his law—in his glory. You do not 
with a better heaven than it will be to ſerve and 

lorify him. Be not defrauded of the benefit of 
Kis inſtitutions by a ſervile compliance with the 
cuſtoms of the world. Remember your Sabbath 
to be a covenant ſeal and foretaſte of your eternal 


reward. Remember that it is a means to _ AE 


Gop, to glorify him and to do your duty. 

member, that you will find your graces in 2 
ciſe, and your comforts made ſenſible to you, in 
proportion as you obey the command of the 
Lord, to keep the Sabbath holy. Remember, 
theſe Sabbaths of the world are ſoon to ceaſe, and 
one of eternal duration to commence. This is 
the reft that remaineth for the people of Con. As 
you ſerve him now his ſovereign * will re 
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396 Benefits of, IN Serm, XI. 


— 


ward you hereafter. As you now find delight in 
his day, in his ordinances, in your cloſets; ſo 
you will be delighted in the near approach to his 
glory. May unnumbered multitudes of guilty 


men draw near and enjoy this glory. AMEN. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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